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1.  Why did you decide to run for this office?  What skills/strengths would 

you bring to the Board? 

a. I am very passionate about the importance of quality education for all 

sectors of our population.  The COVID-19 pandemic is making it more 

important. Many of the jobs and occupations that have disappeared will 

not be returning.  A substantial segment of the  population in our service 

area will need to acquire new skillsets to compete for meaningful 

employment. 

b. I have been a leader throughout my entire life.  I was a head accountant 

for a sizeable corporation at the age of 19.  I received my room and 

board at the University level due to my leadership roles.  I was placed 

into extremely important leadership roles during my 24 years in the 

Navy and retired as a Captain.  I was appointed to be Chair of an 

extensive and far reaching strategic planning task force for Alameda 

within three years of retirement.  I was elected President of a 3,000 

home owner association. I was then elected to the City Council. I was 

then elected Mayor, President of the Conference of Mayors, and as a 

Commissioner on the MTC.  

c. I refer to leadership relative to skills and strengths because the Board of 

seven Trustees have considerable authority  to determine the policies 

for the Peralta Community College District but individual Trustees have 

zero authority.  Programs and initiatives must be sold and not 

mandated. 

2. Describe your relevant employment experience.  
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a. I have been a Trustee on the Board of Governors of the Peralta 

Colleges for over 15 ½ years.  I have been a Board Officer numerous 

times. I have been the Chair of the Retirement Board for the past ten 

years.  I am on the executive committee, alternate co-chair, of the 

Veteran’s Caucus for the California Community Colleges. I have 

testified before the U.S. Congress on behalf of Veteran’s programs. I 

have chaired numerous Trustee Committees. 

3. What are the three major issues in Peralta that need to be addressed? 

How would you address those issues? 

a. We need to focus upon the safety of the Students, Faculty and Staff 

during this virus pandemic.  We need to establish the appropriate 

policies that provide for safety and still provide for high quality 

education.   

b. We need to increase our enrollment.  We have excess capacity at this 

point of time.  We also have a sizeable population in our Service Area 

that do not understand the value of post-secondary education nor 

how to access the process.  We must improve upon our 

communication to the communities that we serve.  The move to a 

greater use of technology vice people means that our population 

must gain more appropriate skillsets. 

c. We must dramatically improve upon the concept of Career 

Awareness throughout our Student Body.  What skillsets are required 

for the various occupations and what is the current compensation for 

the various occupations. 

4. What would you do as Trustee to ensure that Peralta is accountable to 

the community in use of public funds, including bond money (Measure G) 

and the parcel tax (Measure E) passed in 2018? 

a. We currently have Citizen Oversight Committees for Measure G and 

Measure E and are in conformance of law in all respects.  The Board 

is briefed on a periodic basis by these Committees and we have 

written reports as well. 

b. Our overall Budget is a public document and the Board takes very 

seriously the role of the Allocation of Resources throughout our 

entire institution. The figures are monitored on a monthly basis. 

5. What are you prepared to do to advocate for increased state funding? 



a. I frequently attend both National and State forums and workshops 

on the issue of advocating for Community Colleges to maintain a 

sense of what our governmental entities are seeing and sensing. It 

varies by the year.  The issues are compounded by the fact that 

Community Colleges are substantially more complicated than people 

recognize.  For Peralta for example, approximately one third of the 

students are pursuing an AA degree with the focus to transfer to 

pursue a bachelor’s degree.  Approximately one third are enrolled in 

Career Technical Education certificate programs.  Approximately  one 

third of our students are enrolled to pursue an AA alone and for 

continuing education.  Statistics have shown that over 15% of our 

students already have a bachelor’s degree. 

6. What creative ideas do you have to develop alternative funding sources? 

a. I am a strong proponent of Contract Education. I have visited other 

states where Contract Education is a major contributor to their 

budget. 

b. We have some extremely valuable real estate and we have 

considerable vacant time in many areas.  I am a proponent of leasing 

out this space in a manner similar to College of the Canyons in 

Southern California. 

7. How would you define the role of trustee in relation to the Chancellor and 

Administration? 

a. A Trustee is one of seven on a Board that determines the WHAT in 

terms of policies and goals and the Chancellor determines the HOW 

in terms of procedures and execution. 

8. How do you think that shared governance (AB1725) should be 

implemented? What is the role of faculty, classified staff and students in 

shared governance? 

a. Communication throughout the organization is extremely important 

and all policies, procedures and resource allocation must take into 

account the views and conditions of those on “the front lines”. 

9. What qualities do you want to see in a new Chancellor for Peralta? 

a. A leader. A communicator. A listener. An individual that is well 

balanced in terms of background and experience.  An individual that 



understands and relates to the role and mission of California 

Community colleges. 

10.  What is your opinion about selling/leasing college land for commercial 

development? What was your position in 2017 when the Oakland 

Athletics wanted to build a stadium on Peralta/Laney land? 

a. I do not support selling Peralta property.  I do support leasing out 

space for use that is complementary to our role and mission.  For 

example, the UC Berkeley Campus is impacted and they could use 

some of our excess space.  Many large corporations in our area have 

a major need for education and orientation and could use our excess 

space to achieve their goals.  We are talking substantial amounts of 

money here. 

b. I did not support the sale of our property to the Oakland Athletics.  

First of all, we are not talking about excess space.  Secondly, the 

stadium would have had a very adverse impact upon Laney College. 

11.  What is your view on parity for part-time faculty? 

a. I have and will continue to support parity for part-time faculty. 

12.  What is your experience with collective bargaining? 

a. I have decades of experience, as a manager, with collective 

bargaining.  My late wife was a regional political action coordinator 

for an education oriented union. 

13.  What do you think about Charter Schools and privatization in education? 

a. I support public schools to meld all segments of our society.  

Students learn from the faculty.  They also learn from other students. 

14.   What do you think about ending Peralta’s contract with the Alameda 

County Sheriff’s Department? 

a. The cost of the contract with the Sheriff’s Department was too 

expensive and beyond what we can afford.  However, we do have to 

be aware of our requirement to provide for the safety of our 

students, faculty and staff.  Violent crime is rising dramatically in our 

area. 

15.  What does Peralta need to do to make sure that classes and other 

activities are safe for students during this pandemic? 

a. Structure, discipline and testing.   



16.  If you are an incumbent, what are the three most important 

accomplishments that you achieved during your time on the Peralta 

Board? 

a. We have a balanced budget in a very difficult period.  Our students 

are very successful.  We passed a bond measure with a tremendous 

support from the Communities that we serve. 

17. Who has endorsed you so far? What labor support do you have? 

a. I have the official endorsement of 53 leaders in the Community that 

endorsed me.  They are delineated in my web site at 

billwithrow4trustee.com. 

b. The labor unions have yet to complete their endorsement process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


