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1. Why are you running for a seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors?  
 
I was born in Berkeley and have lived my whole life in Alameda County.  I grew up in a 
community, including my family and neighborhood that depended on County resources 
and am deeply aware of the impact these services can have on supporting families.  
 
If I am fortunate enough to be re-elected to this office I will continue my focus on 
Housing and serving the unsheltered population, Mental Health, and Re-Entry service 
and as Chair of the largest business association in the East Bay not only continue to lead 
the effort to keep and grow business locally but work with education and training 
programs to build the workforce for jobs. 
 
2. What do you believe are the main priorities to be addressed by the County Board of 
Supervisors? 
 
Health, welfare and safety of the community. 
 
3. What are the most critical problems facing Alameda County? 
Housing, Homelessness, Mental Health 
 
4. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of Alameda 
County Supervisor. 

 
I have served the people of District 5 as County Supervisor since 1992, prior to that I 
served as a Congressional Aide to Ron Dellums. 



I attended Peralta Community Colleges, transferred to UC Berkeley and graduated with a 
BA in Sociology and then went on to earn an MPA from Cal State Hayward. 
 
5. Are there any strategies to reduce Green House Gases (GHG) that you are working to 
advance? 
 
I have always been a leader on sustainability in the County and in 2003 I advanced and 
ultimately passed the Alameda County Green Building Ordinance that requires all new 
county buildings to be at least LEED Silver rated.  
 
On July 16, 2007 Alameda County joined 11 other counties throughout the Country in 
launching the Cool Counties initiative which is an effort to reduce local global warming 
emissions 80% by 2050, which is a very achievable goal if we reduce 2% per year. 
 
Over 15 years ago I worked with our County Department Heads to establish an Office of 
Sustainability within our General Services Agency to guide our countywide work to 
deliver service with the smallest impact on the environment possible.  
 
On October 1, 2019 I brought a resolution to the Board of Supervisors to declare a 
Climate Emergency, it passed unanimously and is completely aligned with the work 
we’ve been undertaking for over a decade. 
 
Alameda County has adopted two Climate Action Plans:  Unincorporated Areas Climate 
Action Plan and the Alameda County Climate Action Plan for Government Services and 
Operations.  These plans address reduction of greenhouse gas emissions through a 
series of 37 local programs and policy measures related to transportation, land use, 
building energy, water, waste, and green infrastructure as well as 80 recommended 
actions. 
 
In particular, how can the air quality be improved in East Oakland, especially at the AB&I 
foundry and the many diesel trucks in its vicinity? 
 
I have done a lot of work on air quality issues in my district, particularly around the Port 
of Oakland and its impacts on West Oakland. Over the years I’ve engaged our Public 
Health Department to work collaboratively with residents and CBOs in West Oakland to 
study and develop policy recommendations that were ultimately presented to the City of 
Oakland and the Port of Oakland to help guide their land use and enforcement decisions 
in the area .  I’m sure some of the learning we’ve done would be applicable to issues 
happening in East Oakland and that our Public Health Department would be happy to 
engage with the community there if asked by that community’s representative. 
 
6. What is your position on the funding levels for general assistance, and what can be done to 
increase benefits to our most vulnerable residents? 



The current maximum cash grant for a single person on GA is $336 per month in 
Alameda County.  During the last economic downturn I established a working group to 
look at GA and try to find ways to maximize the programming and keep it sustainable 
without implementing time limits and other restrictions.  We were successful in 
maintaining the program without reducing funding levels by creatively funding programs 
to assist people in transitioning onto SSI if they qualify as well as maximizing GA 
recipients participation in other benefits such as SNAP, MediCal, VA programs, 
CalWORKs and housing programs.  
 
It would cost some $4,000,000,000 to house every homeless person in Alameda County with 
their own affordable housing unit at the oft-cited cost of $500,000 per affordable unit. 
Alternatively, it would cost $400,000,000 or less to provide every homeless person in Alameda 
County a Tiny Home (e.g., 
https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKC
S/ref=as_li_ss_tl ).  Which alternative would you advocate for, or do you have another solution 
that provides housing for all of Alameda County's homeless residents? 
 
