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1. Why are you running for a seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors?  
 
I am running for the Alameda County Board of Supervisors because I feel that my skillset will transfer 
well to the Board, and I believe I will be a good fit for the job. In Sacramento, I have been a leader on 
climate adaptation and resilience, housing, and budgets. I believe my work on the California State Budget 
has prepared me to do the work of a County Supervisor, where I will work with my colleagues in creating 
revenues and ensuring our budget is a reflection of Alameda County values. I have represented my 
community for 15 years, as a City Councilmember, State Assemblymember, and now Senator. The 
position of County Supervisor will be a new challenge, but I know I can be a successful trustee for 
District 1 given my experience.  
 
2. What do you believe are the main priorities to be addressed by the County Board of Supervisors? 
 
The main priorities needing to be addressed by the Board of Supervisors are healthcare, climate, traffic, 
housing, and a better coordination across the region to deal with these issues. As County Supervisor, one 
of my priorities will be to ensure our county government is more effective in working with surrounding 
counties, as well as working together with local governments within Alameda County to address issues 
like cutting fees for accessory dwelling units, implementing projects such as Valley Link and expanding 
the ACE and BART systems. I also want to make sure that not only are we working towards cutting 
emissions and using clean energy, but also making sure Alameda County will be a leader in climate 
adaptation. 
 
3. What are the most critical problems facing Alameda County? 
 
The most critical problems facing Alameda County are healthcare access throughout the county, climate 
change, and the housing crisis. Our County has seen housing prices skyrocket, which is why we need to 
increase the supply of affordable housing for low-income residents and seniors, while using unique 
solutions to increase our housing supply. We need to make sure our County hospitals and community 
health centers are receiving the funding they need, and we need to ensure Alameda County residents are 
also seeing an equitable distribution of healthcare services, including mental health services.  
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4. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of Alameda County 
Supervisor. 
 
I graduated with a B.A. from UC Berkeley, before serving as a Legislative Aide for Progressive 
Champion and Congressman Don Edwards. I went on to attend and graduate from law school at Santa 
Clara University before opening my law practive as a bankruptcy attorney. I served on the Fremont City 
Council from 2004-2010, and then was elected to the State Assembly, where I served from 2010-2014. In 
2014, I ran for the California State Senate and won, again winning re-election in 2018. I have worked in 
committees on housing and transportation, and have served as the Chair of the Budget Subcommittee on 
Resources, Environmental Protection, Energy and Transportation. 
 
5. Are there any strategies to reduce Green House Gases (GHG) that you are working to advance? 
 
Yes, as the Chair of Budget Subcommittee 2 on Resources, Environmental Protection, Energy and 
Transportation, I am committed to seeing that California reduces its greenhouse gases and fulfills the 
promise of the Paris Agreement. I have been the Senate architect of improving California’s Cap & Trade 
Program, and I work to ensure funds from the program are earmarked for cutting emissions and fighting 
climate change. I am looking forward to introducing an oil severance tax this upcoming year, which will 
bring California up to speed in taxing oil extraction, as many other states already have in place. 
 
In particular, how can the air quality be improved in East Oakland, especially at the AB&I foundry and 
the many diesel trucks in its vicinity? 
 
Eventually, the Port of Oakland will need to go from diesel trucks to all electric trains transporting freight 
from Oakland to distribution centers in the San Joaquin Valley and Livermore and I look forward to 
helping ease that transition as much as possible.. The transition to an all-electric economy at all ports in 
the economy in general is a key component to meeting our greenhouse gas reduction goals.  
 
6. What is your position on the funding levels for general assistance, and what can be done to increase 
benefits to our most vulnerable residents? 
 
General assistance alone is inadequate for our most vulnerable residents, and the County has a 
responsibility to explore and investigate if people are eligible for other assistance programs like Medicaid, 
veterans’ assistance, and other programs. 
 
It would cost some $4,000,000,000 to house every homeless person in Alameda County with their own 
affordable housing unit at the oft-cited cost of $500,000 per affordable unit. Alternatively, it would cost 
$400,000,000 or less to provide every homeless person in Alameda County a Tiny Home (e.g., 
https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_
li_ss_tl ).  Which alternative would you advocate for, or do you have another solution that provides 
housing for all of Alameda County's homeless residents? 
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As you know, I’ve authored three major pieces of legislation on ADUs. While they are more expensive 
than a tiny home, they provide a more long-term solution to housing inadequacies. As County Supervisor, 
I will fight to allow every resident, regardless of how close they are to transportation, to be able to build 
an ADU and allow Alameda County to be a leader on this front. 
 
