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Oakland City Council Questionnaire

Name:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!DAN!KALB

Address!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!5109 Manila Ave., Oakland, 94618

Phone:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!510-846-6018

Email:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!dankalbforcitycouncil@gmail.com

Website:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!http://www.dankalb.net

Current occupation:!!!!!!!!!Oakland City Councilmember

 

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted positions.!
Answers need not be exhaustive; the goal is to let you make yourself clear on the issues facing the city.!
For the yes/no questions, please answer "yes" or "no" and if you wish to add to your answer, feel free to 
do so. 

 

1.!!!!!Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an incumbent, 
what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her?

I care very deeply about changing policies and budget allocations to help those in need. I ran to use my 
skills to make a difference in key policy areas as well as with infrastructure projects/improvements to 
enhance safety for pedestrians/cyclists. I ran to increase affordable housing, protect our environment, 
promote comprehensive public safety and protect our tenants from displacement. 

 

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new ideas on 
the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas you intend to pursue if 
elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the City? 

·!!!!Housing Affordability and Homelessness

·!!!!Police Reform, Public Safety, and Violence Prevention

·!!!!Climate Justice, Environmental Sustainability, and Green Jobs

·!!!!Government Transparency and Reform

·!!!!Pedestrian Safety and Related Infrastructure 
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3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 
City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can you point to in your time as an 
elected official that have had a positive impact? 

Before I was elected to public office, I had over 20 years of policy-making experience and working 
experience with large institutional budgets. Since I took office in 2013, I’ve been a leader on 
strengthening tenant protections, raising funds for affordable housing, creating our civilian police 
commission, environmental and clean energy issues, support for our libraries and much more. 

 

4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, Make 
Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club, 
GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any 
other? Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your support. 

I am a member of: 

·!!!!!!!Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club, an active progressive political club

·!!!!!!!East Bay Housing Organizations (EBHO), leading organization promoting affordable housing in 
Oakland

·!!!!!!!Sierra Club, long-standing environmental organization with active East Bay group. 

There are many awesome community-based and issues-based NGOs in Oakland. We should be proud that 
Oakland has such a rich history.  

 

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based community 
activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from volunteering in your school to being 
in your church baseball league. 

·!!!!!!!On-going volunteer with Rebuilding Together Oakland/East Bay

·!!!!!!!I read children’s books to elementary school classes during the year. Been doing this via video during 
the pandemic. 

·!!!!!!!Many years ago, I was a leader with the Isaiah Project that brought together African American and 
Jewish young adults to advocate for social justice and engage in the cross-sharing of cultural information 
and practices.  
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6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently from the 
council members dealing with the budget in 2020?!!How much additional revenue should the City aim to 
take in, and how would you generate it? 

Oakland has a two-year Budget cycle. Next year (2021), we will be looking at our entire 2-year budget. 
We need to be open to thoroughly evaluating and re-directing some of our public safety to broader 
violence prevention strategies and to an expanded civilian alternate first responder authority. 

I have consistently supported increased revenue over cuts in vital services. Two years ago, I authored the 
ballot measure to increase the real estate transfer tax on properties that are sold for $2M and up. This year, 
I co-authored Councilmember Bas’ proposal to create a progressive gross receipts business tax. This idea 
will go through a blue-ribbon commission to come up with a revised proposal for the 2022 ballot. 

 

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how would they be 
implemented and paid for?

I’ve been a consistent supporter of our libraries, which serve tens of thousands of youth in our city. I want 
to enhance our partnerships with OUSD including the one I set up to reduce chronic absenteeism in public 
schools. I also want to increase our commitment to restorative justice and peer mediation for our youth. 

8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do you suggest 
any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a restorative justice 
program?

The relationship that OPD officers and command staff have with Oakland residents varies dramatically 
across the city and even within given neighborhoods. An improved combination of community-oriented 
policing, better adherence to refraining from racial profiling, improved 911 response times, limits on 
unnecessary use of force, 360 review of our police academy recruitment process, and more would help. 

I absolutely am a supporter of restorative justice programs in our schools and in the community. 

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? 

YES! I am proud to have been the lead author of the Charter ballot measure in 2016 to create our Police 
Commission, and I am the co-lead author (w/CM Kaplan) of this year’s measure. 

 

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain problems in a 
civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, etc.)
This is one form of defunding the police.!Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have another option that 
you support? 

Yes, I want to make sure we get it right. I support ramping up a robust civilian first responder authority 
and a parallel ramping down and re-focusing of OPD funding so they can emphasize responses to and 
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deterrence of serious and violent crimes. 

 

11. Coal In Oakland –!The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland (<http://
www.nocoalinoakland.info>www.nocoalinoakland.info):

    Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you think the 
conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved?   

            I’ve been a leader in the effort to stop the Coal export terminal from being constructed. Oakland 
should not succumb to any pressure to allow an export terminal for coal to be built. If a new expert study 
is necessary to satisfy the federal court, then we should contract for such a study. We cannot compromise 
on the health and safety of our residents and workers and our entire planet. 

 

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this ID system so 
that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash a check? 

I support Oakland having such an option for residents who cannot receive a California ID for any reason. 
Happy to talk with City Administration to see what we can do to fix any shortcomings here. 

 

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling role in 
shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about holding the developers 
accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations? 

I have never been afraid to push developers into negotiating developer concessions and community 
benefits as a condition of getting a project approved. While I don’t believe we should routinely change 
zoning on a project-by-project basis, I am open to carefully planned zoning changes and density bonuses 
to help meet our housing needs. I like the idea of allowing 4-plexes in neighborhoods that now only allow 
single-family homes and duplexes. 

I want to give entitlements approvals for affordable housing projects priority when it comes to city staff 
attention.

