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Oakland City Council District 7 Questionnaire

Name:  Marcie Hodge, PsyD.

Address 7509 Mac Arthur Blvd Oakland CA 94605

Phone: 510-325-8723

Email: Marciehodge@msn.com

Website: http://www.hodge4oakland2020.com

Current occupation: Non-profit Executive Director

 

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted positions.

Answers need not be exhaustive; the goal is to let you make yourself clear on the issues facing 

the city.

For the yes/no questions, please answer "yes" or "no" and if you wish to add to your answer, feel 

free to do so.

 

1.     Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 

incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? As a life-long 

resident of the city of Oakland and local business owner I am concerned about the direction 

the city is heading. Affordable housing, jobs and safety are 3 major issues that continue to 

concern me. I am running because I have a desire to see Oakland succeed. I would be a 

council member who is responsive to all constituents and would vote for what's best for 

Distric 7 and the city.

 

 

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new 

ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas you intend 

to pursue if elected?  Meeting with constituents, utilizing an open door policy and ensuring 

what I pursue as an elected official is in line with what the community wants. District 7 
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concerns are loud and clear, combating homelessness, neighborhood safety, blight removal 

and job creation are paramount.   What do you believe are the main priorities for the City? 

Homelessness, job creation, blight removal and neighborhood safety.

 

Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office 

of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can you point to in your 

time as an elected official that have had a positive impact? I’m fortunate to have been given the 

opportunity to serve my community in a variety of ways; chief among them is my tenure as 

Peralta Community College Trustee and member of the City of and Oakland Finance 

Committee.

 

 

Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, Make 

Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone Democratic Renewal 

Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, 

REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of 

your support. No. I am running a grassroots campaign, as a lifelong resident, Oakland is 

facing many  challenges I believe the Green Party with the organizations energy and 

commitment can support my campaign so that District 7 and the city of Oakland can move 

forward with the understanding Oakland has had leadership leading  us into a dismal 

position, financially, neighborhoods that are safe and rid of blight, increased homelessness 

and lack of affordable housing.

 

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 

community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from volunteering in 

your school to being in your church baseball league. I am an active member of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha in which I have chaired many committees and served as an officer. Through my 

chapter I have worked on initiatives such as, women’s healthcare and wellness, building 

economic legacy, supporting and encouraging the arts, and targeting focused on global 

impact issues. I am  also a member of the Eden Rose Chapter of the Links Incorporated. I  

also serve as special assistant to her Pastor of Prayer Mission Church, which was 

established by her grandparents and mother over 47 years ago in the city of East Oakland.
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6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently 

from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional revenue should 

the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? Yes, I would first encourage that the 

budget is given to the public and council members with enough time to process the overall 

suggestions. The city must attempt to take in enough funds to replenish the reserve funds, 

that number is unclear at this time. I would support a small sales tax to assist in increasing 

revenues.

 

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how would 

they be implemented and paid for? I would support paid internships for Oakland’s youth who 

are interested in learning and investing in understanding city government and the 

intricacies that make the city work.

 

Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? I believe 

relationships between police and residents are mixed, some residents have a positive 

relationship while others have a negative view of the police due to tense interactions. Do you 

suggest any changes? The country is undergoing thoughtful examination of biases facing 

people of color, police are called on to be accountable in our communities. I believe police 

officers should live in the communities they serve while also requiring officers provide 

community policing rather than in many cases creating an adversarial relationship. Do you 

support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a restorative justice 

program?  Yes.

 

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? Yes.

 

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain problems in 

a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, etc.)

This is one form of defunding the police. Yes. Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have 

another option that you support?  I believe police officers hired must be required to hold an 

insurable bond worth 1 million dollars; a bond required for officers will create 

accountability with each officer's actions when engaging the community. The officer would 

be mindful  of his/her actions and  would understand that any lawsuit lost due to their 
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actions would ignite their individual policy paying ! of the settlement. I strongly believe 

that this would reduce  false arrests, wrongful deaths, and or harm to an individual 

unjustified.

 

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland 

(<http://www.nocoalinoakland.info>www.nocoalinoakland.info):

         Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you 

think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved?  Coal 

should not be allowed in any capacity that would be harmful to Oakland residents.

 

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  I would support efforts for 

individuals to secure identification. How can we support this ID system so that it will be 

accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash a check?  Oakland will need 

to partner with local agencies to ensure residents have a wide range of access to allow 

residents to truly integrate into society.   

 

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling role in 

shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about holding the 

developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations? Developers must 

benefit Oakland, I believe Developers must adhere and be accountable to the city's 

regulations.

 

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in the 

news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected and that 

Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city? I support Tenant Protection , Rent 

Adjustments and Just Cause Eviction are important protections needed.

 

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction 

control and other local tenants rights regulations? No.
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16. Environment – What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about the 

environment? I believe Oakland is moving in the right direction. I support ideas such as 

requiring large businesses to report how much energy they are using and encourage local 

businesses to reduce energy usage each year.  I would support a green abatement for green 

roofs, reducing greenhouse emissions etc., these are areas Oakland can continue to support 

and work toward improving the environment.

 

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of 

Oakland? I support this idea.

 

18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  Yes. If so, 

how?  Requiring an increase of tax, and instituting penalties for payday lenders whose fees 

are above local banking fees.

 

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 

government? Residents are lukewarm about the city govt. How would you rate the satisfaction 

level? Level 5, not happy, not satisfied.

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the 

citizens of Oakland. Having an open door policy and being accessible to my constituents will 

allow for accountability.

 

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? 

Amicable relationship that allows me to work with whether we are on the same page or 

opposing sides. Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

At this time I believe most of my colleagues who are invested in Oakland’s success and its 

residents prosper will be open to working with me.  

 

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Former Mayor of Richmond Irma Anderson 
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and many local Pastors in Oakland.  Who do you expect to endorse you? I am working on 

additional endorsements from local elected officials.  Who are you endorsing, from statewide 

races all the way down ballot to local races? No one at this time. Include your #2 and 3 choices (if 

applicable) for your own race and note that this year the City races are Council seats, School 

Board seats and City Attorney. At this time I have not made a decision.

 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? $1,000 How 

much money do you plan to raise? $25,000 Where will the money come from? Fundraisers, 

from local businesses and residents.  Describe sources of financial contributions for your 

campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). I anticipate I will receive money from 

residents of Oakland, family and small local businesses.

 

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between the 

Council and Mayor? At times it is a tense relationship, while other times it is collaborative. Any 

comments on the same question for the Auditor and City Attorney? No comments. Are there any 

changes you would propose to the city charter? Not at this time.

 

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? Yes. If so, what kind? 

Reducing the amount that special interest can give to a candidate.  Do you support amending the 

Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and getting money out of politics? Yes. Have 

you Taken the Pledge to Amend (<https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend>https://

movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)? Not at this time.

 

    26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? No.

 

    27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want 

to add one:

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? Yes.
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b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? Yes.

 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate a foreclosure crisis? Yes.

 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? NO, I believe Rank Choice is a system most voters 

don't fully understand.

 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation? Yes, I believe all voters deserve 

representation.

 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?  Yes, I believe the idea is forward thinking 

and municipalities who are in charge of purchasing electricity.

 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? Yes.

 

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy?  The potential of the city 

eliminating this policy is concerning to me and the city should continue in protecting the 

rights of its residents.

 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? Yes, we 

must reimagine how police is trained and how police - police our communities. We must also 

consider how our communities can be served in other capacities that work and are 

responsive to the needs of the people.


