BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL D8 Questionnaire

Name: Alfred Twu
Address: 14 Hillside Court, Berkeley, CA 94704
Phone: 732.850.1013
Email: firstcultural@gmail.com
Website: www.alfred2018.com
Current occupation: Designer/Artist
1. Motivation
Why did you choose to run for this office?
Berkeley's housing crisis has created economic hardship that threatens our city's progressive ideals.
Furthermore, many people who work in the city can't afford to live in it, leading to increased
commuter traffic.
We need to rethink the physical form of our city and I will bring my 12 years of experience designing
housing and infrastructure to bring new ideas and expertise to our efforts to build a high-density,
human-scaled city inspired by places from before the automobile era.
2. Priorities
What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? The City?
Within the district
- Housing costs
- Traffic safety, potholes, parking
- Saving Alta Bates Hospital
- Fire safety
Other Citywide Issues
- Homelessness
- Aging infrastructure
- Crime

What are some specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish while in
office?

3. Qualifications
Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City Council member.
Design Experience- I've been designing buildings for the last 12 years and have a good
understanding of how legislation can be used to reach desired outcomes. I have worked on many
apartment buildings (both affordable and conventional) and can tell if developers are bluffing when
they claim they can't afford a fee or a affordable housing unit.
Consensus Approach- I lived in the Lothlorien Student Co-op, where we run on consensus. My
approach to politics has been to talk with all sides, even the opposition, to get to know where
they're coming from and what they value. Through this approach I thread the needle and find

common ground between groups that have different opinions on the best way to reach a goal.
Artistic Vision- The arts are what make Berkeley special. As an artist myself, I'll weave the arts into
other parts of policy, and bring quirkiness and humanism to politics.
4. Land Use
What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today?
Large parts of Berkeley were built as suburbs, and continue to be reliant on cars and expensive to
live in. How to gracefully transform these areas into walkable mixed-income neighborhoods is our
number one issue.
The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee on land
use policy, and how would you
address these?
Recently the University has been
using a lot of off-campus land for
non-academic, non-housing
functions, such as gyms, pools, a
hotel, and office space. I would
encourage UC to grow vertically
rather than horizontally, building
taller buildings on campus while
limiting further land acquisition.
What is your position on the
building of housing on The
People's Park?
Before there was the park, the
land contained a block old
houses that was known as a
“hippie area”. I support a plan
where:
- Old houses are relocated to the
Park, similar to Oakland's
Preservation Park. These would
be used as small scale
cooperative housing, nonprofit
space, art and cultural spaces,
etc, and be located in a couple of
clusters, leaving most of the park
space open.
- The sites vacated by the
relocated houses would then be
used for student housing.

5. Automobiles
What policies should the city take to reduce automobile use and make the city friendlier to
pedestrians and other non-automobile transportation?
- Wider sidewalks, narrower car lanes.
- Lower speed limits, more car barriers and traffic calming.
- Change zoning to allow for corner stores and services in all neighborhoods.
- For new buildings, limit car parking, make them ineligible for Residential Parking Permits, and
provide residents free bus passes.
Should the city promote electric car use, and what policy and infrastructure changes would you
support, if any?
- Yes. Instead of full size EV's, prioritize smaller vehicles such as scooters, tuk-tuks, and golf carts
with special parking.
6. Safety and Infrastructure
What are the most important public safety issues facing the residents of Berkeley?
- Car crashes cause more deaths and injuries in Berkeley than other crimes. Also, cars are often
involved in other crimes as getaway vehicles. We need to lower speeds and car use throughout the
city.
What kinds of programs are useful for creating a safe environment for all people?
- Stronger communities are safer communities – we need to build more connections between
neighbors, through small businesses on neighborhood corners, public spaces, events, and homes
with front porches and doors facing the street.
What infrastructure should be a high priority for city management?
Water, sewer, power lines, and other aging utilities
7. Affordable housing
What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing?
We need both. When there isn't enough new market rate housing, high income people bid up rents
on older buildings. Market rate housing is also one of the largest funding sources for affordable
housing, via either the 20% inclusionary low-income units built into the project, or the payment of
impact fees.
Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley?
At the city level, new market rate housing helps affordability. At the block level, new market rate
housing may raise rents in adjacent buildings. That's why 1) we need stronger rent control, and 2)
we should redirect market rate development into wealthy neighborhoods.
What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished affordable
housing in Berkeley?
Berkeley has many large homes that would be suitable for subdivision into multiple modest, energy
efficient apartments, or into cooperative group housing.

