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1. Why do you want to serve (or continue to serve) on the AC Transit Board?  
 
I got into this race because I believe that AC Transit can be an engine of justice — for riders, the 
workers of ATU Local 192, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, AFSCME, the 
elderly and disable who rely on bus service for transportation, and our children, who deserve a 
livable future that only a green revolution can deliver. Public transportation that works for the 
East Bay’s working people is within our reach. 
 
2. (For incumbents:) What actions of yours during your term are you proudest of? What have 
you helped the District accomplish during your time on the board? I am challenging the 
incumbent. 
 
3. (For non--incumbents:) Which of your past experiences are valuable for serving on the 
board? Have you been following AC Transit's activities and progress over the last several 
years? What changes have you noted, either positive or negative? 
 
I served two terms (8 years) on the Richmond city council. During that time I helped build a 
community powered movement that was able to accomplish several important progressive 
reforms. We passed rent control laws, raised the minimum wage, put new taxes and regulations 
on corporate oil giant Chevron and stopped collaboration between local law enforcement with 
ICE, among many other things.  
 
I am very proud of my time as a city council member. We did a lot of good for the city and it's a 
better place for working people than it was at the beginning of my term. And I really want to 
emphasize the “we” part of the last sentence. One of the most important things I learned from 
that position was that when you're facing off with the political establishment, the corporate class, 
with the Millionaires and Billionaires who have too much control over Bay Area politics, you 
really need a people-powered movement to beat them. I am going to work everyday to try and 
build that movement.  
 



I have always followed local politics closely, but as I began to take my candidacy for AC Transit 
more and more seriously I turned my attention to the politics of the AC Transit Board of 
Directors and of the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), as well. I have seen many 
things that concern me. It appears that some of the current directors are too eager to make cuts 
to the system. I would like to see more leaders on the board who care about protecting the 
public systems they claim to serve.  
 
In terms of MTC, I am dismayed that the Commission has reneged on its commitment to ensure 
uniform regionwide, state-of-the-art protections are in place on every Bay Area transit system to 
protect our transit workers and riders during the Covid-19 crisis. AC Transit has not participated 
as effectively on MTC’s “Blue Ribbon Task Force” on the future of transit as I would like it to do, 
both in terms of the health and safety issue, and in terms of securing a fair share of CARES Act 
funds for AC Transit.  
 
4. Do you ride AC Transit and, if so, how frequently?  
 
I ride the bus occasionally. Recently, I have taken the bus a few times for my job. I work as a 
mentor with children, and I took it with one of the kids to teach her how to navigate the 
community.  
 
5. How can AC Transit best leverage emerging technologies that offer new modes of transport, 
as well as rider independence, choice, and convenience; while improving both service and cost 
profiles for target populations, including youth, seniors, limited-income, and people with 
disabilities?  
 
Many transit agencies have succumbed to the lure of for-profit TNCs (Transportation Network 
Companies, like Uber and Lyft) as well as private contractors (like the French corporation, 
Transdev, that has privatized the operation of public transit systems across the United States 
and globe). We in the East Bay fought to take our transit system away from a private, for-profit 
company (the Key System, which was taken over in 1946 by National City Lines, a joint venture 
of General Motors, Firestone Tire, and Phillips Petroleum). We have seen the dangers of 
privatization and I am adamantly opposed to re-privatizing our publicly-owned and 
democratically-controlled transit system. 
 
In terms of leveraging emerging technologies, I am in favor of publicly-developed, owned and 
operated apps that improve rider independence, choice, and convenience. These technologies 
must be fully accessible to our low-income riders. The Clipper card -- while I support it in 
concept -- is an example of how we should not incorporate new technology, both because of the 
use of a private, for-profit contractor that MTC brought in to develop and manage it, and 
because it has a history of being inaccessible to low-income communities. 
 



6. What are your thoughts on AC Transit's current Transbay service? How do you think its 
ridership and/or efficiency can increase? Do you think double-decker buses ordered for this 
service is a good idea?  
 
