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1) Why do you want to be a judge? 

I am currently employed as a workers’ compensation administrative law judge by the 
State of California. My current position provides me with limited powers. I adjudicate all 
matters under the umbrella of the laws of workers’ compensation in the State of 
California.  

I have worked for the Department of Industrial Relations, Division of Workers’ 
Compensation in the Oakland District Office since March 1, 2005. I very much enjoy my 
job. I am ready to increase my jurisdictional powers to preside over matters addressed by 
the County Courts.  

As a seasoned trial judge, presiding over 50 matters per week over the last 16 years, I feel 
qualified to take over the open seat at the Alameda County Superior Court.  

My main goal as a Superior Court Judge would be to work on committees in the juvenile 
justice system to help with reforming the way in which youth are punished in order to cut 
down on the recidivism rates. I believe to correct the system we need to start with the 
youth.  

What do you believe are the main priorities for a Superior Court Judge? 

The main priority of a judge is to serve the public.  A good judicial officer knows how to 
communicate with the public at large.  Moving calendar expeditiously and issuing 
decisions quickly are the primary duties of a judicial officer.   

 



2) Give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 
Superior Court Judge. 

I am currently employed as an administrative law judge by the State of California, 
Department of Industrial Relations, Division of Workers' Compensation.  I have held this 
position for the last 15 years.  I adjudicate workers' compensation matters.  The work I do 
is no different than the work a Superior Court Judge does in our juvenile system or in 
family courts in that all of my trials are bench trials.  I preside over trials, settlement 
conferences, conduct discovery hearings.  I issue rulings in written pleadings.  I write 
judicial decisions.   

Prior to becoming a judge I was a litigator.  I spent 90% of my time in court before I 
became a judge. 

3) Please identify any endorsements you have received thus far. 

Malia Cohen:  Chair, California Board of Equalization 

James Buttler:  Butler & Viadro, Past president of San Francisco trial lawyers 
association, Past president of California Applicant’s Attorney’s 

The Honorable Kearse MGill, State Bar Court Hearing and Review Judge 

Frank Russo, attorney at law, Boxer & Gerson 

I could name a large number of attorneys who support and endorse my election.  I am 
limiting my list to individuals who are politically known for their contributions to the 
State of California. 

4) Describe the sources of the financial contributions received by your campaign. 

None.  I am attempting to run a grass roots campaign.   

When I reach out to people my first priority is to obtain their support of my campaign 
rather than to hit them up for financial contributions.   

I plan on spending the next couple of months walking around Alameda County, 
introducing myself to voters.  

Please identify any sources from which (or whom) you would refuse to accept campaign 
contributions. 

I would accept donations from labor unions and law firms.  I would reject funds from 
large corporations such as banks or insurance companies.   

How much money do you currently have for this race? 



 

I am currently tapping into my personal savings.  If I have to rely on my own savings, my 
budget for running this campaign is around $5,000.00. 

I personally believe a lot can be done with that amount of money. 

Unfortunately, one thing I did have to pass on due to a lack of funds was placing a bio 
about me in the voter guide.  Alameda County was charging over $25,000.00 for 200 
words to be put in the voter guide.   

How much money do you plan to raise? 

I am hoping to raise $75,000. 

5) How would you assess the job performance of the previous Superior Court Judge 
who occupied Seat 2? 

To be perfectly honest, it makes no difference to me what kind of judge was in the seat 
for which I am competing.  I know who I am.  I know what I stand for.  I will not be 
influenced one way or another by the person whose seat I hope to take over. 

Please cite specific strengths and/or weaknesses. 

Judge Brosnahan and I have one big thing in common. We both have a desire to divert 
defendants away from incarceration, diverting them into treatment programs. 

6) Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself accountable to the voters 
who elect you? 

In January of 2020 I will have been employed by the State of California for 20 years.  I 
have been held accountable to the people of the State of California for the duration of my 
employment, but especially over the last 16 years as a judge.  

I am employed to provide a service for the people.  If elected as a Superior Court Judge, I 
would continue to hold myself accountable to the public.   

When I make an error, I own up to it and apologize. I am respected in my courtroom for 
learning and growing from mistakes, like if I could not get to their hearings fast enough 
or took longer than I thought I should take to issue a ruling, rather than hiding from them. 

I treat the parties who appear before me with respect.  

How can the voters participate in holding you accountable if you are elected? 



Judges are held accountable in various ways.  Parties can file ethical complaints against 
judges. Apart from that, I have been trained to learn and grow from constructive 
criticism. I do try to make myself available for parties to talk to me (as long as the 
conversation is not an ex-parte communication).   

I am a yoga instructor.  I normally invite my yoga students to provide me with feedback 
after each class so that I can improve. I do the same in my life as an administrative law 
judge, asking for feedback from which I can improve upon. 

7) When were you admitted to the California Bar? 

December, 1990 

Have you ever the subject of any disciplinary actions by the State Bar or sanctions 
by any court? 
 
No     
 
If so, describe the underlying circumstances which lead to such disciplinary actions 
and/or sanctions. 
 
Not applicable.     
 
8) Describe, chronologically, your law practice and experience after your graduation 
from law school. 

State Compensation Insurance Fund (5/1991-12/1997): 

House counsel.  I represented State Compensation Insurance Fund against claims filed by 
injured workers. My job duties involved writing settlement proposals for insurance 
adjusters, conducting discovery, which included subpoenaing of medical records, hiring 
of investigators to obtain surveillance video, deposing witnesses, including physicians 
presenting cases at trial. 

Durard, McKenna & Borg (12/1997 – 12/1999):  

I was an associate attorney representing injured workers in front of the workers’ 
compensation board. I also represented individuals at social security hearings.   

