
 
 
 
 

Honorable Lynette Gibson McElhaney 
 

 

On Thursday, August 13, 2020, 8:37:45 PM PDT, Alameda Green Party Voter Guide 
<voterguide@greenpartyofalamedacounty.org> wrote: 
 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
The Green Party of Alameda County will again be making endorsements and publishing 
them in our upcoming Voter Guide. 15,000 copies are normally printed and distributed 
in the community, with paper and electronic copies being sent to all Green Party 
members. 
 
To assist us with our endorsement process, we would appreciate it if you would fill out 
the questionnaire below and return it as soon as possible, and definitely no later than 
August 23. 
 
Also, PLEASE REPLY BACK to this e-mail **NOW**, so we know you have received this 
message. 
 
Once we have received them, we will also post candidates' completed questionnaires 
to our website.. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Greg Jan, on behalf of the: 
Green Party of Alameda County 
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Oakland City Council Questionnaire 
 
 
 

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 
Please email your responses to:  greenvoterguide@lists.riseup.net   In the subject 
line, please include the name of the office you are running for.  Finally, please send 
your responses as text in the body of your email, as our list does not handle 
attachments very well. 
 
 

CANDIDATE	E-MAIL:	 LynetteforOakland@gmail.com	

Gender	Pronouns	 She/Her	

Campaign	Mailing	Address	
312	Clay	Street,	Suite	300	
Oakland,	CA.	94607	

CANDIDATE	NAME	(as	it	will	appear	on	the	ballot):	 Lynette	Gibson	McElhaney	

Campaign	Cell	Phone	 (510)	932-1938	

OFFICE	BEING	SOUGHT:	 Oakland	City	Council	District	3	

Campaign	Website	 www.lynetteforoakland.com	

Current	Occupation	 Oakland	City	Council	Member	

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted 
positions.  Answers need not be exhaustive; the goal is to let you make yourself clear 
on the issues facing the city.  

For the yes/no questions, please answer "yes" or "no" and if you wish to add to your 
answer, feel free to do so.  

 

1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running 
against an incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with 
him or her? 

I am running for City Council to continue making progress on the priorities that compelled 
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me to run in 2012, namely: 

• Holistic Public Safety – pursuing community-led, non-policing strategies and 
investments to dramatically reduce violent crime and create healthy communities 

• Equitable Economic Growth – attracting investment to foster neighborhood-serving 
retail/grocery; increasing affordable and workforce housing; redressing contracting 
inequity and encouraging job creation and job preparation in the District and 
throughout the City for unemployed/hard-to-employ residents 

• Healthy Neighborhoods – addressing quality of life issues and redressing 
environmental contamination and threats, illegal dumping, safe housing, lead 
remediation, improved infrastructure and transportation 

• Strengthening Educational Opportunities - Supporting and Advocating for improved 
educational outcomes for District 3 youth and adults   

Although I am pleased that we have been able to make great strides on each of these 
indicators, the COVID19 pandemic is a threat to our health aims and has wrecked havoc 
on our economy. The horrific murder of George Floyd has raised an urgent cry to 
eradicate racist government practices, especially in policing, giving an increased mandate 
for our efforts to ensure just policing practices and to invest in non-policing, community-
led trauma-informed strategies to prevent and interrupt violence. 

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by 
placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are 
some specific ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are 
the main priorities for the City?  

My priorities: 
1. Advancing Community Safety:  This is managing and monitoring the Council’s 

directive to reduce by 50% the general purpose fund investments in policing 
and to redirect those funds to redress harms done to Black residents and 
neighborhoods and assuring the full establishment of the Department of 
Violence Prevention. 

2. COVID19 Relief & Recovery: Working for an equitable response and recovery 
to the pandemic, redressing system racial outcomes and to ensure the timely 
release of Council directed funds to stem displacement and provide support for 
Oakland’s residents, artists and small business owners; advocating for 
additional COVID relief funds for Oakland residents and businesses 

3. Homelessness Response: Working to transform Oakland’s response to the 
homelessness crisis. 

4. Environmental Justice:  Enacting AB617; Advancing our Healthy Homes 
Initiative to reduce lead exposure for youth and remediate lead contamination 
in Oakland homes 
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3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and 
qualifications for the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected 
official, what issues can you point to in your time as an elected official that have 
had a positive impact?  

