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Oakland City Council District 7 Questionnaire

Name: Aaron Clay

Address: 4400 Keller Avenue, Suite 140, Oakland Ca. 94605

Phone: 510 282-1423

Email: aaronclayforoaklandd7@gmail.com

Website: https://www.clay4d7.com

Current occupation: Renewable Energy Executive

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted positions. 

Answers need not be exhaustive; the goal is to let you make yourself clear on the issues facing 

the city. For the yes/no questions, please answer "yes" or "no" and if you wish to add to your 

answer, feel free to do so. 

1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 

incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? 

The current Council member is retiring after 24 years in office and as I started to think about who 

and what I wanted to see in the new councilperson, I decided what was important to me was that I 

wanted someone with vision, experience and courage. The vision to be able to develop housing, 

create local jobs and an economic base that strengthens our community; the experience to hit the 

ground running without having to take two years to learn on the job and the courage to be a real 

advocate for District 7 even if it's unpopular. The more I thought about it, the more I realized that 

I was looking at myself.  This is a crucial election and we need someone who understands real 

estate and how to create a vision that is sustainable and community oriented and someone who 

can execute that vision that supports the community instead of displacing its residents.

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by 

placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are 

some specific ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities 

for the City? 

I believe that we have to redefine how we look at our community. East Oakland needs resources 
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and a vision that improves their lives now while also creating a vibrant sustainable local 

economic base. My priorities are housing for all residents, creating an economic job base 

strengthening our small businesses and capitalizing on the green economy and strategic 

partnerships, youth development, public health and public safety. 

A recent report estimated that Oakland could lose 50% of its Black and Brown owned small 

businesses by the end of the year due to the combination of the construction of the BLT line on 

E14 the last two years and the effect of the Covid19 quarantine. This affects families, children, 

and local workers who rely on the revenue from small businesses.  If we don't support our small 

business with the maximum effort, it will result in more evictions, more foreclosures, more 

unsheltered residents.

We need a Small Business Enterprise program that does outreach right now to every Small 

Business in the City that focuses on assistance with:

Conversion to post quarantine economy

Increased Marketing and Promotional Campaigns

Rent reduction and lease modifications 

Employee support and training

Anything else that is discovered would help SBEs thrive during this transition

Various parcels of land in East Oakland are extremely suitable for developing a sustainable local 

economic base rooted in the growth of the Green economy. We have a strong workforce of people 

who want well paying living wage jobs, commercial warehouses suitable for light industrial 

manufacturing and land zoned for industrial use perfect for creating a pipeline of clean energy 

jobs. By creating strategic partnerships with the tech and related industries in Northern California 

using the land and assets we already have, we can become the hub for clean technology providing 

a supply chain of different products to companies like Tesla and Sunrun or the hundreds of other 

Silicon Valley companies that require manufacturing suppliers. Making that investment in 

sustainable industry sectors that we know are about to undergo massive growth and that we know 

provides living wages and union jobs for local residents should be a priority for the City of 

Oakland.
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3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the 

office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can you point to 

in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact? 

My entire career has been about developing and providing resources for underserved 

communities.  I was raised and educated in Oakland in Oakland Public Schools. I graduated from 

Morehouse College with a degree in Political Science and attended Loyola University of Chicago 

Law School where I received my law degree. 

I practiced real estate law for doing community development. I have represented churches, non-

profits organizations, small businesses and individuals and families fighting foreclosure against 

banks. I started free community legal clinics for people who could not afford an attorney and I 

represented cities and counties on economic development projects using public-private 

partnerships and federal tax credit financing. 

I have received global and national awards for my work creating community based business 

models. Most recently I founded a renewable energy software company that received over a 

Quarter million dollars in funding from the States of California, New York and the US 

Department of Energy to create community based energy that financially benefits and strengthens 

underserved communities.

Currently, I also work in East Oakland serving our kids as an Oakland School District teacher, 

and as a board member for Youth Uprising, an East Oakland non-profit organization.

4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, Make 

Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone Democratic Renewal 

Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, 

REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your 

support.

I have been very active in organizations that promote sustainability, green jobs and resilience in 

my community. I have been an advisor, conference presenter and supporter for Green the Church, 

a sustainability initiative committed to promoting sustainable practices within the faith based 

communities and helping to build economic & political change. I was a Director at Solar-

Oversight, a Oakland based nonprofit organization created to help structure transactional 

financing to deliver energy efficiency improvements and sustainable energy solutions to 

underserved communities and nonprofit organizations. I was a co-founder for the Oakland Green 

Jobs Summit and Job Fair, and an advisor for Solar Richmond, a nonprofit organization to help 



4

promote environmental justice, energy training and business opportunities for low income and 

under-employed residents; and an advisor for Blacks in Green, a nonprofit organization to create 

sustainable communities through economic development and sustainable energy development. I 

also am a business advisor and presenter for the Historically Black Colleges and Universities 

(HBCU) Cannabis Education Initiative and a member of the Oakland East Bay Democrats

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 

community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from volunteering in 

your school to being in your church baseball league. 

