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Aidan Hill for Berkeley Mayor 2020 - Questionnaire

From: Aidan Hill, Berkeley Mayor 2020 Candidate (aidan@hill.vote)

To: berkeleygreens@yahoo.com

Date: Monday, August 24, 2020, 02:49 AM PDT

Green Party of Alameda County

Candidate Questionnaire for Berkeley City Council

Name: Aidan Hill 

Address: Dwight Way, Berkeley CA 94704 

Email and Phone: hello@hill.vote | (510) 982-1808 

Campaign Web Site: http://hill.vote  

Candidate for what District Office: Mayor (At-Large)

1. Motivation

Why did you choose to run for this office?

We are at a moment in history where the political decisions we make now will affect the rest of our collective history. As
humans, we have the ability to protect our commons: the land, the sea, and the air. We also have the ability for great
chaos, nuclear weapons, over-policing, and the stain of poverty and denial of our basic human rights. Our leaders, now
more than ever, must be willing to fight for universal human rights across the board and as Berkeley Mayor I will prove
my courage and commitment to achieving those goals. True equity is out of reach for too many people in the city of
Berkeley. The threats of climate change, corona-virus, and cyber-based warfare continue to alienate us from one
another. Families continue sacrificing their peace of mind to meet their basic needs and many residents have fallen
through our social safety net, relying on mutual aid to get by. Our leaders, now more than ever, must be willing to fight
for universal human rights across the board and as Berkeley Mayor I will prove my courage and commitment to
achieving those goals. I recognize I benefit from the forced displacement and genocide against the Ohlone people of
this land and support the Sogorea Te Land Trust to better support indigenous land recognition.

2. Priorities

What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? The City? What are some specific tasks (e.g.
specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish while in office? 

1. Climate Change: Address climate change through resilience and adaptation strategies. During my time in office, I
hope to develop a moratorium on deforestation while rehabilitating parks and waterfronts. I will support a
renewable economy based upon accessibility, urban design, public utilities including water infrastructure and a
focus on low-carbon transportation such as bicycle safety.

2. Quality of Life: Address our health disparities through universal public health. As mayor, I hope to acquire
personal protective equipment and new ways of sanitization for our city. Likewise, I support a universal right to
public health and I will budget the bulk purchasing essential medical items such as insulin and dialysis. Likewise,
I wish to expand a better quality of life by legislating patient-first mental health support with long-term care and
sustainability for elders and disabled persons. I intend to develop organic farming partnerships. 

3. Lack of social equity or inclusion: Too many voices are left out of the decision making process. Residents should
feel empowered to design the neighborhoods they call home. As a city, Berkeley must begin to look at both
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environmental and social costs to development including low-income housing, homeless services, and no cost
childcare. I will budget towards a tuition-free public education system from pre-school through college. Likewise, I
will legislate a pathway to home-ownership that includes rental protections,  human focused zoning changes and
protections for small businesses.

3. Qualifications

Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City Council member.

I attended Riverside City College From 2011 to 2015 receiving a degree in Communications Studies Degrees awarded
with departmental distinction. My extra-curricular activities included being a Legislative Senate Chair in my Student
Government and a Head Delegate for my political science department’s Model United Nations program. I became a
Youth Commissioner under U.S. Congressmember Mark Takano and pushed for financial aid flexibility, in which they
later proposed federal legislation March 2017. As a first-generation student of UC Berkeley, I joined the California Public
Interest Research Group (CALPIRG) advocating for prohibiting single-use plastic bags and traveled across California,
influencing lawmakers, and educating the public regarding the plastic bag ban. Living in apartments near Solano Ave,
College Ave, and Dwight Way, I became fascinated with the cultural distinctions Berkeley had to offer. I was introduced
to State Senator Nancy Skinner and became one of her lead interns during her successful 2016 campaign. When smog
from the Paradise Fires covered Berkeley I redirected campaign funds to disaster preparedness responses including
providing masks for the Southside community, I focused on People’s Park, a 2.8 acre temporary refugee space which
was the only open space in my district large enough to protect our residents. In 2019, I was appointed to the Homeless
Commission, becoming the Vice Chair and in that capacity I urged the city to prioritize Measure O and P sums of money
to provide better access to food, water, trash removal, and community partnerships through the People’s First Sanctuary
Encampment Model passed by the Commission.

