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1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 
incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? 

I am running because I care and love this City!  I have seen the City spiral downward with lack of 
leadership and a dysfunctional government.  Embarrassed and outraged by having a Council 
person who never is there and who has never worked with or represented the whole of the City 
other in than photo ops. 

1. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new 
ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas 
you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the 
City? 

 First item is a complete outside audit of the City.  Stop the nepotism hiring.   

Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for 
the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can 
you point to in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact? 

 I know this City inside and out....I have run before and never lost...I educate and tell  the truth 
and facts! 

Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, 
Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone 
Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not 
for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel 
this group is worthy of your support. 



 No to any of these groups.  I work with the community and residents. 

Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 
community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from 
volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league. 

 Since 1982 I have worked on a whole slew of projects and issue: Getting the new animal 
shelter built, chairing a NCPC, sitting on NW Steering Committee, being a Board member on the 
CPAB, to name a few. 

Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently 
from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional 
revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? 

 First issue is making sure that all Oakland budget goes to service the City of Oakland and not 
give away 74Million to OUSD while Oaklands infrastructure is barely holding together.   Stop re-
inventing the wheel and coming up with new departments that waste money and resources 
when they could be implemented into existing departments.  Address the infrastructure 
problems and get the streets fixed and cleaned up. 

Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how 
would they be implemented and paid for? 

 This makes no sense! 

            Priorities for youth through government should be that for all residents: A safe, secure 
environment. 

            Public should demand that civics be returned to curriculum and then, perhaps, 
internships and volunteer opportunities with appropriate city functions could evolve. 

JFK once (famously) said, "Ask not what your country can do for you, ask what you can do for 
your country". 

For very little fiscal investment, but with the hearts and minds of our wonderful diverse 
population, we can create an environment and community in which young people, from 
toddlers to young adults can become  invested and active instead of isolated, resentful and 
vengeful. 

School/community gardening, visiting and reading to shut ins/seniors, neighborhood clean-ups, 
doing murals, repurposing projects for art, shadowing city workers/public safety personnel, 
serving on boards and commissions that as yet have no youth representation - the list is 
endless. 



Even toddlers can bring joy and benefit to shelter animals. 

Think about it - ask what you can do for your community. 

       Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do you 
suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a 
restorative justice program? 

 For the most part very respectful and appreciated on all sides.  NO to any changes...As to 
restorative justice, there has to be consequences for breaking the law/rules.  Just slapping 
someone on the wrist and putting them, back on the streets changes nothing!  Oakland is full of 
examples of what is not working. 

Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? 

 Yes, but with proper training and a full cross section of the community and biases. 

Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 
problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, 
etc.) 
This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have 
another option that you support?  

  Very few residents want to see the police defunded...Oakland is a crime riddled City and OPD 
is way understaffed….so services have been drastically cut back... 

Re-formating the various functions needs to be with the input from the residents.   Community 
Policing is long over due for implementation which at one time was working in Oakland but one 
council person screwed that over!  Oakland always breaks or does away with services and 
functions that work and is always reinventing the wheel. 

Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland 
(nocoalinoakland.info):          Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay 
Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through 
the terminal should be resolved?     

 Proof that the transportation system can be demonstrated to be safe and environmentally 
safe, is needed...This was approved years ago and that is why it moved forward.  We are the 
third largest Port and Asia has the need.  However we have residents that grew up in what was 
once an industrial area and they have experienced medical issues such as Asthma.  We need 
jobs and the City needs money - there has to be a happy medium with which each side can 
work.  



What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this ID 
system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash 
a check?  

 This is not an urgent matter when this City has bigger and more drastic problems that need to 
be addressed.   Changes are coming that are National and this won't even hit the radar! 

Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling 
role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about 
holding the developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations? 

And this is new?  Who do you think controls Oakland?  Not us, that is for sure...Yes, the 
Developers need to pay for all of the above to build and make the killing that they then take out 
of the City at our expense. The little guy pays and pays but the "big boys" steal us blind! 

Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in 
the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected 
and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city? 

