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New Haven School Board Questionnaire

Name: Lance Nishihira

Phone: 510-336-4020

E-mail: lantzilla@gmail.com

Website: http://lance4nhusd.org

    1. Please provide a very brief summary of your background and qualifications for New Haven 

Unified School District Board. If you are a current elected official, what successes could you point 

to in your time as an elected office?

My education and qualifications are: Our community deserves experienced leaders!  I have lived in this 

area my entire life and graduated from its public schools. My wife and daughters are all products of New 

Haven Unified School District. After being elected in 2016, I earned a Masters in Governance 

certification from the California School Boards Association, and I currently serve as our Board President. 

While in high school, I participated in sports, student government, and band and was one of the first 

Eagle Scouts of Union City's Troop 20. After being honorably discharged from the Marine Corps, I 

earned a bachelor's degree in Mass Communication with a minor in Sociology from California State 

University Hayward. I started my design career as a union typesetter with Bay Area Typographical Union 

Local 21. Then, over the next 22 years, I built my career as a software designer and technology executive 

at some of Silicon Valley's best-known companies. I understand the skills that our students will need to 

succeed in this everchanging world. In 2016, I co-founded a Union City non-profit that recovers food and 

feeds hungry families. Over ten years, I have led school site councils at Hillview Crest Elementary, 

Itliong Vera Cruz Middle School, and Cesar Chavez Middle School.

As for successes go, I have been on the board during two superintendent searches, a teacher strike, a 

budget crisis, a school shut down due to COVID-19, and lead the board during the most recently 

ratified MOU with the teachers union. I have been tested and have become a stronger leader because of it.

    2. Why did you choose to run for NHUSD Board? What strengths/skills would you bring to the 

it?

A collaborated working style, principled and structured decision making, integrity, and the ability to 

clearly articulate abstract concepts. I can navigate a school budget and have been learned much about 

how school funding works. For the last year, I have served as board president and have learned how to 

preside over both in-person and live meetings.



2

    3. Have you been affiliated with any local civic, citizen, or environmental advocacy groups?

In 2016, I helped co-found a local non-profit that diverts usable food from the waste stream and directs it 

to agencies that feed people who are hungry. In addition to being morally the right thing to do, from an 

environmental standpoint, it ensures that bio-degradable waste to not get buried in the landfill, creating 

methane. A few weeks ago, we just crossed the one-millionth pound of food recovered! A week ago, I was 

elected by the non-profit's board to be the president.

    4. What endorsements have you received so far (from either groups or individuals)?

Delaine Eastin, Bill Quirk, Bob Wieckowski. The list will continue to grow.

http://lance4nhusd.org/endorsements

    5. What are some of the most important issues in the NHUSD Public Schools that need to be 

addressed, and what creative ideas can you offer to address them?

Access to Equitable Academic Programs

Full and Fair Funding

Declining Enrollment

Disproportionate Student Discipline and Racial Justice

    6. How much money do you currently plan to devote to your campaign? Are your donors publicly 

listed on your website?

 I am estimating that this campaign will need about 9,000 USD to be successful. In the past campaigns, I 

have terminated the campaign having been net negative, effectively being owed money. My feeling right 

now is that this campaign will be paid for with small donations. I don't plan on posting donors to my 

website, because all campaign contributions are itemized on the FPPC 460 reports. I have no issues 

linking to the disclosure reports once filed.

    7. Do you consider environmental education as part of your vision for the public schools? If so, 

how would these concerns be implemented?

Yes. Right now, the district has a rolling three year strategic action plan, and right now environmental 

education is note one of the pillars. Once we have school achievement, budget and finance, 

communication and advocacy and employee engagement moving with significant momentum, I plan on 

folding environmental education into one of the areas of emphasis.
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    8. Would you favor developing school community gardens to teach environmentally sound 

practices?

Yes.

    9. Do you have ideas for further implementing the a commitment to the idea of "no room for 

racism"? If so, how would this be done?

Our schools are currently very diverse. We are having active conversations about how to rethink law 

enforcement engagement in our schools. We also have a very active Ethnic Studies department, and social 

justice is a big point of pride in our district. 

   10. Would you take a stand against for-profit charter schools, even if doing so were to contradict 

federal policy?

Yes.

   11. Do you support further expanding recent local community efforts to pre-register 16 and 17-

year old students to vote?

Yes. Our high school currently offers to register juniors to vote.

   12. Finally, is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about you, your campaign, 

or your qualifications?

I believe that my behaviors and lifestyle choices align well with the Green Party's principles.

My reverence for the environment and the outdoors began on my path to becoming an Eagle Scout. 

I haven't commuted in a car to work since 2012 when my Honda Civic died, I've never replaced it. Before 

our current shelter in place, I was commuting by public transit to work every day. I compost bio-

degradables in four different ways. My garden feeds my family. My practices have rubbed off on my 

daughter who just started as a Freshman at San Jose State University, majoring in Environmental Studies.


