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Re: Green Party of Alameda County Candidate Questionnaire for Berkeley City Council and
Mayor

From: Cheryl Davila (cheryl@cheryldavila.vote)

To: berkeleygreens@yahoo.com

Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020, 10:12 PM PDT

Dear Green Party: 

Please see below the answers to your questions in PURPLE. 
Thank you. 

On Mon, Aug 10, 2020 at 5:32 PM James McFadden <berkeleygreens@yahoo.com> wrote:
Dear Candidate,T
The Green Party of Alameda County will again be making endorsements and publishing them in
our upcoming Voter Guide. 15,000 copies are normally printed and distributed in the community,
with paper and electronic copies being sent to all Green Party members.

To assist us with our endorsement process, we would appreciate it if you would fill out the
questionnaire below and return it as soon as possible, and definitely no later than August 23.

Also, PLEASE REPLY BACK to this e-mail **NOW**, so we know you have received this
message.

Once we have received them, we will also post candidates' completed questionnaires to our
website..

Thank you,

Greg Jan and James McFadden, on behalf of the:
Green Party of Alameda County

Berkeley City Council and Mayoral Questionnaire

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION

Due Aug 23rd

Berkeley City Council and Mayoral Questionnaire

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION

Please email your responses to:  berkeleygreens@yahoo.com   In the subject line, please 
include the name of the office you are running for.  Finally, please send your responses as text 
in the body of your email, as our list does not handle attachments very well. Attached is a word 
document version of the questionnaire for your convenience. 

mailto:berkeleygreens@yahoo.com
mailto:berkeleygreens@yahoo.com
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Name: Councilmember Cheryl Davila

Phone: 510.841.4198

E-mail: cdavila@cheryldavila.vote

Website: www.cheryldavila.vote

Candidate for what District Office: City Council District 2  

1. Motivation
Why did you choose to run for this office? In 2016, I answered the call for regular, ethical, 
honest and principled people to step up and be part of the change they want to see 
made. I beat a 12 year incumbent; at the time, I was told that was impossible. The last 
3.5 years have been amazing, challenging, educational, honorable and humbling 
experience. I have remained authentic, honest, open to listen to the community-
marginalized-businesses and have demonstrated my expertise, effective and influential 
legislation, built regional collaboration, shared wisdom and ideas that have benefited 
not only District 2 but the city, region, country and world at large. 4 years isn't long 
enough to complete the work started since in office. Therefore, running for reelection is 
mandatory for District 2, the people of Berkeley and beyond. Here are some quotes 
describing my leadership:  "Cheryl is a hero. She is passionate about environmental and social 
justice, and a true leader.” Susan Silber, Director, NorCal Resilience Network; James Reagan 
“Cheryl Davila was the”only” Councilmember to volunteer her time at the shelter, donating an 
evening meal presented by her and her staff. . . For Consider the Homeless, we could depend on 
her concerns including involvement with our many memorials for the homeless who passed away 
on our city streets.
She is exactly in the right place at the right time and deserves to be reelected.” Shelia Jordan, 
Retired Superintendent of Alameda County Schools Emerita, “Cheryl Davilla is a leader and a 
voice for justice and equity. She is an active council-member who is out in the district. She listens 
and represents the needs of the children and families with thoughtfulness and dedication. I am 
proud to be a supporter of her re-election.” “Cheryl Davila is the leader who goes above and 
beyond to establish the culture of empathy for fellow human, non-human animals and our 
environment because our well-being is interdependent,” Paul Kealoha-Blake, Berkeley Resident, 
Former Chair, Mental Health Commission. “Cheryl’s values and spirit shine forth in everything she 
does. As someone from the interfaith religious community, I think of her as truly embodying and 
living out the values we are called to. Cheryl doesn’t just talk the talk, she is walking the walk.” 
Sally Hindman, Youth Spirit Artworks, Executive Director. 

 These humbling words motivate, provide strength, courage, confidence in my 
leadership and validates running for re-election to represent the most diverse district in 

mailto:cdavila@cheryldavila.vote
http://www.cheryldavila.vote/
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our city with the best food, groceries, businesses and restaurants. I plan to continue the 
regional work, transform our budgets and ensure this City is effective and efficient, with 
our citizenry prepared, united and in solidarity for what comes next. 