There is not a one size fits all approach to housing all of our residents.  I know that if you 
ask people who are unhoused they will have different ideas of what they want their 
housing to look like.  Also, there are many of our unsheltered residents who need 
accommodations and supports that would not be workable in a tiny home.  I believe we 
need a mix of housing resources in our community and have been leading the way on 
bringing more affordable housing funds here particularly through Measure A1 the County 
Housing Bond and the state’s No Place Like Home program as well as pushing very hard 
to make use of our existing unused housing stock and prioritizing prevention and 
anti-displacement efforts so our residents do not become homeless in the first place. 
 
What priority should be given to housing the homeless? 
This is my top priority. 
 
Would you support Alameda County providing free public transportation passes to all its 
homeless and indigent residents? 
Yes  
 
Would you support the County taking over Berkeley's Alta Bates hospital and running it rather 
than seeing it close?  Alternatively, assuming Alta Bates is fated to close, would you support 
building a new hospital facility with easy access to I-80? 
For years, I personally along with staff have been leading efforts to keep Alta Bates in 
Berkeley and we helped to fund the Health Impact Assessment conducted by UC 
Berkeley on the subject.  With our existing County hospital system struggling financially 
there would need to be a lot of work done on the feasibility of assuming operation of Alta 
Bates.  I do support building a new facility with easy access to I-80 to serve the corridor 
but hope it does not come to that. 

https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_li_ss_tl
https://www.amazon.com/Weizhengheng-expandable-prefab-module-container/dp/B079C1FKCS/ref=as_li_ss_tl


 
7.  A Restorative Justice Plan has now been implemented in Alameda County. What is your 
assessment of how it is working, and what can be done to improve it?  
We’ve had great progress and outcomes with our program but there is always more to be 
done and our next steps should be to expand the use of RJ practices in more places in 
our system.  This Saturday, I will be in San Quentin working with the No More Tears 
Program, as I have been doing for nearly 20 years now.  There is always more to be done 
and I and my staff have always taken leadership in this area. 
 
8. Now that a firm foundation for establishing public banks has been established by the 
legislature through AB 857, would you introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make Alameda 
County a founding member, participant in, and part owner of the Public Bank of the East Bay? 
I brought forward the request for Alameda County to support AB 857 and have provided a 
letter of support to the Public Bank East Bay Interim Board letting them and County 
Treasurer Hank Levy know that I fully support their efforts. 
 
9. What part of County services do you feel is doing a good job and should be an example of 
how we should be working?  
We are now, more than ever, serving our clients who utilize multiple systems seamlessly. 
Over the last couple of years we have invested in tools to allow our staff and community 
partners to be able to access information about our clients so that the client experience 
is smoother and that they’re not asked for the same information by each department.  
 
10. What part of County services do you feel is not doing an acceptable job and what would you 
do about it? 
50% of our revenue comes from the Federal and State government, they tell us how to 
use it and then audit our use.  This constrains the way we’re able to deliver our services 
and often leads to service delivery that doesn’t meet the unique needs of our community. 
 
11. The Board of Supervisors appoints the County's Registrar of Voters. How would you assess 
the current RoV's job performance? 
The Board of Supervisors is continuing to adopt best practices to improve the ROVs 
operations.  
 
What is your position on Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff Voting for County use? 
Yes 
 
What are your thoughts on hand-counted ballots, or other solutions that ensure properly tallied 
elections? 
We need transparent, multi-verifiable ways to conduct our elections.  
 
12. What role, if any, should the County have in coordinating various local jurisdictions 
(especially between cities) regarding such issues as emergency planning (including for 



earthquakes), poverty, or crime, which crosses city borders. For example, is the county the 
responsible body for getting the radio systems of local police to be inter-exchangeable, and if 
not, who is the responsible body? 
I have hosted over the years several community events about emergency planning.  Each 
City is responsible for planning and preparedness within their jurisdiction but the County 
has the role of coordinating in a regional emergency through the Emergency Operations 
Center.  In our community radio interoperability is coordinated regionally through the 
East Bay Regional Communications System Authority a Joint Powers Authority which 
spans Alameda and Contra Costa County and has participation from all of the cities and 
towns within each county as well as the county governments, fire districts, special 
districts, universities and State agencies. 
 
