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Oakland School Board Questionnaire

Name: Cherisse Gash

Phone:(323)203.7576 (P), (510) 629-1947 (Campaign)

E-mail: cherissegash@gmail.com & cgashforschoolboard3@gmail.com

Website: https://cherissegash.com

Preface note:  We realize that beyond certain specific references to the pandemic, that many of the 

questions below will also relate to the crisis in which we find ourselves.

1.Motivation: Why do you choose to run?

As a mother of a 2020 OUSD graduate and a former alumni of OUSD, I've witnessed firsthand the 

injustice and neglect that many of our students face on a day-to-day basis in school sites. From 

students being discriminated against in their own classrooms, to advocating for equitable and 

inclusion based education, fighting against the racial bias of school closures which lead to the school 

to prison pipeline, and fighting for increased literacy rates for our students. For more than a decade I 

have watched this current school board ignore the educational necessities of students, creating 

divisions amongst the school sites communities and being fiscally irresponsible with the district's 

budget. Enough is enough this cycle has to end! This district needs a school board member that comes 

from the community and whose interests are to invest in the educational future of the students. That is 

who I am.

2. Qualifications: Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 

school board member. Here's a brief list:  Kaiser Elementary School PTA/ room parent 

Kaiser Elementary School PTA Nominating Committee 

   Claremont Middle School PTA 

   AAMA parent volunteer 

Hidden Genius Project parent volunteer 

 Oakland Tech High School PTA 

  Oakland Tech High School CSSC 
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Oakland Tech High School AASAP committee 

Oakland Tech High School Library committee 

Oakland Tech High School Equity Committee 

Oakland TechHigh School . Executive Board PTA 

OUSD LCAP committee Oakland Tech High School 

  MetWest High School SSC 

OUSD LCAP committee MetWest High School 

KingMakers of Oakland Parent Volunteer 

OUSD AAPAC committee (prior to March, 2020) 

  ARTICLE(S)/ VIDEOGRAPHY 

Oakland Post https://blog.oaklandxings.com/2019/11/post -salon-backs-call-state-officials-investigate- 

remove-fcmat/ 

Kaiser Elementary School February 2013 http://www.kaiserelementary.org/principal/ 

principal_02-25-2013.html 

Kingmakers Of Oakland June 2020 https://vimeo.com/431034095 

AAMA Parent of the Year Award 2016

COSEBOC attendee 2015, 2016, 2018 (Workshop presenter)

3. Programs and Priorities: Elected office provides the opportunity to proactively lead by placing new 

ideas for consideration and development. What do you believe are the main priorities for the School 

Board?

One of the main priorities of the school board is to hold the Superintendent accountable to the OUSD 

community. The school board is to act in the best educational interest of the community, ensure fiscal 

responsibility and being transparent with how the federal, state & county funds are being allocated 

throughout the district, to make sure all students are able to meet the graduation requirements, to add 

additional support services for all the students in need, are just a few priorities of the school board. 

4. Handling the Pandemic: In the current crisis, please reflect on the process of reopening schools and 
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related issues such as distance learning. OUSD started the 20-21 school year with the distance learning 

plan program before all the enrolled students had laptops, internet/hotspots, educational assessments 

and materials. The distance learning plan program was needed prior to the pandemic. Students, 

parents, teachers and staff needed training on how the DLPP would be successfully implemented for 

the students.

The health, safety and welfare of the students, parents, community, teachers, staff, unions and nurses 

needs to be at the forefront before schools can reopen again on school sites. The open schools safety 

criterias guidelines must be approved by the state, county and city before being implemented.

5. School Evaluation: How do you assess the overall state of the OUSD? Identify successes and 

shortcomings. Primarily what I have seen is wide-spread fiscal mismanagement catering to corporate 

profits and not our students. 

The success is that despite the OUSD propaganda tactics used to divide and pin schools sites and 

communities against each other, the overall enrollment into OUSD( prior to the Covid-19 pandemic) 

has not plummeted in recent years. Oakland families and communities still believe in the right to a 

quality public education and demand that OUSD is held accountable for that. 

6. Budget: What changes in the OUSD budget would you suggest, especially in light of the current 

economic crisis? Why has the District faced ongoing budgetary problems, identified as shortfalls?

The OUSD budget must be cost effective and transparent to students, parents, and the community. No 

more short or long term office leases spaces for the central office district staff. Defunding the OUSD 

school police department and reallocating those funds to the needs of our students. A moratorium on 

privately owned charter schools in OUSD. School closures do not save OUSD money. 

