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1.    Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 
incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? 

I am running for re-election to the Oakland City Council At Large seat to improve the health and 
livability of our communities, and work to assure we are caring for our most vulnerable residents 
during a global pandemic. Using my background and training, my experience as an elected 
official representing all Oaklanders, and my understanding of the contributions of our residents, I 
will work in coalition with community. We can and must build a future of greater economic 
justice and racial equity, in which we end disparities in hiring, contracting, policing and other 
governmental decisions that impact people’s lives. We must improve public health, and make 
sure to fight for implementation of key solutions related to homelessness, civilianization of police 
functions, environmental justice, affordable housing, and jobs.  

2.    Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing 
new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific 
ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the 
City? 

We must take significant action now to avoid growing woes from a pandemic health crisis and 
economy, social and environmental crises, with ever-shrinking budgets and worsening air 
quality and public health. By taking the right actions now, we can address these problems 
including prioritizing local hiring and local business utilization, civilianizing important functions 
and providing for police accountability both to reduce harms and to save money, sustainable 
transportation (including bicycle and pedestrian safety), and attracting green business and 
growing green jobs, and improving the sustainability, responsiveness, and effectiveness of our 
government. It also requires protecting residents from displacement, and taking action to help 
our unhoused neighbors with dignity rather than punishment. It requires recognizing the 
inequities, including that Black residents are disproportionately impacted, including in the 
concentration of air pollution, and in the focus of police stops and enforcement, and must be 
remedied. These are just some of the steps we must take, and it requires working in coalition, 
including activists and officials, and a broader movement for building a sustainable and just 
future.  



In some cases, it means continuing to fight to demand implementation even after the Council 
votes, such as when we voted to fund anti-displacement assistance for residents, but the 
Administration declined to issue the funding for over a year and a half – while thousands more 
were displaced.  
 
https://www.eastbayexpress.com/SevenDays/archives/2018/05/22/oakland-failed-to-spend-22- 
million-on-anti-displacement-and-homeless-assistance  

We must support and sustain local jobs, and support efforts ranging from expanding affordable 
housing, ensuring the impact fee law and tenant protections are adhered to and implemented, 
improving energy independence and transportation and land use planning, and bring City hall’s 
computer technology systems into this millennium so that basic public information is easily 
available and so residents can obtain permits and other services online saving, time, money and 
fuel, and protections from spread of disease, and to provide vital needs, including for example, 
public wifi in communities of concern, and help for tenants facing displacement.  

Together we can, and must, build a healthier and more just community. I would be honored to 
have your endorsement, as we work together to build a stronger future for Oakland.  

3.    Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications 
for the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues 
can you point to in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact? 

I grew up in and around Toronto, Canada, attending Hebrew Bible School, and came out at the 
age of 16. I attended MIT as an undergraduate, where I helped lead the student LGBT group, 
and successfully advocated for our university to adopt a sexual orientation non- discrimination 
policy, as well as working to divest our campus from Apartheid-era South Africa. In 2002, I was 
elected to serve on the AC Transit Board of Directors, and build regional collaboration to expand 
late-night service and provide zero-emission buses, and install solar power, and bicycle racks 
on buses. I was elected to the Oakland City Council in 2008, as the city-wide Council member. 
In January 2019, I was unanimously selected by my colleagues as Council President. In 
addition, serve as Oakland’s representative on the Alameda County Transportation 
Commission, where I helped write and pass Measure BB, which creates many thousands of 
quality local jobs while improving our transit. I served on the board of the Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District, fighting for stronger policies on air pollution and the concentration of 
toxins on our hard-hit communities, and winning funding for local air quality improvements, such 
as hybrid-electric Port equipment, bike stations, free transit shuttle, and cleaning up heavily-
polluting diesel trucks. Prior to my work as an elected official, I worked for Prisoner Legal 
Services, served the local community as a housing rights attorney in Oakland, and worked 
representing labor unions and workers with the law firm Altshuler Berzon.  

My educational background includes:  

• Bachelor’s. in Psychology (Phi Beta Kappa) from M.I.T.  

• Certificate in Women in Politics and Government, Boston College  

• M.A. in Urban and Environmental Policy from Tufts University  



• J.D. from Stanford Law School  

4.    Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as 
TOLA, Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone 
Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is 
not for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why 
you feel this group is worthy of your support. 

