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1.       Please briefly summarize your background, qualifications, and reasons for seeking to 
serve on the Albany City Council. 

I'm running for a seat as Council Representative for the  City of Albany. My decision to run 
comes because of concern with Forging A NewPath; which provides me the opportunity to 
unite all residents of this city to solve critical issues. I care .It’s Only when we are united 
together to meet new challenges do I become "We Care" . It is with great hope that all 
Governmental Representatives within the City should join me in focusing on five main priorities: 
Public Safety, Realignment of Budgeted Funds to meet our community/ City Staffing needs, 
Small Business Services. Strengthening our partnership with our school District, Affordable 
Housing, pushing beyond Covid. My campaign offers residents of the City of Albany, A New Way 
forward that makes sense and with  the confidence that elected representatives can make 
decisions based upon what is best for all residents. I have over 17 years of claims/risk 
management experience. I was the former Program manager for the City’s JPA which consisted 
of 21 Cities in the Bay Area. I have always been a community leader and I am continuing that 
community-building today by mentoring & tutoring youth, volunteering in my neighborhood, 
and helping my community and its economy thrive. I serve as a Commissioner for the City’s 
Social and Economic Justice Commission and the Alameda County Commission on the Status of 
Women, which has given me an understanding of advocating for the Albany community. My life 
experiences will translate well into being an effective Council member and a community leader. 

2.    What is your vision for future development in Albany? Do you have any specific ideas 
towards creating affordable housing and/or emergency housing? 

I would like to propose the following ideas that along with influential persons within 
governmental and private agencies, and residents examine to meet the explosive qneed for 
affordable housing.  The key policies to end housing inequality include building more ( and 
smaller homes in many more places throughout Albany. I would work diligently to follow 
through in overseeing construction of multi-unit buildings, four-plexes, lower income 



apartments. Units that enable more single people and families with lower incomes to live in 
Albany affordably. Next supporting the investment in and construction of public or non-profit 
owned housing, where cost is unwavered to the current market; therefore permanently 
affordable.I believe voters will support a policy to ensure more non-profit and public housing. 
Also we as a governing body could look into offering a simple cash subsidy, delivered monthly; 
offsetting concerns of vulnerable renters.  

3.       Are you familiar with Albany’s Climate Action 
Plan?  https://www.albanyca.org/departments/sustainability/climate-action-plan   

The City’s General Plan includes ambitious emissions reductions goals of 60% by 2035, and net 
zero emissions by 2050, and on December 2, 2019 the City Council changed greenhouse gas 
reductions targets to 70% by 2035 and net zero emissions by 2045. What ideas and goals do 
you have for achieving this during your tenure on the City Council? 

Many years of work have gone into Albany’s General plan.  Before changing it there would be a 
general plan amendment that needs to be funded which would include community 
outreach,  reports from staff and others,  city council hearing, and deliberation to change the 
height limits and density.  However, through a process like that there could be areas such as 
near transit which might make sense to revisit height limits and density.  I am open to listening 
to the community and environmentalists on these and other issues. As discussed in Albany's 
General plan,  when mixed use development occurs in the Priority Development Area (PDAs), it 
is good for our environment and our community.  Greenhouse gases can be reduced since 
these areas are near the public transit and having more housing and business close to these 
centers is good for a vibrant walkable and bicycle friendly community that has relatively high 
densities and diverse uses. 

4.       The following are the 10 Key Values of the Green Party (more details available at: 
http://www.cagreens.org/ten-key-values).  In view of these values, why do you feel your 
candidacy merits Green Party endorsement? 

I am an innovative individual looking to gain a seat as City of Albany Representative. I will 
support CLEAR COMMUNICATIONS as an absolute necessity to overcome the challenges that 
our community faces in 2020 and beyond. It would take ten pages or more to truly express my 
strategies for categories mentioned, however be assured that Social Justice , Diversity, 
Ecological Wisdom, Grassroots Democracy Sustainability, Community based economics and 
other areas of concern will be evaluated with innovative solutions implemented. 

 

Green Party 10 Key Values: 

1)      Ecological wisdom 



2)      Social Justice 

3)      Non violence 

4)      Grassroots democracy 

5)      Decentralization 

6)      Community based economics 

7)      Feminism 

8)      Respect for diversity 

9)      Personal and global responsibility 

10)    Sustainability 

5.  How would you assess the City of Albany’s response to Covid-19?  What would you have 
done differently and/or what ideas to you have for addressing the pandemic? 

In response to the continuation of COVID-19, 2020 l would monitor carefully the number 
community assistance services provided by the City and Community Based Programs. One such 
program to monitor would be The City of Albany's Project HOPE, in collaboration with Berkeley 
Food and Housing Project which has placed at least 10 individuals experiencing homelessness in 
Albany. Hotel rooms and basic needs are a first step. However as we Forge A NewPath we will 
become innovative in providing services beyond basic needs. An idea waiting to be 
discovered.....Private Source solutions! 

6.  What are your views on Black Lives Matter and related efforts towards righting systemic 
racism, and what in your opinion can cities such as Albany be doing to further these goals?  

Historically policing has not changed: systemic racism permeates; the policing and validation of 
Jim Crow laws designed to oppress communities of color still retain the ugliness in recognizing 
all human beings.So until the removal of systemic racism and the mindset of oppression 
delivered through structural racism changes; reforms become bandAids on festering wounds of 
racism. Every voice of the community should be allowed at the table and not on the menu, 
when ideas to eliminate racism and to hold police accountable are discussed and implemented. 

Albany Police need to be held responsible for how they are viewed in the minority 
community.They need to engage with the community at every level. If they don't, they won't be 
effective in the communities they serve. Acknowledge Boldly the distrust that minorities feel 
from police and seek to present themselves as positive yet upholding resources in addressing 
crime and other community issues. Reparations may be a positive beginning. Police should be 



trained in their approach in using force and in addressing racial biases. Keys that l would work 
with others in enforcing solutions to systemic racism and reforming police policy include 
transparency, accountability,  and community cooperation. 

7.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to bring Rank Choice 
Voting to Albany?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not? I believe that Rank 
Choice Voting is great for big cities. However, I’m not completely sold on how it benefits Albany 
residents. I believe Voters need to be more educated about the process and how their vote is 
counted. Likewise, it requires a computer system, or is labor intensive to count by hand, with an 
run the risk of errors. We have a hard time finding candidates that are interested in running for 
office. Thus, what problems are we really solving?  

8.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to increase Albany’s 
Real Property Transfer Tax?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not? We need 
to put this tax ballot measure on hold until we assess the economic damages from this 
Pandemic. Additional stresses should be minimized for our community during this time. 

9.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), increasing the Utility 
Users Tax in Albany?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?  Do you believe it 
will be prudent for the City to increase funding of Climate Change initiatives if this measure 
passes?   

Yes .I believe that funding to ensure all. Concerned will leave a better place to breathe live 
work.etc. Funding will ensure updated technology to collect data in meeting project objectives. 

10.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to nearly triple the 
Paramedic Advanced Life Support Fire Engines and Ambulance Special Tax in Albany?  Are you 
an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not? Albany Firefighters/Paramedics provide a 
crucial serve to our community.The safety of all individuals within the City of 
Albany  community is a priority. The Pandemic has presented the need to ensure that we have 
as many resources required so that there is no lack In health and  safety measures implemented 
immediately. I wholeheartedly endorse this ballot measure. 


