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1. What background and experience makes you a strong candidate? 

I am running for re-election to the City Council, having been elected in 2014 and again in 

2018.  No other candidate in the race brings six years' experience on the City Council, and no 

other non-incumbent can point to a record of progressive policy accomplishments. 

I have a strong record of improving emergency operations, making significant investments in 

safe streets for all, and securing landmark advances in affordable housing, tenant protections, 

and compassionate solutions for our unhoused neighbors. We face enormous challenges and 

opportunities in the coming year, not the least of which is how we continue to deal with the 

Covid-19 crisis. While Alameda has fared better than most of our neighbors in this pandemic, 

vigilance, foresight, and preparation are critical. I’ve worked closely with my Council colleagues, 

City staff, and public health experts to put safety and protection first. We’ve prevented 

commercial and residential evictions and been responsive to our treasured small businesses as 

we work to forge a local economy that can weather this storm. 

We’ve also heard the clarion call: Black Lives Matter, and we must embrace this moment to 

tear down the legacy of systemic racism. I'm helping lead the charge to end exclusionary zoning 

in Alameda, to secure for more of our neighbors an opportunity to find affordable housing and 

embark on the dream of homeownership. 

My vision and purpose in public service is to defend an Alameda that is inclusive, welcoming, 

and resolute. We’ve achieved so much, and now that we face the greatest public health 

challenge we’ve ever seen, I’m ready to meet this moment. 

 

2. Why are you running and what do you wish to accomplish? 



Right now, Covid-19 is our top challenge.  We have faced this challenge by protecting 

residential and small-business tenants from evictions and rent increases (residential), 

protecting lowest-wage workers from losing their minimum wage increase, assisting small 

businesses, and supporting a non-profit to provide further financial grants.  The other 

challenges/priorities remain mostly the same as my previous campaigns: maintaining public 

safety (including reimagining policing so all residents are safe), and the cost and availability of 

housing.  Underpinning all of these is the ongoing effort to achieve racial equity and social 

justice.  

I have a solid record of fighting for these priorities and will continue to do so on City Council if 

re-elected for another term. 

 

3. Who is supporting you? Whom are you endorsing? 

You can see my endorsement list here on my website:  

 
https://www.oddie4alameda.com/endorsements 
  
Some of the highlights: Sen. Nancy Skinner, Treasurer Fiona Ma, Sierra Club, California League 
of Conservation Voters, Alameda Labor Council, City of Alameda Democratic Club, and Alameda 
Renters Coalition. 

I'm not endorsing anyone else in the City Council race. 

 

4. Are you receiving corporate donations for the campaign? How much money do you project 

to spend? 

My employer has donated to my campaign – it's a corporation, albeit a small one – so, I will 

take some donations from "corporations."  The generally recognized "evil" corporations like 

WalMart, oil companies, big pharma, etc., don't really play in a city council race.  My voting 

record after six years is pretty clear and is based on my values, not campaign contributions.  I 

plan on raising as much as it necessary to win but would prefer to not share my campaign 

fundraising goals and targets with any of the other candidates on the ballot. 



 

5. Whom do you see as your allies and opponents on the Council? 

I can work well with all of my colleagues but vote most often with Mayor Ezzy Aschraft, Vice 

Mayor Knox White, and Councilmember Vella.  I do not consider any of my colleagues an 

"opponent" as all of us work together at various times during the course of setting city policy. 

6. What is your position on Article 26/Measure A? 

I fully support Measure Z – the repeal of Article 26/Measure A.  In my opinion, Measure A is a 

remnant of housing discrimination laws enacted across the country in the past century to foster 

desegregation and deny opportunities to African-Americans and other people of color.  Housing 

segregation, regardless of the intent of those who voted for Measure A or support it today, only 

serves to preserve the "badges and incidents of slavery." There is no moral ambiguity for me on 

this issue. 