Block by Block Organizing Network has endorsed my re-election. I have worked closely with 
Faith in Action on many key issues and actions, including police accountability.  I have also 
worked closely with APTP and others on shifting funding away from heavy-handed policing, and 
toward funding solutions like civilian mental health responders. See:  

https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/2019/7/1/20677523/mental-health-police-cahoots-oregon-
oakland-sweden 

I am also a member of the following: 

The ACLU 

The Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club 

Kehilla Synagogue  

Black Women Organized for Political Action 

Stonewall LGBT Democratic Club 

John George Democratic Club 

The Sierra Club 

National Lawyers Guild 

5.    Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland 
based community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from 
volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league. 

Yes I have volunteered and worked with grassroots community organizations doing 
tree-planting in our neighborhoods, community clean-ups, donor drives for clothes and 
other items to support our community.  I also teach Hebrew bible lessons, and have 
taught and learned at multiple congregations throughout the region, including S’vara, 
Sha’ar Zavah, and Allen Temple Baptist Church. 

6.    Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act 
differently from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much 
additional revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? 



Yes, it is vital that we take action to make our tax code more progressive, and also to 
shift funds to vital community needs rather than police over-spending.  Last year, the 
police overtime expenditures were $25 million over budget, accounting for a vast share 
of the City budget.  Yet vital public needs are underfunded, including fire prevention, 
homeless services, and maintenance of our parks and sidewalks, and trash removal. 
That is part of why we fought for a budget that gave higher priority to core community 
needs (introduced by myself and Councilmember Bas).  We won some steps, including 
civilianizing special events and cuts to police arrests for bicycle/pedestrian violations – 
but further steps are needed, including regarding traffic enforcement, which should not 
have to be based on someone with a gun. In addition, we should fix our tax code to 
make it clearer, more fair, and more progressive, so that our smaller businesses pay 
less and those who are making more money pay more.  In addition, we need to close 
loopholes for those who are avoiding taxes, such as the work we previously did to make 
sure Airbnb paid taxes (which we did already accomplish), to the work remaining so that 
other tax-avoiders, like TNC companies, are required to pay their fair share. 

7.    Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how 
would they be implemented and paid for? 

In November Oakland will be voting to allow 16 and 17 year olds to vote in school board 
elections. I am proud to have worked with the youth leaders to author the measure and 
assure it successfully made it on the ballot. I have endorsed Proposition 18 on the 
November ballot to allow 17-year olds to vote in primaries during the year they turn 18.  
 
In a recent item I authored that was passed unanimously at Council was to place a 
moratorium on police arrests for bicycle/pedestrian violations which will positively impact 
young people and BIPoC who are disproportionally impacted by these arrests. I also 
authored and unanimously passed civilianizing special events out of OPD this will save 
money, reduce overall policing, and make it more efficient and cheaper for people to 
want to have events in Oakland.  In addition, I will continue to fight for the inclusion and 
representation of young people in city leadership roles and job opportunities, and to 
expand and stabilize our youth summer jobs program.  

8.    Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? 
Do you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they 
participate in a restorative justice program? 

Yes, I fully support restorative justice – and I know that mass incarceration is destructive to 
individuals, families, and our community as a whole. I support diversion programs, and 
incorporating restorative justice in schools. We also need significant improvement to the 
problems of police accountability. 

We co-authored a resolution to ban tear gas and other dangerous munitions being used against 
demonstrations, and have actively spoke out about the lies of OPD, defended a local West 
Oakland family against the smear campaign by OPD leadership and ICE, and worked with 
victims of police misconduct to ensure their voices and cases got heard.  



https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/01/17/oakland-cuts-ties-with-ice-in-response-to- 
controversial-raid/  

We have successfully introduced and passed a law prohibiting OPD from colluding with ICE, 
and the use of facial recognition technology, which tends to be both unreliable and produces 
disparate incorrect results against people of color. We have also worked together with the police 
commission and others to cut parole and probation stops/searches.  
 
https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/zmpaex/oakland-becomes-third-us-city-to-ban-facial- 
recognition-xz  

Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? 

I have actively fought for improved transparency and accountability, including, in collaboration 
with a broad community coalition, to bring forward a ballot measure to strengthen the police 
commission and its independent functioning. We have fought for data to be released about 
specific topics of concern regarding OPD, including racial disparities in bicycle, pedestrian, and 
vehicle stops, and worked to remove improper and racially biased enforcement actions.  

In addition I have brought to Council and successfully passed onto the November ballot, a 
measure allowing the police commission to hire an independent Inspector to improve their ability 
to provide accountability. 

