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1. Why are you running for State Legislature? What are your qualifications? What have you 
accomplished in any offices you now hold or have recently held? 
 
I’m running for State Assembly because no other progressives wanted to run. 

I’m running for State Assembly because while most political seats are bought and paid for, a campaign is a 
platform to create space for community discussions. 

I’m running for State Assembly because the Republican party is seizing tyrannical authoritarian control over our 
national government, the response of the Democratic party has been to either roll over and show their bellies or 
attack their left flank, and we have very little time or opportunity remaining to pull ourselves back from the abyss, 
so it’s all hands on deck and here I am. 

My qualifications are that I’m a registered voter in the district who’s lived here for six years, and I haven’t served 
three terms in the Assembly. 

I haven’t held any offices, but I have helped successfully pressure Bernie Sanders into acknowledging that racial 
justice is an issue in the U.S.  

This campaign is a protest campaign. A vote for me is a vote for a progressive and against the incumbent. I’m 
making a documentary about what it’s like to run a campaign when you work 40 hours a week, I have some 
things I’d like to discuss about the way the Democratic party exercises power in blue districts, and I believe we 
need to start speaking directly with each other about how this district is going to build resilience. 

 
2.  Where are you getting your funding for the campaign? Are there any sources of financial
contributions for your campaign that you refuse to accept? Do you refuse to accept money from 
developers or corporations or their PACs? 

I’m currently getting the funding for my campaign out of my bank account. To be clear – this is a self-run 
campaign, as in I’m my campaign manager and I’m (currently) my treasurer. The filing fee alone wiped out 10% 
of my savings. 

I would just love it if you good people of the public would like to give me money, but I’m also my webmaster and 
website designer, so excuse me while I get my website up, my committee filed, my bank accounted started, and 
my donations link working. 

The main financial goals of this campaign are to finance campaign ads and distribute them online. So while I 
know that I’m hopelessly outmatched by my opponent, my goal isn’t winning the seat so much as starting a 
conversation, and that’s much less expensive. 

I refuse to accept money from developers, corporations, and their PACs. 

1. WHY ARE YOU RUNNING FOR STATE LEGISLATURE? WHAT ARE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS?
WHAT HAVE YOU ACCOMPLISHED IN ANY OFFICES YOU NOW HOLD OR HAVE RECENTLY
HELD?

2. WHERE ARE YOU GETTING YOUR FUNDING FOR THE CAMPAIGN? ARE THERE ANY
SOURCES OF FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR YOUR CAMPAIGN THAT YOU REFUSE TO 
ACCEPT? DO YOU REFUSE TO ACCEPT MONEY FROM DEVELOPERS OR CORPORATIONS OR 
THEIR PACS? 
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3. Are you interested in the involvement/ opinions of individual constituents? What is required
of a constituent to meet with you? 

I’m very interested in the involvement/opinions of artists, since my campaign is essentially performance art. I’m 
also very interested in the involvement/opinions of data people who are cool. 

I don’t know what’s required for a constituent to meet with me! I’ve never run a campaign before. I can’t really 
anticipate who would want to meet with me or why. (Email me. Don’t call me.) Like all aspects of this campaign, 
I’ll have to figure it out as I go along. 

When I canvassed for nomination petition signatures in my neighborhood to file to run, multiple neighbors told 
me I was the first person seeking political office who’d ever come to their door to meet them. I think I may 
actually have a good head start on meeting with constituents, although that bar feels low.  

 
4. Please provide your positions/ policy proposals on the following issues. Indicate your 
sponsorship and/or votes on previous relevant legislation and desire for future legislation. We 
encourage you to discuss funding sources for program proposals. 
 
Lolol if you’d wanted detailed policy or funding proposals on these issues, you’d have run someone qualified. 
Instead you get me! Here’s my funding sources: tax the rich, cap wealth, break up bad corporate actors and 
seize their assets. And here are my positions: 

• Budget deficits
Deficits are a scare tactic that conservatives use to get Democrats to vote with them, and then Democrats 
get that sweet sweet dopamine hit of feeling like big girls and boys who did The Pragmatic Thing.

