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New Haven School Board Questionnaire

Name: Michael Gonzales

Phone: 323.718.1501

email: mikegeela@gmail.com

Website: https://mikeg4newhaven.com/

    1. Please provide a very brief summary of your background and qualifications for New Haven 

Unified School District Board. If you are a current elected official, what successes could you point 

to in your time as an elected office?

I am a proud third generation Union City resident and I am a public school teacher. I have served on 

leadership positions such as; president of our school site council, vice-chair of our school PTA, school 

site representative for United Teachers of Los Angeles, California Teachers Association State Council 

Delegate, vice-chair of the CTA Hispanic Caucus, president of the Pacoima Neighborhood Council, chair 

of the PNC Education Committee, committee member of the CTA R.E.A.C. Racial Equity Affairs 

Committee, and UTLA P.C.O.C. Parent Community Organizer Committee.

    2. Why did you choose to run for NHUSD Board? What strengths/skills would you bring to the 

it?

I moved away from Union City for 18 years and it was always my plan to come back home and serve on 

the New Haven School Board.  I am running because historically the New Haven School Board has made 

horrible decisions that don’t serve the Union City community.  For the last 14 years I have been fighting 

against the privatization of public education in Los Angeles, and I have won many battles.  I believe I am 

a natural organizer because I was at three different school sites across the city of LA and I was always 

elected to Union Site Rep.  I was on the P.C.O.C. Parent Community Organizing Committee for UTLA 

representing the whole San Fernando Valley.  I was a full time CTA Campaign Organizer for Proposition 

30 & No on Prop. 32 in 2012.  For 2 years in 2010-2012 during LAUSD’s horrible Public School Choice 

I organized a team and wrote a school plan for a brand new school.  Our plan had to compete with private 

charters and we won.  

    3. Have you been affiliated with any local civic, citizen, or environmental advocacy groups? 

I am affiliated with the United Teachers of Los Angeles, California Teachers Association, Pacoima 

Neighborhood Council, CTA Hispanic Caucus, CTA Racial Equity Affairs Committee, and the UTLA La 

Raza Committee.



2

   4. What endorsements have you received so far (from either groups or individuals)? 

These are some of the prominent endorsers of me.  New Haven Teachers Association, Vice President of 

the California Teachers Association David Goldberg, President of Oakland Education Association Keith 

Brown,  Board of Supervisors of Alameda County District 2 Richard Valle, Co-founder of the Brown 

Berets & one of the “Eastside 13” during the East LA Walkouts, and President of the United Teachers of 

Los Angeles Cecily Myart-Cruz.

    5. What are some of the most important issues in the NHUSD Public Schools that need to be 

addressed, and what creative ideas can you offer to address them? 

   Currently the New Haven School Board does not have a relationship with the New Haven Teachers 

Association and it is a problem when the board dictates directives to the teachers.  If you don’t trust and 

want to work with the teachers, how are the schools going to be successful?  We are in a pandemic 

teaching virtually and the board needs to work with everyone.  I think I have an advantage because I 

taught virtual distance learning and I work with the community.  As leaders on the current board they are  

experimenting with our students’ education, and we need people like me who are practitioners of digital 

resources knowing what works and doesn’t work.  I have a huge network of colleagues across the state 

who know what works and doesn’t work. 

    6. How much money do you currently plan to devote to your campaign? Are your donors publicly 

listed on your website? 

I would say I need $6,000 to run a successful campaign.  When I raise $2,000 I will file my Ca 460 Form.  

I have a very grassroots campaign.  The Ca 460 Form will disclose all my donors.  I will not take money 

from corporate private charters.

    7. Do you consider environmental education as part of your vision for the public schools? If so, 

how would these concerns be implemented? 

I consider environmental education as part of my vision for public schools.  When I served on the 

Pacoima Neighborhood Council we fought against the California High-Speed Rail Authority.  The 

C.H.S.R.A. were putting a train route through the middle of Pacoima. The city of Pacoima is literally 

surrounded by freeways; the 5, the 210, the 118, and Sheldon St.  The CHSRA didn’t care that Pacoima is 

a heavily populated people of color community.

When UTLA went on strike in 2019 we won in our strike agreement green spaces for our schools.  A part 

of going on strike was for green spaces for our schools. 

Currently in Union City the state is trying to build a freeway from 880 to Mission Blvd.  This would take 

out green space like Quarry Lakes and one of the last farms in Union City.  I am against this! 
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    8. Would you favor developing school community gardens to teach environmentally sound 

practices? 

I favor developing school community gardens to teach students about environmentally sound practices.  

Every school I taught at we got a grant for a school garden.

    9. Do you have ideas for further implementing the a commitment to the idea of "no room for 

racism"? If so, how would this be done?

One of the many campaigns I fought for in UTLA was stopping the random searches at LAUSD schools.  

The problem was the random searches were not random, they targeted students of color.  Before the 

murder of George Floyd and the BLM movement took off we the Unity Teachers of Los Angeles got the 

mayor Eric Garcetti of LA to change the city budget on funding police.  Right when the pandemic started 

all LA city workers were taking cuts but Garcetti increased the budget for LADP.  UTLA called a press 

conference and he changed it the next day.  Since the murder of George Floyd the major has made more 

cuts to the LADP.  When I was on the Racial Equity Affairs Committee we advocated, promoted, 

recommended, monitored our community and pushed back on issues that were “no room for racism” in 

education.

   10. Would you take a stand against for-profit charter schools, even if doing so were to contradict 

federal policy?

Don’t get me started with taking a stand against for-profit corporate charter schools.  I taught in Los 

Angeles where we have the most private corporate charter schools in the country.  I have been fighting 

against them my entire career.  I was a UTLA Charter School Organizer.  This means I would go to 

charter schools and try to organize the charter teachers to try to form a union.  A major victory last year 

was the Alliance teachers won their PERB charge against the Alliance of Charter Schools.

   11. Do you support further expanding recent local community efforts to pre-register 16 and 17-

year old students to vote?

I support expanding recent local community efforts to pre-register 16 & 17 year old students to vote.

   12. Finally, is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about you, your campaign, 

or your qualifications? 

In conclusion, I have spent my entire career fighting for progressive funding for public education.  

California has a major problem with per pupil spending on students and we are on the bottom of the 

nation.  I have worked on the Millionaire’s Tax Coalition, Proposition 30, Make It Fair Campaign, and 

now Schools & Community First Proposition 15.  As much as I want to get elected to the New Haven 
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School Board Trustee Area 3 we have to get Proposition 15 to pass.  Proposition 15 brings in $11.5 billion 

a year and makes major corporations pay their fair share.  I would be honored to get the Green Party of 

Alameda County endorsement.  I will not let you down.