2. Priorities
What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? Lack of affordable housing, 
loss of businesses and displacement and gentrification of our POC community, 
homelessness, 

 
The City? What are some specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to 
accomplish while in office? Declare Racism as a Public Health Crisis, a Threat and Safety 
issue in the City of Berkeley; submitted as a council items June 2020 and Introduce an 
Ordinance terminating the sale of gasoline, diesel and natural gas passenger vehicles 
throughout the City of Berkeley by 2025 submitted in November 2019; these two items 
are in policy committees currently and hope to implement the recommendations in the 
prior to first term ending and completing implementation in my second term. In the 
immediate future, I plan on putting forth an item to address Zoom meetings protocols, 
council budgets reconfiguration recommendations, and always open to and  welcome 
the ideas and input from the community on their legislation ideas. 

3. Qualifications
Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City Council 
member.A career in accounting both for profit corporations and nonprofit organizations, 
has created a path of integrity, honesty, truthfulness, authenticity and ethical 
characteristics of which I possess that has influenced and been an effective change to 
the outcomes of the Berkeley City Council under my leadership. (logic weak, the way it’s 
written … a career in accounting doesn’t necessarily leads to a path of integrity …  maybe you 
can say something like ‘’my  work for corporations and non … showed me the alternative 
paths I  could choose to manage finances … I have choosen the path of integrity …”

I have a Business Economics degree with a minor in dance, receiving an academic 
award, Omicron Delta Epsilon, an international honor society in economics from Mills 
College. 

Prior to being on council, I worked in all phases and positions of accounting, learning 
on the job, utilizing temporary employment to advance my knowledge and career until I 
was able to continue my education for free as I said I would in the 70’s, praises. 

My accounting and business economics background, as well as my analytical skills 
provides numerous opportunities to raise important unique, unasked questions, then 
discussed, leading to distinct positive changes to the outcomes, decisions and 
results.  

4. Budget
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The economic downturn triggered by Covid-19 has decreased revenues to Berkeley creating a 
$40M shortfall. Current plans by Mayor Arreguin call for a 15% across the board cut in all 
departments except police which will receive a 13% reduction. Do you agree with the 
proposed budget priorities and if not, which priorities would get increased and decreased 
support? I proposed that the upper management/ department heads, city manager, 
deputy city managers, city attorney take a % deduction in pay or all who make over 
$200 -$250K and above, many of which are in the police department but...that fell on 
deaf ears. Also proposed changing from a cash basis accounting to an accrual 
accounting, the mayor seemed to be 
interested as well. I will continue this change to create more transparency within our 
city budgets. 

  
The budget projections by the City Manager assume a steep downturn in revenue for FY2021, 
followed by relatively flat revenues for the following 3 years.  Should the economic downturn 
continue, with an additional 10% loss of revenue, how would you prioritize the cuts? Honestly, 
not convinced since in office that the City is working in efficient ways, that are cost 
effective. We see the BPD overtime is exceeded by 6+ million dollars, the 911 and 311 
employees are working 16 hour days (not sustainable or cost effective), the City pays 
for Albany’s Mental Health services with no contribution for our affluent neighboring 
community, we are not charging Piedmont another affluent community the actual cost 
for Animal Control Services, the City operates on a cash basis which I think an accrual 
basis should be explored that would make the budgets more transparent and reflective 
of reality. If some form of cuts to the budget are necessary, in our future, the top wage 
earners in excess of $250K should take a 10% cut before any layoffs or furloughs 
happen, or cuts to services. Recently, I proposed this as part of a cost savings measure 
but was not supported by other councilmembers, unfortunately. 

Last year the BPD received a 9% increase, the City should request that BPD return 
some portion of that increase to provide a cost saving to the City. No other department 
received a 9% increase, including the fire department. 

5. Police
Define what the movement to “defund the police” means to you. 
Do you favor defunding the police and if so how do you envision it would be implemented? 
Yes I support, Divert/ defund/ reallocate/ BPD’s 44.5% of the General Fund’s budget, is 
excessive. Last year the BPD received a 9% increase, the City should request that BPD 
return some portion of that increase to provide a cost saving to the City. No other 
department received a 9% increase, including the fire department. 

Mental Health incidents makeup 40% of BPD's 911 calls per the BPD’s Chief’s 
comments in council recently. Those calls could be better handled by a Mobile Crisis 
Team without PD or an organization like Cahoots, or fund the organizations that are 
struggling to do the work, aren’t afraid to do the work, know how to handle situations 
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and know when others agencies are needed to intervene, and have relationships with 
the community already in place. This could be implemented quickly with coordination. 