I also support having a strong inclusionary housing requirement for housing developments. 

 

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in the news. 
What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected and that Oakland remains an 
economically and racially diverse city? 

I am proud of my record in authoring multiple pieces of local legislation to strengthen protections for 
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tenants. We just passed a new set of laws to improve our Tenant Protection Ordinance and other local laws 
on behalf of renters. I also authored the law to put restrictions on condo conversions in order to prevent 
evictions. 

I will continue to support policies laws—and enforcement of such laws—to keep people in their homes so 
people who work her can live here. 

I support Prop 21. I would also like to see the state Ellis Act completely repealed.

 

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction control 
and other local tenants’ rights regulations? 

Our Tenant Protection Ordinance (TPO), which I authored in 2014 with the leadership engagement of 
Causa Justa::Just Cause, no longer exempts newer buildings. Just Cause exempts buildings built after 
1995. And our rent control law, subject to Costa-Hawkins, exempts rent control on buildings built after 
1983. I fully support Prop 21 to reform Costa-Hawkins and allow local jurisdictions more tools to help 
protect renters. If Prop. 21 passes, we would be able to limit the new construction exemption to 15 years. 

 

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about the 
environment?

We should make a determined effort–including the allocation of funds--to implement our new Equitable 
Climate Action Plan (ECAP). 

I was successful in getting some allocation of Measure Q funds for storm water improvements which will 
focus on reduced litter in our waterways. 

More tree planting in flats neighborhoods; passage of my ban on gas-powered leaf blowers and string-
trimmers; ban on fossil gas in new construction. 

We must be diligent in focusing on historically impacted neighborhoods. The ECAP emphasizes that, 
which is why it should be a priority.!!We should consider giving the City some shared authority over 
certain Port operations when it comes to emissions.  

 

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of Oakland?

I am already on record as supporting a public bank in the East Bay that includes Oakland, Alameda 
County, and other East Bay jurisdictions.
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18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, how? 

That would be great. I believe that it would require a new state law to give local jurisdictions such 
authority. However, I’m open to zoning requirements that prevent any new ones from opening in Oakland.  

 

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city government? 
How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

There are many residents who are somewhat dissatisfied with local city government for one reason or 
another. Usually, that dissatisfaction is targeted toward two or three functions of city government, not the 
entire city operations. I also know many residents who appreciate the work that the city engaged in. 

 

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the citizens of 
Oakland?

I have Community Office Hours one Saturday per month, plus drop-in office hours at the Temescal 
Farmers Market one Sunday per month. I also do occasional town halls and attend many community 
meetings. 

My staff and I strive to address specific neighborhood concerns while keeping appropriate focus on 
impactful policies and our city budget. My staff are tasked with responding to email inquiries and 
discussing them with me on a case-by-case basis.  

 

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? Who do you see 
as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

It’s very helpful to have good, respectful working relationships with my colleagues on the Council. I 
strive to get along if possible while still being true to my values and policy positions. 

I can work with all CMs. Hard to know what the working majority will look like until after we see the 
results of this year’s local election.  

 

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? Who are you 
endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? Include your #2 and 3 choices (if 
applicable) for your own race and note that this year the City races are Council seats, School Board seats 
and City Attorney.

Endorsements to date: More will be added as they come in.!<https://www.dankalb.net/
endorsements>https://www.dankalb.net/endorsements
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I have not yet made any endorsements in local school board races.!!I did endorsed Barbara Parker for re-
election. 

 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money do 
you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial contributions for your 
campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

I plan to raise the $153,000 spending limit. We have raised about $110,000 so far. 

I am not taking fossil fuel company contributions and I will not be accepting any funds from any law 
enforcement union. I will also not take funds from associations representing landlord interests.  

  

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between the Council 
and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City Attorney? Are there any 
changes you would propose to the city charter?

We do not really have a strong mayor form of government in Oakland.

I get along with the mayor (and the previous mayor), as well as with the City Attorney and City Auditor. I 
don’t have to agree with our mayor to be able to work with her on certain things. I believe it is important 
to work with my colleagues in other elective offices. Our residents do not want sniping. They want us to 
get along and when necessary disagree with respect.  

Open to considering Charter changes regarding the tie-breaking provision.  

 

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? Do you 
support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and getting money out of 
politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend (<https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend>https://
movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?

I am a long-time supporter of Public Financing of elections. I would love to see our local elections 
financed mostly with public financing dollars. Clean Money elections are vital. If possible, we also have 
to get a handle on independent expenditures. 

I absolutely support ending corporate citizenship. That never made sense to me.!!I have in the affirmative 
taken the Pledge to Amend. 

 

    26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?
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                        I work hard and have a strong reputation as an effective local policymaker. 

                        Best Good Government Politician by the!EB Expressin 2014

Received the Outstanding Legislator of the Year award from California Public Library Advocates (2015)

Named Affordable Housing Champion by East Bay Housing Organizations (2020)

 

    27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want to add 
one:

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage?!YES

I!supported the 2014 local ballot measure and have always supported increasing the minimum wage. 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights?  

There are some provisions that are reasonable and logical, but many other provisions may create an 
imbalance that disproportionately favors the police officer. It needs reforming to say the least. 

 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis?

I’m certainly open to this on a case-by-case basis. This is also a budget question. 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?!!!!!!!!!!!!YES!

 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation?!!!!!!!!YES

 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?!!!!!!!!!YES

I am the current Chair of East Bay Community Energy, and I guided Oakland’s inclusion into the EBCE.

 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems?!!!!YES!
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h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy?!YES

 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department?

            YES – The Police Commission is working on this and I support their efforts. I authored a 
Resolution to urge the Commission to ban carotid restrains and chokeholds in Oakland. 


