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1.       Please briefly summarize your background, qualifications, and reasons for seeking to 
serve on the Albany City Council. 

I have served over 20 years combined on Albany’s Transportation Commission (formerly Traffic 
and Safety), Charter Review Committee, and Waterfront Committee (no longer in existence. 

I have co-founded three community groups advancing Green values: Albany Strollers & Rollers 
(AS&R) in 2004 to advocate and provide service improving active transportation conditions, 
Carbon Neutral Albany (C0A) in 2008 to provide advocate for climate protection (subsumed into 
Albany Climate Action Coalition [ACAC] in ~2018), and Voter Choice Albany (VCA) in 2019 to 
pursue implementing a just election method in Albany. As of this writing AS&R has over 700 
member households. C0A had over 60 member households at the time of its merging into 
ACAC. VCA had over 20 member households. 

I have led each of these organizations in placing measures on the ballot along with various 
other accomplishments. AS&R: 2016 Measure P1 to equitable fund sidewalk repair citywide. 
VCA: this year’s Measure BB to institute elections by ranked choice at large for social justice. 
ACAC: this election’s Measure DD to tax resources needing conservation to fund climate 
protection while advancing economic justice by cutting taxes for low-income households. 

In my more than two decades of civic action in Albany I have found the median time from policy 
idea to implementation is seven years. I desire to serve on the Council to accelerate the 
adoption of progressive policies. Each year it becomes clearer we need to increase the pace of 
change if we are to secure a future for our civilization. 

2.    What is your vision for future development in Albany? Do you have any specific ideas 
towards creating affordable housing and/or emergency housing? 

A specific plan for San Pablo is currently in development. This should result in zoning changes 
that will allow buildings at maximum wood frame building height (wood is carbon sequestering 
while the manufacture concrete and steel used to construct taller buildings releases substantial 
global warming pollution). Allowable building heights in the adjacent R-2 zones should be 



increased to intermediate between the R-1 two story maximum and the resulting R-3. The 
maximum building height along Solano should be increased to the resulting R-2. The building 
height in R-3 elsewhere in Albany should be increased to the new height along San Pablo. This is 
particular important north Brighton Avenue, the closest portion of Albany to a BART station. 

Albany should set the inclusionary housing requirement to that which will maximize absolute 
production of affordable residences. This may or may not be greater than the current 15% 
requirements. In lieu fees should not be allowed as they often are too little either at inception 
or become too little over time to pay for building the equivalent number of affordable 
residences. They also result in all-affordable developments that segregate households with low 
incomes from other households. This does not accord with research that finds economic 
mobility is maximized by having a mix of market rate and affordable residences. 

I do not have ideas regarding the creation of emergency housing. 

3.       Are you familiar with Albany’s Climate Action Plan?  
https://www.albanyca.org/departments/sustainability/climate-action-plan  

The City’s General Plan includes ambitious emissions reductions goals of 60% by 2035, and 
net zero emissions by 2050, and on December 2, 2019 the City Council changed greenhouse 
gas reductions targets to 70% by 2035 and net zero emissions by 2045. What ideas and goals 
do you have for achieving this during your tenure on the City Council? 

Yes. The current Plan, adopted last year, is actually an action and adaptation plan (CAAP). 
Adaptation because our civilization has foregone the opportunity to preclude global warming. 

I successfully advocated for the CAAP to be more focused than the previous Climate Action 
Plan. That Plan had more actions, including items like considering peak oil that were not 
technically supported as has since become clear to all. Because it had so many actions it was 
possible to give the appearance of meaningful performance by listed many actions undertaken 
without translating to meaningful global pollution reduction. Substituting attainment of the 
posited means for the goal is a constant hazard, at least in Albany. 

The CAAP is more focused. As a result it provided the basis for my successful advocacy to 
prioritize building electrification, transportation electrification and active transportation, and 
urban forestry for implementation. The last is an adaptation that will help Albany with its 
continued temperature increases (3 degrees C in the last 30 years with no sign of a decreasing 
trajectory). The other two foci deal with Albany’s main sources of global warming pollution. 

Regarding building electrification to eliminate global warming pollutants from natural gas 
combustion locally, I succeeded in advocating for Measure DD to provide revenue for the 
purpose. After passing this measure the Council will need to decide how to most effectively 
spend this money. I have been in discussion with BayREN to administer these funds to increase 
the building electrification subsidies it offers for projects in Albany. BayREN staff have 
expressed interest. This will reduce overhead costs resulting in more funding going the purpose. 