I am very committed to improving the lives of our communities children and young adults. I 

currently serve on the Board of Youth Uprising, an East Oakland non-profit organization whose 

mission is to develop leadership, mental wellbeing, community connections, educational 

attainment, and career achievement in East Oakland youth, along with teaching at Markham 

Elementary and other East Oakland schools as an Oakland Unified School District employee.

6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently from 

the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional revenue should the 

City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? 

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how would they 

be implemented and paid for? 

 

We have to provide a better pipeline of opportunities  and a reason for hope for our youth.  I work 

with youth regularly and I hear the experiences of the lives they live everyday and it is not 

acceptable. I taught at an EO elementary school where there were people living in their cars next 

to the playground and students would ask “Why is that lady changing clothes in her car”. I've 

seen the traumatic impact of a 10 year old student when he tells me he doesn't know if he's 

coming back to class because his family has to get out of their apartment next week, but they 

don't have anywhere to go.

We have to start providing real opportunities that appeal to them so they see a future for 

themselves more than what is currently reflected in their surroundings. We have good nonprofits 

that do great work with youth. As a City, we need to support and strengthen those organizations in 

partnership with OUSD and local businesses. 
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8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do you 

suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a 

restorative justice program? 

Currently Oakland spends more of its budget on policing than any other major city (41%). I 

believe we need to significantly change how we imagine public safety and direct more funding 

and resources to housing and economic development issues, especially in East Oakland.

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? 

Yes.

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain problems in a 

civilian manner? (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, etc.) This is one form 

of defunding the police. Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have another option that you 

support? 

I believe that the current responsibilities of police officers are too broad. I believe that non violent 

incidents should be managed by civilian organizations specializing in those issues of 

homelessness, truancy, mental health, family counseling and others and should be properly 

funded proportionally from the current police budget.

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland (http://

www.nocoalinoakland.info): 

Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you think 

the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved? 

We should stay the course protesting against shipping coal through West Oakland. I was part of 

the protest before and I will continue that important goal of stopping pollutants from creating 

negative health impacts in our communities.

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card? How can we support this ID 

system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash a check? 

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling role in 

shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about holding the 
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developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations?

 14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in the 

news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected and that 

Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city?

I believe that there should be housing of all types and price levels for our current residents from 

transitional and supportive housing to affordable workforce development housing to market rate 

housing that doesn't cause further displacement of existing residents.  

 Adequate (number of units and suitable for health living)

 Accessible (located near jobs, services, amenities and transportation)

 Affordable (affordable for current residents and working class people)

 

Under HUD guidelines, “Low Income Affordable” in Oakland is a household income of $105,350 

per year for a family of four which is not affordable housing for the majority of East Oakland 

residents. Over 50% of our residents pay more than 30% their income for housing.  We need to be 

more intentional about providing housing and finding ways to fill the housing affordability gap. 

Utilizing city owned land for more affordable housing makes more sense than building luxury 

condos that current residents can't afford. Having the city provide the land on a ground lease with 

affordable covenants can help fill that affordability gap while increasing a permanent supply of 

housing that Oakland residents can afford without being displaced. 

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction 

control and other local tenants rights regulations? 

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about the 

environment? 

I think the Energy and Climate Action Plan (ECAP) and East Bay Community Energy is a start 

but we need to do a lot more. At the beginning of the year, we are going to have a new Federal 

administration that will be creating programs and incentives to promote clean energy jobs and 

businesses. According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, there's only a 

decade<https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/about/foreword/> left to stop the worst consequences of climate 
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change. Under the Biden Clean Energy Plan, there are proposed Investments of  $2 trillion over 

the next 4 years for public investment in clean energy and innovation and a target of 100% clean 

electricity standard by 2035 through incentives for deep retrofits that combine electrification, 

efficiency, and clean power generation. Oakland can be an economic hub for those Green jobs and 

businesses. 

This is the type of work that I currently am involved with working with real estate owners and 

investors and local businesses to identify financing for building upgrades, efficiency projects and 

renewable energy projects. I was a founding member of Oakland Green Jobs fair along with The 

Green the Church initiative. I created a clean energy company based on a community ownership 

model that has won global and national awards and has been funded by the U.S. Department of 

Energy, State of California, and the State of New York.

Oakland has to be ready to capitalize on those opportunities. We have people who want jobs that 

they can support their family on, we have land ideal for light manufacturing and development of 

renewable energy resources and we have people who understand and have been advocating for 

clean energy in our community. We just need the will and experience by our city leadership to 

create a community centered plan to create pathways for young people and for unemployed or 

underemployed residents to be a part of one of the largest transformative aspects of our society 

moving forward.

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of 

Oakland?  

Oakland needs a community bank.

Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want to 

add one: 

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?

Yes.
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e. Would you support Proportional Representation? 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?

Yes. I work in renewable energy creating community energy projects so I fully support 

community aggregation and support and attend the EBCE Community Advisory 

Committee<https://ebce.org/meetings/community-advisory-committee-7-13-20/> meetings 

regularly. 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems?

Yes, depending on the details.

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy? 

Yes

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department?

Yes.

--

Aaron Clay

Candidate for Oakland City Council District 7

Vision, Experience, Courage

510 282 - 1423 cell

510 629 -1207 office