As a West Oakland resident and a Black mother who lost my son and grandson to gun 
violence, “Black Lives Matter” is not a slogan.  It’s my life’s calling - the reason I get up 
everyday, rooted in love, committed to serve.  
 
I’ve often said I was politicized as an undergraduate at UC Berkeley where I attained my 
BA in Political Science; however, growing up in San Diego I grew up fully aware of racial 
segregation in housing, policing and education.  When my parents purchased our family 
home just north of a freeway that was one the dividing line between the all Black 
neighborhoods that housed the service sector workers that served San Diego’s white 
establishment they were among the “beneficiaries” of the 1968 Housing Rights Act. This 
victory was short lived as the real estate industry enticed the white families to sell low and 
flee to the suburbs.  I watched my white playmates disappear such that by the time I 
enrolled in middle school, our community became home to Black renters as the pattern of 
disinvestment ensued.  This coupled with the Crack epidemic turned our once idyllic 
neighborhood into the “hood.”  The schools declined significantly compelling my parents 
to bus me to predominantly white schools outside of our neighborhood.  And in my senior 
year, the issues of police brutality came to a head with the trial of Sagon Penn, a 
contemporary who shot and killed police officers that abused him during a traffic stop. 
 
I personally know the toll exacted upon families as a result of decades of systemic 
government failure.  We endure environmental and economic injustice; high 
unemployment; discrimination in housing, finance, employment and education; high 
crime and unjust policing. I know the pain of displacement and disinvestment which is 
why for two decades I dedicated my life to developing affordable housing and advocating 
for the needs of low income residents.  
 
In 2012, with no prior political experience, I ran for office to bring my heart and my 
experience to work on challenges confronting my community. Others made big promises 
of rapid change; I committed to build consensus across ideology, race and income groups 
to solve our most pressing problems. Earning my colleagues’ trust, in 2015 I was elected 
Council President (the only first-term legislator or Black woman to hold this critical 
position) and was named SF Business Times’ “Most Influential Women in Bay Area 
Business” and a Sun Reporter “Talented 25 Leader” - an honor I shared with then-Attorney 
General Kamala Harris.  
 
Now in my second term, I’ve surprised even myself as an emerging leader that gets things 
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done. Working with diverse coalitions of residents, faith leaders, educators, workers, 
entrepreneurs, artists and activists I’ve secured progressive victories:  

§ established the Department of Violence Prevention (DVP) and the Reimagining 
Public Safety Taskforce to eliminate the over-policing of Oakland’s Black and 
Brown residents; 

§ pioneered “Compassionate Communities” to innovate a better homeless services 
delivery system;  

§ Enacted impact fees on new development and passed measures to secure millions 
for affordable housing, parks and libraries;  

§ saved Head Start and partnered with Marshawn Lynch to operate the West 
Oakland Youth Center – serving several hundred youth and their families directly 
and providing food support for up to 1000 additional households through a 
partnership with World Central Kitchen and FamFirst foundation for holiday meals;  

§ established the Black Arts District to support Black artists, culture-keepers and 
small businesses; 

§ Shepherded the effort to ban the transport of coal in Oakland (a victory that we 
must now defend); 

§ Co-authored the Protect Oakland Renters Act (Measure JJ) to increase tenant 
protections, stabilize rents and keep Oakland affordable and diverse 

§ Authored 2014 Safety and Services Act (Measure Z) - $25 million for violence 
prevention and safety services 

§ Working to implement AB617 – the Community Air Protection Program – to redress 
decades of air pollution and toxins 

§ Established the West Oakland Job Resource Center, increased funding for 
Workforce development and training for formerly incarcerated 

§ Established the first inter-jurisdictional task force to end sexual exploitation of 
children 

§ Enacted raises, pay equity and eliminated furloughs for City staff in successive 
budget cycles 

§ Increased funding to Day Labor Centers and provided funding for unaccompanied 
minors 

