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No website “is active since we canceled the election given no one ran against us. “ 

 1. Why did you choose to run for this office? If you are a new candidate, what strength/skills 
would you bring to the Council? 

Four years ago, I thought I was ready to step onto the council and put in the work that was 
needed to be done. Thankfully, the city was in a strong position and I had brilliant leadership 
from Mayor Martinez while I learned how much I did not know. Now, the city needs 
experienced leaders to help us navigate the economic realities of today. I will make sure we 
build on the work we have done to get the city ready for uncertainties.  

 2. As an incumbent, what strengths/skills have you brought to the council? How have these 
skills affected council decisions and life in Emeryville? 

My connection to families, kids, and education complements my colleagues’ perspectives. I 
have worked to maintain our child care center and other community services.  

  

3. What major Emeryville development during your term as an incumbent are you most proud 
of? Have there been developments you are disappointed with? 

Developments start long before council terms start and some times do not finish until the 
council has turned over. I take pride in the expanded park at Public Market and affordable 
housing on San Pablo.  

 4. What are three major issues in Emeryville that need to be addressed now? What creative 
ideas do you have to address these issues? Are these issues being affected by the pandemic? 
How? 

5.How much will the budget shortfall be as a result of the pandemic? What will your funding 
priorities be? 



We have had several estimates, ranging from bad to catastrophic. We run on hotel, sales, and 
poker taxes. Hotels are down over 75%, the card club is closed, but sales taxes are better than 
expected. My budget priority will be avoiding service cuts and laying off employees.  

6. How has the pandemic affected small businesses' survival in Emeryville? How do you see the 
council as contributing to small businesses surviving and coming to Emeryville? 

Emeryville has had a strong presence of small businesses but they have all been impacted by 
the pandemic. We have placed an eviction moratorium and offered some small grants. We have 
a responsive Economic Development Team and are able to reach out to every business 
individually.  

7. What do you think of Plan Bay Area 2050? How will it affect Emeryville? 

Given all that is going on, I will wait to speculate until it is closer to the vote.  

8. Do you believe that more families should be living in Emeryville as opposed to more singles? 
If so, how should this be addressed? 

When a large tower was proposed in town, my colleagues began the process to change our 
building code to allow for a higher percentage of studio apartments. Before I was on the 
council, I spoke in favor of the requirement for more family-friendly units. I will work to prevent 
the [roposed change to our rules and continue developers to build multi-bedroom units.  

9. If you are an incumbent, have there been changes during your term that you see as having 
attracted families, or that will attract families? 

We have opened some new parks and expanded our recreation department. We need to 
improve our schools and increase our supply of family-friendly housing.  

10. Please state your opinion of the Onni project. Will you support it? If so, given what 
conditions or modifications? Do you favor overturning Emeryville’s Family Housing Unit Mix 
regulations to accommodate large developments such as the Onni project? 

My prior answers covered most of this. I have no opinion on projects before they come to the 
council.  

11. Does transparency in city decisions need improvement? Do you believe it has improved 
during the past four years? How? 

We are a transparent council, we are all very approachable and telegraph our plans. I can not 
compare what we do to what happened before. I can say we all hold ourselves to a high 
standard.  



12. Would you like to see Emeryville become a Charter City, not only for taxation? If so, what 
advantages would you hope for? 

This already happened. We are a charter city.  

13. Emeryville’s Measure F sales tax initiative allows funding for police, fire department and the 
Emeryville Child Development Center. How do you support using these funds? Please be 
specific.    

Last year, before we put this measure on the ballot, I worked hard to ensure the language in 
the measure did not lock the city into specific positions. I asked my colleagues that we use the 
funds for a social worker as opposed to another police officer. Given the current mood of the 
community, I think convincing the other council members will be easier than it was in 2019. 
That said, we need to wait and see how much revenue this tax generates before we spend the 
funds.  

14. If you are an incumbent, have you changed your stated priorities since Measure F passed? If 
so, please state how, and whether this is in response to needs of Emeryville having changed or 
a response to the national climate. What would you hope for from the recently requested Study 
Session of policing in Emeryville? 

My priorities have stayed the same, fund the child development center, code enforcement, and 
public safety. For the last one, I want to fund social workers to deal with “quality of life issues.” 
While I am happy the country has caught up with that concept, I am saddened what it has taken 
to get us to this moment. As for the study session, it was an attempt to address the current 
climate and was not what I hoped for it to be. There is more we need to do and I have the list of 
action items that we will be addressing. 

15. Are you satisfied with how the Department of Toxic Substance Control is handling the clean-
up of the toxins in the soil at the Sherwin-Williams site? 

 No. (Sorry to be brief here but I am limited in what I can say) 

16. Who has endorsed you so far (groups and individuals of note)? Who are you endorsing in 
local races? 

Labor Council, Fire Local 55, fellow council members, etc. I am endorsing local progressives 
including Elana Condes, Vinne Bacon, Stephanie Dominguez Walton 

17. How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money do you plan to 
raise? Where will the money come from? 

I do not plan to raise any money. I have about $5,000 on hand from unions, friends, and local 
business people.  



18. Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about yourself? Are there other issues you would 
like to address not included as questions here? 

 


