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1 -- Why did you choose to run for the Hayward Area Recreation and Park District (HARD) 
Board?  I have a history of engagement and advocacy in our community.  I have worked with 
HARD on some of their committees and believe that my experiences and passion have given me 
a unique set of skills that I can apply to be a force for positive good throughout the District.  
 
2 -- Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to proactively lead by 
placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific 
ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the HARD 
Board?  I would like for HARD to spend more time advocating for open space and parkland in 
the areas which have a deficit of parks and open space.  Ashland, Cherryland, and South 
Hayward are in clear violation of the Quimby Act, and this needs to be addressed.  I would like 
all of the neighborhoods to have access to programs and facilities and they should be within 
walking distance so you wouldn’t need to drive.  I believe there is an opportunity for 
underutilized facilities to be reimagined so that they could become successfully activated and 
utilized by a larger community.  The Rowell Rodeo Grounds should be used more than 45 days 
of the year.  Music festivals, summer camp, soccer practice in the parking area, and an animal 
sanctuary space could all be included at the site.  I would like all of the public meetings to be 
broadcast so that the community can more easily participate and understand HARD.  I would 
like to better utilize the Citizen Advisory Committee to give these volunteers responsibilities 
and tasks and foster leadership.  Throughout my decades of using H.A.R.D. facilities, and 
advocacy, I have learned how to collaborate with local agencies and create successful 
partnerships.  I believe that HARD needs to leverage the remaining bond funding to attract 
additional partners in ways that will benefit these partners, while also saving money, and the 
community will win with better facilities and programs.  I would like to work with my other 
Board members and HARD staff to make HARD succeed for another 75 years.  
 
3 -- Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the 
office of HARD Board member.  I have served two terms on the HARD Citizens Advisory 
Committee.  I am currently the Chair of the F1 Bond Oversight Committee.  I currently serve on 
the Executive Board of the Castro Valley/Eden Area Chamber of Commerce. In addition to 
serving two terms as President of the California Landscape Contractors Association (East Bay 



Chapter), I have served on several local and state industry boards.  I have been an active 
advocate for self-governance and improving the livability of the Eden Area.  My wife and I have 
a young child and my family uses the facilities and programs.  My leadership experiences and 
relationships have prepared me to serve the District.  I have a history of engagement and have 
learned how to collaborate and work constructively towards tangible goals.  
 
4 -- Recreation and Conservation -- What balance do you favor between recreational 
access/development and protection of wildlife, creeks, and lands?    Recreational priorities have 
shifted and changed.  Gardening, hiking, and walking are now a priority.  Trail access linking our 
neighborhoods must be encouraged whenever possible, and the Bay Trail needs to be safe and 
accessible for our community.  One of my horticulture professors told me many years ago that 
the secret to successful landscapes is to find the right plant for the right spot.  I believe that this 
is also true with parks.  It doesn’t make sense to develop a sports park along an undisturbed 
creek, or amidst a forest.  We need to balance the long term impacts of paving over open space 
to create parking lots for sports complexes, but our community does have needs for developed 
recreational space.  Ideally these complexes would continue to be located on previous school 
sites, and other urban developed properties.  
 
5 -- Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? I am 
fortunate to have a wide range of endorsers that includes the Castro Valley Democratic Club, 
Assemblyman Bill Quirk, HARD Board members Paul Hodges and Minane Jameson, East Bay 
Regional Park District Director (and former HARD Board member) Dennis Waespi, EBMUD 
Director Frank Mellon, Hayward City Council members Sara Lamnin, Mark Salinas, Al Mendall, 
and Francisco Zermaño, Castro Valley Sanitary Directors Tim McGowan, Dave Sadoff, and 
Melody Appleton, Alameda County Board of Education President Aisha Knowles, Eden Health 
District Board members Roxann Lewis, Pam Russo, and Mariellen Faria,  Hayward Unified 
School District Trustees Ken Rawdon and April Oquenda,  Linda Willis from the Alameda County 
Park/Rec/Historical commission,  Linda Tangren, Former Castro Valley Municipal Advisory 
Councilmember, Former Trustee, Castro Valley Unified School District, Former Trustee Chabot-
Las Positas College Board, and additional local leaders Bruce King, Ann Maris, Mike Barrata, 
Mimi Dean, and Tyler Dragoni.  I expect to receive endorsements from additional local groups 
and leaders in the coming weeks ahead.  
 