§ Enacted the 2030 Equitable Climate Action Plan (ECAP) 
§ With CARES ACT Funding secured the following 

o Citywide WiFi Initiative to provide broadband service in Oakland’s flatland 
communities in East and West Oakland 

o Established a $6 Million fund to support small businesses, especially those 
businesses that had been denied PPP 

o Established a $1.8 Million relief and recovery fund for Oakland Artists and 
Arts Organizations 

§ Enacted the Fair Chance Housing Ordinance – removing housing barriers for 
formerly incarcerated, returning citizens 

§ Attracted two full service grocers, major retail and two pharmacies 
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4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as 

TOLA, Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, 
Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was 
OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe 
your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your support. 

While I have periodically donated to or renewed memberships with several groups, as an 
elected official I was advised to not actively or formally  participate in discussions of 
planning with the advocacy organizations.  I have actively worked with the following 
organizations on legislation: 

§ Make Oakland Better Now – MOBN has long supported comprehensive 
community safety measures and played an active role in drafting the 2014 Safety 
and Services Act (Measure Z) 

§ OCO / Faith in Action East Bay – this group has played an active role in Oakland’s 
Ceasefire efforts and their leaders advised in the creation of the Department of 
Violence Prevention 

§ Block by Block – was instrumental in the No Coal in Oakland efforts, as well as 
Measure JJ the “Protect Oakland Renters” act that I co-authored as well as support 
for the West Oakland Job Resource Center, a community-led victory to provide 
training and support to make sure that the redevelopment of the Oakland Army 
Base su 

To my knowledge Black Organizing Project has not focused on municipal measures as 
they are primarily focused on OUSD.  We have, however, supported BOP’s efforts to 
transform campus safety with non-policing models.  I value the contributions of each of 
these groups represent vital perspectives in the great diversity of Oakland.  It is important 
that Legislators consider the concerns and problems that they identify and work on 
solutions. 

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland 
based community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range 
from volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league.  

The work of the Council office is almost all encompassing.  Since taking office my outside 
activities have been highly constrained - - and even more so in the 17 months since my 
son was killed.   

§ Member, True Vine ministries volunteering in care efforts for homeless 
communities.   

§ Member, Black Women Organized for Political Action.  
§ Advisory Board Member, Boys & Girls Club of Oakland 
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§ Mentor, the John Maxwell Team  
§ Advisor, Oakland Frontline Healers and Adamika Village 
§ Advisor, Oakland Violence Prevention Coalition  
§ Donor, East Oakland Youth Development Center 

 

6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act 
differently from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How 
much additional revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you 
generate it? 

Understanding the Oakland City Budget has been one of my principal learnings over the 
past 7 years, emerging as the first freshman legislator to carry a successful budget 
amendment.  I was the first legislator to introduce the concept of the “all in” budget – a 
serious attempt to see the budget as the one vote that is best when driven by a consensus 
model that seeks to leverage collective wisdom and diversity of opinion/priority as a 
reflection of the diverse needs and communities that call Oakland home. 

The next budget cycle is expected to be difficult as the economic impacts of COVID19 
remain unknown.  I am proud of the fact that the Equity Caucus insisted on passing a mid 
cycle budget that rejected proposed layoffs and service reductions. 

I am a strong proponent of Proposition 15 – Schools and Communities First – a statewide 
measure that is expected to increase city revenue by at least $50 million annually. This 
will help offset expected revenue losses but will not make up for it. 

I support the Progressive Business Tax concept and look forward to examining how this 
measure could potentially increase revenue if passed by the voters in 2022 but the early 
analysis suggests that overall revenues may be lowered as COVID19-related losses for 
small businesses are expected to be enduring for the next6 – 8 quarters. 

Among the revenue measures I am proud to have worked on and/or supported include: 

§ Measure Z – preserved $22 Million annually 
§ Measure KK – Generated $600 Million for infrastructure, with $150 Million for 

Affordable housing projects 
§ Measure Q – Parks Measure that increased revenue for lighting, landscape, storm 

water and homelessness 
§ Measure D – Library Bond to update and modernize our libraries 

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and 
how would they be implemented and paid for? 