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 
problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, 
etc.) This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you 
have another option that you support?  

Policing is the area of Oakland government which received the lowest score on the equity 
indicators report and requires substantial change. True public safety requires providing the right 
response for the job, and not assuming that sending someone with a gun is the solution to every 
problem. Thus far, we have passed my proposals to launch civilian mental health response as 
alternative to OPD, and to civilianize the Special Events function out of the police department. 
This will save community millions of dollars, as well as providing more effective response. And 
we have passed a direction to plan for changing how traffic enforcement is handled, to allow 
that, and other functions, to be shifted from police and also handled more effectively.  

In addition, we will continue to fight for additional proposals that have not yet passed (due to the 
tie-breaking vote against), including to launch a community-based support phone-line that 
people can call for support. We are also working toward civilian responders for parks, 
homelessness, mental health, family issues, traffic, bicycle and pedestrian issues, and public 
relations – which do not need to be in the police department.  

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in 
Oakland (www.nocoalinoakland.info): 

         Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how 
do you think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be 
resolved?    



I have been actively working on this, including in Oakland’s vote to prohibit coal, which I actively 
fought for, and voted for, and in ongoing efforts since that vote. In addition, I believe we will 
need to continue to also seek support of State officials (the State of California is a major funder 
of the project) to help in these efforts as well, and we have reached out for that support. I have 
been actively working in coalition with community advocates on this, including the “No Coal in 
Oakland Coalition” and would continue to do so, as well as seeking support from County, State, 
and Regional entities (such as BAAQMD) who could help in these efforts. In addition, I have 
been working to identify alternative, more environmentally-sound options for the Port and 
shipping terminal and connecting with leaders and stakeholders at the Port and beyond on 
these efforts. 

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this 
ID system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to 
cash a check?  

Yes I would be interested to work with you to resolve the Oakland municipal ID card, 
including connecting with other stakeholders, including police, schools, and more, to 
make sure it can be used.  Also to make it more easily and widely available.  One of the 
other issues I have been working on is to bring a public bank, and public check-cashing 
facilities.  I would be interested in looking at these efforts in a combined way – as we 
work to develop public-serving check-cashing facilities, we can also look to incorporate 
the acceptance of the municipal ID card. 

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a 
controlling role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and 
views about holding the developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit 
regulations? 

Yes, we must have clear expectations and community benefits and clear standards for project 
approvals – and those must then be implemented and enforced.  This includes having 
obligations be tracked.  Recently, we discovered that the administration was not tracking 
developer obligations in terms of affordable housing, and the Council has commissioned an 
audit and other strategies to ensure developer obligations and commitments are implemented 
and tracked and enforced.  In addition, we need to make sure enforcement is fair and 
consistent, and expand the communication and ability of people to find out what is and is not 
allowed in a clear way.  

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have 
been in the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are 
protected and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city? 

I was honored to work together with community and Council member Bas and others to ensure 
that Oakland passed one of the strongest eviction moratoriums in the State. In addition, our 
laws must be enforced and disseminated. We also need continued pandemic relief. We must 
work collaboratively to ensure response to the insecurity COVID-19 presents, including to 
tenants , must assure that we work to protect our BIPoC and low-income communities from 
becoming displaced, including fighting for stronger actions from the State and others, and 
continuing to provide local protections.  



  

We must expand enforcement and education about tenant protections, and provide emergency 
assistance for tenants to prevent displacement. 

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, 
eviction control and other local tenants rights regulations? 

No, I oppose these exclusions, which often unfairly leave large well-funded developers 
being held to a lesser standard than middle-income small property owners. That is part 
of why I have fought to repeal Costa Hawkins as well. 

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing 
about the environment? 

I support the Green New Deal. And, that a true Green New Deal must include social justice and 
jobs for struggling communities, while also improving public health and the environment. 
Fortunately, these solutions can go together. By fighting for more locally generated clean power, 
such as solar on local rooftops, we can create local jobs in our community while also reducing 
environmental impacts (and fire risk) from electricity generation and distribution. It means our 
efforts must take into account historic and existing injustices, such as the concentration of air 
pollution primarily in East and West Oakland, and thus, must focus responses for communities 
most in need. That is part of why I have fought for and won funding to help reduce air pollution 
in hard hit areas of Oakland, such as from trucks in and around the Port of Oakland and 
Highway 880, and improved cleaner equipment for handling ships and cranes. We need to 
provide air filtration, air quality monitoring, and protections for our communities as part of such a 
program, as well as safe transportation. Our plan for a just transition should include job training, 
such as partnerships with programs we have fought to fund such as Cypress Mandela and 
Rising Sun. It should also include job matching and access programs, and local support for 
rapid changes such as supporting local residents to get a lower- energy-use refrigerator and 
insulation. In addition, I am working to bring us more green energy technology, including 
sustainable fuels that can be made from waste products, and can be used to power trucks, thus 
replacing heavily polluting diesel with clean trucks using fuel that is locally made and 
sustainable.  