• Income, wealth, and tax inequality
All of these forms of inequality (as well as racial inequality and patriarchy) are baked into the U.S. 
constitution because it was written by a bunch of wealthy, white, slave-owning, Christian businessmen and 
lawyers. This system is built to privilege a very specific subgroup of people at the expense of everyone 
else and we’re seeing its logical endpoint in encroaching global fascism. I don’t think we can overcome 
any of these forms of inequality by operating within the system as built.

AD-15 is a case in point: income, wealth, and tax inequality are what won the 2018 AD-15 race. Only 
10% of the incumbent’s donations came from inside the district, 78% of her donations were for $1000 or 
more, so most of the $1.5 million she raised came from 20% of her donors. She also got a TON of 
financial support from Republicans. All this for a candidate who’d only moved to the district two years 
before she ran. If the candidates were on a level playing field, our elected representation would be very 
different.

Everyone should be able to take care of basic living needs, like housing, healthcare, education, food 
and water security, access to nature, and personal autonomy, without the quality of how those needs are 
met depending on an individual’s employment status or the economy. In the current system, those of us 
who aren’t well-resourced have far fewer opportunities to participate in civic engagement. And some 
communities are deliberately kept poorly resourced because of the threat it would create to the current 
power hierarchies if they were to gain power.

This is all quite fucked.

3. ARE YOU INTERESTED IN THE INVOLVEMENT/ OPINIONS OF INDIVIDUAL CONSTITUENTS? 
WHAT IS REQUIRED OF A CONSTITUENT TO MEET WITH YOU?

4. PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR POSITIONS/ POLICY PROPOSALS ON THE FOLLOWING ISSUES.
INDICATE YOUR SPONSORSHIP AND/OR VOTES ON PREVIOUS RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND 
DESIRE FOR FUTURE LEGISLATION. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO DISCUSS FUNDING SOURCES 
FOR PROGRAM PROPOSALS. 
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• Universal ("Medicare for All") healthcare legislation (state and national)
Hi, obviously healthcare is a human right. I’m all for abolishing the private insurance industry and
instituting single-payer healthcare while simultaneously passing legislation that caps care costs.

I had my appendix removed without insurance, and my choice was a $20,000 bill or death by sepsis. I
believe our healthcare system puts so many lives at risk because a population living in financial and
health precarity is a compliant population.

• Controlling the influences of profit-driven prescription drug and vaccine manufacturers
Y’all, I want to talk about ways to remove the profit motive from healthcare entirely but I don’t know
what it would look like to change research funding models for drugs and vaccines. Hello SJW scientists
and doctors, wanna talk?

• Legalization of psychedelic plants and/or additional policy on marijuana
Legalize it all, baby. Release everyone in jail or prison on drug charges and create comprehensive re-
integration programs that involve community support. Carceral politics, particularly for drug use, is how
the U.S. keeps a cheap indentured labor force available to industry. It’s a business model.

• Fracking and other environmental issues
I’m interested in ending extractive industries. Also, I commit to returning the land to Native people. But
since defiling the land and then dumping it on them is extra fucked up after stealing and committing
genocide for it, I’ll return the land to Native people and concurrently support repair.

• The Green New Deal (state and national, including making public transportation free for all and
ending the sale of fossil-fuel vehicles by 2035?)
So, Greta is right and y’all are deeply mistaken if you believe that the society that survives climate
change is going to look like this one. Yes, public transportation should be free and available
everywhere, but that’s a longstanding public services issue! Doing obvious thing is obvious! Who are the
fucking Grinches that are hoarding resources for something so basic in a state that has the GDP of whole
nations?