In my time as a City Councilmember, I have worked hard to create an Oakland that allows 
its youth to thrive. I am also a strong supporter of Proposition 15, the Schools and 
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Communities First Initiative, which would bring millions of dollars to our city and schools 
districts every year, much of which is dedicated to serving our young people.  Beyond this 
my team and I are advancing these Top 5 focus areas to improve the quality of life and life 
outcomes for youth: 

1. Safety	–	Assuring	that	young	people	are	safe	from	homicide,	suicide,	bullying,	
domestic/intimate	partner/family	violence,	commercial	sexual	exploitation	and	police	
violence.		I am proud of my work to develop the Department of Violence 
Prevention, providing community-led and holistic approaches to violence 
prevention that do not require police intervention, reducing the likelihood that our 
young people will become pulled into the criminal justice system.	

2. Housing	&	Housing	Stability	–	More	than	50%	of	Oakland	families	are	housing	cost	
burdened	and	there	is	an	estimated	600-	800	youth	who	are	homeless.		At	several	
OUSD	schools	up	to	40%	of	the	families	consider	housing	a	primary	issue	

3. Jobs	&	Household	Income	–	1	in	5	Oakland	youth	go	to	bed	hungry.		Youth	
unemployment	is	more	than	twice	that	of	adults,	and	this	is	particularly	for	Black	
youth.		According	to	the	2018	Equity	Indicators	Report,	one	in	ten	youth	were	neither	
working	nor	in	school	(10.3%).	African	American	youth	were	the	most	likely	to	be	
disconnected	(14.8%),	followed	closely	by	Latino	youth	(13.2%).	Asian	youth	were	the	
least	likely	to	be	disconnected	(5.3%),	while	8.8%	of	White	youth	were	disconnected.	
African	American	youth	were	2.80	times	more	likely	to	be	disconnected	from	both	
work	and	school	than	Asian	youth.	This	outcome	tracks	with	the	education	data	for	
the	groups,	with	the	same	groups	experiencing	the	greatest	disadvantage.	Across	all		
racial	and		ethnic		groups,		about		one	were		not	in		the		labor		force.		Labor		force		
nonin		three		individuals	aged		16		and		older		(32.6%)	participation		was		less	common		
among		Whites	and	Latinos,		28.9%		and		30.9%		respectively.		Higher		percents		of		
African		Americans	(36.7%)		and	Asians	(36.0%)		were		not	in		th	e		labor		force.		African		
Americans	were		1.27		times		more		likely		than	Whites	to	not	be		in	the		labor		force.		
African	Americans	were	the	most	likely	to	be	unemployed	(8.9%)	and	Whites	the	least	
likely	(4.2%).	The	unemployment	rate	among	Latinos	(4.5%)	was	similar	to	that	of	
Whites,	while	a	slightly	higher	percent	of	Asians	were	unemployed	(5.8%).	African	
Americans	were	2.12	times	more	likely	than	Whites	to	be	unemployed.		And	Oakland	
scored	lowest	on	Financial	Health	(banking,		income,		and		poverty).		Of	biggest	
concern	for	youth	and	their	families	is	income.	The	median	income	for	White	
households	was	highest	($110,000)	and	the	median	income	for	African	American	
households	was	lowest	($37,500).	The	median	income	for	Asian	households	($76,000)	
was	similar	to	the	citywide	median	income	($73,200),	while	Latino	households	fell	
below	the	citywide	median	with	a	median	income	of	$65,000.	The	median	income	for	
White	households	was	2.93	times	the	median	income	of	African	American	households.	

4. Environmental	Hazards	–		
2018	Equity	Indicators	report	measured	inequity	in	Environmental	Health	–	Pollution	
Burden.		Pollution		burden		is	calculated		by		the		Office		of		Environmental		Health		
Hazard		Assessment’s	CalEnviroScreen		3.0	to	measure	pollution		burden		as	a		
combined		score		that		includes	Indicators		of		potential		exposures	to	pollutants		and		
environmental		conditions	(e.g.,		ozone,	pesticides,		toxic		releases,		traffic,		hazardous	
waste).		The		pollution		burden		scores	are		averaged	by		majority		race/ethnicity		of		
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Oakland		census	tracts.		The		pollution		burden		score		in		majority		Asian		census	tracts		
was		1.63		times		higher	than		the		score		in		majority		White		census		tracts.		
	
