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GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 
Please email your responses to acgreens1992@gmail.com. In the subject line, please 
include "California Senate/ Assembly, District [ ]". 
 
We prefer that you convert your answered questionnaire into a .pdf document, so we 
can post it directly to our website. In addition, please also include your responses as 
text in the body of your email. Kindly do not send a .docx attachment. 
 
If it is not possible for you to email, please snailmail your responses so we receive them 
by 12/19, to: 
 
California Legislature 
c/o Green Party of Alameda County, 
2022A Blake Street * Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
 
Name: Rob Bonta 
 
Phone: 510-872-5141 
 
Email: robbonta@gmail.com 
  
Website: www.robbonta.com   
 
Current line of work: Assemblymember, 18th District 

  
1. Why are you running for State Legislature? What are your qualifications? 
What have you accomplished in any offices you now hold or have recently held? 
 
I’m running for State Assembly because I believe that every Californian should have a 
voice at the table and I’m the right candidate to represent those voices. I’ve been a 
proven leader since my election to the Assembly in 2012 and want to continue to use 
the experience I’ve gained to bring the greatest positive impact for the 18th district and 
beyond.  
 
As a graduate of Yale College and Yale Law School, an attorney who has served in 
private practice and with the San Francisco City Attorney’s office, a former local elected 
official in Alameda and as the elected Assemblymember of Assembly District 18 since 
2012, I know that I bring a diverse set of experiences and background to this role.  
 
Since I have been elected, I have been able to author some of the most impactful, 
significant, and ground-breaking laws that have reflected our California values of 



Justice, Inclusion, Equity, and Opportunity. In 2016, we passed the TRUTH Act to stand 
up for, defend, and protect our immigrant neighbors. We protected Californians from 
across the state from unfair Surprise Medical Bills. In 1996, California became the first 
state to legalize medical cannabis. But for almost 20 years, the legislature had been 
unable to agree on comprehensive regulations. Working with a bipartisan coalition of my 
colleagues, I was able to successfully bring the different stakeholders together and 
craft, for the first time, a set of rules that ensure patients have access to their medicine 
and ensure it’s safe. In 2014, we ensured our hard-working teachers receive the 
retirement they were promised. We tackled California’s biggest unfunded liability head 
on, and instead of a $73 billion dollar unfunded liability and a CalSTRS fund that would 
be depleted after 30 years. Now, we’ve ensured it will be fully-funded after 30 years with 
a “shared responsibility” approach that creates an ongoing permanent funding solution 
that achieves full funding for our teachers’ retirement. In 2017, we passed the Buy 
Clean California Act, the nation’s first climate change law of its kind that lowers 
greenhouse gas emissions in public infrastructure projects. In 2018, we achieved 
historic bail reform in California buy passing a bill that ends an unfair, unsafe, predatory, 
for-profit money bail system and replaces it with a system that’s safer and more fair. A 
system based on an individual’s risk and not on their wealth. In 2019, I authored the 
strongest-in-the-nation law banning for-profit, private prisons and civil detention centers 
in California. I also joint authored legislation that increased tenant protections against 
rent-gouging and unjust evictions.  
 
California has done a lot since I have been in office and I look forward to continue 
tackling the big issues in the 2020 legislative session. 
 
2.  Where are you getting your funding for the campaign? 
 
Are there any sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you 
refuse to accept? Do you refuse to accept money from developers or 
corporations or their PACs? 
 
I do not accept money from tobacco, oil, Walmart and charter schools.  
 
I accept money from developers and corporations.  
 
  
3. Are you interested in the involvement/opinions of individual constituents? 
 
What is required of a constituent to meet with you? 
 
Absolutely. Many of the best ideas I’ve had for legislation or other ways to help 
residents of the 18th Assembly District and California have come from constituents. My 
partnership and relationship with my constituents is invaluable to me. 
 



I host a number of events to engage with my constituents. I also meet with constituents 
in my Capitol and District offices regularly.  
 
Specifically, I host a series of constituent engagement events every year, including 
community coffees in Oakland, Alameda and San Leandro at which constituents can 
schedule an appointment to meet with me one on one. I host a walk and talk event at 
which constituents can join me on a walk around Lake Merritt or Alameda Point to 
discuss different issues. I also host an annual Assembly District 18 Awards Ceremony 
at which I invite all my constituents to a fun evening where we celebrate many great 
leaders and organizations throughout our beautiful district.  
 
The best way for a constituent to meet with me is to contact my District or Capitol office 
and work through my scheduler to set up an appointment.  
 
But I meet and interact with constituents daily, as an active resident of my District, and 
have regular organic meetings with constituents.  
 
