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Name: Paul Darwin Picklesimer       
Address: 1891 Catalina Ave, Berkeley, CA 94707      
Email and Phone: DarwinForDistrict5@gmail.com (304) 479-3366    
Campaign Web Site: DarwinForCityCouncil.com   
Candidate for what District Office: Berkeley City Council, District 5  
 
 
1. Motivation 
Why did you choose to run for this office? 
 
I aim to live a life of service and appreciate opportunities to be part of impactful teams. When I saw that 
(at the time) no one was running against my city councilwoman who lost my vote when she voted for 
Urban shield in 2018, I started researching and eventually decided I’d go for it. I want Berkeley to be a 
city that not only serves its residents, workers and visitors, but that exemplifies progress. I’ve heard 
progressive council members over the years express their frustrations in gaining support for legislation 
that might truly be revolutionary, so I want to be there on the council to help change that through my 
vote, though policy proposals I draft or collect from the community and though efforts to help persuade 
less progressive councilmembers to get behind our best opportunities and to reject those that perpetuate 
inequity.  
 
2. Priorities 
What do you believe are the major issues facing your district? The City? What are some specific tasks 
(e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish while in office? 
 
I’m running on the idea of District 5 for the world. I know District 5 residents have concerns relating to 
our own neighborhoods but I like to believe that issues that manifest in other districts, like the incredibly 
high, growing number of Berkeley residents who remain unhoused, and issue around the world, like the 
climate crisis mean as much to District 5 as anything. I believe the residents are altruistic in nature and 
would relish opportunities to be part of building not just a better Berkeley, but a better planet. 
 
In office, I want to help see that every resident of Berkeley has the right to home or habitat and not be 
forced to live under the highway simply because times are hard or they’re deprived of healthcare. Also, 
understanding that parts of District 5 were developed at a time when lots and homes were explicitly only 
for sale to white people, and that Berkeley has historically perpetuated gentrification and is formed on 
colonized Ohlone territory, I aim to support efforts for reparations for historic and ongoing injustices 
towards Black and Indigenous communities.   
 
3. Qualifications 
Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City Council member. 
 
I was born and raised in West Virginia where I earned a BS in Business Administration from West 
Liberty University. After school, I went into the family roofing business where I did everything from 
changing slate tiles hundreds of feet in the air to cleaning up debris to selling roofs and ultimately 
serving our community by providing exceptional service for a fair price. I later moved to the suburbs of 
Chicago where I worked my way up from earning under $10 per hour at a high-volume grocery store to 
managing the produce department that averaged sales upwards of $25k per day. I left that job to move to 



Berkeley in 2016 and to volunteer full-time with the international animal rights organization founded in 
the Bay, Direct Action Everywhere (DxE) and manage the Berkeley Animal Rights Center – the world’s 
first community center for animal rights. Since 2017, I’ve served on DxE’s democratically elected core 
organizing team and have led investigations into factory farms that have been covered in WIRED 
magazine, The New York Times and more. I’ve brought a strong work ethic and an ability to help the 
group come to consensuses and keep moving forward at a very rapid pace. I believe Berkeley City 
Council needs to move much faster and more efficiently towards meaningful progress and I’m excited 
for the opportunity to help the council become much more proactive. 
 
4. Budget 
The economic downturn triggered by Covid-19 has decreased revenues to Berkeley creating a $40M 
shortfall. Current plans by Mayor Arreguin call for a 15% across the board cut in all departments except 
police which will receive a 13% reduction. Do you agree with the proposed budget priorities and if not, 
which priorities would get increased and decreased support? 
 
I support a larger cut to the police budget in the interest of departments that are more likely to be more 
beneficial to the community. 
 
The budget projections by the City Manager assume a steep downturn in revenue for FY2021, followed 
by relatively flat revenues for the following 3 years.  Should the economic downturn continue, with an 
additional 10% loss of revenue, how would you prioritize the cuts? 
 
I’d again look first to the police budget. 
 
5. Police 
Define what the movement to “defund the police” means to you.  
 
To me, it’s a reckoning and an opportunity to radically transform the way to build and protect healthy 
communities. It’s an acknowledgment that racist, classist policing has poisoned progress and justice 
since the 1800s and decades of attempts to reform through increased spending have failed. 
 
Do you favor defunding the police and if so how do you envision it would be implemented?  
 
I do. I envision transferring large portions of tax dollars from police budgets into other areas that are 
more likely to serve our communities well. I believe that the voices who are affected most from over 
policing and are most deprived of access to resources must lead the call and with those communities’ 
support we should be willing to take bold actions and work hard to achieve the best outcomes. 
 
What policies would you favor to demilitarize the BPD? 
 
In the short term, I favor a ground-up overhaul of police training that prioritizes de-escalation and 
community service rather than selective, aggressive law enforcement that all to often results in 
downright terror, abuse and murder. If elected, I’ll seek out the most ambitious policy proposals put 
fourth with the support of Berkeley’s Black communities and champion them in an effort to see 
Berkeley become safer and less burdened by a police budget that includes nine of the top highest paid 
employees in the city. 
 
Do you think current Berkeley policies regarding surveillance are adequate, and if not, what additional 
policies and technology bans will you attempt to implement? 



 
If Urban Shield is resurrected (with a new name), would you vote in favor of BPD participation? 
 
No. 
 
On which of the following do you favor a ban on police use: tear gas, pepper spray, rubber bullets, 
beanbag guns, smoke grenades, police dogs, tasers, choke holds? 
 
All are tools that police have historically used to escalate violence and I’m in favor of banning them all.  
 
When the Police Chief Greenwood was asked at a City Council meeting what he would do if the Council 
banned tear gas, he responded "Firearms. We can shoot people." 
 
Do you think such a comment warrants the hiring a new Police Chief? 
 
I understand that the comment was meant to underline the Chief’s opinion that officers would be unable 
to perform their job without tear gas and not an actual admission that they’d turn to shooting at more 
people without it, but the mentality that a department can’t perform its duties without committing what 
would amount to war crimes if carried out in a military operation, removes any confidence I had in his 
ability to play an integral role in the transformations needed. 
 
Do you favor the Berkeley City Council signing of MOUs (memorandums of understanding) with 
NCRIC (Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with ICE (Immigration and Customs) and 
with UASI (Urban Area Security Initiative)?   
 
I don’t favor any cooperation between Berkeley and ICE, NCRIC or UASI. 
 
6. Land Use 
What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the city today? 
 
Housing, specifically has it applies to affordable housing and permanent assistive housing. 
 
The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee on land 
use policy? What is your position on the building of housing on The People’s Park? 
 
I believe People’s Park’s greatest value, is in it being a green space. I walk though it every week and I’m 
so grateful that it’s a place where Berkeley residents can enjoy fresh air and sunshine while playing 
chess, checkers or basketball. I’m troubled when calls for more vertical housing that could help address 
land constraints are met with objections relating alterations to certain views. 
 
7. Safety and Infrastructure  
Do you think the Berkeley response to Covid-19 has been adequate?  
 
I don’t think any city in the US has responded adequately, including Berkeley.  
 
Do you favor opening up the city to greater economic/social activity?  
 
I want Berkeley to simultaneously be much better at acting in ways that slow the spread of Covid-19 
while also helping small businesses function and stay in business. I feel it is unfair and ultimately 



ineffective to designate an eatery essential even if its meals are expensive and unhealthy while a small 
clothing shop is kept closed. I believe Berkeley should lay a foundation of understanding and personal 
commitment to slowing the spread through our active practices of physical distancing, masking and 
disinfecting while helping small businesses remain open for takeaway, outdoor shopping, etc. 
 
Do you favor maintaining social distancing, masking and bar/restaurant closures (except for takeout)? 
 
Yes, except for takeout and outdoor dining if done responsibly.  
 
What is your position on 5G infrastructure? 
 
I’m excited for it as a technological advancement, but concerned about effects it may have on GPS or 
other systems. I need to do more research and seek out more perspectives from people with specialized 
educations and experience. 
 
8. Affordable housing  
What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing?  
Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley?  
What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished affordable 
housing in Berkeley?  
Are there any particular demographics or neighborhoods that you would target for this housing?   
Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification?  If so, how?  
 
9. Rent Control 
How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction protections? 
 
Extremely important. 
   
How important is keeping an elected rent board?  
 
Vert important.  
 
Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board? If so, which one(s) and why? 
 
Not yet. I need to do more research. 
 
Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins?  
 
Yes 
 
10. Homelessness 
What do you think can and should be done about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley?  
 
I think evert resident of Berkeley can and should live indoors if they’d prefer to. I’m sorry if this sounds 
naïve but I simply cannot look at a city with the collective wealth of Berkley and accept that we cannot 
solve this issue. We should fight for every penny of aid we can get and find ways to build green housing 
that residents can access along with assistance  
  
What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments?  



I believe they are abhorrent. 
 
What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers?  
 
Abhorrent. 
  
Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds?  
Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities?  
 
Yes. 
 
What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless?   
 
24 hr access to showers and restrooms, storage lockers, hygene items, food, water and places to be free 
from police harassment.  
 
What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of regional, state or 
federal funding?  
 
Aside from housing, we should make Berkeley more livable for people who may inevitably find 
themselves living outside. We should keep our parks open at night to people who’d like to sleep there 
and not constantly push people underneath the highway. We should provide debris removal and 
generally keep all our streets as clean as we keep Telegraph and other business areas, even if that means 
enlisting volunteers to help. 
 
