
Dear Candidate, 
 
The Green Party of Alameda County will again be making endorsements and publishing them in our 
upcoming Voter Guide. 15,000 copies are normally printed and distributed in the community, with 
paper and electronic copies being sent to all Green Party members. 
 
To assist us with our endorsement process, we would appreciate it if you would fill out the 
questionnaire below and return it as soon as possible, and definitely no later than August 23. 
 
Also, PLEASE REPLY BACK to this e-mail **NOW**, so we know you have received this message. 
 
Once we have received them, we will also post candidates' completed questionnaires to our website.. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Greg Jan, on behalf of the: 
Green Party of Alameda County 
 
 

Oakland City Attorney Questionnaire 
 

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 
Please email your responses to:  greenvoterguide@lists.riseup.net   In the subject line, please 
include the name of the office you are running for.  Finally, please send your responses as text in the 
body of your email, as our list does not handle attachments very well. 
 
 
Name: Elias J. Ferran 
 
Phone: 510-798-4107 
 
E-mail: Eliforoakland@gmail.com  
 
Website: www.eliforoakland.com  
 
 
1. Motivation -- Why are you running for City Attorney? 
 
After Hurricane Katrina, I came to the Bay Area destitute with nothing but the shirt on my back. In my 
greatest time of need, the people of this great city fought for me. I am running to fight for them.  
 
Oakland gave me a second chance. I want this City to live up to its promise and give everyone a 
second chance, regardless who they are, where they’re from or who they love. Today, I am a proud 
father to three young girls. Like every parent, I want them to grow up and thrive without fear of 
persecution or injustice.  
 
As City Attorney, I will be a proactive, progressive lawyer on behalf of the people. I will fight to 
dismantle racial inequities across our government and policies.  

mailto:Eliforoakland@gmail.com
http://www.eliforoakland.com/


  
2. Programs and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to implement new ideas 
and lead in new directions. What new ideas do you have, and where do you want to see 
Oakland and the City Attorney's office go? What will be your top priorities as City Attorney? 
 
Protect our most vulnerable residents against all forms of injustice. Working class people of 
color have had to bear the brunt of racial and economic injustice way before this pandemic: from wage 
theft to unlawful termination, from predatory lending practices to industrial pollution. If we are intent on 
giving everyone a shot at upward mobility, we have to look beyond re-imagining community 
service-driven policing and root out structural racism in our government, our healthcare system, 
housing, our public schools, etc.  
 
Combat unlawful evictions and tenant discrimination. Black tenants, especially Black single 
mothers, are disproportionately harmed by unlawful evictions and Section 8 voucher discrimination. 
The last thing we need during a pandemic with no end in sight is Oaklanders being illegally kicked out 
of their homes.  
 
Providing strong oversight and accountability around police officer misconduct. If we want to 
show we value Black lives, our priorities have to reflect that. As a Black man raising three young girls, I 
want to build a future where their skin color is not an impediment to their ability to succeed. I want to 
raise them in a world where I need not worry about their safety while jogging around the park in broad 
daylight, birdwatching or even just entering their own home. For too long, structural racism in our law 
enforcement has gone unchecked. As City Attorney, I will make sure that we have both the capacity 
and the resources to hold accountable police misconduct.  
 
3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the 
office of City Attorney. If you are the current City Attorney, what actions have you taken as City 
Attorney that have had a positive impact? 

I began my tenure in the City Attorney’s Office assigned to litigate quality of life cases throughout East 
Oakland. I was cross-Deputized with the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office to litigate cases on 
behalf of the City of Oakland and the People of the State of California. I negotiated over one-hundred 
cases involving animal abuse, vandalism, battery, and prostitution. I attended hundreds of 
Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council meetings throughout Oakland to get residents feedback 
regarding nuisance properties.  

Furthermore, I worked with the Oakland Police and the Fire Departments to provide training for their 
staff and officers around safety and code enforcement. I also worked with OPD’s Alcohol and 
Beverage Team (“ABAT”) and small businesses to ensure that they are compliant with alcohol and 
beverage laws as well as with elected officials, citywide agencies and other regional partners across 
a variety of issues. During my tenure as the ABAT attorney, I represented the City in hearings against 
liquor stores and bars that sold alcohol and tobacco to minors, sold drugs, and created nuisances in 
our communities.  