4. Please provide your positions/ policy proposals on the following issues. 
Indicate your sponsorship and/or votes on previous relevant legislation and 
desire for future legislation. We encourage you to discuss funding sources for 
program proposals. 
 
- budget deficits: I’ve been fortunate to serve in the Legislature during some of 
California’s greatest economic years. I believe it’s important to pass balanced budgets 
and plan for the future which we have done since establishing California’s rainy-day 
fund. 
 
- income, wealth, and tax inequality: The growing wage gap needs to be addressed. 
I’ve supported the millionaire’s tax both times it was on our ballot. I’ve also co-authored 
a bill to close the carried interest loophole that allows hedge fund billionaires to avoid 
paying their fair share of taxes. I have regularly supported minimum wage increases as 
well as the establishment and expansion of the CA earned income tax credit (EITC), 
two-well established approaches to addressing income inequality.  
 
- universal ("Medicare for All") healthcare legislation (state and national): We must 
provide high-quality, affordable and accessible healthcare for all Californians. I support 
a single-payer health care system and was a co-author of SB 562.  
 
- controlling the influences of profit-driven prescription drug and vaccine 
manufacturers: I supported AB 824 to lower prescription drug costs and believe that 
everybody should have access to affordable medication. 
 
- legalization of psychedelic plants and/or additional policy on marijuana: Creating 
effective cannabis policy in California has been one of my key legislative priorities. I was 
the lead author of AB 266, the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MCRSA) 



which created the medical framework for cannabis in California. I supported Proposition 
64, which legalized cannabis. Since then I have been dedicated to ensuring patients 
can obtain the medicine they need, children are protected from products and 
advertising, adults over 21 can use cannabis safely and responsibly, and that Our War 
on Cannabis ends and young people especially those from communities of color are no 
longer criminalized. 
 
In 2018, I authored AB 1793 which creates a simpler pathway for Californians to have 
certain criminal convictions for previous cannabis-related offenses removed or reduced 
on their records. This bill was signed into law and has already helped thousands of 
Californians.  
 
To protect patients who are sick against needless discrimination in the workplace, I 
introduced AB 2069 which would have required that the medical use of cannabis, be 
given the exact same “reasonable accommodation” as prescription drugs, opioids, 
under California’s Fair Employment and Housing Act (FEHA). I plan to reintroduce this 
bill again next year. 
 
- fracking and other environmental issues: I oppose fracking and believe we need to 
continue our progress protecting the environment. Environmental regulations play a 
critically important role in our state and I’m not supportive of efforts to roll them back.   
 
- the Green New Deal (state and national, including making public transportation 
free for all and ending the sale of fossil-fuel vehicles by 2035?) 
I am very supportive of the Green New Deal which is why I have introduced California’s 
very own Green New Deal. This legislation will capture the spirit of the national Green 
New Deal while tailoring the policy to the needs of our state. A multi-year project, the bill 
will establish goals and values for California in the coming decade on equity, climate 
change, housing, transportation, adaptation and resilience, etc. and in each subsequent 
legislative year, new bills will be introduced in order to achieve those targets described 
in the original California Green New Deal. Making public transportation free for all and 
ending the sale of fossil-fuel vehicles are items that are currently being discussed with 
stakeholders. 
 
- minority/ democratic rights: I believe every Californian should have the same rights. 
I’ve fought and stood up for immigrants, women, communities of color, the LGBTQ 
community, and vulnerable communities, including seniors, children, the sick and the 
poor. 
 
- police and prison reform (including county Supervisors having more oversight 
of Sheriff departments, such as AB 1185): I believe we need more accountability for 
police officers who kill unarmed individuals. We also need more transparency and 
disclosure in officer involved shootings. I’ve co-authored and supported bills to do both. 
 
I supported AB 1185 last year.    



 
I believe our prison sentencing system needs reform and fixing our criminal justice 
system has been one of my top priorities since I’ve been elected. This year I banned 
for-profit private prisons and immigrant detention centers. In 2018 I led the effort, along 
with Senator Bob Hertzberg, for bail reform, to replace a fundamentally broken, unfair, 
unsafe, and unjust money-based system with a fairer, safer risk-based system that 
treats individuals as individuals. I co-authored a bill to abolish the Felony Murder Rule in 
California. In 2019, I introduced AB 732 which will provide protections for women in jails 
and prisons including banning solitary confinement for pregnant women, improving the 
quality of reproductive healthcare, and providing free menstrual products.  
 
- rent control: I strongly support rent control and was a joint author of a bill to repeal 
Costa Hawkins, AB 1506 and supported Proposition 10. I also support just cause 
evictions and was a joint author of AB 1482.  
 