4. Budget

The economic downturn triggered by Covid-19 has decreased revenues to Berkeley creating a $40M shortfall.
Current plans by Mayor Arreguin call for a 15% across the board cut in all departments except police which will
receive a 13% reduction. Do you agree with the proposed budget priorities and if not, which priorities would get
increased and decreased support?

I do not agree with the proposed budget cuts. The budget priority the incumbent provided goes directly into patrolling for
Police Officers under “public safety.” However, institutions and efforts dedicated to ending social disparities are not given
the same budgetary consideration. Community Agencies, General Government, and Economic Development are all
underfunded. Likewise, Health, Housing and Community Services should be given a stronger budget to strengthen our
medical networks. Public Works and Planning is also another essential priority to be more disaster prepared.

 

The budget projections by the City Manager assume a steep downturn in revenue for FY2021, followed by
relatively flat revenues for the following 3 years.  Should the economic downturn continue, with an additional
10% loss of revenue, how would you prioritize the cuts? 

As Mayor, I will propose the formulation of five-year, three-year, and one-year state and city-agency budgets to expedite
planning, prioritization, and budget adjustments before deficits occur. I recognize that partnership exist among federal,
state, and local governments and it is our responsibility to ensures that taxpayers are not double-taxed. I will help
maintain essential public services on which citizens rely and I will account for not only environmental costs, but also
social costs such as substandard wages and working conditions, prioritizing investment in the general welfare of the
people of California and the state's natural environment. Essential priorities that must not be cut are health, education,
public transportation and environmental protection. In order to recuperate businesses and a circular economy, I will
direct the formation of a Cooperative Bank of Berkeley to raise the money to pay for needed infrastructure and other
programs on a predominantly "pay-as-we go" basis removing extra costs to taxpayers. I will Legislate the creation of a
Commission on Economic Recovery that provides publicity, training, education, and direct financing for cooperative
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partnerships and development which includes governmental agencies, neighborhood associations, and business
enterprises. I support job creation in sustainable energy and energy efficiency retrofitting, mass transit and complete
streets that promote safe bike and pedestrian traffic, regional food systems based on sustainable organic agriculture,
and clean manufacturing.

5. Police

Define what the movement to “defund the police” means to you. 

The movement to defund the police is a direct response to the corruption, unprovoked violence, and murder of people
for existing. Defund the police means freezing funding and reallocating existing funds away from police pensions,
wages, and overtime pay. Funding instead could prioritize specialized care including social workers, medical response
teams, mental health and physical conflict resolution specialists and services to provide help regarding addiction and
homelessness.

Do you favor defunding the police and if so how do you envision it would be implemented? 

I favor defunding the police with at least a 50% budget cut. We must direct existing budgets to assist local response
departments in sensitivity, cultural, and ethnicity training, de-escalation and non- violent tactical responses, personal
protective and sanitization equipment, and improving department reporting and accountability practices. As mayor I will
continue to advocate to prohibit the Berkeley Police Department from collaborating with the Department of Homeland
Security and the FBI. I propose a moratorium on prison sentencing for nonviolent crimes and the release non-violent
prisoners above the retirement age to community based programs and facilities. 

What policies would you favor to demilitarize the BPD? 

Under my leadership, I will encourage the city to reject the Patriot Act, the Selective Service  System, Homeland
Security resources and funding, and governmental drone usage invading the privacy of Berkeleyans. I call for all police
officers to be subject to background checks regarding domestic violence, excessive use of force, and hate-group
affiliations. The city must remove all police units residing near or within Day Cares and Berkeley Schools. As Mayor, I
will advocate to maximize restrictions on police use of force, weapons and restraining techniques such as pepper spray,
stun belts, tasers, “hooding” and choke holds, restricting police use of guns and all forms of control weapons. The First
Amendment rights of prisoners must not be revoked including the right to talk to journalists, write letters, publish their
own writings, and become legal experts on their own cases.

