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GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION

Name: Esther Goolsby
Website: www.Goolsby4District4.net
Line of work: Environmental Justice Community Organizer/ Advocate/ Activist/ Freedom fighter

1) Why are you running for a seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors?

I believe that a seat on the County Board of Supervisors holds an immense amount of power to 
create positive change. I am running for the District 4 seat on the Alameda County Board of 
Supervisors to initiate shifts in Housing and Homelessness, Planning and Community, Climate 
Change and Emergency Preparedness and to facilitate more efficient distribution of resources to
support ongoing and important work of organizations to better support residents in the county. I 
have a record within the community as a committed advocate who remains active and educated 
about local issues. I was born in Alameda County and raised in East Oakland, so I am grounded 
in community and will continue to engage and communicate with residents and community 
groups. I am the choice for a seat change who will challenge fragility, courageously shift the 
paradigm and harness people's power to facilitate positive change, a healthier environment and 
society for all Alameda County Residents.

2) What do you believe are the main priorities to be addressed by the County Board of 
Supervisors?

Climate Change and Emergency Preparedness

To properly and safely deal with the rapid development of climate chaos, I believe the main 
priorities to be addressed by the County Board of Supervisors are:

  ●   reducing local pollution with dedicated efforts to decreasing emissions from large 
stationary sources of pollution,

  ●   developing an equitable plan for climate-resilient neighborhoods (through resiliency hubs),

  ●   designing and implementing comprehensive city and unincorporated areas plans for each 
city within Alameda County

http://www.Goolsby4District4.net/


Housing and Homelessness

To address the historic increase in unhoused persons in the county and the over-representation 
of vulnerable populations being impacted by this crisis, we need to build more accessible and 
affordable housing. These projects must prioritize housing the houseless by decreasing 
inefficiencies in current housing waitlists and lottery programs. Unsheltered neighbors are more
prone to increased physical ailments and behavioral issues while unhoused. Additionally, the 
lack of sanitation resources and vector control support for unhoused communities exacerbates 
injustices in environmental justice and frontline communities. 

We have a record number of houseless people which includes seniors, families with young 
children, people living out of their cars. Since rent control has passed statewide, I will help to 
ensure protections to sustain and close any loopholes that enable landlords to raise the rent. I 
seek to prioritize building multi-family unit housing and apartments to keep up with our rising 
population and also ensure that we have protections in place for Alameda County natives to be 
able to move back to the cities they are from. With the rise in technology and corporate entities, 
there are more and more luxury apartments and market-rate housing being developed. We need 
to ensure that  30% of housing developed is dedicated to affordable housing for people who live
in / are from the area that is being developed.

3) What are the most critical problems facing the county?

The state of our climate and other aspects of our environment requires active leadership; which 
I am uniquely poised to take. While elected leaders often operate in decision making which 
impacts their constituents in ways that they are unaware of, I am personally affected and well 
versed in the language and leadership that climate change, environmental justice and other 
injustices that Alameda County which residents are enduring daily and which could be 
alleviated by systemic change and cross-sector collaboration.

Not many residents are aware of the duties of an Alameda County Board Supervisor and I 
would like to share with the residents how the supervisors oversee and manage county 
departments and invite them to visit, engage and hold the county accountable to a partnership 
with the people by insisting new solutions and dedication to values. The past two decades have 
shown increases in population, wealth and unfortunately, historic disparity. The potential of a 
thriving District 4, where the equitable distribution of public resources, community, and civic 
engagement have not yet been realized. Residents experience local policies in their everyday 
lives and in their neighborhoods, schools, transit systems. The only way the County can change 
is for there to be new energy, ideas, policies, improvement in oversight and existing procedures 
and renewed collaborative practices.

  ●   Climate Chaos- the Bay Area is becoming one of the most polluted areas in the country,



  ●   Addressing the Alameda County Board of Supervisors' role in oversight of the Bay Area 
Air Quality Management District. The residents of Alameda County cannot and should no 
longer have the bear the brunt of this capitalist, imperialist and extractive system that relies 
on fossil fuel production and burdening the environment and impacting population health.

  ●   Inadequate funding for our public schools and educators and inequitable distribution of 
resources. California is 41st in the nation when it comes to per-pupil funding. We need to 
invest in educational attainment for our children and young people from the very 
beginning.

  ●   Public land for public good. So far Alameda County leadership has not been faithful to this 
principle, with several unused or misused public properties and facilities which are not 
benefiting the constituents of the county. Alameda County is booming with rapid 
development, driven by a rise in tech innovation, investments, and venture capitalism, at a 
time where equitable development is becoming increasingly less possible. Any public land 
that is proposed to be developed needs to go through a transparent process with the affected
community that allows community members to share their concerns and propose other 
ideas for how the public land could be used, if not being developed for the community 
good.

4) Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of Alameda 
County Supervisor.