What priority should be given to housing the homeless? 
 
My first priority as County Supervisor is preventing homelessness, because as we find house those 
experiencing homelessness, new people become homeless. I would fight to prevent homelessness by 
providing rental assistance at the court level if people are being evicted, which will be the first line of 
defense to stop people from becoming homeless. Housing the homeless still remains a top priority of mine 
as County Supervisor, but we also need to ensure we are preventing future instances of homelessness. 
 
Would you support Alameda County providing free public transportation passes to all its homeless and 
indigent residents? 
 
The state has provided money to each transit agency to determine how to best subsidize transit. Many 
have chosen to give free passes to young people and college students, so extending these opportunities to 
homeless residents would be an avenue worth exploring. 
 
Would you support the County taking over Berkeley's Alta Bates hospital and running it rather than 
seeing it close?  Alternatively, assuming Alta Bates is fated to close, would you support building a new 
hospital facility with easy access to I-80? 
 
I support continuing with medical services at the Alta Bates location. To maintain it as a hospital, we need 
enormous investment in upgrading the facilities to ensure Alta Bates is up to modern earthquake safety 
codes. We inherently have problems with hospitals located on fault lines.  
 
7.  A Restorative Justice Plan has now been implemented in Alameda County. What is your assessment of 
how it is working, and what can be done to improve it?  
 
I have been an advocate of restorative justice as a member of the Senate and Assembly Judicial 
committees. I need to do more research on how Alameda County’s current Plan has been implemented, 
but I support the Restorative Justice Plan.  
 
8. Now that a firm foundation for establishing public banks has been established by the legislature 
through AB 857, would you introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make Alameda County a founding 
member, participant in, and part owner of the Public Bank of the East Bay? 
 
Yes, as a supporter of AB 857 in the State Senate, I would introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make 
Alameda County a founding member, participant in, and part owner of the Public Bank of the East Bay. 
 



9. What part of County services do you feel is doing a good job and should be an example of how we 
should be working?  
 
The Alameda County Library System is doing a great job, as they continue to provide innovative 
programming and adult and childrens’ services while operating on a shoestring budget. 
 
10. What part of County services do you feel is not doing an acceptable job and what would you do about 
it? 
 
I am concerned with the high number of inmate deaths in Santa Rita Jail. I agree with Sheriff Aherns that 
we need an audit of the Alameda County Sheriff’s Office, however I believe this audit does not go far 
enough. We also need to establish a task force to conduct research and receive recommendations from 
workers within the jail, including mental health professionals and others. Lastly, we need to implement 
these changes and review how these changes improve conditions inside Santa Rita Jail. 
 
11. The Board of Supervisors appoints the County's Registrar of Voters. How would you assess the 
current RoV's job performance? 
 
Typically, the Registrar of Voters is called upon when something goes wrong with cote counts or 
members of the community are disenfranchised. We have not had such scandals in Alameda County in 
years, so I believe the Registrar of Voters is doing a good job.  
 
What is your position on Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff Voting for County use? 
 
From my perspective, ranked choice voting is still in its experimental days and I have heard good 
arguments for and against. In my current Senate District, there is no city or other municipality that has 
adopted Ranked-Choice Voting to elect their officials. I am open to the idea of ranked choice voting and 
recognize its effort to ensure that leaders elected thru this system more accurately reflect the desires of the 
electorate.  
 
What are your thoughts on hand-counted ballots, or other solutions that ensure properly tallied elections? 
 
The uncertainty presented with 100% electronic balloting and the possibility of mischief leaves us no 
other choice but to fall back on hand-counted ballots. I support hand-counted ballots. 
 
12. What role, if any, should the County have in coordinating various local jurisdictions (especially 
between cities) regarding such issues as emergency planning (including for earthquakes), poverty, or 
crime, which crosses city borders. For example, is the county the responsible body for getting the radio 
systems of local police to be inter-exchangeable, and if not, who is the responsible body? 
 
As the author of legislation to create the Integrated Climate Adaptation and Resiliency Program (ICARP), 
and the Climate Advisory Task Force, my vision for adaptation and resiliency planning coordinates state 
funding and expertise with regional partners. The county has a role with local governments and the State 



as we collaborate across the region on emergency planning, poverty, crime, and other issues, but currently 
this responsibility falls on the State of California.  
 
13. Would you support a region-wide gasoline tax sufficient to make public transportation free for all? 
 
I supported the 12-cent gas tax through SB 1, Measure BB, RM 3, and every other sales tax and revenue 
option to improve transit and rail service. My priority with additional monies would be to build out the 
system and provide seamless interaction between the various transportation agencies first, and then 
explore pricing options.  
 