Do you think current Berkeley policies regarding surveillance are adequate, and if not, what additional policies
and technology bans will you attempt to implement?

No they are not. There are a number of technologies and instances where people’s privacy is invaded in our city.
Automatic license plate readers allow surveillance on residents without cause and city issued cell phones allow police
officers to access these technologies. Police are able to view and tap into bluetooth technologies as well as use
environmental sensors to track movements of pedestrians.  Likewise the use of language regarding emergencies is too
flexible for departments to acquire surveillance technology without legislative, the Police Accountability Board, or
community driven permission.

If Urban Shield is resurrected (with a new name), would you vote in favor of BPD participation?

No

On which of the following do you favor a ban on police use: tear gas, pepper spray, rubber bullets, beanbag
guns, smoke grenades, police dogs, tasers, choke holds?



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Aidan Hill for Berkeley Mayor 2020 - Questionnaire

4/11

All of the above.

When the Police Chief Greenwood was asked at a City Council meeting what he would do if the Council banned
tear gas, he responded "Firearms. We can shoot people." Do you think such a comment warrants the hiring a
new Police Chief?

Yes. 

Do you favor the Berkeley City Council signing of MOUs (memorandums of understanding) with NCRIC
(Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with ICE (Immigration and Customs) and with UASI (Urban
Area Security Initiative)?  

No.

6. Land Use

What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today?

Berkeley must maintain authority to improve the health and safety of all residents in our city by protecting the
environment, and preserving our natural resources. We can invest in research in sustainable, nontoxic materials, closed-
loop cycles that eliminate waste and pollution, as well as organic agriculture, permaculture, and sustainable forestry.
Transportation should be included in land use decisions. We can help deploy new transportation technologies and
update local regulatory regimes to address autonomous vehicles among other technologies and embrace shared
mobility services and resources that expand travel options in cities. I will include architecture and landscape in zoning
and building permit decisions and support human centered zoning. As mayor I support a zoning reform with occupancy
and building ordinances so that residential needs can exist in balance with commercial and industrial needs, and so that
alternative approaches are encouraged rather than restricted. Areas of local law that should be revisited include
ordinances that prohibit a shift toward co-housing, land use plans that provide excessive amounts of land for industrial
and commercial use, and inflexible building codes that prevent alternative construction approaches that still meet health
and safety requirements. I will support building codes based on performance requirements rather than specific physical
models. Likewise, I will propose legislation requiring governments and councils to document water supplies to last 25-50
years before any development is considered.

The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee on land use
policy? 

  While the city of Berkeley is looking to provide housing and support students enhancing our economy, the University
attempts to allocate resources directly on campus, pulling away business from small businesses. Likewise, because the
city does not offer grants for affordable housing and the university faces resistance against eminent domain claims, the
University is attempting to build on neighboring parcels of green space that directly conflicts with the interests of
students. As such, the university is partnering with private corporations to fund research and accommodations. Because
UC is the richest holder of resources in our area and has a disproportional amount of students, land use challenges will
appear due to covid 19 exposures.

What is your position on the building of housing on The People’s Park?

I have been fighting against UC and City of Berkeley’s attempts to develop on People’s Park. I believe that green open
space is a right for all citizens and an essential resource for disaster preparedness.

7. Safety and Infrastructure 

Do you think the Berkeley response to Covid-19 has been adequate? 
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No. Businesses face the brunt of loss of income and providing personal protective equipment. Public restrooms are not
regularly sanitization. Businesses that pose Covid dangers including in-door eating are not being closed or penalized
and there is no universal protocol for our city and our universities to follow, leading to a potential spike of exposures.