Further responsibilities and duties included: representing the City’s interest in Code Enforcement 



Appeal hearings; attending homeless encampment task force meetings; attending Commercially 
Sexually Exploited Children (“CSEC”) task force meetings, reviewing contracts for legality and form for 
clients; reviewing documents for Public Records Request, filing litigation cases, conducting 
meditations for civil litigation cases; deposing defendants for civil cases; advising on animals service 
issues; researching issues for clients; and litigating red light and drug nuisance abatement cases.  
 
4. Record Keeping -- What should Oakland do, if anything, about its record keeping practices?  
Please include financial records, police misconduct and discipline records, and responses to 
Public Records Act requests. 
 
The Public Records Act (“PRA”) states access to information concerning the conduct of the people’s 
business is a fundamental and necessary right of every person in this state.  Period. And we, as a 
City, are required to comply with it. We live in a democracy and every democracy needs to be 
transparent. In 2018, to further transparency, the “Right to Know Act” (SB1421) was passed requiring 
government entities to release certain records of police misconduct and serious uses of force pursuant 
to the PRA.  
 
While I am not a legislator, as the City’s chief legal advisor, I will make sure to give our elected 
officials, boards, and departments sound legal advice to ensure our decisions are consistent with the 
PRA. 
 
5. COVID-19 -- What is the role of the City Attorney in addressing Oakland's response to 
COVID-19 or future pandemics? What steps would you take, if any, to address COVID-19? How 
will COVID-19 affect the operation of the City Attorney's office? 
 
During this pandemic, there are bad actors eager to exploit the situation of struggling working families 
for their own personal and financial gain. As City Attorney, I will build on the power of my office to 
prosecute and investigate unlawful COVID termination, which far too often affects Black and brown 
employees who do not have the option of working from home and losing their job.  
 
I will also investigate and prosecute landlords who do not comply with our eviction moratoriam, along 
with bad actors selling fraudulent COVID treatments, which are often targeted towards the elderly.  
 
To do this, however, would require us to expand our capacity and resources to meet the challenges 
facing Oakland communities. As City Attorney, I will work with our HR department to do the following:  

● Build a diverse pipeline of young and talented attorneys into public service.  
● Promote our Neighborhood Law Corps (NLC) attorneys to permanent Deputy City Attorneys 

and designate them to deparments to streamline our work.  
 
6. Police Misconduct -- What is the role of the City Attorney's office in addressing police 
misconduct?  How would you evaluate the incumbent's performance in this area? What 
changes would you make? 
 
The City Attorney can investigate allegations of police misconduct. In the past, the City Attorney has 
represented the City in negotiations with police officers who sued the City for alleging unlawful 
termination, after they were accused of misconduct. Unfortunately, the City has a well documented 
lackluster record when it comes to police accountability as noted in the following article. 
https://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/why-oakland-cant-fire-bad-cops/Content?oid=4074076&sho
wFullText=true 

https://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/why-oakland-cant-fire-bad-cops/Content?oid=4074076&showFullText=true
https://www.eastbayexpress.com/oakland/why-oakland-cant-fire-bad-cops/Content?oid=4074076&showFullText=true


 
But we have to go further than investigating police misconduct. We need to get out of the Negotiated 
Settlement Agreement (NSA), which costs Oakland taxpayers millions of dollars a year, and follow the 
intent of Measure LL and permit the Police Commission to be truly independent to bring families of 
victims of police misconduct closer to justice. With the Police Commission, our residents are 
empowered to oversee the police rather than paying the federal monitor. 
 
7. Police Commission -- What is your position on the existence, role, powers, function and 
management of an independent police commission? 
 
Citizen oversight is critical to our democracy to ensure that misconduct is investigated. But we also 
have to be mindful of its powers because it is not an elected body. Their primary function is to review 
allegations of misconduct, provide recommendations to the Chief of Police and release a report to the 
public, and not make policy. Nevertheless, their job is key to making sure abuse of power has no place 
in our government, period. The Police Commission initially should have been provided access to an 
independent counsel and an Inspector General as intended by the original Measure LL.  Unfortunately 
the intent of the residents was overlooked when the amendments were added to the City Charter.  I 
look forward to seeing the Measure LL rewrite pass so the intent of the residents is represented in the 
Police Commission. 
 
8. Black Lives Matter -- Do you consider Black Lives Matter primarily an idea, a movement, or 
an organization? How do you believe that Oakland and the City Attorney's office should 
address Black Lives Matter? 
 
As a Black man raised in the Deep South, displaced during Hurricane Katrina, and now raising three 
young Black girls, BLM movement is long overdue. If we, as a City, want to show we value Black lives, 
our priorities have to reflect that. We have to look beyond reimagining 21st century community-service 
driven policing and look at dismantling racial inequities in our government, our healthcare system, 
public education, housing, transportation, and our workplaces.  
 
