Name: Cat Brooks
Address: 2506 Linden Street, Oakland, CA 94607
Phone: 510-506-2341
Email: cat@catbrooksforoakland.com, coordinator@catbrooksforoakland.com
Website: www.catbrooksforoakland.com
Current occupation: Executive Director, Justice Teams Network
1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running
against an incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with
him or her?
I am a candidate for office because community members made the call. After hundreds
of asks and months of deliberation, I made the decision with family and close friends to
stand up for the unheard and unseen residents of Oakland.
I was the Communications Director for Dan Siegel in the 2014 Oakland Mayor’s race
and we had a grand vision for this city. Had Dan been elected we would be four years
into a citywide renaissance grounded in racial, social and economic justice. If we don’t
put a stop to this neoliberal takeover now, we will see the continued marginalization and
push out of the Black community, privatization of all public resources and growing
income inequality that will forever change the fabric of the East Bay.
2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by
placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are
some specific ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the
main priorities for the City?
Low-Income/Workforce Housing and Homelessness: I will immediately work to
address this crisis in our city in the same manner I would if a bomb dropped in the
center of Oakland. Because it has. A gentrification bomb has fallen into the middle of
our City. If that bomb were literal rather than figurative, we would pull every resource
from every area to address the crisis. That is what needs to happen now. Additionally, if
Proposition 10 (Repeal Costa Hawkins) passes, the City will need to develop an
immediate plan to implement radically progressive rent control policies, including
intensifying pressure on the County to provide us with existing resources to interrupt
and end this disaster for our most impacted and vulnerable community members.
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Equitable city services throughout Oakland: There is no justifiable argument that
explains why the hills and downtown are resourced and clean while in the flats of East
and West Oakland our children have to climb over garbage on the sidewalks just to walk
to school..The recent Oakland Equity Indicators report gave Oakland a score of 1 out of
100 with respect to pedestrian safety, clearly indicating that the safety of Oakland
residents is only prioritized for the privileged. We will implement policies that center on
development without gentrification and which will equitably prioritize all of Oakland.
Redefining public safety: For far too long, we have prioritized criminalization over
prevention. We need to get a hold of the gun before the bullet is fired - not after. Instead
of pouring the majority of our City’s revenues into militarized policing and mass
incarceration, I will work with the City Council and community to create a budget that
invests heavily in education, housing, social services and jobs, and other initiatives
proven to improve public safety.
Environmental justice and public health: I understand environmental justice and
public health are linked not only to the fight for clean air, water, and soil, but also to the
quality of our homes and our neighborhoods; access to fresh, nutritious food, the quality
of our public schools; the safety of our streets. Environmental justice is a public health
concern and must be connected to the lives of those who suffer the most, our children,
our elders, those impacted by poverty, and especially those communities of color
pushed out of their homes. A healthy environment also means attending to the culture of
fear that many of our residents share, especially our undocumented residents and those
in our immigrant communities. Solutions for environmental concerns are intrinsic to the
work of City Government, our School Board, our Police and Fire Departments, our
Hospitals and Emergency Rooms, as well as the economic powers controlling
development in Oakland.
I utilized my platform at KPFA to call attention to the the efforts to fight developers
working to bring coal to and through Oakland. I have been on the front lines in the public
health fight as well, recently supporting the young people's protest against coal and
even reaching out to Phil Tagami to explore his willingness to find a jobs solution that
does not include coal. I will fight to ensure we regain our seat on the Air Quality Control
Board and bring much needed funding for programming that will mean a cleaner and
healthier Oakland.
3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and
qualifications for the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected
official, what issues can you point to in your time as an elected official that have
had a positive impact?