Do you favor opening up the city to greater economic/social activity? 

Yes. Especially in large open spaces and digital activities that do not pose covid risks.

Do you favor maintaining social distancing, masking and bar/restaurant closures (except for takeout)?

Yes.

What is your position on 5G infrastructure?

I am against 5G implementation and have actively fought against the Smart Ike Kiosks and its tracking sensors in low-
income communities that protected unhoused encampments. I noted that it had weak privacy policies and that
surveillance was not acceptable in our city. Likewise, I alerted the Daily Californian to investigate the Berkeley Police
sponsored facial recognition cameras in San Pablo Park. Likewise, as a student of UC Berkeley I have protested the
use of Palentir ICE tracking software as well as expansion of Amazon’s facial recognition software. I will protect and
strengthen the people’s rights and control over their Commons, such as forests, water, air, radio frequencies, data
formats, internet protocol, and electronic distribution, and to defend these public resources from commodification. I urge
the City to recognize that energy is a human right for all people, universally and within the City of Berkeley.
Governments at all levels have a responsibility to focus on increasing efficiency and conservation. It’s important to make
Berkeley’s supply of energy more secure and affordable through localized, decentralized energy production with a
strong component of municipal ownership to provide nonprofit competition to private providers.

8. Affordable housing 

What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing? 

Prohibit market rate housing; complete our city’s affordable housing quota as well as offer public-public partnership to
build low-income and extremely low income housing, create zoning changes that allow the preservation of historic sites
and accessory dwelling units for the creation of City maintained tiny homes.

Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley? 

Hinders affordability and creates conditions of displacement.

What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished affordable housing in
Berkeley? 

I support the development of public-public partnerships to create affordable housing units that allow residential
ownership available for the life of the unit or the resident moves out of their housing. I will legislate a program designed
to purchase, rehabilitate, and redevelop foreclosed, abandoned, demolished, or vacant properties on both commercial
and residential lots. Likewise, it's important to retrofit existing buildings for energy conservation and build non-polluting
low impact transportation systems. I will pursue more efficient use of our existing housing supply, such as home-sharing
and cooperative conversions of existing dwellings.

Are there any particular demographics or neighborhoods that you would target for this housing?
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All areas of Berkeley need to include low-income and affordable housing quotas. There should be special attention to
historically marginalized demographics including black and indigenous people, single parents and their families, those
with life-threatening disabilities, as well as women, trans and gender non-conforming people.

  

Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification?  If so, how? 

Berkeley must tackle gentrification immediately. A remedy for this is prioritizing inclusive neighborhoods which support
centers that provide well funded legal aid, alternative dispute-resolution practices, community mental health advisors,
and local assault and crisis care shelters. I promote the creation of alternative low consumption communities and living
arrangements, including voluntary shared housing arrangements in urban zones. Likewise, I support the increase of
commuter subsidies for transportation scarce neighborhoods in Berkeley as well as free and accessible transportation
for visitors. I support Support local start-ups, non-profits, and community based organizations organizational
development..

9. Rent Control

How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction protections? 

Absolutely. Likewise, all rents should be reduced to a livable level (roughly 30% of income) and eviction protections must
be strengthened.

How important is keeping an elected rent board? 

Very important. Citizens should determine the final outcome of rental protections and positions.

Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board? 

I support the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Slate.

Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins? 

Yes.

10. Homelessness

What do you think can and should be done about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley?  

Homeless people “should” be given homes, and if the city cannot provide adequate shelter it is a right for people to
shelter themselves. We must repeal all laws that criminalize any facet of homelessness or helping unhoused people to
obtain food, temporary shelter, or safety. Strictly enforce all laws designed to provide services for unhoused people,
including their perspectives in the auditing process, and guidelines regarding shelter during inclement weather.

What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments? 

