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GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION

Name: Angela Normand
Phone: (925) 642-0510
Email: angela.normand@sbcglobal.net
Website: none
Current line of work: California Teachers Association, Board of Directors

1) Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the County 
School Board.

After 10 years of service in the United States Marine Corps, I completed my Bachelor 
of Arts in Liberal Studies, Credential Track, at Cal State Hayward, then earned my 
Education Specialist Credential (Levels I and II) from Chapman University, while 
working as a Moderate/Severe Special Day Class Teacher at a Non Public School for 
students with behavioral disorders.  The following year I took a teaching position in 
Brentwood Union School District, where I have been employed for the last 13 years, 
teaching students with special needs. I currently serve on California Teachers 
Association Board of Directors, geographically covering Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties.

2) Why are you running?

I know the needs of the educational community Alameda County Office of Education 
covers and I am experienced in making decisions that better the conditions of our most
needy participants. I believe that my own experiences as an inner city 
socioeconomically disadvantaged student, who relied on the services public schools 
offered in the 70’s and 80’s, has molded me into an unrelenting advocate for 
educational equity and empowerment.

What do you believe are the main priorities for the County School Board at this time?

Ensuring that LCAP goals and priorities match the needs of educators and support the 
students and the community.  Ensuring that ACOE is always attracting and retaining 
the highest quality of educators and that all student needs are met. Ensuring that 
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facilities are in top shape and are available to students and student programs. 
Ensuring that decisions made regarding charters are in line with the districts and are 
not displacing students or putting students at risk or harm, while giving educators a 
louder voice of advocacy and hope on the County Board of Education.

If you are an incumbent, how would you assess your performance?

N/A

What are the achievements and setbacks?

N/A

3) How will you make yourself available to your constituents?

In all ways, be it meeting in person or responding in a timely manner to phone calls 
and emails.

How would this be part of a general plan of accountability?

Visibility in the communities and meeting regularly with stakeholders and constituents 
is of utmost value and importance.  In the Marines our two priorities were mission 
accomplishment and troop welfare. In the same way, I think it is vital to actively bring 
the community together to discuss educational issues as well as be a participant in and
at community events and neighborhood meetings, where I will make myself available 
to learn about the top issues facing students, educators and the districts to which they 
belong.

4) The county has had a number of "financially challenged" districts in recent years. What
do you see as systemic problems leading to this situation and what role could the 
County Board and the Superintendent play in addressing this and strengthening the 
fiscal situation for such districts.

Systemically we cannot ignore the damage of Prop 13 and the devastating long term 
effects it has had.  It led to a system of historic underfunding which was even more 
exasperated during the recession. We must advocate for increased funding statewide, 
for more solvency when looking at how districts are managing finances, as well as 
looking at per pupil funding. Funding levels have suffered immensely while corporate 
wealth has increased.  We must have initiatives that invest in public education and 
other services vital to the community.

What are your thoughts on state intervention in school districts, including receivership 



and the role of FCMAT?

I think it is unfortunate that elected officials ever get to that place! We should do what 
we can to stop any receivership. Parcel taxes, bond measures and other initiatives can
help with this.  Although I understand the purpose of fiscal crisis management, I do not 
advocate for any outside entity coming into a community and closing schools, 
displacing students, and overriding district decisions. Students need to come first in the
decision making.

Discuss your understanding of State Education Code language relating to fiscal 
issues, including Code Section 41372 (requiring a minimum of 55% of state funding 
going to school site/ classroom expenditures) and fiscal responsibilities of County 
Boards altered under the LCFF.

I honestly do not understand what this question is asking.

What ideas do you have for increasing funding for school districts and programs 
administered by the County Board?

Initiatives that lean toward closing corporate loopholes should be a priority for all 
districts. Also making sure sustainable energy projects are funded and used.

5) What are your policy views on charter schools?

I believe that the original intent of charter schools has gotten lost.  They were intended 
to be innovative and creative schools, developed at the local site level, by the 
community with full buy in from all stakeholders, including educators, school board 
members, parents, guardians and other members of the community. As charter schools
expanded in California many departed from this original vision. Now, large charter 
management organizations are making decisions without sufficient oversight and 
leaving the communities that they operate in ravaged.  I believe that charters should 
return to their original vision and that they must be accountable to the communities 
they are in, and should always be transparent and accountable.

How do you understand the responsibilities of the County Board regarding charters?

I understand that charters can appeal to the county in certain circumstances to 
override district decisions. My collaborative relationship with local leaders will inform 
my decisions on these matters. State legislation is clear that we must be accountable 
to the district and the communities within.

How do you view the impact of the California Charter School Association?



It has been my experience that CCSA leans toward a mass lobbying group that is 
disingenuous in its attempts to really advocate for students.  It is hurting our 
communities when millions of dollars are siphoned away from traditional public 
schools, further impacting the value of education received in those schools. I have 
seen where a storage closet was fashioned into a classroom for students with 
disabilities because of colocation and the huge budget cuts.

What is your assessment of the recent charter school legislation passed in 
Sacramento?

I lobbied for the recent changes and stand by my decision.  I believe 1505/1507 bring 
accountability back to the districts and ensure proper oversight, along with ensuring 
that all students have the opportunity for equitable learning environments.

6) How can the County Board facilitate cooperation between different districts in the 
county, especially around resources and programs of the most vulnerable students?

By regular communication and collaboration, along with community meetings to ensure
that all voices are heard.

7) What is the role of the County Board regarding appeals from parents/ guardians 
especially around special education?

To ensure that decisions made about our most vulnerable student population provide 
them with the resources needed to attain the best possible learning outcome.

Transfer requests from local districts are sometimes overruled by the County Board. 
What are your views on this issue?

Transfer opportunities should be made so that ensure the student has the greatest 
access to learning and that it does not inhibit another’s learning opportunities.

8) How much money have you currently raised for your campaign?

$5,000

How much do you anticipate raising?

$40,000



What do you see as your funding sources?

Contributions from endorsements received.

Are there sources from which you would refuse contributions?

CCSA and/or any organizations established to promote privatization.

9) What endorsements have you received to date?

Rob Bonta, Mia Bonta, Gray Harris, Alameda Education Association, Oakland 
Education Association.

10)Are there other concerns/ goals for your being on the School Board which you wish to 
share?

I believe knowledge is not only power, but it is a right of all members of our 
community.  I am a dedicated advocate for students and fellow educators, and I believe
it is our duty to defend racial and social justice in education. I believe that effective and 
long lasting change happens at a grassroots level, and it is community and collective 
action that should influence policy.
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