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Oakland City Council District 5 Questionnaire

 

Name:          Noel Gallo

Phone:         (510) 289-4915

Email:          Noel.Gallo@yahoo.com

Website:      galloforoakland.com

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted 

positions.  For the yes/no questions, please answer yes or no and if you wish to add to 

your answer, feel free to do so. 

1.       Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running        

against an incumbent, what are your main dis-satisfactions and differences   with him or 

her?

I am the Incumbent Oakland City Council Member for District 5. I have served 

Oakland as a community volunteer, organizer, resident, for my lifetime. I have been 

elected by District 5 voters to represent them as a Oakland Board of Education 

Member for 20 years and as the current District 5 Oakland City Council member for 

the past 7.5 years. Over that timeframe, I have built strong community partnerships, 

expertise and have stayed committed to Affordable Housing; Public Safety; 

Economic Development; Better Schools & Building Community & Volunteerism.  

Based on my experience as an Elected Official, lifetime resident of the City of 

Oakland and having raised four children in East Oakland, and daily interaction with 

my constituents at the street and business levels, I am committed to action.

The major differences between me and my opponents, is experience, a responsible 

platform for all Oaklanders and solid partnerships with other elected officials, key 

community organizations, businesses and a network of community residents across 

Oakland.

2.       Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to proactively lead 

by placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some 

specific ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the   main priorities 
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for the City?

Main priorities for the City of Oakland:

·        Reimagining Public Safety 

·        Affordable and Workforce Housing & providing support to Homeless

·        Equity, Job Preservation and Creation

Moving forward, my priorities will focus on addressing these interrelated critical 

issues to ensuring a Safe, Clean, Healthy Oakland for all. I have authored, co-

authored legislation to support these efforts and will continue to work on these needs: 

 

•                Effective Public Safety: Implement the Citizens Police Commission; re-

imagine public safety to strengthen and advance safety and equity to community 

services, addressing mental health, homelessness, human trafficking and 

neighborhood safety; improve Pedestrian/ Transportation Safety.

•                 Housing: Increase the production and preservation of affordable, 

workforce units. Continue to advocate for infill development incentives and expedited 

permit approvals, which include environmental considerations.

•                 Effective Homeless Services: Advocate for production of housing and 

shelter programs and essential recovery support services.

•                 Business Development & Jobs: Retain, attract and invest in our diverse 

neighborhood business corridors to ensure residents have workforce opportunities 

and access to services and goods.

•                 COVID-19 Recovery: Facilitate neighborhood access to testing, 

community and business education, digital education resources, food distribution and 

housing support. Strategic planning on long term recovery needs.

•                 Building Community through Volunteerism: Sponsor neighborhood, 

schools and business corridors’ beautification and vibrancy through art, events and 

education.

•                 Enhance staffing for a Clean/Safe City Maintenance and especially 

Enforcement responsibilities.
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•                 Small Business Development & Job Creation & Preservation Action Plan

 

 

3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for 

the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can 

you point to in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact?

 

I have attended Oakland schools; received a University of California, Berkeley - B.S., 

Business Administration; attended National University San Diego - M.A. 

Management; professional certification in CPM, Purchasing and Management, San 

Jose State University. I graduated from UC Berkeley, with Business Degree. I have 

taken a number of professional leadership development courses in public policy, 

budget, human resources management, equity, and community engagement.

I have been an elected Public Servant for close to 30 years, while serving in a variety 

of professional leadership roles:

Oakland City Council, District 5 (2012-present)

Oakland Board of Education, District 5 (1992-2012)

Regional Director, Ray & Associates

Parks & Recreation Manager, Public Works Agency, City of Oakland

Project Labor Agreement Consultant, Port of Oakland

Director, General Services, East Side Union HSD, San Jose

Director of Learning Resources, OUSD

Director of Education & Employment, Unity Council

Coordinator, Alameda County Gang Prevention Council, Alameda County
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Executive Director, Spanish Speaking Citizens Foundation.

 

Please check my full Bio on my campaign website: <http://

www.noelgalloforoakland.com/>www.noelgalloforoakland.com

 

4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as 

TOLA, Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone 

Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not 

for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you 

feel this group is worthy of your support.

My passion is advocating for children and families particularly in equitable 

education, safety and access to quality education and city services. I admire and work 

with organizations around these goals – especially when the offer opportunities for 

community leadership, advocacy and involvement. I am big supporter of the TOLA 

Program, with a personal connection one of my daughters was a participant and now 

a volunteer; I regularly meet with TOLA Program participants. I have supported the 

efforts of Oakland Better Now – meetings regarding the City of Oakland budget.  GO 

Public Schools is a key partner. I am a believer and supporter of Faith in Action; 

regularly partnering with the organization on various issues – healthcare, 

neighborhood safety, gun violence and community organizing around the 2020 

Census and voting. I support children and education. With each of these community 

organizations, I have supported their efforts at Oakland schools or city council policy 

levels; advocated for funding, policy action and met with them for input and advice 

on Oakland Issues. These organizations know that I am action-oriented and willing to 

listen and work with them on their concerns.