Regarding transportation, I developed an enhancement to one of the San Pablo Avenue bus 
rapid transit alternatives put forward by the Alameda County Transportation Commission 
(Alameda CTC) that will maximize the coupling of active and bus transportation. I coordinated 
four organizations sending a joint letter to the Alameda CTC presenting this option. 

I developed a plan for mid-Solano Avenue substantially more complete than developed by a 
consultant for the City at a cost of $200,000. The consultant plan is essentially akin to how 
lower Solano was reconstructed in the late 1990s, which is to say had the main benefit of 
increasing car parking and shortening the street crossings for sidewalk travelers. It left the 
sidewalks along Solano too narrow and the street dangerous for people biking. The plan I 
developed maintains the existing car parking inventory while providing substantially wider 
sidewalks, an uphill cycletrack, and safer downhill cycling by turning the parking in that 
direction parallel from their current angle. All three advisory bodies that considered this plan 
supported it unanimously, voting it the superior option or an option that should be considered 
at the same level of detail as the consultant alternative. The Council turned down the 
recommendation of each of these bodies approving the consultant’s alternative as primary 
even though this alternative is essentially unfundable. 

If elected I will advocate for the Council taking active transportation seriously. 

4.       The following are the 10 Key Values of the Green Party (more details available at: 
http://www.cagreens.org/ten-key-values).  In view of these values, why do you feel your 
candidacy merits Green Party endorsement? 

Green Party 10 Key Values: 

1)      Ecological wisdom 

For over a decade I have opposed the Sierra Club/CAS/CESP vision of development along I-80 
on Albany’s waterfront. This is the location of the former brackish water estuary wetlands of 
Codornices Creek. If the race track ceases operation the highest ecological use of the property 
would be restoring these wetlands. Such is one of the most productive type of ecosystem in the 
Bay Area and also one almost eliminated in the central Bay. Courtesy of outreach to me by the 
Executive Director of CESP in the last month, both he and the Public Lands lead in the Sierra 
Club agree with my perspective now. They have both endorsed me. 

2)      Social Justice 

This is best exemplified by my twelve year leadership of the effort resulting Measure BB. If 
passed, the resulting election method will provide traditionally unrepresented constituencies in 
Albany, including people of color, renters, and business people, to gain representation of their 
choice. 

3)      Non violence 



In about 1990 I was beaten by a group of Black male teenagers. It seemed like I was targeted 
because I was white, which would make it a hate crime. 

I was picked up off the street by the police. Amazingly we located the group that beat me. I had 
identified the teenager that first punched me prior to finding the group. So the police called 
him over. He acted tough and denied what he had done at first. I proceeded to explain his 
actions and berate him for playing to a stereotype of the East Bay. His demeanor changed to 
quiet remorse no doubt mixed with fear of what would come next. 

The police asked if I wanted to press charges. I replied I would not but would like the 
opportunity to continue talking with the teenager. They put us both in the back of the police car 
and drove away from the group. I shared with the teenager that I had done a lot of stupid, 
stupid things myself as a teenager for which I should have gotten in more trouble. Given his 
bodily recognition of what he had done I did not want him going to juvenile hall. I commended 
him to his life and better choices. I asked the police what they would do once they dropped me 
off as I requested. They said they would talk with his parents, which seemed an appropriate 
next step. 

I lost a close friend over my actions that day and feelings about what had occurred. This added 
to the pain. I have never regretted the choice I made though. For him. For me. It would have 
eaten away putting someone in juvenile detention under those circumstances. For the 
hypocrisy. For the humanity. 

I have wondered upon occasion how that man’s life went subsequently. Until just now it had 
not occurred to me to wonder if the police officers acted as they told me they would or in some 
other less constructive manner. One of them was Black, which would seem to increase the odds 
they were true to their word. But I will never know. 

My first, second, and third instinct is non-violence. I wish I could claim that was my fourth 
instinct but unfortunately since then I allowed myself to be pushed to violence for the only time 
in my life. It is with those instincts and experiences I will approach my responsibility for policing 
in Albany should I be elected. 

4)      Grassroots democracy 

After a decade of effort seeking to get the Albany Council to place ranked choice voting on the 
ballot, it became clear the Council would not do so. At that time I co-founded a community 
group to pursue the same. A member successfully suggested the group pursue an initiative. I 
served the group wisdom by leading the effort even though I personally had trepidations about 
the group’s decision. As happens more often than not, the group’s wisdom was the greater of 
the two because it was able to get the measure on the ballot via this means. 