Another	area	of	Environmental	concern	is	Lead	poisoning.		Due	a	long	history	of	
environmental	racism,	Oakland’s	impacted	zip	codes	have	lead	poisoning	levels	
greater	than	Flint’s.		Lead	poisoning	is	associated	with	numerous	maladies	including	
low	academic	achievement,	anger,	depression	and	premature	death.		Concerns	of	
carcinogens	and	cancer	rates	have	resurgence	with	the	discovery	of	TCE	at	
McClymonds	High	School,	where	three	students	have	died	from	cancer	in	as	many	
years.		A priority of mine is enacting AB617 – an initiative to redress air pollution 
and air toxins and my work as a member of Alameda County Lead Poisoning 
Prevention JPA advancing our Healthy Homes Initiative, which would reduce lead 
exposure for youth and remediate lead contamination in Oakland homes.	
	

5. Built	Environment	&	Transportation.	Oakland’s	streets	are	dangerous	for	pedestrians	
and	we	have	low	equity	scores	for	public	transit	access	for	our	young	people.		These	
concerns	impact	quality	of	life,	mental	health	and	access	to	education	and	job	
opportunities.		We	must	address	traffic	safety,	access	and	mobility	throughout	the	
Town.	

8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the 
OPD? Do you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from 
prosecution if they participate in a restorative justice program? 

On June 10,  the Oakland City Council unanimously enacted Resolution 88167 CMS, 
my “Zero Tolerance Policy for Racists Practices, Behaviors and Actions” legislation 
wherein I note: “modern police departments originated from Slave patrols and Night 
Watches that were used to control the free movement and behaviors of African, Native 
American and other non-Anglo immigrants, establishing centuries of racism, bias, and 
disparate treatment in policing of Black and Brown communities….as early as the 
1920s when the Klu Klux Klan was still active in the city of Oakland, city leaders 
recruited white Southerners to the Oakland Police Department, establishing within the 
department a culture of controlling the Black population so much so that in 1966 the 
Black Panther Party for Self Defense was formed decrying the Oakland police as an 
occupying force in the Black community.”  I further noted that “a 2006 bulletin, the 
FBI details the threat of white nationalists and skinheads infiltrating police in order to 
disrupt investigations against fellow members and recruit other supremacists. The 
bulletin was released during a period of scandal for many law enforcement agencies 
throughout the country, including a neo-Nazi gang formed by members of the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department who harassed Black and Latinx communities. 

For many years community policing advocates, both civilian and law enforcement 
reformers, have sought to improve police-community relations without a full 
acknowledgement of the philosophies, teachings and biases that are part of the fabric 
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of departments. 

In Oakland, as in most other American cities, the relationship between OPD and 
residents differed widely on race, class and geography.  There are Black families in the 
affluent communities who fear police; and Black families in the flatlands that demand 
increased police presence to address crime, violence and intimidation that occurs in 
their neighborhoods. 

Over the past seven years the Council has sought to have greater influence in bringing 
OPD into compliance with the Court-ordered reforms, this includes authorizing the 
nation’s largest and longest implicit bias examination and training, passing community 
policing policies, establishing the Privacy Advisory Commission, establishing the 
Police Commission and with the commission making changes to policing policies. 

I am a strong proponent of Restorative Justice programs. 

 

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission?  Absolutely, I am very 
proud of my work that shepherded this landmark legislation to an 8-0 vote of the 
Council and to an 88% victory at the ballot box.  I am please to stand with the 
Police Commission in seeking to clarify the 2016 measure and to strengthening its 
independence which will be before voters November 3. 

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 
problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, 
family court, etc.) This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or 
opposed, or do you have another option that you support?  

 Yes I support shifting budgets away from police and restoring funding for non-policing 
supports.  This is why I led the effort to create the Department of Violence Prevention 
in 2017, and included a full citywide funding for MACRO as opposed to just the East 
Oakland pilot that was proposed by the Mayor and Council President Kaplan. 