I also support further affordable housing bonds and tax measures. I believe the transfer tax should
be raised further, beyond the current ballot measure, and that additional money used to fund
housing. Buying a house shouldn't be taxed at a lower tax rate than buying a used T-shirt.
Are there any particular demographics that you would target for this housing?
We should prioritize tenants who have been or are facing eviction, as well as people currently
unhoused, people with disabilities, and people working at low-income jobs within Berkeley.
Are there any particular neighborhoods that you would target for this housing?
Wealthier neighborhoods near transit and jobs.
To minimize demolition and impacts on neighborhood character, I support design guidelines that
ensure partial preservation of existing homes, and new buildings that match the style of existing
Berkeley homes. I oppose glass box buildings, which are harmful to birds, are less well insulated,
and also cause excessive amounts of glare on neighbors.

Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification? If so, how?
Yes. Stronger tenant protections and focusing development on wealthier areas can limit residential
gentrification. To deal with the issue of high rents forcing out local businesses, which can't just
relocate to an upper floor, we need to legalize small businesses in more zones.

Do you support land value capture and should the City ask for a share in the increase in land value
that results from upzoning? Yes
Do you support SB 827?
SB 827 gives commercial property owners and developers a windfall increase in density without
requiring any community benefit in return and without adequate protections against demolition of
existing housing. SB 827 would allow construction of 7 story buildings (55' plus a 35% density bonus)
on residential streets in much of South, Central and West Berkeley, with even greater height allowed
on commercial corridors (85' plus a 35% density bonus). It would have little impact on the hills.
Yes. The California housing shortage and affordability crisis is caused by jobs far exceeding the
number of homes, especially in Silicon Valley, where rich cities have approved lots of office parks
but refuse to approve enough homes to match. SB827, while imperfect, was the first piece of
legislation that would have upzoned these areas.
SB 827 does not override existing community benefit, inclusionary housing, rent control, or
demolition ordinances. I don't think upzoning alone will solve our housing problems, which is why I
also work on expanding rent control.
I would support a new version of SB827 that excludes low income areas vulnerable to gentrification,
for example, limiting it to apply only to Caltrain, SMART (Sonoma-Marin), and other commuter rail
systems that serve high income areas.
Bay Area – Areas covered by SB827 (Red is areas vulnerable to gentrification)

8. Rent Control
How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction protections?
It is very important. While building more housing will bring down rents eventually, in the meantime
we need rent control / eviction protections to keep people housed.
How important is keeping an elected rent board? It is very important.
Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board?
If so, which one(s) and why?
I support the Community Power Slate – Soli, James, Paola, Maria, and John. They were selected at
the Berkeley Tenants Convention to represent tenant interests.
What is your position on the effects of Costa-Hawkins on the affordability of Berkeley units?
As we have a lot of tenant turnover, Costa-Hawkins has caused many landlords to raise rents to very
high levels, far beyond the cost of maintaining the building. Furthermore, it deprives tenants living
in single family houses – a common arrangement for many students and young people – the
stability of rent control.
Do you support Proposition 10, the repeal of Costa-Hawkins?
Yes
9. Homelessness
What do you think can and should be done
about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley?
The U.S. approach of continuous bulldozing
encampments leaves us stuck in a loop of
housing insecurity and tent cities. We can
learn from other developing countries and
regularize encampments into
neighborhoods through provision of
services, permitting, and code
enforcement.
1. Provide basic services such as trash
collection, restrooms, fire inspection.
2. Establish a zoning ordinance for
encampments with standards for fire
safety, size and density of encampments,
etc.
3. Work with nonprofits to upgrade tents to
tiny houses and other durable structures
and establish long-term ground leases.
4. Provide utilities, upgrade homes
incrementally to permanent structures, and
convert to Limited Equity Co-ops or other
affordable housing.

of

What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments? The raids need to stop. We
need to end the practice of collective punishment where an entire camp is evicted for crimes
committed by a single resident.
What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers in the Berkeley marina? Oppose
Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds? Yes
Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities? Yes
What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless?
Bathrooms, Storage, Trash Collection, and Electricity
What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of regional, state
or federal funding? Create a system to permit and regulate encampments
10. Food Policy
What policies would you support to re-localize our food system?
I support creating a fire buffer between hillside neighborhoods and the surrounding forest, and
using that land for local agriculture.

Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law?
Yes
11. National Policy Statements
Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues?
Should be limited to one or two issues per month, and placed at the end of the Council agenda.