In 2017 I introduced AB 423 to amend the Ellis Act to provide Oakland and other cities 
with populations under one million the same ability to regulate residential hotels 
currently extended to cities with populations over one million. Although, this legislation 
did not pass, I am committed to provide greater protections for tenants, including the 
possibility of reforming the Ellis Act. 
 
- homelessness (including the possibility of using "Tiny Homes"): Expanding 
access to affordable housing and combatting homelessness is a major issue throughout 
the East Bay and California.  This year, we invested $1.75 billion for housing and $1 
billion for homelessness—to support local governments in developing an integrated 
approach to tackle their homelessness issues. This money is for the construction and 
expansion of emergency shelters and navigation centers, rapid rehousing, permanent 
supportive housing, foster youth housing, job programs, and for innovative projects like 
hotel/motel conversions with the goal of moving individuals into permanent 
housing. Investments also support wraparound services to assist individuals with their 
housing needs and to mitigate the factors that may be contributing to individuals’ 
homelessness, or to keep people from becoming homeless. We’ve also made 
significant investments ($500M), and have expanded state tax credits (up to $500M) to 
support the development of low- and moderate-income housing. I whole-heartedly 
support these efforts and others like them, including tiny homes. We’re in a state of 
crisis, a state of emergency and we need all hands on deck and all tools in the toolbox. 
 
- public education/ charter schools: 
Funding for California public schools is at record highs. I am a strong supporter of the 
Local Control Funding Formula, which provides more funding for school districts most in 
need and a strong supporter of Schools & Communities First. 
 
Since I have been elected I have also made sure that charter schools provide the same 
workers’ rights, student protections, and community accountability as all other public 



schools. This year I was a joint author of AB 1505 and the lead author of AB 1360 from 
2017 and AB 1871 from 2018. 
 
AB 1505 creates important local controls by ensuring charter schools are authorized 
and overseen by school districts and county Offices of Education that best understand 
the educational needs of local students, and allows a local board to consider the 
financial impact of authorizing a charter school.  
 
AB 1360 holds public charter schools accountable when it comes to their admission and 
expulsion policies by ensuring a level playing field for students. 
 
AB 1871 ensures that low-income students in charter schools have the same access to 
free and reduced-price school meals as low-income students in all other public schools. 
 
I also supported AB 406 in 2018 which prohibited for-profit companies from operating 
charter schools. 
 
- tuition-free higher public education: I support tuition-free higher education and have 
supported bills that would establish this as well as bills that will put our state on a path 
to achieve this goal. Specifically, I was a joint author of AB 2 and supported AB 19 both 
of which provided tuition free community college. I was also a joint author of AB 1356 
which would have taxed millionaires to pay for tuition free higher education.  
 
- proportional representation (local and state): Proportional representation is 
important as all voters deserve proper and fair representation. 
 
5. One consequence of the passage of Prop 14 in 2010 is that candidates from 
small political parties must now gather vastly more signatures (in-lieu of the filing 
fee). For example 7000 for state office, instead of the previous 150.  Would you 
help us lower these numbers? 
 
Yes.  
 
6. Will you help build on the recent legislation on public banking and advocate for 
a public Bank of California (similar to North Dakota's), where state funds could be 
deposited and where there would be progressive loan policy, such as for 
infrastructure? 
 
I was a co-author of AB 857 (Chiu) so I am supportive of public banking. I am definitely 
willing to hear more about this idea. 
 
7. Are there other important issues facing California which you would like to 
highlight?  How would you propose addressing them? Are there other goals for 
your candidacy you wish to note? 
 



Affordable access to early childhood education (ECE) is a top priority for me and 
something I believe our state can do, and must do, better to address. I’ve been involved 
in two local efforts to increase funding and access for ECE programs.  
 
We must continue to defend and protect our immigrant communities.  
 
Gun violence remains an ongoing tragedy in my district and across the state, and I will 
continue working with law enforcement, community groups and my colleagues on 
solutions to this public health crisis. 
 
8. Please list endorsements you have received for your campaign. 
 
So far for my 2020 re-election campaign, most entities have not yet gone through their 
endorsement process. But I have been endorsed by the following so far:  
 
California Democratic Party  
California Fire Local 2881 
California Professional Firefighters 
California Labor Federation  
California State Retirees 
California Teachers Association’s State Council of Education 
Sierra Club California 
UDW/AFSCME Local 3930 
 
9. Are there any other thoughts/ goals you would like to add? 
 
I’m proud of the work I’ve been privileged to do as your representative for the last 7 
years and hope you will consider endorsing my candidacy. Don’t hesitate to use me or 
my office as a resource and I look forward to finding ways we can work together in the 
future.  
 