You know what would cut down on emissions? Narrower streets and lower speed limits. Making the work
week three days per week. Remote work. Small business. Local farming and agriculture systems.
Plentiful, quality local schools and public services. Small grocers, bakers, and convenience stores on
every block. More density and much less single family housing. More opportunities for local political
engagement. Living slower lives. Giving generously and having less stuff. Focusing on maintenance and
repair, not growth. Sharing, not hoarding.

See, if our society is going to look different after climate change one way or the other, that’s the way
that I would like it to look.

• Minority/democratic rights
Y’all understand that civil rights are not separate from any of the other topics you’ve broken out here,
yeah? Like, do we have a shared understanding that the problems you’re asking potential legislators to
address are multifaceted, comprehensive, and system-wide?

I don’t think our current electoral system is particularly representative, as I’ve made clear. Since one of
the two parties in this country is currently unifying behind a tyrant, I’m interested in discussing alternative
models of democracy that result in more representative decision making.
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• Police and prison reform (including county Supervisors having more oversight of Sheriff
departments, such as AB 1185)
I don’t feel comfortable speaking my mind about the police because we live in a police state.

Abolish police, the prison industrial-complex, the military-industrial complex, ICE, CBP, the FBI, the CIA,
and DHS.

I’m tired of living in a carceral society. We hoard information instead of sharing it, we use it to punish,
control, and exploit instead of to help, we pretend it justifies so much violence, and even if they don’t
have information, we legitimize it when members of these organizations lie. This is such a fucked up way
of dealing with the fact that other people exist in the world besides the people you personally know.

• Rent control
Housing should be free, dense, and integrated.

• Homelessness (including the possibility of using "Tiny Homes")
Let’s be clear that Tuff-sheds are bungalows without dignity. We could just build bungalows.

We have the housing stock to get homeless people into (free, integrated) homes. Yes, I think developers
should eat the cost. Yes, I think we should raise taxes to pay for wraparound services, like decent
neighbors would. Yes, I think the taxes should be progressive.

We should also expand the definition of housing and create services for different home types, like RV
and truck-bed mounted tiny homes, or temporary and dorm-style housing.

• Public education/charter schools
All teachers should be as well paid as doctors. In my three day work week fantasy above, people would
use some of the additional time available to them to teach, because we would all be invested in passing
on knowledge. Education would be freely available to anyone who seeks it, because we’d be invested in
lifelong learning.

The current educational system is a highly industrialized version of education, because it was in fact
designed to produce good workers. Rather than conditioning students for work, education should be
organized around facilitating a student’s interests and curiosity, and developing their skills.

• Tuition-free higher public education
See above, friendos.

• Proportional representation (local and state)
Yes, and…
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5. One consequence of the passage of Prop 14 in 2010 is that candidates from small political parties must
now gather vastly more signatures (in-lieu of the filing fee). For example 7000 for state office, instead of 
the previous 150.  Would you help us lower these numbers? 

Of course! I paid the filing fee because there was no way I’d be able to get 1000 signatures inside of the filing 
period. The 60 I gathered to submit with the nomination papers took three days of canvassing my neighborhood. 
It seems like the number of signatures you can submit versus the amount of money you have to pay is designed to 
keep poorly-resourced candidates out. 

Also, publicly financed elections. 

 
 
6. Will you help build on the recent legislation on public banking and advocate for a public Bank of 
California (similar to North Dakota's), where state funds could be deposited and where there would be 
progressive loan policy, such as for infrastructure? 

Yes, that all sounds very good. I won’t pretend to be an expert on it, but I like the idea of public banking. If 
private banks get to make all this profit off of us, why shouldn’t we be able to make some profit off of ourselves? 

7. Are there other important issues facing California which you would like to highlight?  How 
would you propose addressing them? Are there other goals for your candidacy you wish to 
note? 

I say this as a first-wave gentrifier: California has an image in the rest of the country as a beacon (or a hotbed, 
depending on your political persuasion) of progressivism. But in my six years living in Oakland, what I’ve seen is 
a community that’s highly stratified by class and race. AD-15 plays an important role in expanding the 
boundaries of political imagination in the U.S., and yet with minimal help (i.e. $$$$) from wealthy people and 
Republicans, this Assembly seat was purchased by a carpetbagger. 