It is abominable and the criminalization of homeless people. Freedom from surveillance, freedom from confiscation of
property, and privacy rights must be established by the City of Berkeley. We must ban the collective punishment or
wrongful punishment of people who have not committed or conspired to commit a crime. Likewise, I support a repeal of
anti-sleeping laws, especially in areas which don't have adequate open space, shelter and sleeping areas for unhoused
people.
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What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers?  

Together, our city must recognize that housing is a fundamental human right and that all persons whether residing in or
visiting the city of Berkeley deserve access to clothing, temporary storage, clean water and open space and freedom
from unsheltered living conditions. Evicting RV residents in Berkeley is a violation of human rights and is a form of cruel
and inhumane treatment simply for being poor.

Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds? 

No. It is repeatedly rejected by unhoused people. It does not have adequate ADA compliances and it is in a district far
from the city’s center, across railroad tracks. It is not accessible and it is very expensive compared to the degree of
homelessness in our city. 

Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities? 

Yes. As vice-chair of the city of Berkeley Homeless Commission I consulted with homeless encampments across
Berkeley to develop a Peoples’ First Sanctuary Encampment Model. The model is designed to support unhoused people
taking part in decisions about long-term and short-term solutions to their situations. All people sheltering themselves
within a city-sanctioned encampment will be served by a public authority that provides clean water, sanitation,
accessible toilets and trash removal services for the sanctioned encampment. Likewise, in this model, authorities would
be prohibited from forcing safe havens to accept residents without the collective consent of its existing membership.

What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless?  

Recognize Social Security as a human right and that everyone has the right to a secure retirement. Budget support
towards public health centers and re-entry programs to include treatments for substance abuse, mental health services,
public housing units and affordable housing subsidies, vocational training and education, and employment assistance.

What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of regional, state or federal
funding? 

Increase local funding for the department of rehabilitation services and the Ed Roberts campus in Berkeley. Reject the
privatization of government provided social services. Provide social support to all residents of Berkeley, including
immigrants such as benefits with out time limits. Strengthen and increase funding of mental health first responders,
street team service providers, and drug rehabilitation centers. Increase funding for housing vouchers and strengthen
prohibitions of discrimination based on source of income. Use vacant housing even if kept off the market by speculators
or landlords delinquent in taxes to shelter unhoused people.

11. Race 

Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform? 

Yes. Black Lives Matter.

Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems with racism and white
supremacy in our society?  

Yes. Other than being a black person in the United States, since I came to Berkeley I have learned about indigenous
sovereignty and that I benefit directly from the land conservation, traditions, and resources provided by indigenous
elders. White supremacy is based off of models that do not reflect the human condition. It creates a false history based
on a narrative that does not intend to improve itself. White supremacy is embedded into the foundation of the United
States of America as many of its founders were slave holders who abused the labor of women and people of color.
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12. Health 

Do you support single-payer healthcare in California?

Yes. Healthcare is a human right.

Do you oppose Sutter Health’s plans to close Alta Bates? 

Yes. Healthcare is a human right.

If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open? 

Its imperative that our agencies collaborate on a design for bulk-purchasing to offer a comprehensive benefit package,
including complete medical, dental, mental health, pharmaceutical, chiropractic, vision, hearing, hospice, and in-home
care with supplies and equipment through re-importation and high quality low-cost generic drugs with no necessary
service can be left out. Preventive care should be emphasized in the planning and financing of our health care system.
Injury prevention and social support services should be supported. If co-pays and deductibles are included to finance
the system, they must be reasonable and affordable. As mayor I will ensure that any future health care proposal reduces
long-term growth of healthcare costs for individuals, businesses, and government as well as protects families from
bankruptcy or debt-driven by health care costs and guarantees choice of doctors and health plans providing individual
control over healthcare decisions. Unions representing health care workers, consumers, and other public interests
should be included on the Board of Directors and other governing structures.

What policies would you support to re-localize our food system? 