What policies would you favor to demilitarize the BPD? Eliminate participation in the 1033 
Program which provides police departments with the military surplus. Increase the 
cultural competency,  de-escalation training, require psychology, sociology and 
psychiatry courses and continued personal development and counseling for all BPD. 
Consider creating a community agreement between the officer and the community to 
uphold the general agreed terms derived by and for the community.  Require BPD to 
fulfill truly community engagement events without uniforms or weaponry to enjoy their 
time together without any intimidating attire to enable free dialogue without creating 
intimidation constraints. 

Do you think current Berkeley policies regarding surveillance are adequate, and if not, what 
additional policies and technology bans will you attempt to implement?
If Urban Shield is resurrected (with a new name), would you vote in favor of BPD 
participation? NO, the Stop Urban Shield coalition and cities should unite to design the 
training that we need to have. 

On which of the following do you favor a ban on police use: tear gas, pepper spray, rubber 
bullets, beanbag guns, smoke grenades, police dogs, tasers, choke holds?  
All; nevertheless, police dogs are used for many other events, therefore, may be 
needed. NOTE: Tear Gas is banned in the COB, that was my friendly amendment to ban 
tear gas outright, not just during the COVID19 pandemic in the City of Berkeley. Done! 

When the Police Chief Greenwood was asked at a City Council meeting what he would do if 
the Council banned tear gas, he responded "Firearms. We can shoot people." Do you think 
such a comment warrants the hiring a new Police Chief? Yes!
Do you favor the Berkeley City Council signing of MOUs (memorandums of understanding) 
with NCRIC (Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with ICE (Immigration and 
Customs) and with UASI (Urban Area Security Initiative)?  
NO!

6. Land Use
What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today? The Adeline 
corridor, Ashby Bart and North Berkeley Bart development. We must ensure the 
maximum affordable housing, ideally 100% affordable for all income levels with more of 
the lowest income units to truly make an impact. 

The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee 
on land use policy? What is your position on the building of housing on The People’s Park? 
Do NOT support building on People’s Park. It’s called People’s Park for a reason, has 
so much history, is the only green space, UC has  plenty of space on the campus that 
could be utilized instead. 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/billion-dollar-transfer-of-military-equipment-to-police-departments/
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7. Safety and Infrastructure 
Do you think the Berkeley response to Covid-19 has been adequate? TBD, to be 
determined. Although, admittedly, the City has moved at the quickest pace I’ve seen to 
implement testing, provide information to the community, started the emergency 
operations center in January, finally expanded the shower program. However, the 
unhoused community is still out on the streets during a pandemic, the trash is building, 
the numbers are increasing,  
Do you favor opening up the city to greater economic/social activity? The COVID 19 cases in 
the City of Berkeley (COB) are increasing, in the county and state. Many are NOT 
wearing masks and not always physically distancing, listening to the Public Health 
Officer’s recommendations and data will guide the answer to this question. Currently, 
there is a pause in moving forward to reopening. 
Do you favor maintaining social distancing, masking and bar/restaurant closures (except for 
takeout)? The COVID 19 cases in the COB are increasing, as well as increasing in the 
county and state, therefore, YES, Support, until the curve begins to flatten. 

What is your position on 5G infrastructure? Oppose.

8. Affordable housing 
What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing? The COB 
has built an abundance of market rate housing, homelessness, displacement and 
gentrification is the result. AFFORDABLE housing is required, now and for sometime to 
eliminate the problems that market rate housing has caused. 
Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley?  Hinder 
affordability, increases gentrification and displacement.  
What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished 
affordable housing in Berkeley? Increase creative ways for property owners to be open to 
selling their properties to land trusts to convert into affordable housing, for all income 
levels, or refurbish their properties to enable them to rent to section 8 and shelter care 
plus subsidized tenants and pass the required inspections.  

Are there any particular demographics or neighborhoods that you would target for this 
housing?  The entire city should be utilized not specific districts or demographics. 
Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification?  If so, how?  April 2019, I authored, 
Refer to the Planning Commission and Housing Advisory Commission to Research and 
Recommend Policies to Prevent Displacement and Gentrification of Berkeley Residents 
of Color and African Americans with Councilmember Bartlett as cosponsor. The 
recommendation: Refer to the Planning Commission and Housing Advisory Commission to 
research and recommend policies to prevent displacement and gentrification of Berkeley 
residents of color. Recommended policies should include real solutions. The Commission 
should do the following: - Develop a policy to address the erosion of People of Color (POC), 
including the African American sector of our Berkeley society. - Develop rules and regulations 
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to halt the loss of People of Color including the African American communities. - Develop a 
“right to return” for Berkeley’s People of Color including the African American communities 
who have been displaced by these economic and social developments, especially those who 
continue to be employed in our City, even after having to relocate beyond our boundaries. - 
Solicit expert and lived experience testimonies regarding displacement and gentrification. - 
Recommend alternatives to prevent displacement and gentrification of our valued Berkeley 
citizens of color and African Americans.