In the next year we’re staring down the barrel of a gun, as the Republican party moves to solidify political control 
under Donald Trump by turning the United States into an authoritarian banana republic. This is a party of 
colonizers that’s filling concentration camps with people indigenous to the Americas, operating a “justice” 
department run by criminals, handing the judiciary over to unqualified partisan hacks, expanding the border to 
detain everyone, and crafting policy that makes it impossible for poor people to live. We have no guarantee that 
2020 will be a free and fair election and every reason to think it won’t be, nor should we believe that the census 
will be counted fairly.  

The response of our only major opposition party, such as it is, has been pathetic, half-hearted, and dragged out 
of them by their betters. Sara Brink for Assembly District 15: She’s vegan, but she’s not afraid to roast Democrats. 

I may not be a serious candidate but I do speak with moral clarity and urgency: we have to do much better, right 
away. I want the California that I live in to be a California that is all the stronger to fight fascism because we’ve 
struggled with each other and reconciled our internal problems with grace and dignity for all involved. I want us 
all to be leaders who deconstruct boundaries and build new ways of relating that are a model for communities 
everywhere. But if power insists on conceding nothing without a fight, then I’m here to square up. 

5. ONE CONSEQUENCE OF THE PASSAGE OF PROP 14 IN 2010 IS THAT CANDIDATES FROM
SMALL POLITICAL PARTIES MUST NOW GATHER VASTLY MORE SIGNATURES (IN-LIEU OF THE 
FILING FEE). FOR EXAMPLE 7000 FOR STATE OFFICE, INSTEAD OF THE PREVIOUS 
150.  WOULD YOU HELP US LOWER THESE NUMBERS?

6. WILL YOU HELP BUILD ON THE RECENT LEGISLATION ON PUBLIC BANKING AND
ADVOCATE FOR A PUBLIC BANK OF CALIFORNIA (SIMILAR TO NORTH DAKOTA'S), WHERE 
STATE FUNDS COULD BE DEPOSITED AND WHERE THERE WOULD BE PROGRESSIVE LOAN 
POLICY, SUCH AS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE?  

7. ARE THERE OTHER IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING CALIFORNIA WHICH YOU WOULD LIKE TO
HIGHLIGHT?  HOW WOULD YOU PROPOSE ADDRESSING THEM? ARE THERE OTHER GOALS 
FOR YOUR CANDIDACY YOU WISH TO NOTE? 
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I don’t know exactly how to accomplish my goals besides to grab the bullhorn you’ve offered me (because I paid 
for it lmaooo) and say that the Bay Area needs more parties. Like, LOTS of parties, not just two or three. Join the 
Green Party! Get the Working Families Party established in the Bay! Join Peace and Freedom! Ovary up and 
finally do the thing, DSA! Or if you don’t like those options, start your own party! We need to have many spaces 
to hold multiple viewpoints, and respectful processes for convening together. Run candidates on write-in 
campaigns! The only way to break up the concentration of power in a one-party state is to break it into bits. We 
can do it, we can be together both in solidarity and in conflict. But inaction right now is ceding the fight.  

I would like to start or join a party whose agenda is specifically and explicitly pro-youth, pro-Black, and pro-
women/gender non-conforming. I’ll cop to my ignorance if that party exists and I just don’t know about it.  

8. Please list endorsements you have received for your campaign. 

None! I’m a mostly unknown quantity. I’m not necessarily seeking endorsements; I won’t pretend like I’m running 
a traditional campaign.  

9. Are there any other thoughts/ goals you would like to add? 

Take care of each other, y’all. 

8. PLEASE LIST ENDORSEMENTS YOU HAVE RECEIVED FOR YOUR CAMPAIGN. 

9. ARE THERE ANY OTHER THOUGHTS/ GOALS YOU WOULD LIKE TO ADD? 