I have been an East Oakland resident for 43 years and have been involved in community work 
for the past 15 years, the majority of my adult life. I have volunteered many hours to various 
local organizations and county initiatives over the years on matters such as healthy food and 
local farm sourcing, air quality and environmental health, true public safety, etc. For the past 3 
years, I have been the East Oakland organizer with Communities for a Better Environment and I
have been a member Advocate/ Activist/ Freedom fighter with the organization for 8 years. In 
the past, I have participated in the steering committee for HOPE (Health for Oakland People 
and Environment) Collaborative, volunteering and staff for Acta Non Verba Farm: Youth Urban 
Farm Project and currently sits on the Board for The REAL Peoples Fund. I am also one of the 
Anchor Owners of People Power Solar Cooperative, the first-ever residential-owned solar 
cooperative in the United States (as far as the cooperative knows). I am running for the District 
4 seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors to initiate shifts in Housing and 
Homelessness, Planning and Community, Climate Change and Emergency Preparedness and to 
facilitate more efficient distribution of resources to support ongoing and important work of 
organizations to better support residents in the county.
The state of our climate and other aspects of our environment requires active leadership; which 
I am uniquely poised to take. While elected leaders often operate in decision making which 
impacts their constituents in ways that they are unaware of, I am personally affected and well 



versed in the language and leadership that climate change, environmental justice and other 
injustices that Alameda County which residents are enduring daily and which could be 
alleviated by systemic change and cross-sector collaboration.

5) A. Are there any strategies to reduce Green House Gases (GHG) that you are working to 
advance?

Most of the initiatives that have been proposed seem to be false solutions and are not prepared 
to advance change at the accelerated rate needed to reduce emissions by the critical deadline of 
2030. Conservation programs and promoting our responsibility in-house the connection to 
consuming and bring back “old fashioned blame” we all didn’t make it this chaos but/and it is 
our responsibility to do something now while we are here. With community, we have the 
solutions to transition to a clean regenerated plan.

B. In particular, how can the air quality be improved in East Oakland, especially at AB&I and 
the many diesel trucks in its vicinity?

Holding other government bodies accountable to what their job and duties are, the Bay Area Air
Quality Management District is the regulatory body over stationary sources and they haven’t 
done enough in their power for community health since the 1960s. Advancing the work that 
CARB can to in the County around mobile sources. Equitable ways the county can help cities 
build plans with health in mind.

6) A. What is your position on the funding levels for general assistance, and what can be done to 
increase benefits to our most vulnerable residents?

The county has direct authority to increase it if it decides to allocate the funds. As it reads now 
“indigent adults and emancipated minors who are legal residents of Alameda County and who 
have no other means of support. It is a state-mandated program that is locally administered and 
funded by the County of Alameda”, The general assistance is currently unlivable low anywhere 
in Alameda County. Even if a person is also eligible for Food Stamp benefits of up to $200 per 
month, it would be hard to thrive especially if you are also living with ongoing health, mental or
any other issues that would impact daily life. I plan on playing a huge part in all the County’s 
nonaction on issues that affect the residents which lead to being in need of assistance including 
loss of housing.

It would cost some $4,000,000,000 to house every homeless person in Alameda County with 
their own affordable housing unit at the oft-cited cost of $500,000 per affordable unit. 
Alternatively, it would cost $400,000,000 or less to provide every homeless person in Alameda 
County a Tiny Home (e.g., https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-
module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_li_ss_tl ).

https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_li_ss_tl


B. Which alternative would you advocate for, or do you have another solution that provides 
housing for all of Alameda County's homeless residents?

There is no question that something, a lot of things must happen/help to change the outcome of 
the humans that are forced or choose to be on the streets. Starting with all of the current rent 
plans, how is it equitable and soon will it get human in homes has the money gone and to what. 
Where the money has been spent so far. Working with the people that are in the streets doing the
work and to assist is one way I plan on getting the homeless housed. There is also the huge 
issue of speculators and corporate landlords that are raising rents beyond the reach of people, 
while the Oakland continues to approve above-market rate housing left and right. We need 
policies that require developers to produce genuinely affordable housing (i.e. that $4 billion isn't
all public money). We also need wrap-around services combined with housing, because housing
alone is not enough.

C. What priority should be given to housing the homeless?

This situation will be a top priority

D. Would you support Alameda County providing free public transportation passes to all its 
homeless and indigent residents?

Yes, I would. Need to understand what means, even if there is a plan, it most likely is not 
equitable. I will pay close attention to this.

E. Would you support the County taking over Berkeley's Alta Bates hospital and running it 
rather than seeing it close? Alternatively, assuming Alta Bates is fated to close, would you 
support building a new hospital facility with easy access to I-80?

Yes, we must have hospitals is our cities and having any county without them and access, will 
be a plan to fail.

7) A Restorative Justice Plan has now been implemented in Alameda County. What is your 
assessment of how it is working, and what can be done to improve it?