I support a comprehensive regional food policy policy that feeds the hungry, supports small farmers in urban and rural
areas, and promotes access to healthy and affordable food for all residents in our county. This includes strengthening
incentives and infrastructure for local food production and distribution as well as environmentally sustainable farming
practices. It also includes providing better access to fresh foods, investment in programs providing healthy food,
expansion of programs that help communities invest in retail markets or food-based businesses, increased access to
farmers markets, and expansion of farm-to-cafeteria programs that bring the freshest locally-grown food into school
lunch programs, hospitals, I support a moratorium prohibiting long-term contracts with sugary drinks in schools, mental
health facilities, and hospitals. Likewise I will support incentives for small-scale family farms, biological diversity in crop
cultivation, and regional approaches to food supplies rather than the transportation of food over long distances to
markets. Advocate to the Berkeley public to increase acceptance of organic produce rather than favoring the
appearance- enhanced variety grown with biocides.

Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law? 

Yes. As mayor I will strengthen regulations on genetic engineering and oppose any legislation preventing the City of
Berkeley from regulating genetically modified organisms foods. I will support legislation to mandate labeling of all
genetically modified foods and animal byproducts that are on the market or come on the market. Likewise I will support
a ban the development and planting of GMO plant varieties and make the patenting of GMOs illegal, and allow farmers
to save and reuse seed from year to year.

13. Climate Change

What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change? 

All of Berkeley must have supportive environments by Creating, rehabilitating, and maintaining all public open spaces in
all communities. We must preserve, protect, and restore streams, rivers, lakes, bays, wetlands, the ocean, and
groundwater aquifers and simultaneously protect our flora and fauna.  Likewise, we need to prioritize complete streets
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and safety first outcomes to improve transit access and services, reduce air pollutants that threaten public health, curb
transportation emissions that fuel climate change.

To make Berkeley a zero carbon city?

Berkeley must support California State, County, City, and Local Legislative Measures designed to decrease air pollution
and increase emission source control, and to advance the development and use of alternative sources of energy. As
mayor I will support policies that allow for coastal offshore wind energy, and establish tax incentives towards
demonstration of stewardship and inclusive policy approaches to ocean planning, leasing, and permitting. Require all
electricity sellers to replace at least 50% of their energy use with clean renewable sources by 2025, and a long-term
objective of 100% clean renewable sources by 2035. I will prioritize education regarding the different types of wastes
such as solid waste, universal waste, hazardous waste and measures of waste minimization such as separation of
recyclables, compostables, and reusables and the banning of single-use non-biodegradable plastic consumer items
except where medically necessary or necessary for A.D.A. compliance. Another opportunity is to emphasize plant-based
diets since their wastes are biodegradable and compostable, encourage all businesses to replace resources with
reusable, recycled, biodegradable resources, and design and produce high quality goods that are durable, repairable
and reusable.

14. National Policy Statements

Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues?

Yes. The city of Berkeley must have political integrity to define positions related to national and international issues.
Berkeley must vote towards defending freedom of speech, privacy, innovation, and consumer rights in an increasingly
digitized world and to protect digital freedom and privacy.

15. Berkeley Ballot Measures

What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures? 

Measure 1 - Police Accountability Charter Amendment (majority vote)

Vote Yes: I highlight Section 3.3 giving power “to the Director of Police Accountability to recommend if discipline is
warranted when misconduct is found and compel attendance through subpoenas.

Measure 2 - GANN Limit Spending Authority (majority vote)

Vote  Yes: During budget deficits, we need strategic planning to reallocate existing funds within our city budget.

Measure 3 - Fire, Emergency Services and Wildfire Prevention Tax (2/3 vote) 

Vote Yes: The proceeds shall be placed in a special fund to be used only for local firefighter and emergency medical
response, upgrading and modernizing the 9-1-1 dispatch system and the wildfire prevention and preparedness activities.
The tax would not apply to property owned by individuals who qualify as “very low-income” and would remain in effect
until repealed by the voters or the City Council. The tax is estimated to generate $8.5 million annually.