I am the Executive Director of the Justice Teams Network, co-founder of the Anti PoliceTerror Project, former co-host of KPFA Radio's “Upfront,” former Executive Director for
the San Francisco National Lawyers Guild, a mother, a wife, an organizer, and a proud
resident of Oakland, California who has dedicated the last two decades of my life to
working on a myriad of social justice issues including land use, education, and police
violence.
My work in the struggle for justice for Oscar Grant was transformed into the Anti PoliceTerror Project (APTP), where I became a trailblazer for the Movement for Black Lives.
APTP is a truly grassroots organization whose mission is to rapidly respond to and
ultimately eradicate police violence in communities of color. APTP has successfully
developed a model for first response to police violence that centers impacted families; it
is currently being replicated in several California cities, and is looked to as a model
across the country.
The importance of the voice and needs of the people is at the center of my work. I
currently serve as the Executive Director of the Justice Teams Network, a statewide
network of organizations working to change the way in which law enforcement engages
communities through advocacy, organizing, communications, and policy. Until I stepped
down to run for mayor, I leveraged my role as co-host of KPFA’s morning news show
"UpFront" to bring the work of justice and equity into a public forum that not only served
to educate the public, but also to activate them in moments of engagement and
resistance.
I have an extensive background in fighting for educational equity. One of my first orders
of business as the community liaison for The Education Trust, West, was to play a
leadership role in a campaign that made the A-G curriculum the default curriculum for
OUSD, ensuring that every child graduates with the ability to apply to a state school.
This experience has anchored my work -- not only as Executive Director of Youth
Together, but also on boards and commissions such as the Oakland Fund for Children
and Youth. In addition, during my tenure as Director for the National Lawyers Guild San Francisco Bay Area, I guided an organization that provides legal support for
organizers and activists on the frontlines of resistance work.
I have a BA from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas in Performance Theater. I trained
at the National Royal Theater Studio in London and am currently touring “Tasha”, a onewoman show I created about the in-custody murder of Natasha McKenna in the Fairfax
County Jail. I live in West Oakland with my daughter and husband.
4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups? Such
as TOLA, Make Oakland Better Now, Oakland Justice Coalition, Block by Block,

Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, OCO, or any other.
Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your support.
Oakland Justice Coalition: I believe in the power of coalitions. This particular coalition
was born out of the critical movement building work we did during the Siegel for
Oakland Campaign. I remain engaged because of their unique focus on building power
for the people in the arena of electoral politics
Anti Police-Terror Project: I co-founded APTP to provide organizing structure for the
work of bringing an an end to state violence and providing support for families whose
lives are impacted by that violence. It is not enough to react, one crisis at a time. We
need to have a disciplined approach that will help us build toward the goal of eradicating
state violence from communities of color once and for all.
Go Public Schools: I was a founding Board member of GO Public Schools. At the time,
I was working with Jonathan Klein on other equity measures through my position at The
Education Trust--West. I believed that parents of color needed to be at the table if they
were to fulfill their stated mission at that time which was to create quality schools for all
kids. I stepped down from the Board and am no longer affiliated due to their close
alignment with for profit charters and Libby Schaaf.
Block by Block: I am not a member but I am their first place endorsement for Mayor.
5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other
Oakland based community activities that you would like to share with us? This
can range from volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball
league.
I am a core member of The Lower Bottom Playaz, the only Black theater troupe in the
City. I also started the Parents of Color group at my daughter’s school and I participate
in the following organizations:
Lower Bottom Playaz
3 Girls Theater Company
Youth Together
Black Arts Movement Business District
Screen Actors Guild
Parents of Color Group, Oakland School for the Arts
6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget in 2018, how would
you act differently from the council members dealing with the budget in 2016?
How much additional revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you
generate it?

Despite tireless advocacy by the DefundOPD/Refund Oakland coalition - a coalition that
included a large number of community stakeholders spanning race, class, issue area,
and creed and of which I was a part - only councilmembers Brooks, Kaplan, and Gallo
made a meaningful effort to address the community’s concerns I believe that the
development of the Mayor’s budget must be a result of true collaboration with the
people. As Mayor, I would prioritize community engagement, using the model of
People’s Assemblies that we have established during our campaign. This will ensure
that our priorities are in alignment with community’s expressed needs. Moreover, our
budget will reflect investment in our most underserved communities and investment in
these communities in terms of social services, mental health, job training and education
rather than militarized policing and development that does not serve our whole
community.
Oakland must grow our revenue. We should seek to increase it by at least 50% every
fiscal year. As long as our budget remains stagnant, there will never be enough to go
around. San Francisco has a budget of $11 billion per year to our $1 billion although
they only have 400,000 more residents. Oakland needs to identify what kinds of
businesses we want to bring to Oakland and train Oaklanders - with a heavy focus on
Black and Brown Oaklanders - in these work pathways to create a viable workforce that
attracts new business and generates income streams for the City. There are also
measures on the ballot that can increase the overall pie like the real estate transfer tax
(Measure X) that I support.
We also must do better with the revenue that currently exists. It can not be ignored that
we spend almost half of our general fund on the Oakland Police Department. This is on
top of the millions of dollars of unauthorized overtime that they receive every year. We
need an immediate comprehensive audit of OPD -- and must use that data to find out
where in their nearly 500 million dollar budget there are inefficiencies, and what
positions can, if appropriate, be civilianized to cut costs. We also should cease and
desist the costly use of outside consultants and finally get out of federal receivership
which costs the City hundreds of thousands of dollars annually.
7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and
how would they be implemented and paid for?
An investment in youth is an investment in our collective future. Oakland should
incentivize corporations and tech firms coming into the City to provide paid internships
with pathways to permanent jobs as a requirement for doing business in the City.
Additionally, we should never again be in a position where our City “forgets” to apply for
critical summer job dollars for youth and we should support the expansion of youth job
training programs like Cypress Mandela. I will also continue to advocate for social
justice budgeting that cuts militarization and increases funding for youth training, jobs,

