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Oakland School Board Questionnaire

Name: Mike Hutchinson 

Phone: 510 853-2911

E-mail: Mikehutchinson4schoolboard@gmail

Website: https://www.facebook.com/MikeHutchinson4SchoolBoard/

Preface note:  We realize that beyond certain specific references to the pandemic, that many of the 

questions below will also relate to the crisis in which we find ourselves.

1.Motivation: Why do you choose to run?

I was born and raised in Oakland, and am a proud graduate of Oakland Public Schools. I worked in 

Oakland’s public schools and with Oakland’s youth for 20 years, and for the past eight years I have 

worked as a public education organizer and advocate, while also actively attending every Oakland School 

Board Meeting.  I am deeply concerned about the state of public education in Oakland, especially during 

the Covid-19 pandemic, but we have a chance with November’s elections to chart a new course for 

OUSD.  I will work to end school closures and financial mismanagement, facilitate authentic community 

engagement where the community is included as partners and decision makers, and ensure that we create 

sustainable community schools in every neighborhood.  I strongly believe that every child in Oakland has 

the right to a high quality public education.  Vote Mike Hutchinson for quality, public, neighborhood 

schools.

2. Qualifications: Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 

school board member.

I am proud to say that I was born, raised, and educated in Oakland.  I attended Crocker Highlands, 

McChesney Jr. High, Oakland High, and graduated from Skyline, before going on to UC Berkeley.  My 

mother was a teacher in Oakland and an active OEA member for 40 years.  My father was an instructor at 

Laney College for over twenty years.  Even my brother was a teacher in Oakland before leaving teaching 

to become a lawyer.  I spent over 20 years working and volunteering in Oakland’s schools and with our 

youth.  I have been engaged with OUSD and the school board since I was an OUSD student.  In 2011-12 

my engagement increased when the two schools that I had worked at since 2001 Maxwell Park and Santa 

Fe were part of the five schools threatened with closure. I became very involved in the fight to stop the 

school closures.  Since 2012 I’ve worked to save and improve public education in Oakland.  I’ve actively 

attended nearly every school board meeting, testified at the Department of Education in Washington D.C. 
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about the damage caused by school closures and charter schools in Oakland, co -founded OPEN and 

became a founding member of the Journey for Justice National Alliance, and ran for school board in 2012 

and 2016. 

3. Programs and Priorities: Elected office provides the opportunity to pro actively lead by placing new 

ideas for consideration and development. What do you believe are the main priorities for the School 

Board?

I plan on leading the school board to take four actions to stabilize OUSD, envision the kind of public 

education system we want, and then collectively build the schools we deserve.

1.  The school board is mismanaging OUSD.  If elected I will stop the current plans to close public 

schools and sell OUSD property.  I will also launch a full audit of OUSD and reprioritize the budget to 

restore funding to our schools, and increase the amount of resources we spend directly on students.

2. Oakland has the highest rate of charter schools in California.  If elected I will fully implement and 

enforce AB 1505, which will greatly limit new charters schools and charter school growth in Oakland.  I 

will also use AB 1505 to close low performing charter schools through a strengthened renewal process.

3.  I will work to create an authentic community engagement process where the community is treated as 

partners and decision makers.  

4.  Oakland needs to re-envision public education.  If elected I will begin to pilot Sustainable Community 

Schools.  Sustainable Community Schools are an evidence-based school improvement model that offers 

the whole-child education strategies of a full service community schools; and engages the school 

community in the process of designing and implementing six key pillars to school success:

1. Engaging, culturally relevant and challenging curriculum

2. High quality teaching

3. Wrap-around supports for every child

4. Student centered climate

5. Authentic parent and community engagement

6. Inclusive school leadership
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Together we can reclaim our public education system.  We can understand what’s happened, collectively 

decide what’s best moving forward, and then begin to build the schools we need and deserve.

4. Handling the Pandemic: In the current crisis, please reflect on the process of reopening schools and 

related issues such as distance learning.

I will prioritize the health and safety of students, families, and staff by following all CDC and California 

Department of Education guidelines for the reopening of schools. Once the guidelines have been met, 

there must be full testing and PPE provided to all students and staff and protocols must be in place for if/

when a student or staff member tests positive for Covid-19.  The school board must ensure that every 

school has a plan for social distancing, hand washing, hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies, and a daily deep 

cleaning before they are reopened.  Any distance learning or hybrid plan must be equitable and 100% 

accessible regardless of income, language, or ability.

5. School Evaluation: How do you assess the overall state of the OUSD? Identify successes and 

shortcomings.  

The current school board has mismanaged OUSD and although there are many success, the 

mismanagement has led to OUSD failing to meet many of the basic needs of our students and 

families.  We can and must do better.

6. Budget: What changes in the OUSD budget would you suggest, especially in light of the current 

economic crisis? Why has the District faced ongoing budgetary problems, identified as shortfalls? 

I have been tracking the OUSD budget for years. OUSD does not have a financial crisis, they have a 

mismanagement crisis.  In 2017-18 OUSD had a $29M surplus and in 2018-19 OUSD had a $21M 

surplus and ended the year with over $70M in the ending fund balance, according to the official budget 

numbers.  I will launch a full forensic audit, reprioritize the $80M plus OUSD spends on police, 

consultants and outside contracts, and create a community participatory  budget process.  I will prioritize 

spending to greatly increase per pupil spending and student services and supports.

7. Greater Resources: What possible added/ new sources of revenue would you prioritize? 

I will advocate for increased state and federal funding and increasing taxes on the wealthy and 

corporations like Prop 15 proposes.  I don’t believe OUSD should be in the business of revenue 

generation and I will not sell nor approve a long term lease for OUSD property.