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in 
Oakland (www.nocoalinoakland.info): 

         Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll 
Plaza, how do you think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the 
terminal should be resolved?    I do not support the shipping of coal through our 
Oakland communities. In 2016, I voted to enact a ban on the transport and storage 
of coal and pet coke, and I will continue to oppose the shipping of coal. 

 

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support 
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this ID system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and 
be usable to cash a check?  

 Although I am not actively working on this issue, I support a municipal ID that will be 
accepted by local institutions. As I understand it, Oakland’s ID requires some form of 
other government ID, which defeats the purpose of the program.  And we need to find a 
lower cost version of this system.   

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a 
controlling role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your 
thoughts and views about holding the developers accountable to the city's 
zoning, code, and permit regulations?  

I support continuing to uphold our zoning and permit regulations to ensure that our 
communities have control over changes in their neighborhoods, especially in my West 
Oakland neighborhoods. In particular, I support having community-led processes to 
ensure that we receive community benefits from any new development projects, led by 
those most impacted by these developments. During my time on City Council, I have 
pushed for developers, working within the city’s existing regulations, to implement 
community benefits into their developments, and I have ensured that my staff has 
participated in any community benefits processes in my district. 

 

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have 
been in the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants 
are protected and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse 
city?  

I was the co-author of Measure JJ and believe we need to strengthen tenant protections 
and find greater regulation on corporate/hedge fund owners. There needs to be a 
regulatory environment that will do better than leaving these matters to the courts where 
tenant protection is expensive. We also need to make sure we don’t weaponize wealthy 
tenants over low income, low asset elderly Black homeowners - a noted trend across the 
Bay and the nation. 

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, 
eviction control and other local tenants rights regulations? 

I support enacting a rolling date for implementing rent control, as opposed to Oakland’s 
current set date in which only buildings built prior to 1983 are eligible. 

 

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing 
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about the environment? 

o As a supporter of the establishment of the Department of Transportation, I 
am looking forward to furthering the complete streets goal 

o The City should implement a public lands policy that includes redressing 
economic harms to the Black community. The current framework as 
proposed failed to address Black contracting and workers. Eager to see the 
advocates return to Council with a solid commitment that public land will 
address this specific concern. 

o The City should encourage infill housing to allow more people to live near 
where they work, decrease commute times, and increase usage of public 
transportation 

o Following information provided to the Council in public testimony during 
the Public Hearing on risks, I found that the transport of coal poses a 
significant risk to the residents in District 3. 

o We must get a handle on trucking, expanding public transit and helping 
industries embrace new technologies. 

o I am honored to serve on the Alameda County Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Joint Powers Authority where we oversee the County’s Healthy Homes 
department and work to ensure training and education on lead pain 
remediation in older homes. Our goal is to eliminate lead hazards for youth 
and their families. 

o Enact the policies and priorities of the 2030 ECAP. 

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the 
City of Oakland? 

I support the concept of a Public Bank and believe that the County is best 
positioned to actually implement this.  The City of Oakland struggles too much 
with providing basic services, experiences too much legislative, administration and 
Executive turn-over for me to believe that we have the bandwidth, expertise or 
capacity to operate a bank well.  Just consider how troubled the organization is 
with respect to collecting development impact fees and you’ll understand why 
Oakland is not positioned to credibly take on an initiative of this magnitude. 

18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If 
so, how? Yes.  And, we need to provide an alternative access to capital for poor 
families.   

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about 
city government? How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

When talking to residents in District 3, I often hear people’s simultaneous love of 
their City – the people, the culture, its resilience – in conjunction with their 
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dissatisfaction with its current state. Long-term residents have watched as 
homelessness increases and change does not benefit everyone equally. Oakland’s 
deep, long-term commitment to activism has shown itself in recent months, 
demonstrating Oaklanders’ dissatisfaction with our status quo. What I hear from my 
constituents, though, is a deep pride, hope, and commitment to working in 
conjunction with our government to make Oakland a city where all who wish to 
live here are welcomed, honored, and supported. 
 
