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New Haven School District Board Questionnaire

Name:  Jatinderpal Kaur Sahi

Phone:

E-mail:  sahi4NHUSD@gmail.com

Website:  http://sahi4nhusd.com

    1. Please provide a very brief summary of your background and qualifications for New Haven 

Unified School District Board. If you are a current elected official, what successes could you point 

to in your time as an elected office?

My name is Jatinderpal Kaur Sahi.  I am a parent, community volunteer and healthcare CEO.  

I am an active community volunteer.  As a parent, I am on the School Site Council and PTC.  I am the 

founding member of a parent advisory group at NHUSD, working with Superintendent  Thompson.  I 

have also been on the committees for superintendent interviews and re-naming of Alvarado Middle 

School to Itliong-Vera Cruz Middle School. Additionally, I have organized community projects including 

a jacket drive and awareness events in Union City and Hayward.

I am currently working as the Chief Executive Officer of RotaCare Bay Area, a volunteer-driven 

healthcare non-profit that provides free medical care for the uninsured and underinsured.  I have a MBA 

in Operations Management and MS in Health Care Administration.  I have also lectured at CSU-East Bay 

in the MS-Health Care Administration program, teaching courses including Ethics, Leadership and 

Strategic Planning.

As an elected official, I would like to see changes in the district where there is equity across all the 

schools within the district.  There is a significant difference in schools in the variety of programs offered.  

This change needs to occur at the elementary schools and middle schools. 

 

    2. Why did you choose to run for NHUSD Board? What strengths/skills would you bring to the 

it?

The NHTA Strike affected my family and the general community.  The leadership at the NHUSD Board 

needs representative from a parent of a younger child. 

My management skills, budget skills and strategic planning knowledge will help me in this position.  I am 

also a strong advocate of providing services to all individuals equally. 
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I will also bring my experience working with the local school on the School Site Council.  I have also 

been an advocate of educating the immigrant parents of students in the district.  I started the parent 

advisory group focusing on educating the parents on the school system. 

 

    3. Have you been affiliated with any local civic, citizen, or environmental advocacy groups?

I have in the past been a part of advocacy groups include Green Peace and Sierra Club.  While at the 

University of Kansas, I worked on projects including saving local wetlands and oil drilling in Nigeria. 

Within my own community, I advocate for equal participation of all genders and have focused on 

awareness issues. 

 

    4. What endorsements have you received so far (from either groups or individuals)?

Below is the partial list of endorsements. 

Glenn Nate        UC Parks & Recreation Commission

Dan Rivera        UC Parks & Recreation Commission

Anson Tjing       UC Human Relations Commission

Harbhajan (Harvey) Dosanjh      UC Senior Commission

Sarbabjit Cheema          NHUSD Board

Manjinder Sandhu         Alameda County Human Relations Commission

Pam Russo       Eden Healthcare District

Mark Salinas     Hayward Council Member

 

    5. What are some of the most important issues in the NHUSD Public Schools that need to be 

addressed, and what creative ideas can you offer to address them?

 Funding and educational equity are the two issues that are on top of my list.  Every time union contract 

are set to expire, there is a deep discussion on funding.  The district has had a decline in enrollment and 

funding has decreased, where the costs have increased. 

As mentioned before, there is not educational equity across the school district.  The programs at each of 

the schools need to be reviewed and available throughout the district, not at specific schools.
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As I do in the non-profit that I manage, I will look at and advise about new, sustainable funding sources, 

such as partnerships and grants. 

 

    6. How much money do you currently plan to devote to your campaign? Are your donors publicly 

listed on your website?

I am currently self-funding my campaign and I have budgeted $11,000 for the campaign.  I currently do 

not have any donors; however, if I do fundraising it will be from community members.

    7. Do you consider environmental education as part of your vision for the public schools? If so, 

how would these concerns be implemented?

Yes.  More programs geared towards the environment education are needed and current ones need to be 

expanded to include kids as young as grade TK. 

    8. Would you favor developing school community gardens to teach environmentally sound 

practices?

Yes

    9. Do you have ideas for further implementing the a commitment to the idea of "no room for 

racism"? If so, how would this be done?

We as a community start educational programs when issues arise, but they are left behind when issues 

disappear. There needs to be consistent, ongoing education on diverse communities from when younger 

kids enter the school system. 

   10. Would you take a stand against for-profit charter schools, even if doing so were to contradict 

federal policy?

Yes.  I am not in favor of for-profit charter schools.

   11. Do you support further expanding recent local community efforts to pre-register 16 and 17-

year old students to vote?

Yes – with an appropriate, auditable system in place.
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   12. Finally, is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about you, your campaign, 

or your qualifications?

I will bring new, fresh ideas to the New Haven USD Board, and stick to my values.   As a parent, I want to 

avoid situations we have seen in the past few years, that have left lasting effects on our children.  I will 

continue to advocate and bring equity across the schools. 

Let’s rise together by investing in our future.  


