
Green Party of Alameda County 
Candidate Questionnaire for Berkeley City Council 

Name: Ben Bartlett 
Address: 1810 West Street, APT 5, Berkeley, CA 94702  
Email and Phone: benny4berkeley@gmail.com / 415-527-7765 
Campaign Website: http://benny.vote/ 
Candidate for what District Office: Berkeley City Council District 3 
 
1. Motivation 

a. Why did you choose to run for this office? 
As a new Father, I think a lot about the future I’m leaving my daughter. 
Environmental Collapse, Fire, Poverty, and Moral Failure await her 
generation unless we make change. 
After my Mother was displaced I ran for office to do just that-- make change. 
We passed Paid Family Leave,--Banned Natural Gas, and Restaurant 
Plastic,--- Approved Hundreds of Affordable Homes, ---Divested from 
Trump’s Border Wall and ICE contractors; ---Prefabricated supportive 
housing for the homeless, Re-envisioning Public Safety and Racial Equity 
with the George Floyd Act; and won the biggest investment in safe streets in 
a generation. 
I’m running for re-election to make sure the laws we passed is fully 
implemented.  
 

2. Priorities 
a. What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? The City? What are some 

specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish while in 
office?  

- Pandemic recovery and COVID Readiness. We’ve got to restore our reserves 
and drive local investment. 

- Tenant evictions and mortgage defaults resulting in more homelessness and 
poverty. 

- Implementing the reallocation of funds from the police to social services and 
transforming public safety and BerkDot, a civilian division for 
transportation enforcement. 

- Advancing our Climate goals. I intend to help launch a Berkeley Green New 
Deal. 

 
3. Qualifications 

a. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City 
Council member. 
I am a 5th generation Berkeley native. I’ve served as a Board member of the Earth 
Rights Institute where I worked on Environmental Justice programs in Africa. Here 
in California, I  trained as an environmental lawyer and worked at the California 
Air Resources Board where I helped launch Cap and Trade. At the California 
Energy Commission, I worked on funding electric vehicle infrastructure and 
shutting down natural gas plants. At the California Clean Energy Fund, I created 
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an EV loan program for low-income workers in the Central Valley. At the Bay Area 
Council, I drafted a Clean Air Technology and Investment trade agreement between 
California and China. 
In Berkeley, I served on the Transportation Commission, where I worked on local 
EV infrastructure, the Loan Advisory Board helping fund local businesses, the 
Planning Commission, the Police Review Commission, and Vice-Chair of the Zero 
Waste Commission, where I helped pass Berkeley’s historic plastic bag ban and 
solid waste to energy deal.  
 

4. Budget 
a. The economic downturn triggered by Covid-19 has decreased revenues to Berkeley 

creating a $40M shortfall. Current plans by Mayor Arreguin call for a 15% across the 
board cut in all departments except police which will receive a 13% reduction. Do you 
agree with the proposed budget priorities and if not, which priorities would get increased 
and decreased support? 
I'm pleased to say that we were able to close the 40M shortfall- without layoffs or 
service cuts. 

b. The budget projections by the City Manager assume a steep downturn in revenue for 
FY2021, followed by relatively flat revenues for the following 3 years.  Should the 
economic downturn continue, with an additional 10% loss of revenue, how would you 
prioritize the cuts?  
I would focus on cuts that don’t impact services or cause the loss of city workers. 
The police budget may provide a source of funding as we examine and rationalize 
their services. 
 

