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GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 
Greg Jan, on behalf of the: 
Green Party of Alameda County 
 
Please email your responses to:  greenvoterguide@lists.riseup.net   In the subject line, please 
include the name of the office you are running for.  Finally, please send your responses as text in the 
body of your email, as our list does not handle attachments very well. 
 
 
Name: Amos White 
 
Phone:  415-489-0074 
 
E-mail:  amos4alameda@gmail.com 
 
Website:  www.amoswhite4alameda.com 
 
 
1. What background and experience makes you a strong candidate? 
 
I am a committed parent, active civic member and community organizer dedicated to being a 
contributor to the betterment of our island city.  
 

● I serve as Vice Chair of the bay area Climate Emergency Mobilization Task Force, a Bay 
Area coalition of elected officials, city & county staff, youth, environmental activists, social 
activists, and front line communities addressing the inequities and causes of the climate 
emergency.  www.cemtf.org 

● Founder/CEO of 100K Trees for Humanity, urban tree planting initiative to accelerate our 
municipal carbon reduction goals with increased funding for natural solutions reforestation 
projects. 

● Steering Committee Member of CASA - Community Action for a Sustainable Alameda 
(Alameda’s environmental task force); and Chair, Climate Emergency Mobilization Committee 

● Co-Author, City of Alameda Resolution to Declare Racism a Public Health Emergency, 
August 2020. 

● Co-Author, City of Alameda Climate Emergency Declaration and rapidly moved CASA and 
our City to collaborate in joining regional climate efforts as it impacts our most vulnerable 
frontline community members, March 2019. 

● Lead Organizer, ACLU People Power Alameda; coordinated Anti Immigration Detention 
protests with Alameda Progressives and Alameda All Faiths Coalitions and our community. 

http://www.cemtf.org/


● Local Advocate, California Sanctuary Campaign, advocating for immigrant and detainee 
rights and emancipation. 

● Co-Authored the California Competitive Education Act, 1999, with Scott Myers-Lipton, 
PhD - to realign budget education funding with a split-roll assessment on businesses. 

 
 
2. Why are you running and what do you wish to accomplish? 
 
I am running for City Council to restore good governance to Alameda.  Our city has become 
unresponsive to the needs of all its residents, deferring to prolonged legislative debate when the 
people demand action now.   As council member, I will work hard for our city every single day for 
good governance, transparency and openness for our city.  
 
My priorities are: 

1. Address systemic racism and equity in our city 
2. Provide for community health, wellness, & safety 
3. Increased affordable housing for workforce families and our unhoused members 
4. Address traffic as linked to housing and development 
5. Improving our quality of life in protecting and enhancing our parks and environment. 

 
3. Who is supporting you? Whom are you endorsing? 
 
I am supported by: Otto Wright (The Local), Shauna Rosenblum (Rockwall Wine Company), 
Chris Tam (All Good Living), Debbie George (Pillow Park Plaza), Ben Winter (Phoenix 
Alameda), Rumi Rahmadi (The Beanery), Mali Watkins, Nick Cabral, Al & Candy DeWitt, Fred & 
Cindy Alexander, Mario & Wendy Mariani, Chase Martin, Robert Paine, Jyothi Marbin, MD & 
Seth Marbin, Donna Marie Ferro, Michael & Cookie Robles Wong, and more. 
 
4. Are you receiving corporate donations for the campaign? How much money do you project to 
spend? 
 
I receive no corporate donations nor will I accept any.  I project that I will spend $30,000. 
 
5. Whom do you see as your allies and opponents on the Council? 
 
I would hope that my allies on council will be my fellow council members. No one’s policy is ever 
monolithic. It takes deep listening to our community’s diverse voices and some compromise to craft 
any good policy.  That means learning to work with each of my fellow council members and the mayor 
to help move our city forward. 
 
6. What is your position on Article 26/Measure A? 
 



I oppose the measure. I personally think Article 26 needs to be revised or repealed. We need 
more affordable housing, especially more below market rate and low and very low income 
housing to meet the housing element.  However, council rushed the city to put this measure 
on the ballot in the midst of the pandemic without enough public participation and without a 
General Plan Review.  The Council could have had the City do much more outreach, same 
as when the Utility User Tax was put on the ballot a few years ago. The city did a good job of 
outreach then in a measure that directly affects us all.  People of Alameda tell me they 
deserve that same consideration now, otherwise it threatens to divide our community and 
also create a slippery slope of limited government with even less public access or 
engagement to debate issues of importance. 
 