With the pandemic, transbay service has become less critical than local service, as many of its 
former riders are now able to work from home. That is also why BART ridership has fallen more 
dramatically during COVID-19 than AC Transit service, and why AC Transit now carries more 
riders than BART does.  Whether office workers continue to work from home for the long term is 
an open question, and should be part of the discussion as AC Transit rebalances its priority of 
local vs. transbay service, including questions about capital procurement for transbay service.  
 
Local service is especially important right now because it serves both essential workers who 
provide critical services at healthcare facilities, grocery stores and other local destinations, and 
transit-dependent residents who need to access those critical services.  
 
Finally, I am strongly opposed to the Bay Area Council’s push for a second transbay BART 
tube. This project would cost at least a trillion dollars and would take decades of planning before 
it opened for service. Our communities cannot wait that long, nor can our planet. If additional 
transbay capacity is ultimately needed after the pandemic, it should be met by shifting some of 
that funding to AC Transit to run more frequent transbay service on a dedicated bridge lane. 
 
7. What do you feel AC Transit's direction should be for developing a zero- or super 
low-emission fleet, after the District's experiments with hydrogen fuel cell and other technologies 
over the past decade and a half? 
 
We need to expand and modernize AC Transit’s fleet of zero and low-emission buses. Both 
electric and hydrogen fuel cell buses will be needed if AC Tranist is going to hit zero emissions 
any time soon.  
 
AC Transit’s experiment with hydrogen fuel cell technology has been mostly successful. Many of 
the hydrogen buses have been in service for almost 15 years now and the total number of 
hydrogen buses exceeds 20. Hydrogen buses currently have more capability than the electric 
buses in the fleet. We need to focus on modernizing the hydrogen buses already in service and 
expanding the number of buses in the hydrogen fuel cell fleet. While electric buses do not have 
the capability of the hydrogen ones, AC Transit’s use of them has proven effective in lowering 
emissions.  
 
 
 
8. How can AC Transit sustain and/or improve upon progress made so far in social and 
environmental justice, as well as economic equity? 
 



The very future of public transportation is at risk today. My focus will be on three levels of the 
fight to save it: First, we must make transit safe for transit workers and riders. That fight is 
ongoing today, and I support the Voices for Public Transportation coalition’s efforts to win 
uniform regional standards, with transparency and accountability by MTC. Second, when the 
emergency operating assistance in the CARES Act runs out, AC Transit, like its sister agencies 
across the state and nation, faces massive service cuts and layoffs. Our campaign will organize 
riders, workers and the larger community to fight at the regional and state level to shift other 
transportation revenues (transit capital funds, and highway funds) to transit operations. We must 
also do everything we can to press Congress to enact additional transit operating support, as 
proposed in the HEROES Act and the surface transportation reauthorization bill. As an 
organizer, and a leader in the fight for Black lives, I believe the fight to save public transit is 
central to the fight to make Black lives matter.  Third, in fighting to save public transit from 
bankruptcy today, we must have our eye on winning a Green New Deal for public transportation, 
funded with new, progressive revenues, as proposed by the Voices coalition for a future 
regional funding measure. 
 
 
9. What will be the benefits of the new bus rapid transit (BRT) service to AC Transit’s ridership 
and the system, and do you understand and agree with how surrounding bus lines were (or are 
slated to be) re-structured to both support the BRT line and improve overall service coverage 
and frequency? 
 
Bus rapid transit has proven its benefits worldwide, and the Bay Area’s future expansion of 
transit infrastructure should emphasize it over rail expansion. It provides the benefits of a faster 
trip at a fraction of the cost of rail service, with dedicated lanes, signal priority, and accessible 
stations. 
 
Unfortunately, for many decades, Bay Area transit policy has been focused on megaprojects 
that expand BART at the expense of service cuts and fare increases at AC Transit and other 
bus systems that serve predominantly low-income riders of color. This policy, driven by 
corporate CEOs at the Bay Area Council, has also resulted in delays and funding cuts for AC 
Transit’s bus rapid transit projects, dating back decades. 
 
The question of restructuring local service around bus rapid transit is part of a much larger 
question, since the pandemic, of potential massive cuts to transit service generally, and will 
have to be addressed in that context. My longer-term vision, however, is that AC Transit and our 
community fight to win the operational funding we need to run frequent, reliable and free 24/7 
bus service throughout the East Bay -- a Green New Deal for public transit. I am running as an 
organizer who will help build the community power to win that fight. 
 