While the City Attorney is not a legislator, and therefore, does not write policies. As the City’s chief 
legal advisor, I can leverage my position to hold accountable bad actors who discriminate against 
communities of color and more importantly, ensure that our policies, programs and services are 
racially equitable.  
 
As City Attorney, I will work tirelessly to accomplish the following:  

● Dismantle racial inequities in our policies and government barriers to community progress.  
● Protect the rights of our most vulnerable communities.  
● Provide strong government oversight and accountability.  
● Bridge the gap between communities and the City Attorney Office.  
● Streamline housing regulations with innovative solutions.  
● Improve government efficiency and expand office capacity and resources.  

 
9. Housing and Homelessness -- What is the City Attorney's role in addressing housing 
affordability, gentrification and homelessness? Do you have specific proposals to address 
these issues? 
 
Housing is arguably the greatest civil rights issue of our time. Historically, the government has 
instituted barriers to homeownership and tenancy for Black families. Neighborhood associations, 



landlords and financial institutions have also played a role, advocating for racial zoning laws and 
discriminating against Black and brown homeowners seeking mortgage loans.  
 
We have to make it easier, not harder, to build more affordable housing. But we have to be mindful of 
development’s impact on historically-Black and brown neighborhoods, which through the years have 
faced increasing gentrification, further displacing working-class people of color out of Oakland. As City 
Attorney, I will create a space for open dialogue and more transparency, where stakeholders across 
the board have the opportunity to partake in the process.  
 
The fact is building more housing will not alleviate the housing insecurity experienced by many Black 
households today, especially during this pandemic. It’s expensive and it takes years. In the interim, we 
need to hold accountable landlords who discriminate against Section 8 voucher holders and those 
who are noncompliant with eviction moratorium. The last thing we need during a pandemic is tenants 
being illegally kicked out of their homes.  
 
10. Federal Law Enforcement -- Do you support the sending of federal law enforcement agents 
or troops to Oakland in response to protests? 

Absolutely not. Make no mistake: The alarming conduct by federal officers in Portland do not have a 
place in our community. These orders to crackdown on peaceful protests are nothing but a vanity 
project for a president so desperate to distract from his incompetence and mismanagement of 
COVID19 and the county as a whole. We cannot stand by as his feckless administration continues to 
infringe on our most basic rights.  

State sanctioned-violence has no place in our backyard. Period. As a community, it is incumbent upon 
us to let our elected leaders know that any attempt to trample on our civil liberties will not go 
unchallenged. SIGN OUR PETITION.  
 
11. Role of City Attorney -- Do you believe that the City Attorney should take on more duties or 
assume more authority than it currently has?  If so, please describe those duties and authority 
and the basis for the expansion of the City Attorney's role. 
 
The City has had a disappointing record of holding accountable police officers who engaged in 
misconduct. This is problematic in a couple of ways: (1) It is a miscarriage of justice when this type of 
behavior is not held accountable. (2) It is a disservice to hardworking taxpayers because these 
negotiations cost them millions of dollars annually.  
 
As City Attorney, I will have a Deputy City Attorney dedicated to advise departments to ensure that the 
City is more responsive and successful when it comes to police misconduct. But we have to go further 
than that. We need to get out of the Negotiated Settlement Agreement (NSA), which costs Oakland 
taxpayers millions of dollars a year and follow the intent of the voters and make the Police 
Commission a truly independent government entity.  
 
12. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the 
citizens of Oakland? 
 

https://www.change.org/p/keep-the-feds-off-oakland-s-streets


As City Attorney, I will implement a true open-door policy.  Too many residents are unaware of the City 
Attorney’s role within Oakland.  I’ve always believed that if people are not aware of our work, that is 
not a failure on them. It’s a failure by the City Attorney. 
 
During my first one hundred days, I will work with our HR Department to hire an intergovernmental 
liaison, who will work with our department, outside agencies and elected officials to ensure that our 
office is more responsive to the needs of our communities.  I will also personally attend neighborhood 
meetings and city council meetings. 
 
13. Federal Issues - What actions by the federal government would you address, and would 
you litigate against the federal government? As City Attorney would you address issues such 
as immigration, treating corporations as people, construction of the border wall, federal 
agency actions on environmental regulations, telecommunications and internet access, and 
antitrust? If so, which issues would you address and how would you address them? 
 