5. Police 
a. Define what the movement to “defund the police” means to you.  

It means re-allocating police budget dollars toward community serving resources.  
I authored the George Floyd Community Safety Act which creates a civilian 
Specialized Care Unit to respond to non-criminal mental health and homelessness 
calls.  

b. Do you favor defunding the police and if so how do you envision it would be 
implemented?  
Yes. See above. 

c. What policies would you favor to demilitarize the BPD? 
My George Floyd Act calls for a progressive training protocol  

d. Do you think current Berkeley policies regarding surveillance are adequate, and if not, 
what additional policies and technology bans will you attempt to implement? 
I helped pass the facial recognition ban. The technology is moving so fast, it is hard 
to know whats adequate, but I will work with the community to determine policies 
to protect our freedoms. 

e. If Urban Shield is resurrected (with a new name), would you vote in favor of BPD 
participation? 
No 

f. On which of the following do you favor a ban on police use: tear gas, pepper spray, 
rubber bullets, beanbag guns, smoke grenades, police dogs, tasers, chokeholds? 
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Ban on all of them except pepper spray.  
g. When the Police Chief Greenwood was asked at a City Council meeting what he would 

do if the Council banned tear gas, he responded "Firearms. We can shoot people." Do you 
think such a comment warrants the hiring a new Police Chief? 
I am prohibited from commenting on human resource matters. 

h. Do you favor the Berkeley City Council signing of MOUs (memorandums of 
understanding) with NCRIC (Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with 
ICE (Immigration and Customs) and with UASI (Urban Area Security Initiative)?  
No. 
 

6. Land Use 
a. What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today? 

Cost of developing affordable housing. 
b. The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you 

foresee on land use policy? 
The university doesn't pay property taxes. This is problematic when they acquire 
parcels. 

c. What is your position on the building of housing on The People’s Park? 
Green space is so rare, I support exploring other options first. 
 

7. Safety and Infrastructure 
a. Do you think the Berkeley response to Covid-19 has been adequate?  

We have had one of the best responses in the country. We have only suffered three 
deaths and less racial skewing than other cities with our demographics, size, and 
density. 

b. Do you favor opening up the city to greater economic/social activity?  
In phases and only under the careful direction of our Public Health Director.  

c. Do you favor maintaining social distancing, masking and bar/restaurant closures (except 
for takeout)? 
Yes. 

d. What is your position on 5G infrastructure? 
By law, I am not allowed to comment on its health impacts with regard to land use 
and placement. However, I did host a town hall for activists to debate with industry 
representatives. Note- industry failed to attend.  
 

8. Affordable housing  
a. What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing?  

We are not meeting our affordable housing goals to the extent that we are market 
rate.  

b. Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley?  
It is complicated, but it raises income levels which makes affordable income levels 
higher which ultimately drives gentrification. Fees from market-rate development 
are valuable, but when an affordable housing unit costs 800M+ to build, the funding 
is negligible. Also, we just passed a 100M bond for affordable housing. This is a 
complex issue. But in this context of economic pressure, I’m compelled to favor 
affordable housing when presented with the choice. 
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c. What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished 
affordable housing in Berkeley?  
I passed “by right” affordable housing, and prefabricated stackable units in order 
to make it less expensive to build. 

d. Are there any particular demographics or neighborhoods that you would target for this 
housing?  
All over Berkeley. Diversity and Opportunity require each district to support 
affordability. 

e. Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification?  
Yes. 

f. If so, how?  
I passed the Anti-Displacement Public Advocate to argue in probate court for 
homeowners about to lose homes in probate court. For tenants, I helped pass the 
Tenant Protection Ordinance, and eviction protections, and rent support. 
 

9. Rent Control 
a. How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction 

protections?  
Very. 

b. How important is keeping an elected rent board?  
Very. 

c. Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board? If so, which 
one(s) and why?  
The Pro-Tenant Slate. My mother is a tenant who was displaced. The rent board 
saved her. 

d. Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins? 
Yes.  
 

10. Homelessness 
a. What do you think can and should be done about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley?  

We are building an outdoor shelter, but ultimately we need to house them. I passed 
“Step Up Housing” prefab low cost rapidly built supportive housing. It is being 
looked at by the State as a potential global solution. 

b. What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments?  
Not productive. 

c. What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers?  
I favor the even distribution of RV’s and encampments.  

d. Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds?  
Yes. It has housed 250+ persons. 

e. Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities?  
Yes. My district is host to the longest-running and politically active camp.  

f. What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless?  
Bathrooms, laundry, garbage pickups, mental health, and addiction counseling. 

g. What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of 
regional, state or federal funding? 
We can house a great people in low-cost prefabricated units.  
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11. Race  

a. Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform?  
Yes. 

b. Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems 
with racism and white supremacy in our society?  
Yes. I have helped my white colleagues understand the point of view of black 
residents. 
 