10. What do you see as the most workable strategies for AC Transit to cope with the COVID-19 
crisis, and ultimately to transcend whatever the long-term impacts may be, including how to 
fund: 
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 a) “Protective” features of vehicles and facilities, including public education regarding 
riding safety 
 b) Additional service density on major corridors and adequate geographic coverage in 
both transit-dependent and “choice rider” communities. 
 
Bay Area received $1.3 billion in CARES Act funding for transit, MTC has the ability to ensure 
that AC Transit and every transit agency in the region has state-of-the-art COVID protections, 
but is failing in its responsibility to allocate funding for that priority. I join ATU and transit riders 
and advocates in the Voices for Public Transportation coalition in demanding MTC provide a 
robust regional response to COVID, rather than allowing each transit agency to act on its own. 
That regional response must include: 
 
“1. Provide all recommended personal protective equipment to every worker, including gloves, 
masks, sanitizers, and all PPE needed. 
 
2. Provide passengers with masks and hand sanitizer to board a transit vehicle. 
 
3. Pandemic leave for anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19, exposed to them, or with family 
or childcare obligations resulting from shutdowns. 
 
4. Compensate workers classified as essential workers during a public health crisis at least 1.5 
times their normal wage. 
 
5. Rear door entry and fare elimination to support social distancing. 
 
6. Retain transit employees and maintain their current wages and benefits. 
 
7. Strategic continuation of service to avoid overcrowding. 
 
8. Limit bus passenger loads to no more than 10 and paratransit to no more than 1. 
 
9. Install plexiglass protective barriers between operators and riders to protect both operators 
and passengers from any transfer of droplets. 
 
10. Provide fully-paid, on-site testing for transit workers COVID-19 symptoms.” 
-California Safe Ride Campaign  
 
Ultimately, AC Transit needs a major infusion of operating funding in order to expand service by 
adding routes, and increasing frequency and expanding non-commute hour service. To win that 
new funding, all of us will need to join together to build the power to force regional and state 
agencies to tax the ultra-rich and to shift existing funds from highway and capital projects to 
operating transit service. Only by doing that can we win a Green New Deal for public transit.  
 



11. What endorsements have you received thus far?  
Robin Poindexter: Former Deputy Fire Marshall City of Richmond; Member Black Firefighters 
Association 
 
Jesse Arrguin: Berkeley Mayor 
Cheryl Davila: Berkeley City Council 
Bevan Duffy: BART board of directors 
Kate Harrison:  Berkeley City Council 
Eduardo Martinez : Richmond City Council 
Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto: El Cerrito City Council  
Lateefah Simon: BART board of directors 
Mark Williams: Board of Directors, AC Transit 
Melvin Wilis: Richmond City Council member 
Kafui Attoh: Author of Rights in Transit: Public Transportation and the Right to the City in 
California’s East Bay 
Ruscal Cayangyang: Former School Board Member, Vallejo 
Jackie Fielder: CA State Assembly candidate D-11 
Demetrio Gonzalez: United Teachers Richmond President 
Terry Harris: Former Fire Marshall City of Richmond;  Former President Black Firefighters 
Association 
Gus Newport: Former Berkeley Mayor 
 
Groups:  
 
Black Mobilization Organization Education Reunion 
ATU local 192 
Teamsters local 70 
Teamsters local 856  
Women in Politics 
 
For full endorsement list, see my campaign website here. 
 
12. Please add anything more you wish to tell us so we can make a good decision.  
 
We live in one of the wealthiest parts of the wealthiest country the world has ever seen, yet the 
vast majority of that wealth never seems to trickle down to the workers who create it. We need 
public officials who are willing to call the economic system that creates this imbalance out for 
what it is; excessive and exploitative. More than that, we need officials who are going to 
confront this system and promote the idea that this system can be changed, that we can use 
these riches to make life better for working people and not just the 1%. If elected I intend to use 
my office to try and change that system in whatever ways I can.  
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