9. Rent Control
How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction protections? 
VERY IMPORTANT, as a renter I know what it means and  appreciate our rent controlled 
apartment that allows me to remain a resident of the City of Berkeley. I understand 
eviction protections as a long time tenant in the same unit for 39 years, know the 
protections have save our tenancy on occasion when the building was sold and the 
landlord attempted to evict us. Thankful for the tenant protections that allowed us to 
remain in our unit providing shelter and stability for our children and family. 
How important is keeping an elected rent board? Support, as a renter, I have seen what 
landlords are willing to do, we need to have an elected rent board to ensure they are 
truly representing the tenants and landlords without influence.
Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board (RSB)? If so, which 
one(s) and why?I support the following RSB candidates: Mari Mendoca, Dominique 
Walker and Xavier Johnson, provide diversity on the RSB, literally and otherwise. 
Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins? Support, long overdue.

10. Homelessness
What do you think can and should be done about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley? We 
should find housing, provide support for that community holistically to enable stability 
and success; we should stop criminalization of our curbside communities, provide 
services, training and healing to ensure the desired outcomes. 
What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments? Oppose
What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers? Oppose  
Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds?  Oppose, not convinced, 
since our office has received numerous complaints and metrics are not transparent or 
verifiable. Concept is good, however, location is toxic, there is not a holistic approach, 
and men and women share the same spaces. 
Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities?  Yes, our office 
holds “Caring for our CommUNITY” events, made up of our RV dwellers, encampment 
residents, housed and unhoused community members to discuss ways we can 
collaborate, live in harmony and provide a meal and water at these events. 

What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless?  Support substance 
abuse services, needle exchange, job training, shower programs, mental health 
services and housing maintenance and stability training. 
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What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of 
regional, state or federal funding? Build truly affordable housing for the marginalized 
community, for the displaced forced out by gentrification and predatory practices, for 
teachers who can’t afford to live in the city they work in which is also true for city 
employees.

Explore changing market rate housing into more BMR’s and affordable units. There are 
plenty of market rate units now empty or have been empty or illegal airbnb units that 
could be converted to monthly rentals for varied income level affordable rates.  

11. Race 
Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform? Support 
Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems with 
racism and white supremacy in our society?  Support, recently submitted an item to 
“Declare Racism as a  Public Health Crisis, a Threat and Safety Issue in the City of 
Berkeley.  

12. Health 
Do you support single-payer healthcare in California? Support 
Do you oppose Sutter Health’s plans to close Alta Bates? Oppose, Alta Bate MUST remain 
open. 
If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open? Support, coming 
together to find ways...TBD...working more closely with the communities that will be 
affected. MORE education, not everyone truly knows that this could become a reality of 
losing the only hospital with an emergency room.  
What policies would you support to re-localize our food system? Support, creating more 
community and back yard gardens, promote more sharing and distribution of crops 
grown. 
Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law? Support, eliminate GMO’s 
from our food supply.  

13. Climate Change
What specifically will you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change? Support 
partnering with the other local municipalities and world wide that have passed Climate 
Emergency Declarations to collaborate and pass legislation simultaneously that will 
fight climate change to make a global and local impact. 
To make Berkeley a zero carbon city? Electrification, Electrify buildings, business, 
restaurants, provide biochar back up and other solar alternatives with incentives. 
Weatherize homes, provide incentives for backup alternatives especially with the 
pending rolling blackouts. 

14. National Policy Statements
Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues?
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Support, national and international issues affect EVERYONE..YES, we should take them 
up and NOT be afraid, show COURAGE to the rest of the world. 
 