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland 

based community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from 

volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league.

          I am involved in community beautification program each weekend with 

community    volunteers over the past 8 years. During the COVID-19 Pandemic, 

along with      community volunteers, we deliver over 200 fresh produce boxes to 

elders and      families. I also mentor and assist Oakland youth.
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6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act 

differently from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much 

additional revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it?

          I appreciate this question because it provides an opportunity to provide a 

factual            accounting of the FY 2020-2021 Mid-Year budget development process. 

This            year’s budget was very difficult because of the reduction in funds 

generated from          sales, real estate transfer taxes, hotel tax, taxes generated by the 

Port of      Oakland/Airport and the need to re-direct available funds to provide 

COVID related      response. In addition, federal and state funding was not known 

until later in the   process. All to say that the budget that adopted on late July 2020 – 

provided the following progressive allocations:

Addressed disparities by increasing money for small businesses, municipal 

broadband, efforts to fight home displacement, healthy food for Oakland’s rising 

population of low-income and unemployed residents and provided supported artists. 

$200,000 was allocated for the Oakland Police Commission; $2.35 million to the 

MACRO program  that provides mental health professionals instead of police 

responses. $11.2 million was allocated for key city services — mostly in the flatlands; 

thus, avoiding any layoffs or furloughs of the City’s workforce.  — so unionized 

workers could avoid layoffs and furloughs. In response to community desires, $14.6M 

was redirected from OPD.

In terms of additional revenues, the City Council did direct that a taskforce study the 

City’s business tax structure for a ballot measure in 2022 and a funded the 

Reimaging Public Safety Advisory Board & Taskforce.

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how 

would they be implemented and paid for?

Working with youth is important to me – youth are future leaders of tomorrow and 

their active involvement today will make them better leaders. My community 

beautification efforts involve schools and youth of various ages, to build community 

pride and civic responsibility. is because I  sponsor the Clean City=Safe City 

Program. My City Council office annually sponsors a Youth Internship Program 

where District 5 youth intern at my office to learn about their community, visit local 

universities, receive mentoring and work on community development projects. I also 

support and contribute to Youth sports programs in District 5. I think each 

Councilmember’s office should be required to provide a set aside for youth 

community leadership development & internships. It is very possible to handle this 

initiative through the annual City Council Office budget and thus not requiring 
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additional funding.

 

 

8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? 

Do you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they 

participate in a restorative justice program?

          I do support the Reimaging Public Safety Taskforce to engage a cross-section of       

our community to make recommendations on Oakland’s comprehensive public         

safety programs, and the Oakland Police Department is a major component. Yes –                       

I have supported and voted in favor of restorative justice programs and helped re-         

direct funding from the City’s budget to support restorative justice programs at          

OUSD schools.         

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission?

          Yes - I was the co-author the of the Ballot measure to create the Citizens Police 

Commission in Oakland and recently I was also the co-author of the November 3rd             

Ballot measure to strengthen the Citizen’s Police Commission. I am the Public          

Safety City Council Committee Chairperson and ensure that the Citizens Police           

Commission reports to the Committee.

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 

problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, 

etc.)

This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have 

another option that you support? 

          Yes – as Public Safety Chairperson for the City of Oakland and having served 

on       OUSD Board of Education – there must be a more comprehensive approach to   

community

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in 

Oakland (www.nocoalinoakland.info):

Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you 

think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved?  
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This item is in Federal Court under appeal.  I do not support coal in Oakland. The 

City Council has adopted a resolution to ban coal in Oakland.

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this 

ID system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to 

cash a check?

I do plan to bring a request forward for scheduling to direct the City Administrator 

to bring an update report on status, usage, issues and recommendations to lower 

transaction costs, increase use and recommendations to work with other government 

agencies.

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling 

role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about 

holding the developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations? We 

must

Community Benefit Agreements and Project Labor Agreements are mechanisms to 

keep new development responsible to the community. The City must fund and ensure 

that appropriate building code enforcement staffing is available to protect the general 

public and zoning enforcement staff is available.  

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have 

been in the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are 

protected and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city?

          I strongly believe in quality Housing for all. I have been involved in the 

following:

Led initiative to establish a Rent Control Measure for Voter Approval.

Leading efforts to serve Homelessness: Increased funding for supportive services and 

additional temporary housing.

Advocate for removal of Nuisance Properties: Increased funding for Code 

Enforcement.

I have supported all efforts, including the most recent effort to extend moratoriums 

on residential evictions, residential rent increases, residential late fees, and residential 

evictions for non-payment of rent that became due during the local emergency.

I supported the amendments to the Tenant Protection Ordinance.

 Advocate for District 5 Infill and major housing development opportunities

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, 
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eviction control and other local tenants rights regulations?

          No – during this Housing crisis – all entitled projects should be compliant with     

these tenant protection programs.  

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing 

about the environment?

The City of Oakland must not only aggressively implement the Equitable Climate 

Action Plan. I have been supportive of the Plan and will work with staff, community 

and funding sources to fund key immediate actions that are particularly supportive 

of our fight against COVID-19 especially in public transportation, food access and 

public/community facilities. 