As mentioned earlier, I co-founded two other grassroots groups that have been similarly 
effective. If elected I will remain active in each of these groups so that I remain accountable and 



learn of the best ideas emerging from group consideration so that I may pursue them on the 
Council. 

If elected to Council I will note that virtual government meetings during shelter in place have 
demonstrated people can be provided access to their government without having to travel to 
City Hall, lowering barriers for many. I will advocate for this access to continue once meetings in 
person recommence. 

5)      Decentralization 

By its small size (under 20,000 people) Albany by its nature is relatively decentralized or at least 
its government is more accessible than most. This feature of Albany is actually key to my having 
chosen to become so involved in Albany civics. In a larger City I likely would have chosen to 
refrain because the odds of a single resident such as myself actually accomplishing anything 
were too low. 

6)      Community based economics 

Aaron Tiedeman, my running mate, in his role on the Economic Development Committee and I 
in my role on the Transportation Commission led the adjustment of City policy regarding use of 
its property for Albany Inside Out in order to allow restaurants the possibility to survive. 
Meanwhile, the two business associations subtly acted to block Albany Inside Out even though 
Albany had the second lowest COVID-19 case rate of any city in the Bay Area at the time (you 
can check current comparative case rates at https://albanycovid.azurewebsites.net/. 

During my 2018 campaign I learned from a small business owner that Albany charges all 
business the same tax per employee without regard to the size of the business. I will pursue 
changing the basis of Albany’s business license tax to revenue rather than employees. In this 
manner the government will have an incentive to support the success of its small businesses. 

As a Councilmember I will visit every business with a storefront in Albany gathering ideas how 
the City can improve conditions for their operations and success. 

7)      Feminism 

I do not have particular civic achievements regarding this value. Rather my feminism has guided 
my personal life. My wife and I both worked 60% when our children were young so that we 
could take care of them equally. This allowed my wife’s career to accelerate past mine based on 
income. 

My wife was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 2001. Her disability has progressed at about 
the 80th percentile rate relative to the population of women diagnosed at the same age. Her 
disability is almost a 9.5 on the 10-point scale used by neurologists for rating disability due to 
this disease. I have provided most of her care during this period, in contrast to the misogynistic 
tendency of some men, such as Newt Gingrich, to divorce their wives when they face 



debilitating health conditions. We hire someone to care for her during work hours now so that I 
may earn us an income while I care for her the rest of the hours. 

8)      Respect for diversity 

My aforementioned quest resulting in the placement of Measure BB on the ballot is the best 
evidence of my respect for diversity. If passed this measure will institute ranked choice at large, 
otherwise known as choice voting and single transfer vote. In contrast to Albany’s current use 
of plurality at large, which provides the majority the opportunity to monopolize representation, 
ranked choice at large will allow political minorities to gain representation in proportion to their 
share of the electorate to the extent the minimum electoral threshold of 25% that would result 
allows. 

This effort became more urgent when I took the time during the 2018 holidays to analyze the 
outcomes of recent Albany elections with regard to ethnicity. This found that in most elections 
voters of color preferred a different candidate than did white voters but could not get their 
choice elected because of plurality at large. This finding led to the founding of Voter Choice 
Albany comprised of both white and Asian voters, Asian Americans comprising more voters of 
color than any other ethnicity or race. 

Affording this accomplishment along with almost every other is my love for cultivating the spark 
of a policy idea to a fire through its contact with and improvement by a hundred minds. It is a 
thrilling process. One never knows when someone will offer an improvement to an idea that 
takes it to new heights of effectiveness and feasibility. It is this ability of democracy to mobilize 
the best ideas from among interested people that makes it the best form of government. It 
makes for adaptability and innovation to meet challenges and make improvements that is 
unparalleled 

9)      Personal and global responsibility 

I think the rest of my answers demonstrate my putting this value into action across the implied 
spectrum. 

10)    Sustainability 

Again so many of my answers show this orientation. To highlight here though, I led the seven 
year quest resulting in the passage of Measure P1 in 2016. By taxing each property a small 
amount (~$30/year on average via the most progressive tax structure in Albany to date) the 
City is funded to repair sidewalks collectively at half the cost of the former system of adjacent 
private property owners having to do so. This has resulted in a sustainable approach to 
sidewalk maintenance as compared to the prior approach that resulted in hundreds of severely 
damaged locations because the adjacent private property either could not or would not arrange 
and pay for repair. Work funded by Measure P1 is making Albany’s sidewalks fit for travel by all 
as opposed to one of the most walkable cities in theory (WalkScores do not take sidewalk 
conditions into account). 