15. Berkeley Ballot Measures
What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures? JJ Support
 Measure 1 - Police Accountability Charter Amendment (majority vote) Support (although 
watered down, honestly, did not want to add my name but…wish I had not supported 
such a proposal that did not include the requests that many have desired since I 
hesitantly voted to support in the council meeting to remained consistent will support).
        Measure 2 - GANN Limit Spending Authority (majority vote) Support
        Measure 3 - Fire, Emergency Services and Wildfire Prevention Tax (2/3 vote) Support
        Measure 4 - Tax on Transportation Network Company Trips (majority vote) Support
        Measure 5 - Charter Amendment: Mayor and Council Compensation (majority vote) 
Support
        Measure 6 - Charter Amendment: Administrative Provisions and City Attorney (majority 
vote) Support
        Measure 7 - Utility Users Tax (majority vote) Support
        Measure 8 - Rent Stabilization Ordinance (majority vote) Support

16. State Propositions 
What are your positions on State Propositions? 
Prop 14 Bonds - $5.5 billion in bonds for state stem cell research Support
Prop 15 Taxes - commercial/industrial properties taxed at market value Support
Prop 16 Affirmative Action - repeals Prop 209 (1996) Support
Prop 17 Suffrage - restores vote to convicted felons on parole Support
Prop 18 Suffrage - Allows 17-year-olds to vote in primaries and special elections Support
Prop 19 Taxes - Changes tax assessment transfers and inheritance rules Support
Prop 20 Law Enforcement - changes policies related to sentencing, prison release, DNA  
Support
Prop 21 Housing - Expands local governments' power to use rent control Support
Prop 22 Business - defines labor policies of app-based drivers and app-based companies 
Support
Prop 23 Healthcare - Requires physician on-site at dialysis clinics and state consent to close 
Support
Prop 24 Business - Expands the provisions of the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA)  
Support
Prop 25 Trials - Replaces cash bail with risk assessments for suspects awaiting trial Support

17. Endorsements 
a. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15? Jovanka Beckles 
b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff 
voting? Who has endorsed you? 
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I’m honored to be supported by: SEIU 1021; Berkeley Tenants Union (BTU); Keith Carson, 

Supervisor, County of Alameda; Mariko Yamada, Former State Assembly Member; Jane Kim, 

Former Supervisor, City of San Francisco; Danny Glover, Actor, Film Director & Political 

Activist; Corrina Gould, Spokesperson for the Confederated Villages of Lisjan/ Ohlone; Geoff 

Ellsworth;  Mayor, City of St. Helena; Rochelle Pardue Okimoto, Councilmember, City of El 

Cerrito;  Eduardo Martinez, Councilmember, City of Richmond; Melvin Willis, 

Councilmember, City of Richmond; Ben Bartlett, Councilmember, City of Berkeley City District 

3;  Kate Harrison, Councilmember, City of Berkeley City District 4; Gus Newport, Former 

Mayor, City of Berkeley;  Carol Kennerly, Former Vice Mayor, City of Berkeley;  Maxwell G. 

Anderson Jr., Former Councilmember, City of Berkeley District 3; Ying Ling, Former 

Councilmember, City of Berkeley; Jovanka Beckles, Former Councilmember, City of 

Richmond / Former State Assembly Candidate; Ruscal Cayangyang, Former School Board 

Member, Vallejo Unified School District, and many more (including this writer); Mansour Id-

Deen, President of Berkeley NAACP*; Ira Armstrong: Berkeley Resident  Pennie Opal Plant, 

Co-founder Idle No More and Gathering Tribes;  Fania Davis, JD, PhD, Former Founding 

Director Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth (RJOY)*;  Please go to 

www.cheryldavila.vote for the full list of endorsements.

  18. Campaign Financing 
Will you obtain public financing for your campaign? YES

19. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? Recently, I 
had the pleasure of participating in a GP event with Mayoral Candidate Aidan Hill, at Green 
Sunday (7/12): Political Courage and Racial Justice, please see the video at 
the  link below. 
https://acgreens.wordpress.com/2020/07/07/green-sunday-7-12-political-courage-and-racial-
justice/

October 2019 I received the United Nations Associations (UNA) East Bay’s Global Citizen 
Award for our climate work. 

 
Recently, I was a panelist at this international event below.  

http://www.cheryldavila.vote/
https://acgreens.wordpress.com/2020/07/07/green-sunday-7-12-political-courage-and-racial-justice/
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COVID, CLIMATE & COMMUNITY MAKING CONNECTIONS TO ACHIEVE JUSTICE FOR 
ALL https://www.r2haction.org/web-ins

2016 Green Party endorsement as the second candidate choice. 
20. Have you signed the following pledge?  YES and received the GP endorsement in 2016, 
thank you. I would be honored and humbled to receive your endorsement again. Thank 
you for the opportunity to seek your endorsement. Thank you for all you do for our 
commUNITY.  

    A. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire  
    YES, done.

https://www.r2haction.org/web-ins
https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire

