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1. Why did you choose to run for this office? If you are a new candidate, what strength/skills 
would you bring to the Council? 
 
I am an incumbent seeking reelection. I ran for this office to  
 
2. As an incumbent, what strengths/skills have you brought to the council? How have these 
skills affected council decisions and life in Emeryville? 
 
I am very engaged in the community and have a people-centered approach to leading. I bring 
my experience as a policy expert to the council, using my knowledge of public systems to ensure 
that we pass just and equitable policies, are prepared to implement and enforce the policies we 
adopt, and that we are not afraid to lead with our values. I feel the City of Emeryville has been a 
regional and state leader on important issues affecting affordable housing, environmental 
stewardship, transit equity and social justice as a result. 
 
3. What major Emeryville development during your term as an incumbent are you most proud 
of? Have there been developments you are disappointed with? 
 
In 2018, as the city's mayor, I introduced a $50M affordable housing bond on the ballot. 
Measure C won supermajority support from Emeryville voters. The passage of this measure 
allows us to leverage millions of dollars in county, state and federal funds to build more 
affordable housing in our community for very low and extremely low income renters, especially 
vulnerable and marginalized populations like fixed-income seniors, working families, people 
experiencing homelessness and others. As a result, there are two new projects in the pipeline 
that are 100% BMR: a 68-unit intergenerational project for seniors and transitional aged youth, 
as well as a 90-unit permanent supportive housing project for people who are homeless. I am 
not disappointed in anything from this past term.  
 
4. What are three major issues in Emeryville that need to be addressed now? What creative 



ideas do you have to address these issues? Are these issues being affected by the pandemic? 
How? 
 
First, we need to balance new development with place-keeping for existing families. While new 
development is key to addressing unmet housing needs, we have to enact additional protections 
that preserve existing affordable housing. We have adopted tenant protections but I would like 
to see us review additional ways we can disincentivize private redevelopment of naturally-
occurring affordable housing so that we don't lose diversity in our community. 
 
Second, we need to address the aftermath of COVID on the city's budget. The city has done a 
good job of saving money for an economic downturn. We have enacted policies that have made 
us good fiscal stewards. The fiscal impact of COVID on our local economy is significant and we 
will need to examine new ways to ensure community-based programs and services are 
protected in the years ahead. As long as the pandemic continues, the problem is likely to 
remain/get worse. 
 
Third, because of COVID, fewer people are riding on public transit. This has two immediate 
impacts on our community: (1) the public transit system will struggle to cover the cost of 
operations due to decreased ridership. This could lead to inequitable route cuts for communities 
of color and essential workers. Cities need to be partners in solving the financing gap. (2) More 
people are getting into single-occupancy vehicles. As a bicycle commuter, I have seen the 
increase in drivers that jeopardizes street safety for pedestrians and bicyclists. We need to 
implement additional protected infrastructure to keep our communities multi-modal and give 
people meaningful choices. 
 
5.How much will the budget shortfall be as a result of the pandemic? What will your funding 
priorities be? 
 
The shortfall for the next fiscal year is likely to be $8-9M. My priority will first be to identify 
opportunities to borrow against other funds to bridge a gap period until we can identify new 
revenue opportunities that will sustain city services.  
 
6. How has the pandemic affected small businesses' survival in Emeryville? How do you see the 
council as contributing to small businesses surviving and coming to Emeryville? 
 
The council acted swiftly to pass emergency legislation that reduced review times/processes and 
eliminated fees for modifications that would allow restaurants and other small businesses to 
operate. Many have converted parking lots into outdoor dining or street parking spaces into 
parklets. We also implemented a ban on commercial lease evictions and enacted a requirement 
that all commercial landlords offer repayment plans to tenants over a minimum of 12 months 
before they can move to evict. We continue to identify new ways to assist our small businesses. 
We converted our facade grant program into a program to assist all businesses impacted by the 
looting that occurred in the aftermath of George Floyd's murder. 



 
7. What do you think of Plan Bay Area 2050? How will it affect Emeryville? 
 
I think Plan Bay Area is exactly what it's name suggests: a plan. So much will change about the 
area within the next 30 years. The assumptions, predictions, and expectations used to craft the 
plan will most likely change or evolve with the unknown changes in the future. The plan is 
ambitious with its regional housing goal and the slate of transportation and other projects that 
will impact our climate and our economy. The region needs to commit to sustainability and 
resiliency goals that guide how this plan unfolds in the coming years so that we can adapt or 
adjust based on our evolving needs. 

8. Do you believe that more families should be living in Emeryville as opposed to more singles? 
If so, how should this be addressed? 
 
Yes. To be a truly vibrant community, we need more families in Emeryville. The city has enacted 
policies to make new housing units family-friendly, which has helped some already. We are 
looking to make streets safer, and to add open space to the community. We struggle with our 
school still, which is a sore spot for me. 
 
9. If you are an incumbent, have there been changes during your term that you see as having 
attracted families, or that will attract families? 
 
The smoke-free housing ordinance is a big contributor to making the city safer for families. Our 
lead-free housing ordinance, which was hailed by the EPA, also helps make housing safer for 
families. Since its adoption, there have been no lead poisoning cases in Emeryville. We got a 
state grant to implement rail safety enhancements that will yield a railroad Quiet Zone along 
Shellmound Street which will also be easier on families with children. 
 
10. Please state your opinion of the Onni project. Will you support it? If so, given what 
conditions or modifications? Do you favor overturning Emeryville’s Family Housing Unit Mix 
regulations to accommodate large developments such as the Onni project? 
 
The Onni Project was cancelled. The developer fell out of contract with the property owner and 
did not pay their bills to the City for the EIR. The project is not moving forward. 
 
11. Does transparency in city decisions need improvement? Do you believe it has improved 
during the past four years? How? 
 
The city is one of the most transparent cities in the Bay Area. We publish all of our council 
agendas a full 11 days before meetings. We conduct study sessions on items and as a 
councilmember, I do a weekly town hall at different locations in the city to actively share what is 
happening at city hall and get resident input. I understand that the city is better than it was 10 
years ago but I am not personally familiar with the challenges it used to face to offer a 
comparison. 



 
12. Would you like to see Emeryville become a Charter City, not only for taxation? If so, what 
advantages would you hope for? 
 
The city operates well as a General Law city. I'm sure there are some advantages of being a 
Charter City outside of taxation, but I have not encountered anything as a councilmember that 
has made me want to change the way our city operates. 
 
13. Emeryville’s Measure F sales tax initiative allows funding for police, fire department and the 
Emeryville Child Development Center. How do you support using these funds? Please be 
specific.    
I helped craft Measure F and I committed that we would review and discuss the potential uses 
for these funds as part of the upcoming year's budget process. It would be premature and 
inappropriate to speculate what to use the funds on as COVID has decimated sales tax receipts 
for the city and we are probably going to fall woefully short of the $2M that was estimated to 
come in during the first year, prior to the pandemic and shutdown taking place. Only when I've 
seen the receipts and see what other funding options exist, as well as what future federal or 
state support exists for local jurisdictions can I offer an idea of what I think Measure F should be 
spent on.  
 
14. If you are an incumbent, have you changed your stated priorities since Measure F passed? If 
so, please state how, and whether this is in response to needs of Emeryville having changed or 
a response to the national climate. What would you hope for from the recently requested Study 
Session of policing in Emeryville? 
 
As outlined above, my priorities haven't changed. I remain committed to a holistic review of the 
funds available, the existing need in the city, and ways to bridge services through an economic 
downturn. That is the responsible thing to do with public finances.  
 
At the recent study session on policing in Emeryville I requested a number of items I wanted 
addressed be agendized for the public safety committee or council. My items included 
decriminalizing the entire Municipal Code (turning all misdemeanors and infractions into 
administrative citations, except where required by state law), banning and/or severely limiting 
the use of crowd control devices like tear gas, rubber bullets and flash bangs, and eliminating 
the use of mugshots with very few exceptions. I supported the requests made by other council 
members for other things in addition to those I requested. The staff are preparing an agenda to 
take them up over the coming months.  
 
15. Are you satisfied with how the Department of Toxic Substance Control is handling the clean-
up of the toxins in the soil at the Sherwin-Williams site? 
 
Because of my proximity to the property, I have been conflicted out of all closed session/legal 
information regarding this project, this site, and the whistleblower complaint regarding DTSC. 
As a result, I lack sufficient information to form an opinion as to whether DTSC is doing its job 



properly. 
  
16. Who has endorsed you so far (groups and individuals of note)? Who are you endorsing in 
local races? 
 
Endorsed by: Building Trades Council of Alameda County, Carpenters Local 713, UFCW Local 5, 
Alameda County Firefighters Local 55, Sierra Club, Victory Fund, Nancy Skinner (CA State 
Senator, District 9), Buffy Wicks (CA State Assemblymember, District 15), Christian Patz (Mayor, 
Emeryville), Dianne Martinez (Vice Mayor, Emeryville), Ally Medina (Councilmember, 
Emeryville), Scott Donahue (Councilmember, Emeryville), Rebecca Saltzman (BART District 3), 
Elsa Ortiz (AC Transit Ward 3), Keith Carson (Alameda County BOS District 5), Nate Miley 
(Alameda County BOS District 4), Richard Valle (Alameda County BOS District 2), Scott Haggerty 
(Alameda County BOS District 1), Jesse Arreguin (Mayor, Berkeley), Lori Droste (Councilmember, 
Berkeley), Rigel Robinson (Councilmember, Berkeley), Susan Wengraf (Councilmember, 
Berkeley), Marilyn Ezzy-Ashcraft (Mayor, Alameda), Malia Vella (Councilmember, Alameda), Jim 
Oddie (Councilmember, Alameda), Shawn Kumagai (Councilmember, Dublin), Pauline Cutter 
(Mayor, San Leandro), Tim Rood (Councilmember, Piedmont), Dan Arriola (Councilmember, 
Tracy), Gabe Quinto (Councilmember, El Cerrito). Other endorsements pending. 
 
I have thus far endorsed: Christian Patz (Emeryville), Ally Medina (Emeryville), Jamie Salcido 
(BART District 1), Rebecca Saltzman (BART District 3), and Terry Taplin (Berkeley District 2) 
 
17. How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money do you plan to 
raise? Where will the money come from? 
 
I currently have approximately $35,000 for my campaign. I do not need to raise additional funds 
for my race. My donations are small grassroots donors and labor support. 
 
18. Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about yourself? Are there other issues you would 
like to address not included as questions here? 
 
I am grateful to have previously received the Green Party's support and hope to keep building on 
the good things I've accomplished in my first term as a councilmember. 
 
 