 
7. What are other key issues involved in this election? How would you try to advance a program to 
impact them? 
 
Addressing systemic racism and equity in our city. Alameda is in the midst of deep challenges. 
This summer showed our city's public safety failure in justice and humanity.  I joined to lead our 
community in rallies with ACLU People Power and called for direct accountability of our city officials 
and police department.  As council member, I will: 

● Assure all our departments, ordinances, policies and trainings address the inherent systemic 
racism  

● Actively monitor the Citizens Police Oversight Steering Committee’s process to assure equity 
in committee representation and their proposed solutions, and reallocation of budget 
resources to provide for the nonessential services that officers formerly responded to. 

 
Providing for quality health care and public safety services.  City responsiveness in this 
pandemic crisis has failed. From getting safe COVID testing on island, to our public safety response, 
Alameda residents deserve top notch public safety services and access to quality health care.  As 
council member, I will work hard to: 

● Establish the Department of Public Health and Wellness to address the needs of our 
homeless and unhoused community members.  

● Assure we provide our residents and visitors fair and equitable public safety care and 
treatment.  

● Convene public townhalls on community wellbeing with neighborhood residents and our police 
chief and call for a data driven approach to account for and to prioritize our community’s 
needs. 

 
Protecting our quality of life and environment. Our island community is surrounded by beautiful 
trees and Bay that clean our air, provide living giving shade and habitat with lush greenery.  As a 
climate champion, I pledge to: 

● Further improve our parks and rambling open spaces in completing their plans. 
● Assure we plant the 3,000 missing street trees for more lush neighborhoods. 



● Support our Climate Action and Resilience Plan to meet our 2030 carbon reduction goals. 
● Prioritize expanding parks at Alameda Point and Enterprise Park and the old NAS Alameda 

Campground for camping. 
● Use ARPD time and prioritizing "DePave Park" plans along the West bank of the Seaplane 

Lagoon at Alameda Point. 
● Accelerate the Northwest Territories Park agreement with East Bay Regional Park District for 

the 150 acre parcel north of the VA properties. 
 
8. What added revenues could be gained for the city? 
 
My budget priorities focus on retaining our workers and in getting the City to think beyond the current 
budget cycle if we are to have a sustainable fiscal future. I would: 
 

● Support the city manager's Mid Term Budget recommendations to:limit layoffs;  pause the 
$200+ million backlog of capital improvement work on our storm drains, parks and buildings, 
and streets and sidewalks; hold vacant positions in police and fire for a $2.5MM savings. 

 
● Accept the Police Chief's recommendation to save for a $58MM by reallocating 42% of 

his budget.  A significant portion of this should be directed to establishing a Public Health and 
Wellness Department with a CAHOOTS style program to serve our homeless and unhoused 
persons. 

  
● Continue Council policy to place a portion of the General Fund Balance over a given 

amount into trust funds to allow monies to be spent on services in Alameda instead of 
allowing city revenues to be consumed by unfunded liability.  I think we should also look 
at negotiating increasing the sharing of the responsibility of employee contributions to these 
benefits. 

 
● Work with the unions to negotiates changes to benefits to a level that results in a 

manageable liability, then work to have the City fund it, perhaps with a bond. 
 

● Explore such options like hybrid defined contribution/benefit plans or defined 
contribution plans for future employees which may yield faster positive returns.  

 
● Call for a single payer healthcare system that reduces medical costs for Alamedans.  This 

is what Seattle and Boston have done. 
 
9. Is there anything you wish to add? 
 
I have served on the front lines of California communities focusing on children, youth and 
families policy efforts for over 25 years.  I believe that Alameda will be a safe and thriving 
community once we center our most vulnerable members.  Unfortunately, even I have fears. I 
have yet to put my 16 ½  son behind the wheel of a car like most other parents do when they 



turn 15. Because I am not ready to have “The Talk” with him.  I have concerns in our 
community’s safety, for my own family’s safety when officers are arresting Black men for 
dancing in the streets. 
 
We can do better as a City. In fact, we must.  
 
I ask for your vote to elect Amos White as your next City Council Member to do so.  Thank 
you. 
 
--  
Our county party is committed to the Ten Key Values of the Green Party of California: ecological 
wisdom, sustainability, social justice, grassroots democracy, respect for diversity, decentralization, 
community-based economics, non-violence, local and global responsibility and feminism. 
 
Connect with Us 
http://www.acgreens.org 
acgreens1992@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/230759976959962/ 
 

http://www.acgreens.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/230759976959962/