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City 

of Oakland?

          Yes – I support the proposed public bank and have worked with the proponents    

for this initiative.

18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, 

how? 

            Yes – I have seen these businesses take advantage of poor, often immigrant      

individuals, and primarily persons of color.  

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 

government? How would you rate the satisfaction level?

          It is a difficult time for all – COVID-19 Pandemic leading to a major public 

health and economic consequences that have impacted everyone.

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to 

the citizens of Oakland

          I maintain an Open-Door Policy with all. I am working in my community each 

day        and have invited community members, organizations and businesses to 

contact          me. I also feel responsible for responding to any resident, business or           

organization that has for my assistance, regardless of district boundaries.         

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? 
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Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with?

            I have a good working relationship with all office holders. I respect their role 

and          have an Open-Door policy with all.

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? 

Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? 

Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year the 

City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City Attorney.

This is a partial list of my Endorsements; titles are for identification only.

Organizations:

Sierra Club

Oakland Builders Alliance

Oakland Latino Taskforce

 

Elected Officials:

Hon. Dan Kalb, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Kevin de Leon, former CA State Senate President Pro Tem

Hon. Joe Coto, Former California State Assemblymember

Hon. Larry Reid, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Loren Taylor, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Sheng Thao, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Lynette Gibson McElhaney, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Rebecca Kaplan, Oakland City Councilmember

Hon. Wilma Chan, Alameda County Supervisor & former State Assemblymember
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Hon. Jumoke Hinton-Hodge, Oakland School Board Director

Hon. Elsa Ortiz, AC Transit Director

Hon. Jesse Arreguin, Mayor of Berkeley

Hon. James Harris, Oakland School Board member

Hon. Pauline Russo Cutter, Mayor of San Leandro

Hon. Corina Lopez, San Leandro City Councilmember

Hon. Bill Patterson, EBMUD Director, Past President Oakland NAACP

Trustee Ken Berrick, Alameda County Board of Education

Hon. Frank Materese, Former Alameda City Council Member

Hon. Robert Raburn, BART Board Director

Jean Quan, former Oakland Mayor, Councilmember & School Board member

Elihu Harris, former Oakland Mayor, former State Assemblymember, former Chancellor, 

Peralta Community Colleges

Sandre Swanson, former State Assemblymember

Kerry Hamill, former Oakland School Board member

Carol Lee Tolbert, former Oakland School Board member

Chris Dobbin, former Oakland School Board member

David Kakishiba, former Oakland School Board member, East Bay Asian Youth Services, 

CEO

Dan Siegel, former Oakland School Board Member

Alan Yee, former Port of Oakland Board of Commissioners
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Oakland Faith Leaders:

Monsignor Antonio Valdivia, Diocese of Oakland

Pastor Michael Vigil, Victory Outreach, Oakland

Pastor Anthony Navarro, Victory Outreach, East

Emma Paulino, Faith in Action East Bay

Senior Pastors Javier and Melinda Ramos, Shiloh Church

Pastor Marco Molina, Seventh Day Adventist Church

Pastor Robert Holt, First New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Michael Moore, Shiloh Church

 

COMMUNITY AND BUSINESS LEADERS:

Mario Juarez, Alameda County Democratic Central Committee & Mario Juarez 

Organization

Joe Partida, Oakland Latino Chamber of Commerce

Alicia Contreras, Spanish Speaking Citizens Foundation

Sally Gallegos, United Indian Nations

Martin Waukazoo, Native American Health Center

Chris Iglesias, The Unity Council

 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How 

much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of 
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financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any).

          I have applied for Limited Public Financing with the City of Oakland, with a             

maximum expenditure of $146,000.

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between 

the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City 

Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city charter?

          The voters approved a Strong Mayor form of Government and as with other 

office    holders, I work with the Mayor, City Auditor and City Attorney.

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what 

kind? Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and 

getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend (https://

movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?

          Yes

    26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?

 My track record and commitment to Oakland families and children is strong. I take 

my responsibility as an elected public servant very seriously and work hard to make 

sure that I am responsive, aware of community concerns and believe in partnerships 

and collaborations. I strongly believe that “actions speak louder than words and “it is 

not about what you say but what you have done.” This is the major differences 

between me and my opponents – Oakland needs experienced leadership during this 

time to respond to serious community needs.

My leadership style is collaborative and action oriented. I am a believer in meeting 

Oakland residents where they live and work.  As a leader my goal is always to be 

present, to listen to the community’s various levels of input, strengthen community 

partnerships, and to be consistent in my response.

    27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if 

you want to add one:

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage?

Yes
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b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights?

Yes

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis?

Yes

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?

Yes

e. Would you support Proportional Representation?

Yes

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation? 

Yes

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems?

Yes

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy?

Yes

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department?

Yes

Noel Gallo

Oakland City Council, District 5

Re-Elect Noel Gallo for Oakland City Council 2020

<http://noelgalloforoakland.com>noelgalloforoakland.com