Measure 4 - Tax on Transportation Network Company Trips (majority vote)

Vote Yes: The tax is estimated to generate $910,000 annually. The City Council could also adopt by ordinance additional
exemptions, waivers, discounts, or rebates for the tax, such as discounted or free trips for low-income individuals or
youth traveling to or from school. Likewise the City Council could reduce or eliminate the tax without further voter
approval.

Measure 5 - Charter Amendment: Mayor and Council Compensation (majority vote)
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No Preference: As Mayor of Berkeley, it is my duty to keep citizens safe and protect their quality of life. This measure
would amend the City Charter to provide the Mayor’s salary set at the same rate as the median income for a three-
person household in Alameda County. I believe that all city agencies should take cuts proportional to living wages.
However, this measure also allows paid sick leave for illness or death of family members.

Measure 6 - Charter Amendment: Administrative Provisions and City Attorney (majority vote)

Vote Yes: This amendment would allow residents who are 18 years or older to serve on the independent redistricting
commission, allowing noncitizen residents to serve. Likewise, it gives power to the city council to remove the city
attorney with a majority vote. 

Measure 7 - Utility Users Tax (majority vote)

Vote Yes: I am against taxes on residents of Berkeley especially the disproportional taxation of low-income residents.
However, the proposed 2.5% increase in the gas and electric utility user taxes is estimated to generate a minimum of
$2.4 million per year which will offset our budgetary deficit. Likewise, the measure would exempt individuals enrolled in
the California Alternate Rates for Energy Program (CARE) or the Family Electric Rate Assistance Program (FERA) from
both the gas and electricity user taxes.

Measure 8 - Rent Stabilization Ordinance (majority vote)

Vote Yes: Our city needs emergency eviction limitations to keep people sheltered in place as well as accessory dwelling
unit exemptions to enhance shelter accommodations for our city’s residents. 

16. State Propositions 

What are your positions on State Propositions? 

Prop 14 Bonds - $5.5 billion in bonds for state stem cell research 

Vote No

Prop 15 Taxes - commercial/industrial properties taxed at market value 

Vote Yes

Prop 16 Affirmative Action - repeals Prop 209 (1996)

Vote Yes

Prop 17 Suffrage - restores vote to convicted felons on parole

Vote Yes

Prop 18 Suffrage - Allows 17-year-olds to vote in primaries and special elections

Vote Yes

Prop 19 Taxes - Changes tax assessment transfers and inheritance rules

No Preference

Prop 20 Law Enforcement - changes policies related to sentencing, prison release, DNA 

Vote No

Prop 21 Housing - Expands local governments' power to use rent control

Vote Yes

Prop 22 Business - defines labor policies of app-based drivers and app-based companies
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Vote No

Prop 23 Healthcare - Requires physician on-site at dialysis clinics and state consent to close

Vote Yes

Prop 24 Business - Expands the provisions of the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) 

Vote No

Prop 25 Trials - Replaces cash bail with risk assessments for suspects awaiting trial

Vote No.

17. Endorsements 

1. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15?
No Preference

b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff voting? Who has
endorsed you?

I have been endorsed by Cheryl Davila (district 2), the Young Greens of the United States, and Howie Hawkins, the
Green Party Presidential Candidate. I am not endorsing anyone else for Mayor. A mayor of Berkeley should be someone
with conviction and shows up to rise in solidarity with the public. I am the only candidate that has direct action with
Berkeleyans for Berkeleyans and will prioritize a budget that includes specific protections to support marginalized
groups.

18. Campaign Financing 

Will you obtain public financing for your campaign?

Yes, we have achieved public finance.

19. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?

20. Have you signed the following pledge?

1. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire

Yes!

Your Neighbor,

Aidan Hill
Pronouns: They/Them/Theirs
Candidate, Berkeley Mayor 2020
Email: aidan@hill.vote
Work: (510) 982-1808
Social: @VoteAHill

Berkeley for #AllofUs

https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire
mailto:aidan@hill.vote
http://twitter.com/voteahill