13. Would you support a region-wide gasoline tax sufficient to make public transportation free 
for all? 
Yes 
 
Do you support the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary bonds and taxation 
to create it? 
We must continue to develop systems that get people out of cars and using mass public 
transportation.  
 
Alternatively, another bridge across the Bay with the ability to handle BART, bicycles and 
pedestrians, as well as standard vehicle traffic?  Would you support legislation to set a goal to 
make Alameda County fossil-fuel free, and if so, by what target year? 
As a board member of the Alameda County Transportation Commission I have always 
been an advocate for public transit and bicycle/pedestrian modes of travel.  My aim is to 
always ensure that I’m advocating for those who are transit dependent and that any 
projects we embark on are done so with user accessibility and affordability in mind.  
 
I do support making Alameda County fossil-fuel free, I need to understand the 
infrastructure for renewable fuels better before I can offer a date.  I know we would need 
to invest in a much expanded charging network among other things.  
 
14. Do you support legislation that would establish more oversight of Sheriff's departments by 
their county's Board of Supervisors? 
Yes, I have been an outspoken leader on the Board of Supervisors on this issue.  
 
(In particular, given the tremendous problems at Santa Rita jail, including but not limited to: (a) 
massive lawsuit payments for improper medical care; (b) inmate deaths at far higher than 
national rates, and (c) the fact that while Santa Rita jail now houses far fewer inmates than it did 
a decade ago, yet the Sheriff's budget is much higher.) 
What tack would you take towards oversight of the Alameda County Sheriff's department? 
I have stated publicly my support for an audit of the Sheriff’s department. 



 
15. Besides the Board of Supervisors, for each of the other agencies and commissions that you 
serve on, please provide a summary of your accomplishments and future plans with that body. 
 
Alameda County Transportation Commission - Led the effort to include the most funding 
every for Bike/Ped programming and a Youth Bus Pass program in the Measure BB Countywide 
Transportation Expenditure Plan.  Will continue to advocate for those programs and ensuring 
that transit is affordable to those at depend on it. 
StopWaste.org - Passes a county wide single use bag ban and we are now looking to 
implement a countywide single use container prohibition.  
Alameda County Employee Retirement Association - worked to ensure that our retirement 
fund remains solvent and performs the best for our retirees who depend on it now and in the 
future.  We are working toward a policy for more socially responsible investments. 
East Bay Economic Development Alliance - continue to lead the largest business association 
in the East Bay and engage our cross sector members to support and retain business here. 
Bay Area Council - Served on the CASA compact steering committee to develop more housing 
regionally and will continue to advocate for regional collaboration to realize that goal. 
 
 
16. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign?  
I have been holding occasional campaign fundraisers over the years and have generally 
raised funds from everyday working people.  
 
Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if 
any).  I generally do not accept contributions from other elected officials as well as 
groups who may have a contract before the Board of Supervisors in the near future. 
 
 
17. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect you? 
I take pride in being out in the community 7 days a week, nights and weekends and 
where I am not, you can usually find my staff at neighborhood meetings, etc..  My office 
phones are always answered during business hours and there is always a staff person in 
my office should someone stop by.  We make every effort to have a presence at 
community events such as street fairs so that people and stop by and chat and we also 
have a robust newsletter we use to make sure the community knows what’s happening in 
the county.  We also community meetings and forums on topics of interest to our 
residents to try and bring the best and latest information to people.  
 
That is, how can we participate in holding you accountable after you are elected? 
 
 
18. What endorsements have you received thus far? 
The campaign season has just begun and so far I’ve received the endorsements of: 



Alameda County Central Labor Council 
SEIU 1021 
 
 
19.  What is your political party affiliation and how committed are you to that affiliation? 
Democrat  
 
 
 
20. Anything else you would like to add? 
I have always focused on inclusion, being accessible, transparent and keeping everyone 
updated with information that they can use and share and I will continue to do that if I am 
re-elected to serve the people of District 5. 
 