As City Attorney, my primary job is to represent the people of Oakland. This includes protecting their 
most basic rights by challenging this administration’s abuse of its power: may it be its assault on 
women’s reproductive rights, immigrant and LGBTQ+ communities, our environment, or consumer 
rights. Some of these issues include:  

● Denying public funding to reproductive health centers that offer abortion care 
● Undermining federal protections against LGBTQ+ discrmination in housing and healthcare 
● Overturning environmental protections set in place before and during the Obama 

administration 
● Refusal to act on for-profit schemes that target student borrowers 

 
The fact is the City Attorney’s Office can be a proactive -- not just reactive -- enforcer of the law. 
Especially during this pandemic when so many bad actors are eager to exploit this situation for 
personal or financial gain, we have to expand -- not diminish -- our capacity to face the growing threats 
to our communities.  
 
To reiterate, during my first 100 days as City Attorney, I will work with our HR department to build a 
diverse pipeline of attorneys. I will promote our Neighborhood Law Corps (NLC) attorneys to 
permanent deputy city attorneys and assign them to City departments in order to streamline our work 
and be more responsive to the needs of our communities. I will also look into hiring a Community 
Liaison to help bridge the gap between the CAO, our elected officials and agencies, and our 
communities. 
 
14. Marijuana -- What actions should the City Attorney's office take in response to the 
expansion of marijuana related businesses in Oakland? Does that expansion have impacts on 
the cost and availability of properties for industrial and artist uses? What regulations, if any, 
would you propose should be placed on marijuana related businesses? 
 
Local government should take an active role in redressing historical economic and criminal justice 
inequities by investing in making communities whole. Local governments can change policies to 
provide greater access to services and funds which will uplift those most in need. Systemic racism is 
embedded within most systems of power and local governments have the ability to change most of 
their legislation, policies, procedures, and to influence the environment it operates in. Cannabis 
regulations are one way to redress the impacts of economic and criminal justice inequities. Local 



governments such as Oakland can increase the Cannabis equity program, streamlining permitting 
process for People of Color and system impacted folks, providing technical support to those who have 
been historically targeted by the Drug War, and providing the same resources other businesses have 
access to. 
 
15. Artists -- Does the City Attorney have a role in maintaining the vibrancy of the visual and 
performing arts in Oakland? If so, what is that role and what would you do as City Attorney? 
 
Being raised in New Orleans, I’ve witnessed visual and performing arts intertwined with a city and local 
government.  As City Attorney, I would assist the City Council in establishing additional cultural zones 
throughout the City. I will also support increasing the number of art festivals in the City. 
 
16. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? Who 
are you endorsing, from President down to local races? 
 
I am proud to have the endorsement of the following organizations:  

● Building Trades and Construction Council (BTC) of Alameda County 
● East Bay Young Democrats 
● International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) 
● Sheet Metal Workers Union (SMW) Union 
● Bricklayers, Tilesetters and Allied Craftmakers (BAC) Union 
● Carpenters Union 
● Roofers Union  
● Sprinkler Fitters Union 
● Plumbers and Pipefitters Union 

 
I am also honored to have the endorsements of the following individuals: 

● Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson 
● BART At-Large Director Joel Young  
● Former Assemblymember Sandre Swanson 
● Former Head of Litigation at the Oakland City Attorney’s Office Randy Hall 
● Civil rights attorney Adante Pointer 

 
17. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much 
money do you plan to raise? Where has and will the money come from? Describe any sources 
of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept. 
 
 We’ve raised about $52,000. We plan to raise the maximum of $348,000.00.  
 
I am proud to be the labor candidate in this race. Most of our contributions come from labor, friends, 
colleagues, neighbors who believe in our grassroots campaign for a most just and equitable Oakland.  
 
I will not take money from oil & gas and police associations.  
 
18. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 
 
For over 11 years as a Deputy City Attorney I’ve worked tirelessly to provide real solutions to the 
challenges facing Oakland. After Hurricane Katrina, I chose Oakland to begin my legal career. I've 



committed to giving back to the City that supported me. A resident of East Oakland and father of three 
daughters, I understand that the City needs strong leadership to make positive changes for all 
Oaklanders. I resolved some of Oakland’s toughest problems, providing legal advice to the Alcohol 
Beverage Action Team and Code Enforcement. I’ve worked with community members to fight sex 
trafficking, illegal gambling, and nusiance properties. My experience with neighborhood groups, small 
businesses, city officials and the legal community will enable me to make improvements immediately 
and make the government more responsive. 
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to fill out this questionnaire. 
 