Housing is a basic human right.  I’ve supported development projects that help meet the 

demand for housing and increase supply.  We need to ensure that as projects come to the 

council, that transit solutions and traffic mitigation options are included.  I think we’ve done a 

good job of this in our recent projects, with the ferry terminal, bus passes, AC Transit’s Line 19 

route, and water taxis. 

Our current inclusionary requirements include 25% at Alameda Point and 15% in the rest of 

Alameda.  I think we need to do more to incentivize workforce housing.  I’m proud of the 

accessory dwelling unit ordinance we’ve passed as well as our universal design ordinance, 

helping people age in place.  We can encourage more developers to include "imbedded" ADU's 

into their projects, increase affordability options.  Repealing "Measure A" is also crucial to 

increasing affordable housing that is also affordable to build. 

7. What are other key issues involved in this election? How would you try to advance a program 

to impact them? 

As an island city, Alameda is on the front-line of the climate crisis.  We are especially vulnerable 

to flooding and sea-level rise and storm surges.  We are also not immune to the effects of other 

environmental events elsewhere in the state, such as wildfires, intense storms, and drought.  To 

prepare and mitigate these threats, we adopted our Climate Action Plan, which included an 

integrated approach we called the "Climate Safe Plan," which emphasizes reducing GHGs to 



achieve net-zero carbon emissions as soon as possible, as well as adapting Alameda to handle 

the climate change impacts we already experience.  With my colleagues, we've already started 

working on advancing programs to impact this goal.  I co-authored a council referral with Vice 

Mayor John Knox White to declare a climate emergency in Alameda, which was passed 

unanimously.  The emergency declaration, among other things, added an analysis item to every 

staff report to identify how each agenda item impacted GHG emission reduction.  Another 

policy we passed was requiring all new residential development to be all-electric.  One 

development project, approved prior to this policy change, implemented the change as part of 

a modification to their agreement with the City.  I also worked with members of our community 

to stop a proposed lease to a data center that would have harmed nearby wildlife and prioritize 

the development of De-Pave park, which will turn a former taxiway into a wetlands park. 

The City has already begun efforts to address systemic racism and the issues amplified by the 

Black Lives Matter movement.  We removed Andrew Jackson's name from one or our City parks 

and begun the renaming process.  We are evaluating other public names that should be 

changed.  But, most importantly we are addressing just policing and eliminating racist zoning 

codes.  Following the detention of an African-American resident who was exercising in front of 

his home, we have begun the process of re-examining our police budget.  We formed a task 

force of BIPOC community members, who will return with recommendations in the Fall, on 

realignment and just policing.  

8. What added revenues could be gained for the city? 

Over the last four years the city has asked the voters to approve (and they have) increases to 

our sales tax and stormwater fee as well as an expansion of services eligible for the utility users' 

tax (with the rate remaining the same).  We can explore increasing the transit occupancy tax 

with a few hotels in the pipeline, but as Covid as shown us, this can be an unpredictable 

revenue stream.  I don't see any revenue increases in the foreseeable future due to the 

pandemic. 

9. Is there anything you wish to add? 

As a six-year incumbent, I can point to a strong record of success, follow-through, and 

accomplishments on all of the areas discussed here that the non-incumbents simply do not 

have.  Our council has led in many areas in the past few years, among them: minimum wage, 

sanctuary city, cannabis permitting, flavored tobacco ban, compostable packing ban, Wells 

Fargo divestment, and compassionate solutions for our unhoused neighbors. 



I’m not supported by the real estate/landlord oligarchy, or anti-housing factions, like some of 

my opponents.  My record on supporting the safety of all our residents, social justice, the 

environment, working families, and housing is unequaled by any of the challengers.  These are 

challenging times, and it is not the time for on the job training.  My experience, which includes 

everything I've learned as a councilmember, has prepared me to meet the challenges of the 

next four years.  I would be honored to have the support of the Green Party. 

  

 
 