8. School Properties: What are your thoughts on maintaining current District sites/ properties, including 

their possible sale?
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I will not sell OUSD property.

9. Colocations: What is your evaluation of collocation of public and charter schools?

Charter schools are not public schools and they should not be allowed to displace our public schools by 

“co-locating” on a public school campus.  I have supported many schools in organizing to stop a charter 

school from being co-located on their campus.  If elected I will work to stop charter co-locations under 

Prop 39.

10. Charter Schools: What is your general view of OUSD policy on charter schools? Do you favor a 

moratorium on charters? Do you distinguish between different types of charters?

Charter schools are not public schools.  I was involved in a state wide network that worked to get AB 

1505 passed.  If elected I will fully enforce AB 1505 which will prevent new charters in Oakland and 

close the lowest performing charters when theY come up for renewal.  

11. Discipline: What are your thoughts on the current OUSD policy on suspensions? What role do you see 

for restorative justice programs?

I support police free schools and BOP’s Peoples Plan for Police Free Schools.  After the People's Plan is 

fully implement, then we can readdress the suspension policy and determine if further restorative 

programs are needed beyond what the People’s Plan calls for.

12. Truancy and Drop Outs: What ideas do you have for dealing with truancy and with drop outs?

My first idea would be to build Sustainable Community Schools that have culturally relevant curriculum, 

teachers that are reflective of the students and full wrap around services.

13. Central Office Resources: How do you see the allocations for central office funding and resources for 

school sites?

We need to maximize the amount of resources ping to our school sites and we also need a fully staffed 

central office.  I would stop the reliance on consultants and outside contracts.

14. Community Schools: What are your views on the potential of‘community schools and what resources 

would be required?

I what to adopt Sustainable Community Schools as OUSD’s school redesign model. Sustainable 

Community Schools are being created all over the country.  In Chicago Sustainable Community Schools 

receive an extra $500,000 per year and I would look to replicate that in Oakland.

15. School Day Learning Environment: What are your thoughts on the length of the school day and class 

size reduction (both in this crisis period and beyond)?
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The length of the school day is a complicated issue, and would require a community conversation before 

any decisions were made.  Class sizes should be greatly reduced through all grades and given that when 

schools reopen we will likely need social distancing, it is important that we start planning for classes of 

10-15.

16. Vocational Education/ Electives: What do you see as the future of vocational education in OUSD? 

How would you strengthen electives curriculum?

There is currently a strong building trades pathway.  I would be on the current pathways, add a more 

stronger green technology pathway, and partner with Peralta Colleges.  Also some of the Sustainable 

Community Schools may to decide to focus on a variety of electives and different pathways.

17. Labor: How do you view the relationship between OUSD and its unionized bargaining units, 

especially in this time of crisis?

OUSD and especially the current school board have not had a good relationship with the 7 bargaining 

units.  I am honored to say that OUSD’s two biggest unions OEA and SEIU 1021 have endorsed my ca

18. City/OUSD Relations: How should the city of Oakland support OUSD and other youth related 

programs?

The city should fully fund youth programs, libraries, and park and rec.  The city should also consult 

OUSD around issues like development and zoning.  Lastly the city should fund as many services in 

support of families and students as possible so the financial burden doesn’t fall on OUSD, things like 

bussing or crossing guards.

19. Accountability: How do you see yourself as accountable to the people of Oakland and how might this 

relate to your dealings with the District Superintendent and staff?

I will remain accountable to the community.  I will hold a monthly community meeting and I will be a 

regular visitor at the District 5 schools.  The school board sets the policy and the superintendent 

implements that policy and directs the staff. If the school board determines that the superintendent has not 

done a good job then they hold the superintendent accountable.

20. Campaign Finance: Would you accept corporate/foundation funding in your campaign, especially 

from groups supporting charter schools? How much do you hope to raise?

No.  $25,000.

21. Money in Politics: Would you support amending the US Constitution to end unlimited corporate 

funding rights and get big money out of politics?
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Yes.

22. Endorsements: Who has endorsed you so far and by whom do you expect to be endorsed? Whom are 

you endorsing?

Some of the endorsements we’ve earned to date:

Oakland Education Association (OEA)

SEIU 1021

Network for Public Education Action 

East Bay DSA

Labor Slate

Oakland Green Party

Educators for Democratic Schools 

Block By Block Organizing Network 

Action 2020

Keith Brown, OEA President 

Consuelo Lara, West Contra Costa School Board Trustee

Carroll Fife, Director at ACCE, organizer with moms4housing, Oakland City Council D3 candidate

Cat Brooks, Co-Founder APTP, candidate for Oakland Mayor 

Jitu Brown, National Director Journey for Justice Alliance

Alison Collins San Francisco School Board Commissioner

Lateefah Simon, President BART Board of Directors representing District 7, member of the California 

State University’s Board of Trustees, President of the Akonadi Foundation

Dan Siegel, civil rights attorney, Oakland School Board Director (former)

John Jones III, community organizer and advocate 
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Bobbi Lopez, community organizer and advocate 

Dr. Frank Adamson, Professor of Education Leadership 

Maria De Los Angeles, Vice Chair of the Alameda County Commission on the Status of Women

Ben Tapscott, Oakland School Board D7 candidate

Dr. Yohuru Williams, Professor of History, TV commentator

Dr. Denisha Jones, Co-Founder of BLM in Schools Week.

Pamela Drake, Local Politics Coordinator Wellstone Democratic Club

Dr. Pete Farruggio, Associate Professor Bilingual Education (retired) University of Texas 

Ken Zarifis, President Education Austin

Bill Riley, Peralta Board Trustee (former)

23. Closing Question: Is there anything else you wish to add?


