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1. Why do you want to run? 
 
   I am running to expand the educational arc of equality, quality, and opportunity for all students in District 
7. My greatest priority is to ensure movement from their current below level of performance to one equal 
to and/ or above the highest level of Oakland schools where student population is predominantly from 
families identified as high income in the recent census. 
 
2.  Qualifications: Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 
school board member. 
 
I am a retired educator with over 46 years of experience. I was a high school teacher for 16 years, a high 
school administrator for 6 years and a college professor for 20 years. I have been an advocate for 
children and public schools for 54 years, and I was the youth director of basketball at the YMCA 
in  Oakland, California. I was an Alameda County Juvenile Justice Commissioner for 40 years, and I 
currently serve on the California State Advisory Board of Corrections. 
 
3. Programs and Priorities: Elected office provides the opportunity to pro-actively lead by placing new 
ideas for consideration and development. What do you believe are the main priorities for the school board? 
 
All students should have equal access to curriculum requirements and resources that improve the 
school's academic performance, physical responsible and ongoing accountability.   

4. Handing the Pandemic:   In the current crisis, please reflect on the process of reopening schools and 
related issues such as distance learning. 
 
     A healthy and safe environment for students, staff and parents must be provided. Every student must 
have a one to one ratio of computers and on internet assess in order to be successful. A help-line should 
be available to students and parents, and the computers and equipment must be repaired when needed 
as soon as possible.  
 
5. School Evaluation: How do you access the overall state of the OUSD? Identify successes and related 
issues and shortcomings. 

 
 I would evaluate by onsite visitations, meetings with all District 7 clusters/teachers weekly on Zoom to 
discuss problems and concerns. I would also attend the Parent-Teacher Association meetings. 
 
6. Budget: What changes in the OUSD budget would you suggest, especially in light of the current 
economic crisis? Why has the District faced ongoing budgetary problems, identified as shortfalls? 
 
I would suggest establishing a budget committee that would include union members and support staff. 
District staff, Directors and Principals should report regularly to the Board of Directors, and each school 
site should report purchases, equipment and supplies showing justification for purchases and an analysis 
of its positive effect and review  and compare with other sites. 
 
7.  Greater Resources: What possible added/new sources of revenue would you prioritize? 
 
 I would see that more funds be allocated to the Pre-K through 3rd grades with emphasis on reading and 
math so that each student leaves the third grade with the ability to read fluently, effortless, independently 
and enthusiastically. I would also implement reducing truancy in the district.   
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8. School Properties: What are your thoughts on maintaining current district sites/properties, including 
their possible sales? 
  
I am not in favor of selling any school property, and the central district office should be relocated from a 
leased commercial building that costs five million dollars into a school owned property. 
 
9. Colocations: What is your evaluation of collocation of public and charter schools? 
 
 I am definitely not in favor of collocation of public and charter schools. 
 
10. Charter Schools: What is your general view of OUSD policy on charter schools? Do you favor a 
moratorium on charters? Do you distinguish between different types of charter schools? 

 
Unfortunately, we have a majority of school board members that are funded by charter school 
organizations to prioritize public schools into charter schools that do not accept all students. Most of the 
special needs students are not accepted. 
 
11. Discipline: What are your thoughts on the current OUSD policy on suspensions? What role do you 
see for restorative justice programs? 
 
     Administrators need to more prepared and knowledgeable when presenting the case for suspensions. 
I have faith in the restorative justice program if it is followed correctly and focuses less on punishment and 
more on righting wrongs and building healthy relationships within the schools.  
 
12. Truancy and Drop Outs: What ideas do you have for dealing with truancy and drop outs?  

 
       The first thing that needs to happen is realignment of feeder  patterns in all district neighborhoods so 
parents don't have to travel greater distances to middle schools. Often the distance factor is the major 
causes of dropouts and truancy. 
 
 13. Central Office Resources: How do you see the allocations for central office funding and resources for 
school sites?  
 
          There is too much mismanagement of public funds by the central office.  It is top heavy with upper 
and middle management. There should be more accountability of the superintendent to the board, and 
there should be disbursement of equitable funds from the general funds from general purpose and 
restricted budgets,  
 
14. Community Schools: What are your views on the potential of community schools and what resources 
would be required? 
 
I think that Community Schools show promise to educate the whole child by giving them support and 
building their confidence to attend college. 
 
15. School Day Learning Environment: What are your thoughts on the length of the school day and class 
size reduction (both in this crisis period and beyond)? 
 
The number of hours that students attend school are mandated by the State Superintendent of Schools. I 
think the current class size number is too large and the maximum should be no more than 28 students 
per class. Special Needs students should not have more than 12 per class. 
 
16.  Vocational Education/Electives: What do you see as the future of vocational education in OUSD? 
How would you strengthen electives curriculum? 
 
       The worst thing that happened in the OUSD was when Vocational Ed classes were limited or taken 
out of the district. All students will not go to college and need to be prepared to have survival work skills 



when they graduate from high schools. I would collaborate with community colleges to offer high school 
students with advanced vocational educational classes and programs. 
 
17.  Labor: How do you view the relationship between OUSD and its unionized bargaining units, 
especially in this time of crisis? 
 
  I think that OUSD should work better with the bargaining units and be more transparent with the union 
concerning available funds.  
 
18.  City/OUSD Relations: How should the city of Oakland support OUSD and youth related programs? 
  
It should be a partnership between the city and the OUSD for the good of students. Summer employment 
and other opportunities could be partner shipped between the two. 
 
19.  Accountability: How do you see yourself as accountable to the people of Oakland and how might this 
relate to your dealing with the District Superintendent and staff? 
 
I plan to be accountable to the district that I represent, and will ensure that the needs of District 7 will be 
met. I will hold the superintendent and her staff accountable to the people of District 7. 
 
20. Campaign Finance: Would you accept corporate/foundation funding in your campaign, especially from 
groups supporting charter schools? How much do you hope to raise? 
 
 I will not accept money from from any corporate/foundation that support charter schools. I hope that my 
campaign will be able to raise $15,000. 
 
21.  Money in Politics: Would you support amending the US Constitution to end unlimited corporate 
funding rights and get big money out of politics? 
 
Yes.  
 
22. Endorsements: Who has endorsed you so far and by whom do you expect to be endorsed? Whom 
are you endorsing? 
 
 I have been endorsed by the following: 
 
Democratic Socialist of America 
Oakland Public School Action 2020 
Mr. Walter Johnson, Sr. 
Mr. Odell Johnson  
Mr. William Riley 
Ms. Dolores ward 
Dr. John Cooke 
Rev. Jayson Landeza 
Ms. Mary Ester Augustine 
Mr. Johnny Lorigo 
Dr. Marvin Jones 
 
 
I have endorsed: 
Dr. Marcie Hodge 
 
I expect to be endorsed by the following: 
Oakland Education Association 
Family In Action 
Alameda Democratic Party 



Stonewall Democratic Club 
SEIU 790 
Alameda Labor Union 
 
23.  CLOSING QUESTION: Is there anything else you wish to add? 
 
With the upcoming school board election being so very important, please join TEAM TAPSCOTT in our 
efforts to improve the quality of education for all students in District 7 and in the city of Oakland. VOTE IN 
NOVEMBER. 
 
 
 

 