At this time I have not seen nor read the Plan. What I do know of the authorization of the 
Secretary of Education to grant $25 million to local educational agencies most directly affected 
by conflict and violence. The funds used to develop and implement conflict resolution and 
mediation programs for students, teachers, and other school personnel were only available till 
2015 and now it is 2020. We must do better on prioritizing programs that work. Overall 
outcomes look fairly positive; it seems like a step in the right direction toward closing the 
school-to-prison pipeline with community involvement that makes RJ so transformative. 
Programs that work to reduced Incarceration and Recidivism and have the involvement 



committed parents, community members and affected individuals as the decision-making 
process heads should have true accountability to the community and cost us a lot less.

8) Now that a firm foundation for establishing public banks has been established by the legislature
through AB 857, would you introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make Alameda County a 
founding member, participant in, and part-owner of the Public Bank of the East Bay?

Yes, PB is an opportunity for the county to take control of the money spent. Support creation 
will lending monies in communities and take care of the fundraising side. The Public Bank 
values are consistent with the Green New Deals, were established in the Public Back and is one 
of the essential parts, giving community creation on green jobs, the ability to fund the project 
and small business.

9) What part of County services do you feel is doing a good job and should be an example of how 
we should be working?

At this time stating an answer is at an inopportune moment

10) What part of County services do you feel is not doing an acceptable job and what would you do
about it?

Transparency in departments, but at this time stating an answer is at an inopportune moment

11) A. The Board of Supervisors appoints the County's Registrar of Voters. How would you assess 
the current RoV's job performance?

At this time I can’t answer this question, but auditing should lead to the answers.

B. What is your position on Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff Voting for county use?

I don’t support rank choice. Why? The voters should not be confused by rack-choice, it is 
simple, one to vote for who they want only.

C. What are your thoughts on hand-counted ballots, or other solutions that ensure properly 
tallied elections?

Trust, Hand counted should equal people having jobs. Oversight within departments is needed. 
At this time, not aware of other solutions. I will assess this once in the office.



12) What role, if any, should the county have in coordinating various local jurisdictions (especially 
between cities) regarding such issues as emergency planning (including for earthquakes), 
poverty, or crime, which crosses city borders. For example, is the county the responsible body 
for getting the radio systems of local police to be inter-exchangeable, and if not, who is the 
responsible body?

This is a very important issue and I am very passionate about being prepared in any state, 
especially emergency and this will be one of the top “other” issues I will be working on. 
Funding for this will need to have all local jurisdictions' involvement.

13) A. Would you support a region-wide gasoline tax sufficient to make public transportation free 
for all?

At this time stating that I will be supporting any tax answers is an inopportune moment. 

B. Do you support the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary bonds and taxation
to create it?

At this time I can’t answer this question   At this time stating that I will be supporting any tax 
answers is an inopportune moment. I do know to keep up with growing demand because our 
region has become a "megaregion" with lots of folks commuting from far away (Sacramento, 
Monterrey, Central Valley), and that adding another Transbay crossing would help make 
commute times faster and more reliable not necessary stating not commenting on taxing the 
residents.

C. Alternatively, another bridge across the Bay with the ability to handle BART, bicycles, and 
pedestrians, as well as standard vehicle traffic? Would you support legislation to set a goal to 
make Alameda County fossil-fuel free, and if so, by what target year?

I would support the goal of ending fossil-fuels by  2030 because we must have a progressive 
goal and do the work to make it happen. Another bridge across the Bay, I would need to get all 
the history of what has been discussed to reach the goal.

14) A. Do you support legislation that would establish more oversight of Sheriff's departments by 
their county's Board of Supervisors?

Yes. I support an audit of Sheriff Ahern and the ACSO (In particular, given the tremendous 
problems at Santa Rita jail, including but not limited to: (a) massive lawsuit payments for 
improper medical care; (b) inmate deaths at far higher than national rates, and (c) the fact that 
while Santa Rita jail now houses far fewer inmates than it did a decade ago, yet the Sheriff's 
budget is much higher.) Again changing the way the departments and the relationship of the 
Supervisors in holding accountability throughout the county.



B. What tack would you take towards oversight of the Alameda County Sheriff's department?

See above answer if not suffice At this time stating anything other is an inopportune moment.

15) Besides the Board of Supervisors, for each of the other agencies and commissions that you 
serve on, please provide a summary of your accomplishments and future plans with that body,

I have served on several boards of local organizations, currently, I only sit on the REAL 
People's Fund that will be financing entrepreneurs of color, creating quality jobs, and breaking 
down barriers to employment. This is a new appointment and once I’m seated on County I will 
assess the time and ability to serve. http://realpeoplesfund.org/

16) A. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign?

I have raised money from the community only as of now.

B. Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to 
accept (if any).

Any corporations, government, industry or people that aren’t aligned with a just transition, 
positive regenerative not extracting.

17) Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect you? That 
is, how can we participate in holding you accountable if you are elected?

I will be the people's voice in that seat, I plan on holding a weekly up in the cities meet-up with 
“Goolsby 4 District 4” team, myself and always open hearing from everyone.

18) What endorsements have you received thus far?

I have not as of yet.

19) What is your political party affiliation and how committed are you to that affiliation?

I have been multiple different parties since the age of 18, Change is good when needed.

http://realpeoplesfund.org/
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