Mike Lee for Berkeley Mayor
GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
Berkeley Mayor and City Council Candidate Questionnaire 2016
1.

Motivation -Why did you choose to run for this office?

I am running because the old values of the professional politicians is quickly leading us down a
path where the final destination is only a select few can afford to remain in the city. A future where
our children and grandchildren are stripped of any opportunity to realize their highest aspirations.
All of the values which make Berkeley a unique place to live are being demolished by developers
and the University of California. What is desperately needed is A New Vision For A New Future.
2.
Priorities -What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? The City? What are some
specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish while in office?
Please see attached file “Action Book by Mike Lee”. This should answer most of your questions
3.
Qualifications - Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City
Council-member.
Today my opponets lay claim to many things and yes once in a while like te IRA they get lucky,
I to can lay claim to many things.
For eight months I occupied the post office defending this community resource. Feeding 300 people
a week providing clothing medical care and resources.
For 28 days I helped solved eight percent of the homeless population at no cost to the city.
In partnership with Councilmember Capitelli I presented tiny personally unified the council on this
potential solution.
I successfully lobied council to fund the yeah shelter restore funding to the drop in center.
Right now before council I have two proposals which will reduce the homeless population by 20%
I have activily defended South Berkeley
I have actively defended renters rights by putting boots on the ground
I have actively defended West Berkeley insuring their voice gets heard

Today right now I've brought with me a reasonable and rational outline to how we together can
solve the cities exisiting problems.
My opponets have brought you words I have brought you action.
I respectfully ask for your endorsement because under a lee administration its damn sure isnt going
to take eight years to solve the problems that face us.
Venceremos!
Together We Win
Mike
Make a differance in homeless peoples lives!

Donate Today!
http://myevent.com/mutualaid/
4.
Land Use: What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today? The City
and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee on land use policy,
and how would you address these? What should happen to People's Park?
5. Automobiles - What policies should the city take to reduce automobile use and make the city
friendlier to pedestrians and other non-automobile transportation? Should the city promote electric car
use, and what policy and infrastructure changes would you support, if any?
6.
Safety - What are the most important public safety issues facing the residents of Berkeley? What
kinds of programs are useful for creating a safe environment for all people?
7. Affordable housing- What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable
housing? Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley? What affirmative
steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished affordable housing in Berkeley?
Are there any particular demographics that you would target for this housing? Are there any particular
neighborhoods that you would target for this housing?
8.
Rent Control- How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction
protections? How important is keeping an elected rent board? What is your position on the effects of
Costa-Hawkins (<https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa-Hawkins_Rental_Housing_Act>https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Costa-Hawkins_Rental_Housing_Act) on the affordability of Berkeley units? Is it
an overall good or an overall bad law, looking back over the 20 years since it was passed? What can or
should be done to roll back the massive rent increases new tenants face because of vacancy decontrol?
9.
Homelessness- Berkeley Greens agree with, but don't necessarily believe, the Democratic Party
Platform where it states, "Šwe will fight for robust funding to end homelessness in our cities and counties
once and for all, through targeted investments to provide the necessary outreach, social services, and
housing options for all populations experiencing homelessness." What do you think can and should be
done about the "Homeless problem" here in Berkeley?

10. Food Policy- What policies would you support to re-localize our food system? Do you support
labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law?
11. Should the City Council take positions on national and international issues?
12. The trend in recent years has been for state and local law-enforcement agencies to procure militarygrade weapons as well as high-tech surveillance equipment (drones, among others), and to adopt militarystyle tactics and training. This is generally but not exclusively under the aegis of Urban Shield. What do
you think the Berkeley Police Department's and City's stance should be on this issue, as well as what you
think the City's policy and practices should be? What would you do or not do as an elected official?
13. Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform?
14. What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change? To make
Berkeley a zero carbon city?
15. What are your positions on the any or all of the eleven Berkeley Ballot Measures? Specifically, what
is your position on the competing ballot measures on both the minimum wage and on increasing the
business license tax on rental properties?
16. Are there particular statewide initiatives you support? Proposition 59, if passed, would commit
California officials to overturning the Citizens United case and getting money out of politics. Will you
take the following pledge: "I support amending the U.S. Constitution to make clear that corporations and
other artificial entities do not have Constitutional rights and that money is not speech and campaign
spending should be limited through regulation."?
17. Endorsements :
a.
Who are you endorsing, from President all the way down ballot to local races?
b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant run off voting?
c.
Who has endorsed you?
d. Who do you expect to endorse you?
18. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?
Thank you!