OUSD must prioritize and fully invest our students' education. OUSD has had too many high priced 

exorbitant outsourced financial consultants contractors continuously year after year claiming budget 

deficits in OUSD even when there is a surplus. These consultants have been creating a false budget 

crisis for the need for school closures in order to be fiscally solvent and to pay off the state funded loan 

to OUSD. 

7. Greater Resources: What possible added/ new sources of revenue would you prioritize? Prop 

15 Schools and communities first, proper and timely usage of the approved bond measures and etc.

8. School Properties: What are your thoughts on maintaining current District sites/ properties, including 

their possible sale? OUSD must upkeep and maintain current district sites and properties for the health  

& safety of our students as well as our communities. The Oakland bond measures like B & J need to be 

used properly and equitably across our district school sites and facilities. OUSD must be in the business 

of investing in high quality innovative education for students and not in real estates sales. 
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9. Collocations: What is your evaluation of collocation of public and charter schools?  Prior to the 

pandemic, privatized charter schools benefited from the small school model on co-locations sites at the 

full expense of public schools. 

10. Charter Schools: What is your general view of OUSD policy on charter schools?I do not agree and 

will not support long term leases of charter schools on public school sites.  Do you favor a moratorium 

on charters? Yes. Do you distinguish between different types of charters? There are community, county & 

privately owned charter schools in OUSD. There are 45 charter schools in OUSD out of 87 public 

schools. That's far too many for our district's student population.

11. Discipline: What are your thoughts on the current OUSD policy on suspensions? The current OUSD 

policy on suspensions continues to affect the African Americans, Latinos and marginalized students at 

a higher rate than any other ethnicities no matter the population.  What role do you see for restorative 

justice programs? The students, parents & community encourages, values and advocates for the need of 

the RJ programs in school sites. OUSD must invest and expand the RJ program and defund the OUSD 

school site police department. 

12. Truancy and Drop Outs: What ideas do you have for dealing with truancy and with drop outs? 

Truancy and dropouts occur when the needs of marginalized students are not accessed, met & 

prioritized. OUSD must invest in more psychologists, therapists, behavior specialists, RJ, counselors, 

racial bias training, and mentors in order to properly support our students with the most need.

13. Central Office Resources: How do you see the allocations for central office funding and resources for 

school sites? OUSD students and schools sites need to have priority in the allocated funding and 

resources over the central office.

14. Community Schools: What are your views on the potential of community schools and what resources 

would be required? Community schools could ideally maximize the usage of current school sites. 

15. School Day Learning Environment: What are your thoughts on the length of the school day and class 

size reduction (both in this crisis period and beyond)? I believe we need a thorough assessment/rating 

from the students, families and teachers on how this school year worked for them in order to proceed.

16. Vocational Education/ Electives: What do you see as the future of vocational education in OUSD? A 

vocational, technical and entrepreneurial ship education is invaluable and especially essential to our 

economy. Our students need to have all options available to them once they graduate from 

OUSD.  How would you strengthen electives' curriculum? The core curriculum and the elective 
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curriculum needs to be equitable at all school sites and networks.

17. Labor: How do you view the relationship between OUSD and its unionized bargaining units, 

especially in this time of crisis? N/A

18. City/OUSD Relations: How should the city of Oakland support OUSD and other youth related 

programs? The city of Oakland should allocate funds from their annual budget and or OPD's budget 

specifically for the educational and housing needs of the marginalized students in OUSD.

19. Accountability: How do you see yourself as accountable to the people of Oakland and how might this 

relate to your dealings with the District Superintendent and staff? As a school board director I will be 

committed and rooted in the present vitality and future of D3, as well as the entire school district. I 

hope that the District Superintendent and staff are committed to the needs of the people of Oakland.

20. Campaign Finance: Would you accept corporate/foundation funding in your campaign, especially 

from groups supporting charter schools? I am not accepting contributions from privatized charter 

corporations. Nor am I accepting contributions from law enforcement agencies, lobbyists or PACs. 

How much do you hope to raise? I hope to be cost effective with the amount of money donated to my 

campaign to positively reach my voters. The maximum donations that I can raise for this campaign is 

$102,000.

21. Money in Politics: Would you support amending the US Constitution to end unlimited corporate 

funding rights and get big money out of politics?Yes.

22. Endorsements: Who has endorsed you so far and by whom do you expect to be endorsed? Whom are 

you endorsing? N/A

23. Closing Question: Is there anything else you wish to add?

Please vote in this 2020 election. Every election is crucial to the success and vitality of the community. 

Educated students leads to informed future voters. Let's educate our students to uphold and improve 

our democracy. 