5.  How would you assess the City of Albany’s response to Covid-19?  What would you have 
done differently and/or what ideas to you have for addressing the pandemic? 

The response to COVID-19 is not at a city level with few exceptions (such as Berkeley). That said 
the City has provided consistent messaging through its communication channels and Albany 
residents have generally abided by instructions. Albany’s low case rate suggests commendably 
so. This is likely due to a combination of Albany’s relatively high average household income and 
its residents respect for science. 

On the Transportation Commission I have supported setting aside street space for additional 
active transportation demand by people traveling sidewalks and children biking. The Council 
and staff have not seen fit to put the Transportation Commission’s recommendations into 
practice. Doing so would provide some mental relief for Albany residents even if the science 
regarding SARS-CoV-2 transmission suggests passing by others outdoors does not result in 
sufficient exposure to contract COVID-19. 

6.  What are your views on Black Lives Matter and related efforts towards righting systemic 
racism, and what in your opinion can cities such as Albany be doing to further these goals?  

As discussed, Albany’s use of plurality at large to elect its representatives is systemically racist. 
Passage of Measure BB will rectify this on the evidence of the use of ranked choice at large in 
two dozen cities in the country last century. 

A possible next step is shifting the response to emergency calls involving mental health away 
from the Police Department. Eugene, OR’s CAHOOTS program doing this for over three decades 
provides a ready model for implementation as Albany is too small in terms of staff to spend 
considerable resources pioneering a new model. 

7.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure BB, to bring Rank Choice Voting to Albany?  Are 
you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?  

Well, I was the lead collaborator with counsel hired by Voter Choice Albany in writing Measure 
BB and I have led the effort for its placement on the ballot. So needless to write, I endorse it. 
Reasons for this measure have been elaborated above. 

8.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure CC, to increase Albany’s Real Property Transfer 
Tax?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?  

I have not endorsed this measure. Rather I am opposed. As a flat tax it is regressive. I advocated 
to the Council to place a progressive tax structure on the ballot as have Oakland, Richmond, 
and Berkeley. I noted the voters overwhelmingly passed the measure in each of those cities. 
The Council would not listen. 

I also would like a portion of Albany’s property transfer taxes to be available for rebate for 
seismic retrofitting and electrification of buildings. If the tax is to be raised this should be a 



recommended feature. If Measure CC fails and I gain office I will be in a better position to press 
for such a measure next time. 

9.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure DD, increasing the Utility Users Tax in Albany?  
Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?  Do you believe it will be prudent for 
the City to increase funding of Climate Change initiatives if this measure passes? 

The structure of this tax is based on policy I developed over ten years and advocated basing the 
measure upon. Consequently I have endorsed the measure and am actually leading the 
campaign for it. If passed I will join others providing the Council advice on how to most 
effectively spend the recommended one third of the revenue for climate protection and 
assuring the Council does so. 

As mentioned earlier this measure also cuts existing taxes for low-income households. This 
alone merits its support even if it did not provide so much else. 

10.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure EE, to nearly triple the Paramedic Advanced 
Life Support Fire Engines and Ambulance Special Tax in Albany?  Are you an endorser of this 
measure?  Why or why not?  

I co-authored the argument against this measure proposing to tax all residences the same and 
all commercial properties twice as much no matter the size. It is akin to Proposition 13 but 
worse because it proposes to tax large commercial less than residents from the outset relative 
to the revenue/income of each. It did not have to be this way. I presented the Council the 
option of basing the tax on building or land square footage as a matter of fairness. I conveyed 
other cities such as Berkeley and Alameda had successfully put such tax measures to their 
voters, Berkeley as recently as two measures in March that each passed with over 80% support. 

The Council responded this would be too complicated for Albany voters and so risk failure of 
the measure. This demonstrated an amazing lack of understanding of the electorate they 
represent, which has the highest or second highest educational attainment of any city in the 
County. Changing tack I subsequently informed that Council that basing the tax on square 
footage would result in more revenue at less cost per residence, making for a measure that was 
both fiscally prudent and more likely to pass. The Council did not bother to offer any reason, no 
matter how thin, for refusing the second time. 

The argument against the measure asks voters to turn down this tax to send a message to the 
Council to bring the electorate only the most progressive measures legally possible under the 
City’s authority. Because the measure regards a special tax it requires two thirds approval to 
pass. Consequently the odds are high the electorate will send this message to the Council. 