access to apprenticeship programs into good-paying careers like those in the
construction trades, as well as job opportunities directly for young people. Additional
priorities include an end to juvenile incarceration through effective diversion and
restorative justice programming.
We can pay for these measures through smart partnerships with local business owners,
state and federal grants, increasing our sales tax revenue based on gross receipts and
reducing costly spending on police overtime and outside consultants - all the while
increasing our revenue streams for the City by attracting new business to our City.
8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the
OPD? Do you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from
prosecution if they participate in a restorative justice program? Do you support a
change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? Do you
support Assembly Bill 931 that would require that police use deadly force only
when there are no alternatives? (See https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/
billStatusClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB931)
For far too long, we have prioritized criminalization over prevention. We need to get a
hold of the gun before the bullet is fired - not after. I will work with Council and
community to create a budget that invests heavily in education, housing, social services
and jobs, and other initiatives proven to improve public safety rather than militarized
policing and mass incarceration.
The Oakland community has little-to-no trust in the Oakland Police Department. Rather
than behaving as an Institution that is there to protect and serve, it far too often acts as
an occupying military force. If you want police to act differently, you must order them to
do differently. To date, no Mayor has done this.
First, I must say that I am unapologetically an abolitionist. My ultimate vision for public
safety is one without militarized police or inhumane incarceration conditions. While I am
clear that true abolition will likely not occur in my lifetime, I believe we need to be on a
path of radically transforming police and policing as we walk the road to get there.
As Mayor, I will work within in the paradigm and infrastructure we have now but chart a
path to a less punitive approach to community safety. My vision for public safety goes
beyond police and policing. It includes parks, libraries, clean streets, quality education,
living wage job opportunities and healthy families and communities. For far too long, our
answer to public safety is to throw massive amounts of dollars at criminalization and
incarceration.
We need a police department that is transparent and accountable to the people. We
need to stop utilizing police officers as the first responders to every single social
problem. I envision an Oakland where public safety is more about communities keeping

themselves secure, with a dramatic paradigm shift, redirecting public dollars to things
that actually keep us safe. This will require a collaborative effort between city
institutions, non profits and community.
The organizations that I run - the Anti Police-Terror Project and The Justice Teams
Network are co-sponsors on AB 931: https://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/
article207757824.html
Do you support Senate Bill 1421 that would honor the public's right to know
about confirmed officer misconduct and serious uses of force?(See https://
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB1421
Yes. Both organizations that I currently run - The Anti Police-Terror Project and The
Justice Teams Network - are co-sponsors on SB 1421: https://www.aclusocal.org/en/
press-releases/california-senate-advances-right-know-police-transparency-legislationbipartisan
Does the current police commission have the right to fire a police officer for
misconduct? What are your thoughts about police misconduct and how do you
feel Oakland should deal with it?
No, the current police commission cannot fire a police officer for misconduct. They can
make recommendations but police are protected by a complicated web of laws at the
state and local levels that prevent them from facing true accountability.
Oakland must have a zero tolerance policy for police misconduct, pushing as far as we
can on existing laws, negotiating more accountability in contract negotiations and
showing humanity, empathy and compassion to families and communities that deal with
the trauma of police violence.
Oakland’s police department has been in receivership for fifteen years, and is not far
from a sexual abuse scandal that implicated multiple offers, several of whom have been
promoted. Comprehensive changes are needed - starting with transparency and
accountability. Not only do I support AB 931 and SB 1421, as the founder and director of
the Anti Police-Terror Project I am a proud cosponsor of both bills. APTP is on weekly
cosponsor strategy calls for both bills, and has repeatedly mobilized its base to
Sacramento in support.
I wholeheartedly support diversion programs, and believe that AB 931 is a great first
step towards police accountability with regards to use of force. Independent police
commissions should have the right and authority to fire police officers for misconduct. I
believe that there is no place for police misconduct, and Oakland should deal with it by
providing transparency and holding itself responsible for past, present, and future
misconduct.

9. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a
controlling role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your
thoughts and views about holding the developers accountable to the city's
zoning, code, and permit regulations?
We believe that developers must be held accountable, and must pay their fair share. We
will champion:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enforcement of Impact Fee collections
Community Benefit Agreements
Champion the repeal of Costa Hawkins
Enforce closure of landlord eviction loopholes
Low income resident Right to Counsel for evictions and foreclosures
Inclusionary Zoning
Dedication of public land for public good

10. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification
have been in the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland
tenants are protected and that Oakland remains an economically and racially
diverse city? Do you support State Proposition #10 that would repeal the CostaHawkins Act, a 1990s law that barred rent control expansion?
Oakland is in the middle of a housing crisis. I believe we should respond in the same
manner we would if a bomb dropped in the center of the city. Because it has, a
gentrification bomb has dropped. If that bomb were literal rather than figurative, we
would pull every resource from every area to address the crisis. This is why I support
Proposition 10 (Repeal Costa Hawkins) and will work to get it passed, including utilizing
talking points in support of the repeal as I knock on doors across our City. As Mayor, I
would begin immediately to develop a plan to implement radically progressive rent
control policies, including intensifying pressure on the County to provide us with existing
resources to interrupt and end what amounts to a disaster of skyrocketing rents and
rising homelessness for our most impacted and vulnerable community members. We
can, and must, strengthen rent control to protect our communities. Displacement hurts
both the individuals and families who are displaced, and harms the fabric and vitality of
our whole community. Repeal Costa Hawkins!
Additionally, I support strengthening land trusts; earmarking consistent and meaningful
city dollars to the preservation of low-income housing and the passage of the Tenant
Opportunity to Purchase Act that would give renters right of first refusal when a landlord
intends to sell.
Finally, we must protect our public housing from being privatized by creating resident
power inside of these complexes to advocate for their ability to stay in their homes.

11. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be
doing about the environment?
Oakland City Government should be setting and practicing the most stringent
environmental practices and policies in the state that bring a rapid end to the use of
fossil fuels, preventing factories from opening in deep East and West Oakland where air
quality is already horrendous, providing equitable clean up services across the City and
working to reduce the impact of emissions from the Port.
12. Public Banking - Inspired by the Bank of North Dakota (BND) https://
bnd.nd.gov/, a feasibility statement to create a Public Bank of Oakland is
currently before the Oakland City Council. The Public Bank of Oakland would
hold the city's deposits -- in contrast to having them held by Wall Street Banks as
currently done. It would make fiscally responsible loans in the best interest of the
residents of Oakland -- in contrast to Wall Street banks' record of risk and ruin.
Profits made by the Public Bank of Oakland would be returned to the General
Fund of the City of Oakland, or used to further buttress the loan capabilities of
the bank, much as the BND does (the BND has returned over $400M to the
General Fund of the State of North Dakota over the last 21 yearshttps://ilsr.org/
rule/bank-of-north-dakota-2/, while substantially increasing its capitalization and
its loan outreach.)
Are you in favor of making Oakland one of the first cities in the nation to create a
municipal bank?
Yes. We are support of the creation of a public bank.
13. Local Payday Lenders -- Oakland is awash with for-profit Check Cashing and
PayDay Loan emporiums (a simple Google query on "Oakland Payday lenders"
shows 20). These outfits provide emergency cash and other financial products to
those who cannot obtain it otherwise - at outrageously high interest rates and/or
extremely high fees. Professor Mehrsa Baradaran, in her book How the Other Half
Banks, quotes the astounding statistic that unbanked families who must use
these services spend on average over $2000 per household per year -- more than
it spends on food. NALC.org: "Author makes the case for postal banking" http://
tinyurl.com/h9e6a2p.
It is not widely known but Oakland is home to the only non-profit check cashing
and payday lending storefront in the country - Community Check Cashing http://
communitycheckcashing.org/ in Fruitvale Plaza. It provides the same services
for-profit operators do at 33% - 50% of the cost, while paying its employees a
living wage.