11. Race  
Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform?  
Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems with racism and 
white supremacy in our society?   
 
Yes. I’m in complete awe of The Movement for Black Lives’ efforts to build coalitions, promote values 
of total liberation, get observable results and more, all in the face of attacks from all angles. I attend 
protests, read articles and listen to Black voices in my lifelong efforts to be as an effective anti-racist as I 
can be. 
 
12. Health  
Do you support single-payer healthcare in California? 
 
Yes 
 
Do you oppose Sutter Health’s plans to close Alta Bates?  
 
No 
 
If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open?  
 
I believe the need for acute care in Berkeley is great enough that the City should be willing to offer 
financial incentives to help make the relationship between Berkeley’s residents and Sutter Health a 
mutually beneficial one. 



 
What policies would you support to re-localize our food system?  
 
I appreciate the farmers markets and local offerings in stores, but I support more education on food 
systems for Berkeley’s youth and adult residents and incentive programs for small, local farmers. 
 
Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law? 
 
While I’m staunchly opposed to the practices of companies that use genetic engineering as a way to use 
more harmful pesticides or create monopolistic control over seeds, I’m not convinced that labeling laws 
are an effective way to address the issue. A move away from big ag and towards locally produced food 
is a better path forward in my opinion. I saw this with an open mind and would appreciate any new 
information that might help me understand why I should consider changing my position on the matter. 
 
13. Climate Change 
What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change?  
To make Berkeley a zero carbon city? 
 
I think Berkeley is in desperate need of a sense of urgency in this area. Public sentiment seems to 
acknowledge that the climate crisis needs much attention, but we ultimately fail to act or even to commit 
to acting. Our target dates for carbon neutrality should be advanced dramatically and we should do 
everything we can to decrease the usage of fossil fuels and I favor an immediate moratorium on new 
factory farms in California and programs in the city to promote walking, biking and public 
transportation.  
 
14. National Policy Statements 
Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues? 
 
Yes. Change needs to come locally, with any area’s people leading the way, but when places around the 
are doing great or horrible things, Berkeley should be publicly supportive or stand in condemnation, 
respectively.  



15. Berkeley Ballot Measures 
What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures?  

Measure 1 Yes - Police Accountability Charter Amendment (majority vote) 
Measure 2 Yes - GANN Limit Spending Authority (majority vote) 
Measure 3 Yes - Fire, Emergency Services and Wildfire Prevention Tax (2/3 vote)  
Measure 4 Yes - Tax on Transportation Network Company Trips (majority vote) 
Measure 5 No - Charter Amendment: Mayor and Council Compensation (majority vote) 
Measure 6 Yes - Charter Amendment: Administrative Provisions and City Attorney (majority 

vote) 
Measure 7 Yes - Utility Users Tax (majority vote) 
Measure 8 Yes - Rent Stabilization Ordinance (majority vote) 

 
16. State Propositions  
What are your positions on State Propositions?  

Prop 14 Yes Bonds - $5.5 billion in bonds for state stem cell research  
Prop 15 Yes Taxes - commercial/industrial properties taxed at market value  
Prop 16 Yes Affirmative Action - repeals Prop 209 (1996) 
Prop 17 Yes Suffrage - restores vote to convicted felons on parole 
Prop 18 Yes Suffrage - Allows 17-year-olds to vote in primaries and special elections 
Prop 19 Yes Taxes - Changes tax assessment transfers and inheritance rules 
Prop 20 No Law Enforcement - changes policies related to sentencing, prison release, DNA  
Prop 21 Yes Housing - Expands local governments' power to use rent control 
Prop 22 No Business - defines labor policies of app-based drivers and app-based companies 
Prop 23 Yes Healthcare - Requires physician on-site at dialysis clinics and state consent to close 
Prop 24 No Business - Expands the provisions of the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA)  
Prop 25 Yes Trials - Replaces cash bail with risk assessments for suspects awaiting trial 

 
17. Endorsements  
a. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15? 
 
Buffy Wicks. 
 
b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff voting? Who 
has endorsed you? 

I’ve reached out to 2/3 of the other candidates to talk but have not endorsed any or been endorsed by 
any. 

18. Campaign Financing  
Will you obtain public financing for your campaign? 
 
Yes. I’m grateful to the volunteers and donors who helped us qualify for Berkeley’s public financing 
option.  
 
19. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 

I’m very grateful for the opportunity to respond to this very well-thought-out questionnaire and to be 
considered for endorsement. Regardless of any support, I look forward to working with your members to 



help build a better future. I welcome any emails or calls with questions or input, particularly those with 
constructive criticism. 

20. Have you signed the following pledge? 

Yes 

A. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire 

 