Do you support the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary bonds and taxation to create it? 
 
I support both the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary bonds and taxation to create it. 
However, I would prefer to use taxation over bonds to create the needed revenue.  
 
Alternatively, another bridge across the Bay with the ability to handle BART, bicycles and pedestrians, as 
well as standard vehicle traffic?  Would you support legislation to set a goal to make Alameda County 
fossil-fuel free, and if so, by what target year? 
 
No, I would not support building another bridge across the Bay. I support a rail bridge for use across the 
old Dumbarton Freight Bridge. I want to encourage the next generation of Alameda County residents and 
Bay Area commuters to utilize public transportation at its fullest capacity and maximize opportunties for 
individuals to bike and walk between locations. As far as making Alameda County fossil-fuel free, I 
support the Governor’s carbon-neutral goal of 2045 and will work as County Supervisor to make sure 
Alameda County carbon neutral. I have made it part of my campaign platform to ensure that Alameda 
County modernizes its Climate Action Plan and adapt the newest strictest standards to bring our county 
into 100%carbon neutrality during my tenure on the Board of Supervisors.  
 
14. Do you support legislation that would establish more oversight of Sheriff's departments by their 
county's Board of Supervisors? (In particular, given the tremendous problems at Santa Rita jail, including 
but not limited to: (a) massive lawsuit payments for improper medical care; (b) inmate deaths at far higher 
than national rates, and (c) the fact that while Santa Rita jail now houses far fewer inmates than it did a 
decade ago, yet the Sheriff's budget is much higher.) What tack would you take towards oversight of the 
Alameda County Sheriff's department? 
 
Yes, I support legislation that would establish more oversight of Sheriff’s departments by their County’s 
Board of Supervisors. We need to have professionals in peer review opine in how we remedy the situation 
with suicides, mental health, inadequate service, and then implement the program set forward by these 
professionals. Some of this may entail moving inmates to a hospital or mental health facility to receive the 
services they need. Rather than dehumanizing the experience of being in the County Jail, we need to work 
together in our administration of services.  
 



15. Besides the Board of Supervisors, for each of the other agencies and commissions that you serve on, 
please provide a summary of your accomplishments and future plans with that body. 
 
In 2020, I will serve on the Senate Budget Committee, Judiciary Committee, Transportation Committee, 
Housing Committee, and Environmental Committee. I will continue to attend hearings and cast votes, and 
introduce legislation in these committees. 
 
16. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign? 
 
I have been receiving money from individual donors, from my colleagues in Sacramento, and from local 
organizations, businesses and unions.  
 
Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 
 
I am not soliciting or accepting contributions from PG&E as well as tobacco companies. 
 
17. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect you? 
 
As County Supervisor, I will continue to have an open door policy as I have had during my time on the 
City Council and in the State Legislature. Any member of the community can ask questions of my office, 
and either myself or my staff will be helpful in assisting constituents across District 1. 
 
That is, how can we participate in holding you accountable after you are elected? 
 
My Senate office closed 84 different cases for constituent issues and problems, and sent out 6,583 letters 
and 750,294 individual emails to the constituents of the 10th Senate District in 2019 alone. I conducted a 
number of public forums, participated in public events, and will continue to do so as County Supervisor. 
My staff, along with myself, will be responsive and available to all constituents. 
 
18. What endorsements have you received thus far? 
 
I am proud to have received endorsements from organizations such as SEIU Local 1021, Fremont Fire 
(IAFF Local 1689), the Tri-Valley Democratic Club, and the Alameda County Engineers Association. 
Many of my colleagues from Sacramento have also endorsed my campaign, including Lieutenant 
Governor Eleni Kounalakis, Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins, Former Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Delaine, Eastin among others. I have also received endorsements from the majority of the 
Fremont Unified School Board. A full list of my endorsements can be viewed at 
https://www.bobwieckowski.com/endorsements. 
 
19.  What is your political party affiliation and how committed are you to that affiliation? 
 
My political party affiliation is to the Democratic Party, and I have been a Democrat throughout my life. 
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20. Anything else you would like to add? 
 
I am about to enter my 10th year in the State Legislature, where I have been a champion for our state’s 
poorest residents facing the challenges of bankruptcy, as well as a leader for the environment and 
advocate for stronger consumer protections. I have developed a strong skillset and understanding of 
public policy that I feel would be a great benefit to the Alameda County Board of Supervisors.  