Law Offices of Joseph C. Waxman (1/2000 -3/2005):  

I was an associate attorney representing injured workers in front of the workers’ 
compensation board. I also represented individuals at social security hearings.   

Workers’ Compensation Administrative Law Judge (3/2005 to present): 



I work at the Oakland District office of the Division of Workers’ Compensation.  As a 
worker’s compensation judge, I preside over settlement conferences as well as trials.  I 
issue findings of fact. My decisions may be appealed to the Worker’s Compensation 
Appeals Board as well as to the District Court of the Court of Appeal. If no appeals are 
taken my determination is final. 

The workload of a workers’ compensation judge is on the higher scale.  In an average 
week I process anywhere from 50-100 cases. 

9) What has been the general nature of your legal practice? 

My area of expertise is in workers’ compensation. However, I deal with a variety of 
complex legal issues including, jurisdictional problems, contract interpretation, 
application of legislative intent, and fraud.   
I have had my fair share of exposure over the years in criminal courts as well as family 
courts.  I am not a stranger to civil litigation either.   

Please describe your typical clients and mention the areas, if any, in which you have 
specialized, including any significant pro bono commitments or efforts. 

It has been 16 years since I represented anyone.  Before I was hired for my current 
position, I represented injured workers for seven years before which I represented State 
Compensation Insurance Fund. 

10) Describe up to five of the most significant litigated matters which you personally 
handled and give the citations thereto, if the cases were reported. 

It has been 16 years since I litigated any cases so I cannot respond to this question from 
the perspective of an attorney. 

As a judge I have presided over a number of matters that I personally found 
significant.  As to whether any of the cases I presided over were reported in any 
publications, I cannot answer since there have been many.  

I have submitted to decision over 1,000 cases while presiding over workers’ 
compensation matters.  

Give a capsule summary of the substance of each case and a succinct statement of 
what you believe the particular significance of the case. 
 
Not applicable. 
 
Identify the party or parties whom you represented; describe the nature of your 
participation in the litigation and the final disposition of the case. 
 
Not applicable.  



 
11) Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If so, please provide 
the details, including the office involved, whether it was elected or appointed, and 
the length of your service, giving dates. 

No.                                                 

12) Please list all bar associations and professional societies of which you are a 
member. 

Member of the Executive Committee of the State Bar of California: 2011-2013- chair of 
the educational committee 2013. 

Executive Board Member of the California Worker’s Compensation Conference of 
Judges 2006-2010 – Vice president of the conference 2009-2010. 

Member of CASE.  

Member of Alameda County Bar Association 

Member of the State Bar of California  

Do you serve on the board of any organization that provides direct legal services to 
indigent and/or underrepresented communities? 

Because of the job I have I am not allowed to provide legal advice.  I am therefore not 
allowed to serve on any boards that provide legal service or advice. 

13) List any personal charitable or community activities you in the past or are 
currently involved in. 

I have been an active member of my community. I served on parent teacher associations, 
tutored the football team at Alameda High School, participated and served on a variety of 
boards at Alameda High School. I was actively involved in my children’s swim teams.  

I also volunteered at the Alameda Food bank on a number of occasions.  

14) Please list all organizations and associations other than bar associations or 
professional societies of which you are (or have been) a member, including civic, 
charitable, religious, educational, social and fraternal organizations. 
 
Not applicable. 
  
15) What are your views on the prison industrial complex? Please describe what you 
think should be done to address the issue? 



I am a proponent of the no cash bail system.  Money should not be what determines 
whether you can be released from jail while awaiting trial on the charges that have been 
levied against you. For violent acts, there are times when incarceration is appropriate 
while awaiting trial. But non -violent cases should not have to be kept incarcerated just 
because bail cannot be met financially.  

What are your views on addressing the problem of the high number of young people 
of color in prison or otherwise under the supervision of the criminal justice system? 

There is a higher rate of the poor agreeing to a plea deal if the opportunity to be released 
while awaiting trial is non-existent.  One is more likely to enter a plea just to be 
released. I am concerned about the number of young African American and Hispanic 
males incarcerated.   

The incarceration rates will not change until our poorer communities are provided with 
funding to provide proper educational opportunities, appropriate childcare, medical care, 
and drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs. 

The rate of recidivism will not reduce until we stop the continuing punishment of those 
who have already served their times.   

Once you have served time you are branded for life.  It’s extremely difficult to re-enter 
society on a clean slate.   

16) Give examples of how you have reacted to incidents of racism, sexism, 
homophobia, etc. directed to others in your professional life. 

Unfortunately I have witnessed sexism toward female attorneys.  I held the party 
committing the offense accountable by calling them out on their behavior and demanding 
that an apology be offered.   

Have you ever asked something important to stand up for others?  Give examples. 

People have a right to their opinions. I do listen to others and contemplate their position 
before I decide how to respond.  Sometimes just staying quiet works the best.   

After 16 years on the bench I have learned that it is not always worth challenging 
someone on their beliefs, especially when it is obvious that no matter what was said, such 
beliefs will not change. 

What do you do when confronted with an opinion that differs from your own? 

People have a right to their opinions. I do listen to others and contemplate their position 
before I decide how to respond.  Sometimes just staying quiet works the best. After 16 
years on the bench I have learned that it is not always worth challenging someone on 



their beliefs, especially when it is obvious that no matter what was said, such beliefs will 
not change. 

17) Is there anything else you would like to add? 

I am in immigrant from Hungary.  My family was exiled after my father’s arrest for 
political reasons in 1975. 

I know first hand what it is like to be separated from your country, your family, and your 
friends because of politics.  I sympathize with the immigrants seeking asylum to this 
country so that they can have a better life for themselves and families.  

I appreciate the opportunities I have been provided through immigration.  I believe I have 
been driven to work in the public sector because of my need to give back to the country 
that has provided me a home. 

 