 Oakland 1) has no real economy.  The rise and demise of rents and sales depends on the 
times.  Why are we not talking about the Supreme Court which made money and greed the 
driving force and is killing off the economy while foreign countries are buying up our land and 
businesses.  Anyone talking about population control?   How about every president since Nixon 
has screwed over the country by manipulating the US currency that by this next year, we won't 
even recognize.   So housing is not the problem; it is the greed that is the problem and this is 
just the very tip of the iceberg! 

Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction 
control and other local tenants rights regulations? 

 This is a discussion that has been never brought to the people involved.  

Gentrification, longtime residents selling and moving, money grabs by unscrupulous tenants 
who see an opportunity to make free cash at the expense of mom and pop landlords barely 
making it.  This has moved to fast and hurt a lot of people.   This all needs to be re-addressed. 

Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about 
the environment? 

 The question is do about anything?  Where is the qualified staffing to even work on this? 

  



Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of 
Oakland? 

This has been in the discussion phase for a number of years and promises where made to make 
it happen and yet here we are and nothing! Still on the radar! 

Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, how?  

 Yes, However, in many areas of the City these are the only means to move funds even though 
they are a rip off!  Besides banking, we have food deserts and other service deserts.  Equitable 
distribution and access is one of my soap boxes.  That is why I am running for the At-Large seat 
on Council.  

Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 
government? How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

 They are angry and tired of rhetoric with little to no substance. The streets of Oakland 
represent the lack of leadership and work that the residents expect from those who represent 
them and the extremely high taxes they are asked to shell out.  

Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the 
citizens of Oakland 

I will work across the Districts with each of the Council members and the residents.  I have 
always been available to anyone wishing to contact me and this will not change. 

Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? Who 
do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

 I can work with anyone as long as the relationship is guided by the best interest for the 
residents of Oakland.  Kaplan, Kalb, Bas and Thang. 

Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? 
Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? 
Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year 
the City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City Attorney. 

 All my endorsements are from the community who I am running to represent and work with.  I 
am not endorsing anyone other than Eli Ferran for City Attorney.  No to raising the $1000.00 
limit.  No to any further changes to the Police Commission till they get the training they refuse 
to do and block the input in decision making from outside influence.  No to reducing the voting 
age for OUSD elections until Civics and Social Studies are re-introduced back into the 
curriculum.   This Measure is a manipulative move which will lead to abuse due to lack of 
educated knowledge. 



Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much 
money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of 
financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

On hand at present, $900.00, My funds come from citizens and interested residents - I refuse 
and do not solicit from corporations, PACs, etc.  It all depends who is willing and has the ability 
in these economic times to give.  Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the 
current relationship between the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for 
the Auditor and City Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city charter? 

 We need to get rid of the Strong Mayor. This Council and Mayor are a joke!  The sitting City 
Auditor knows nothing about auditing!  And the sitting City Attorney has always been the 
designated front person for illegal activity done at the Council.  A lot needs to be deleted and 
taken back to the voters with full explanations.  The main item is taking out the illegal placing of 
the Promise Program which never passed and that program has to pay back the City the 4 
Million that was passed illegally by Council which should have known better but then the 
leadership and integrity are lacking! 

Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? 
Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and 
getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend 
(https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)? 

 YES to reform and taking money out of politics! 

     26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?  

Your form is, of course, too short for each life to be spilled. Please do know I not only have 
opinions on all these subjects, but years of investigation and interaction with relevant 
personnel to be able to analyze the situation as well a formulate options…..my opinion is one of 
many and the many must be considered in response.  This should also include calculation(s) of 
unintended consequences so that knee-jerk or headline grabbing reactions are not the result. 

 Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want to 
add one: 

Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? 

 Yes 

     Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? 

Yes, but it needs to be updated to reflect the times. 



Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? 

 No 

Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? 

 No 

Would you support Proportional Representation? 

 Yes, This has been an issue for many years. 

Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?  

 Yes, but do I trust Oakland to play fair? NO!! 

Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? 

 Yes*…as well as several other building codes appropriate for the future. 

There are many older structures, particularly houses, with foundations and walls present some 
major obstacles….this needs to be considered. 

Do you support the continuation of Oakland's sanctuary city policy? 

 Yes 

Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? 

 Not without full public input, period!...Most of the City wants and needs the police.  Oakland is 
a crime riddled City. 

 