I am proud of the fact that six of the past seven years a majority of residents found 
that Oakland was on the right track, moving in the right direction.  Some of that 
confidence has eroded given the conflict between the Council President and mayor 
and some poor management of the Council agendas.  The Council must work 
better with the Administration and Mayor to respond to COVID to assure public 
confidence. 

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and 
accessible to the citizens of Oakland 

I am proud of my commitment to consistent contact and collaboration with my 
constituents. Fundamentally, I see this accountability and accessibility as the job of 
a City Councilmember. I prioritize my staff members’ and my own participation in 
neighborhood councils and community meetings to maintain a pulse on the 
concerns and solutions of my constituents. Before taking votes or crafting bills, I 
reach out to my constituents from throughout the district and with diverse 
perspectives to gauge what types of solutions my constituents want to see come 
from the Council. 

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office 
holders? Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you 
work with? 

Over the years I have been known as the bridge builder, a woman of deep empathy 
and genuine respect for every member of the council, staff, administration and 
public.  I have built strong legislative teams with almost every member of the body, 
co-authoring and supporting keystone progressive legislation.  And, I am proud to 
be a member of the Equity Caucus, consisting of the Council members representing 
Oakland’s flatlands. We have pioneered legislation focusing on improving the lives 
of the primarily Black and Brown individuals living in the flatlands.  This group 
meeting and strategizing together has resulted in the largest investment in 
Oakland’s most troubled neighborhoods and for the first time, a response to our 
needs as prioritized through the 2018 Equity Indicators Report.  

 

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse 
you? Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to 
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local races? Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and 
note that this year the City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City 
Attorney. 

§ Councilmember Ben Bartlett 
§ Councilmember John Bauters 
§ Supervisor Keith Carson 
§ Councilmember Noel Gallo 
§ Trustee Linda Handy 
§ Director James Harris 
§ Director Jumoke Hinton Hodge 
§ Councilmember Dan Kalb 
§ Director William Patterson 
§ Director Robert Rayburn 
§ Councilmember Larry Reid 
§ Director Lateefah Simon 
§ Senator Nancy Skinner 
§ Councilmember Loren Taylor 
§ Superintendent Tony Thurmond 
§ Mayor Michael Tubbs 
§ Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 
§ Director Gary Yee 

 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? 
How much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? 
Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would 
refuse to accept (if any). 

Campaign	Budget	 $153,000		

Funds	Raised	to	date	 $110,000	

Funds raised are typically from individuals, friends & family members, small 
business owners, public employees and the faith communities.  The average 
donation to my campaign is about $200. 

I do not accept funds from police or polluting industries. 

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship 
between the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the 
Auditor and City Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city 
charter?  

I believe Oakland’s charter is difficult because there is no clear authority for the 
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Council and no absolute financial control for the Mayor.  I believe the elected City 
Attorney is problematic in that there is no guarantee of fidelity to the legislative 
priorities of the Council and no direct client relationship between the attorney and 
the council or mayor, or administrator or public commissions. 

Changes to the charter are necessary.  However, I do not believe there is sufficient 
political will or trust to fix the 1998 charter that was designed to balance power 
between CM de la Fuente, Mayor Jerry Brown and reward CM John Russo with the 
elected attorney’s position.  There remains too much purity testing on the left, with 
minor policy differences becoming divisive to groups that should be allied.  

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what 
kind? Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional 
rights and getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend 
(https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)? 

I have Taken the Pledge to Amend. 

    26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 

 

    27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation 
if you want to add one: 

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? Yes 

 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights?  I am not fully aware of 
all of the provisions, I support amendments to make officers accountable, require 
reporting of officer involved injuries and that work records are not sealed. 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis?  Yes 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? Yes, and I support RCV for Federal 
Presidential elections. 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation?  

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation? Yes  

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? Yes 
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h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy? Yes 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police 
Department? Yes 

 

--  
Our county party is committed to the Ten Key Values of the Green Party of 
California: ecological wisdom, sustainability, social justice, grassroots 
democracy, respect for diversity, decentralization, community-based 
economics, non-violence, local and global responsibility and feminism. 
 
Connect with Us 
http://www.acgreens.org 
acgreens1992@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/230759976959962/ 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