12. Health  
a. Do you support single-payer healthcare in California? 

Yes. 
b. Do you oppose Sutter Health’s plans to close Alta Bates?  

Yes. 
c. If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open?  

Yes. Lock in the zoning of the site as a hospital and offer, so Sutter will be afraid of 
another operator coming in and eating their market share. 

d. What policies would you support to re-localize our food system?  
I support commercial community gardens, the food justice program at Mcgee 
Baptist Church. 

e. Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law?  
Yes. 
 

13. Climate Change 
a. What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change?  

Electrify the city with more solar and EV readiness and public transport. 
b. To make Berkeley a zero-carbon city? 

I'm working on a local Green New Deal with Mayor Arreguin. 
 

14. National Policy Statements 
a. Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues?  

Definitely. 
 

15. Berkeley Ballot Measures 
a. What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures?  

Measure 1 - Police Accountability Charter Amendment (majority vote) -  
Yes. 

Measure 2 - GANN Limit Spending Authority (majority vote) - 
No. 

Measure 3 - Fire, Emergency Services and Wildfire Prevention Tax (2/3 vote) -  
Yes. 

Measure 4 - Tax on Transportation Network Company Trips (majority vote)-  
Yes. 

Measure 5 - Charter Amendment: Mayor and Council Compensation (majority vote)  
Yes. 
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Measure 6 - Charter Amendment: Administrative Provisions and City Attorney (majority 
vote)  

Yes. 
Measure 7 - Utility Users Tax (majority vote)  

Yes. 
Measure 8 - Rent Stabilization Ordinance (majority vote)  

Yes. 
 

16. State Propositions  
a. What are your positions on State Propositions?  

Prop 14 Bonds - $5.5 billion in bonds for state stem cell research - 
Yes. 

Prop 15 Taxes - commercial/industrial properties taxed at market value -  
Yes.  

Prop 16 Affirmative Action - repeals Prop 209 (1996) - 
Yes. 

Prop 17 Suffrage - restores vote to convicted felons on parole - 
Yes. 

Prop 18 Suffrage - Allows 17-year-olds to vote in primaries and special elections - 
Yes. 

Prop 19 Taxes - Changes tax assessment transfers and inheritance rules - 
Yes. 

Prop 20 Law Enforcement - changes policies related to sentencing, prison release, DNA - 
Yes. 

Prop 21 Housing - Expands local governments' power to use rent control - 
Yes. 

Prop 22 Business - defines labor policies of app-based drivers and app-based companies - 
Yes. 

Prop 23 Healthcare - Requires physician on-site at dialysis clinics and state consent to 
close - 

Yes. 
Prop 24 Business - Expands the provisions of the California Consumer Privacy Act 
(CCPA) - 

Yes. 
Prop 25 Trials - Replaces cash bail with risk assessments for suspects awaiting trial-  

Yes. 
 

17. Endorsements  
a. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15?  

2018- N/A 
2020- Buffy Wicks 

b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff 
voting? Who has endorsed you?  
I am endorsed by  

● Sierra Club 
● Building Trades Council 
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● Friends of Adeline 
● SEIU 1021 
● Mayor Jesse Arreguin 
● City Council Supermajority 
● Former Councilmember Max Anderson 
● ALL Rent Board Commissioner  
● Board of Library Trustee John Selawsky 
● Director Andy Katz 
● Superintendent Tony Thurmond 
● Actor & Activist Danny Glover 
● and more.  

 
18. Campaign Financing  

a. Will you obtain public financing for your campaign?  
No. I was unable to qualify. 
 

19. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 
The Green party values are what drives my entire career. I would be honored to work with 
you on some groundbreaking, world-saving ideas. 
 

20. Have you signed the following pledge? 
a. A. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire 

Yes 
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