12. Police
The trend in recent years has been for state and local law-enforcement agencies to procure militarygrade weapons as well as high-tech surveillance equipment (drones, among others), and to adopt
military-style tactics and training. This is generally but not exclusively under the aegises of Urban
Shield, UASI, and NCRIC.
Do you agree with the recent Berkeley City Council vote to allow Police to participation in Urban
Shield for 2018?
No
Do you think participation in this training competition should be determined by the City Council, the
City Manager, or the Berkeley Police Department?
City Council
Do you think the Berkeley City Council should sign MOUs (memorandums of understanding) with
NCRIC (Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with ICE (Immigration and Customs) and
with UASI (Urban Area Security Initiative)?
No
How should Berkeley balance the right to privacy against police interest in surveillance equipment?
What is your position on the Police Review Commission (PRC) Charter Amendment (item 70 on the
July 24 agenda) that the Council is considering for the 2018 ballot?
I supported the amendment. Given that it didn't make it this time, I plan to work to bring it to the
2020 ballot.
Do you favor creating a PRC that is independent of City Manager control?
Yes
13. Race
Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform?
Yes
Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems with racism
and white supremacy in our society?
As a boarder at the co-ops, I attend anti-oppression workshops every semester we discuss how
racism affects our communities and how we can change the way we live to address the problem.
14. Climate Change
What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change?
To make Berkeley a zero carbon city?
Berkeley needs to take account climate impacts beyond Berkeley's borders, such as embodied
energy of products made elsewhere, or people commuting in from other cities. My priorities would
be:
- Incentives for businesses selling secondhand products.
- Jobs-housing balance + adequate density to support frequent transit and businesses within
walking distance.
- Incentives for businesses to switch to plant based food.
15. Berkeley Ballot Measures
What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures?
$135M Affordable Housing Bond? Support

Police Commission Charter Amendment? Support
Amending the Rent Control Ordinance to Cover Newer Buildings? Support
I also support the Transfer Tax and Vision 2050.
16. State Propositions
What are your positions on State Propositions?
Prop 1 Housing bonds? Support
Prop 2 Bonds for homeless prevention housing? Support
Prop 3 Water/Environmental bonds? Oppose
Prop 4 Bonds for children's hospitals? Support
Prop 5 Homebuyers transfer tax assessment? Oppose
Prop 6 Repeal of fuel tax and vehicle fee increases? Oppose
Prop 7 Permanent Daylight Savings? Support
Prop 8 Dialysis Clinic Refunds? Support
Prop 10 Repeal of Costa Hawkins? Support
Prop 11 Ambulance workers on call? Oppose
Prop 12 Bans sale of meat from confined animals? Support
17. Endorsements
a. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15? Jovanka Beckles
b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff voting? No
Who has endorsed you?
- East Bay Young Democrats
- California Young Democrats
- UC Berkeley Young Democratic Socialists of America
- Jovanka Beckles, Richmond City Councilmember and Assembly District 15 candidate
- Helen Veazey, ASUC Housing Commission Chair
- Aidan Hill, Green Party of Alameda County Councilor
- Juniperangelica Cordova, ASUC Senator 17-18
- Emery Martinez, Berkeley Student Cooperative Vice President of Experience and Training
- James Chang, City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board
- Alejandro Soto-Vigil, Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board Commissioner
- Vinnie Bacon, Fremont Vice Mayor and Councilmember
- Tara Sreekrishnan, candidate for Cupertino City Council
- Zach Denney, Central Vice Chair, Progressive Caucus of the California Democratic Party and
Communications Director, California Young Democrats Progressive Caucus
- Ruscal Cayangyang, Vallejo Unified School District Board Member
- Toni Gomez, President, East Bay Young Democrats
- Soli Alpert, Executive Vice President, Progressive Student Association
- Emily Cameron, Co-chair DSA Fresno, Executive member-at-large of the CA Democratic Party LGBT
Caucus, and VP San Joaquin Valley Democratic Club.
Additional endorsers at alfred2018.com/endorse

18. Campaign Financing
Will you obtain public financing for your campaign? Yes
19. Health Care
Do you oppose Sutter Health's plans to close Alta Bates? Yes
If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open?
The primary issue is a lack of funds for earthquake retrofitting.
Similar to how we have an Affordable Housing density bonus, where developers can provide
affordable units in exchange for more density, we can also have a Save Alta Bates density bonus,
where developers pay a fee that goes towards the retrofit in exchange for more density.
I would also work with state officials to obtain state level funding or policies to keep Alta Bates
open.
Finally, I would explore a local bond measure to cover any remaining shortfall.
Do you support single-payer healthcare in California? Yes
20. Anything Else?
For a economy that serves people and planet better, we need more businesses to be run as
cooperatives, whether it be worker co-ops, consumer co-ops, or housing co-ops. I would introduce
legislation that gives incentives, faster permitting, and zoning variances so that it is easier to open a
co-op.
Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?
21. Have you signed either of the following pledges?
A. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire
Yes
B. For peace: http://www.peacelegislators.org/pledge-form/
Yes