Will you support build-out and capitalization loans by the City of Oakland to
expand non-profit check cashing to other storefronts around Oakland -- much as
the City Council gave a 50-year, $3,300,000 interest-free loan to the East 12th
Street developers (see Oakland City Council agenda, June 15th, 2016 http://
tinyurl.com/jzy398p)?
Yes
14. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels
about city government? How would you rate the satisfaction level?
As I knock on doors and talk to the residents of our City - especially in the flats - we
hear consistently and repeatedly that Oaklanders are fed up with Oakland government
and Oakland elected officials. This is in alignment with what I understood even before I
ran, as average Oaklanders asked us to launch the people’s campaign in the first place.
15. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and
accessible to the citizens of Oakland?
As we campaign toward the November election, we have been holding People’s
Assemblies - gatherings of Oakland residents and community organizations - to learn
from the people who are directly impacted by the issues facing our city, and from those
who are doing the work to make Oakland a better place. We are not trying to reinvent
the wheel - there are brilliant minds across our City who have knowledge, wisdom, and
experience to share. Our administration would prioritize access - to ensure that all
Oakland residents, especially those most impacted, can be heard. In addition to
ensuring that the People’s voice drives Oakland forward, I will also make administrative
changes to ensure that our city government operates transparently. Transparency and
accountability go hand in hand, and we will ensure that both are provided to the People.
16. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office
holders? Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work
with?
As an organizer, my job is and has been to bring diverse interests to the table to find
alignment. As such, I am committed to fostering relationships with other officerholders in
order to help us best represent our constituents. With several district races in
November, it is unclear what the makeup of the council will be. What I know is that,
regardless of the council’s makeup, we will work with anyone whose efforts on that
issue are aligned with those of the People of Oakland.
17. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to
endorse you? Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down
ballot to local races? Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own

race and note that this year the City races are Council seats, School Board seats
and City Attorney.
Here is a list of our key endorsements:
Rebecca Kaplan, Oakland At-Large Councilmember
Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment Action (ACCE-SF/Oakland)
National Union of Healthcare Workers (NUHW)
Rev. Dr. Harold Mayberry, First African Methodist Episcopal Church
Our Revolution - North Bay
Block By Block Organizing Network (ranked first)
Oakland Rising Action
Workers World Party
Cheryl Davila, District 2 Berkeley City Council
Rosa Cabrera, PolicyLink
Rev. Ben McBride
Rev. Michael McBride
James Vann, Oakland Tenants Union
Bobby Seale, Co-Founder, The Black Panther Party
Councilmember Marqueece Harris-Dawson, Los Angeles, District 8
Maria D. Dominguez, Alameda County Commission on the Status of Women
Glenn Katon, Civil Rights Attorney
Dan Siegel, Civil Rights Attorney and Co-Chair of Oakland Justice Coalition
Anne Weills, Civil Rights Attorney
Courtney Welch, Rockridge Community Planning Council
Alex M. White, 2016 D13 Delegate for Bernie Sanders
Brandon Harami, ADEM- California Democratic Party
Design Action Collective
Head Trips Beauty Salon
MooD-ology Photography
Reems California
T5 Solutions Technology Consultants
We expect additional labor endorsements to come in over the next few weeks.
To date, I have only endorsed in Council District 2, ranking Nikki Fortunato Bas first and
Kenzie Smith second.
18. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race?
How much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from?

Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would
refuse to accept (if any).
We have raised a little over $80,000. We are working toward $180,000. Our
contributions thus far have come from individual donors, many of them making small
donations under $50.00 We are committed to refusing to accept corporate and
development donations.
19. Checks and balances -- How do you view current the relationship between
the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and
City Attorney? Are there any changes they would propose to the city charter?
In order for the City Charter to have even a sliver of chance of operating in its true
intention, the Council and the Mayor need to work together to push through policies that
build a thriving life for all Oaklanders. Instead what we have in City Hall, across offices,
is a toxic culture of people working to serve their own agendas and not that of the
people. Oakland needs to move away from transactional governance practices and into
a collaborative space that puts the people first.
20. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so,
what kind? Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate
Constitutional rights and getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the
Pledge to Amend (https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?
I support amending the Constitution to make clear that corporations are not people and
that they don’t have Constitutional rights. I have not taken the pledge to amend, but I
am and have been firmly aligned with its principles. Our campaign has not and will not
take money from corporations.
21. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about
you?
22. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an
explanation if you want to add one:
a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage?
Yes
b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights?
No
c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis?
Yes
d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?

Yes
e. Would you support Proportional Representation?
Yes
f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?
Yes
g. Would you vote to allow more grey water systems?
Yes, because they empower local people and communities with more options to solve a
host of water usage and disposal issues.