6 -- Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race?  How much 
money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial 
contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any).  We have raised 
approximately $9,500 so far and expect to raise another $2,000-$3,000.  Almost of this support 
has come from neighbors, people that have worked with me on advocacy issues throughout the 
HARD District, and other individuals I have met throughout the area. I have not refused money 
from any of my supporters so far, but I haven’t had to because they know me to be an 
independent voice whose loyalty will not be bought.  
 
7 -- Rowell Ranch Rodeo — HARD has been the source of much controversy in recent years for 
continuing to allow this Rodeo which includes several events that area residents regard as 



inhumane to the animals (Wild Cow Milking, Calf-Roping, and Mutton Busting being prominent 
among these).  Would you support regulations disallowing these events on HARD property?   
        As the Board of Supervisors has now disallowed Mutton Busting specifically in 
unincorporated portions of the county (which include the Rowell Ranch Rodeo site), would you 
work cooperatively with the Board to implement this ban?  
        What further uses could you see the Rowell Ranch Rodeo site transitioning to?  
 
As a result of the Rodeo controversy, I went to the Rodeo for the first time two years ago.  This 
allowed me to see for myself what I had been hearing from friends on both sides of the issue.  I 
saw some issues that I had not heard about, and I did some follow up research to help me 
understand what I had seen and develop my own opinion on the Rodeo.  I believe that all 
Rodeos and activities need to continue to be operated in a safe and legal manner and HARD 
should absolutely follow the rules and requirements of the BOS.  I recognize that the 
community has a long history of Rodeo events on the site and it is a complex issue and I am 
willing to discuss this further with local Green Party and local District residents, but we must 
always adhere to the rules applied to the site.  I believe that the Rodeo grounds are a huge 
opportunity for change.  I would like there to be summer music festivals with associated food 
and themes.  I can imagine a Jazz festival, a Zydeco festival,  a Country and Western concert, 
and more.  I would like to see a youth camp similar to the ones run at Sulphur Creek 
(Tenderfoot and Potawatamie).  I believe an animal sanctuary/rehabilitation center could be 
incorporated into the site.  There are facilities that go unused for over 300 days of the year and 
the District needs to find ways to let our community appreciate the potential for this location.  
 
8 -- Climate Change — Generally, how might HARD go about reducing its carbon footprint?  For 
example, are there some vehicles in the HARD fleet that could be electrified, are there staff who 
have been productive telecommuting from home during the covid19 shutdown and could 
continue this, could more of the recreational trains in the system be made electric like is 
happening with the one in Kennedy Park?  I believe that Covid-19 has shown that there are 
many opportunities to successfully work remotely, but for HARD, I believe that this would only 
result in a few administrative positions.  In my industry, I have effectively worked with EBMUD 
and Bay Friendly (now Rescape California) groups to save water, save energy, sequester carbon, 
increase biodiversity, and maintain the health of existing landscapes in many, many ways.  All of 
this translates to HARD by continuing the best practices that my landscape colleagues have 
worked on over the last several years.  Some obvious ones would be to have “lawn diets” in 
areas that do not need to be lawn, it could be mulch on these hillsides which would reduce 
water, fertilizer, mowing, etc.  Transitioning from gas maintenance equipment to 
electric.  Emphasizing a “better” plant palette for the parks so that they will need less 
maintenance.  There is much more I can happily discuss.   
 
9 -- Reducing Waste —  Would you support minimizing plastic usage by for example stopping all 
plastic water bottle usage at HARD events? Absolutely.  Also, choosing the right plant material 
that will not grow too fast or too large will minimize green waste hauling and on site 
composting should be encouraged at more locations.  
 



 
10 -- Solar power -- Would you support installing solar panels on more facilities so HARD can use 
the electricity or sell it back to the public utility?  I would support exploring this option and also 
looking for rebate/grant money to help make this more feasible.  
 
11 -- Closing Question -- Is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about you? 
I believe that HARD is a great organization, but I would like to work to make it better.  I have 
friends and allies who do not often agree, but they support my candidacy because they trust 
me to work hard to make fair decisions based upon the best information available at the time.  I 
am someone who can help forge successful partnerships that will result in people coming 
together for an improved park district.  
 
 