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City 
of Oakland? 

I have been working on public banking in Oakland and, building a multi-jurisdictional 
coalition to help advance a public bank, and winning funding in our budget for a public 
bank study. I believe we need to allow for this type of system so both the cannabis 
industry as well as local small businesses who are often left behind by corporate banks, 
can have a viable banking solution. I also am a proponent of placing brick and mortar 
public banks in historically marginalized communities to decrease the need for short 
term/high interest loans and predatory lending, and to provide public access to check-
cashing and other vital financial services. 



18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, 
how?  

I do support the elimination of for-profit payday lenders as they have been proven to 
prey on the elderly and the poor. One way to eliminate these predatory lenders is to 
implement a public banking system.  

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 
government? How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

Our residents are concerned, including about homelessness, and police misconduct, 
and want to see stronger actions in these areas, as well as needing more effective 
COVID response. 

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible 
to the citizens of Oakland 

I believe in accountability to my constituents as I represent all of Oakland and the diverse 
viewpoints of our community. Accountability looks like bringing community into the 
brainstorming sessions about how we will move a piece of legislation forward. It looks like 
keeping an open-door policy to me and my staff when a community member has an issue with 
how something is being implemented and figuring out together what we can do to amend 
legislation. And accountability looks like sincerely apologizing when I am human and make a 
mistake and working with the affected community to remedy any harm I may have caused. It 
also means being willing to bring forward actions and legislation and funding proposals that 
are created by and in collaboration with grassroots community.  

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? 
Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

I have a strong relationship with my colleagues. In fact, I am endorsed by Vice Mayor 
Larry Reid, President Pro Tem Dan Kalb, and Councilmembers Sheng Thao, Nikki 
Fortunato-Bas, and Noel Gallo. Together this council passed unanimously the 2019-
2021 budget and many other positive pieces of legislation that benefit all of Oakland. 

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse 
you? Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local 
races? Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this 
year the City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City Attorney. 

My endorsers include the Sierra Club, Alameda Labor Council, SEIU Local 1021, California 
Nurses Association (CNA), Firefighters Local 55, Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance 
(APALA), Black Women Organized for Political Action PAC, Alameda County Building Trades 
Council, Sprinkler Fitters Local 483, Block by Block Organizing Network, Hon. Sandre Swanson, 
Former Oakland Mayor Elihu Harris, Founder of She the People Aimee Allison, Vice-Mayor 
Larry Reid, Councilmembers Sheng Thao, Nikki Fortunato-Bas, Noel Gallo, Dan Kalb, Michael 
Colbruno, Igor Tregub, California Young Democrats National Committee Representative, 
Barbara “Bobbi” Lopez, Alameda County Democratic Party Central Committee, Pastor J. Alfred 



Smith, Sr., Julie M. Waters, Dan Siegel, Geoffrey Pete, Kitty Kelly Epstein, Cat Brooks, and 
Reverend Harold Mayberry and the Oakland Tenants Union. 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How 
much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources 
of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

I currently have raised $78K and plan to raise $180K for direct voter outreach. The 
money is coming from community, labor organizations, and my friends and family. I 
have not taken any police officer association money.  

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship 
between the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor 
and City Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city charter? 

Under the charter, the Council adopts laws and the mayor and administrator are, in 
theory, supposed to implement them.  One of the challenges facing Oakland is that 
even when the Council has voted for specific actions, such as directing making public 
land available to house the homeless, funding for emergency tenant assistance, hiring 
more 9-1-1 dispatchers, and other similar actions, the administration sometimes simply 
does not implement the directed action, and there have been no oversight to ensure 
that the legally-required implementation takes place.  That should be remedied.  

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what 
kind? Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights 
and getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend 
(https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)? 

I support public financing of elections, strong disclosure laws, closing loopholes to avoid 
people hiding money through multiple layers of third-party PACs and other affiliated 
organizations, and amending the constitution to declare that money is not speech, 
corporations are not people, and to get money out of politics.   

26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 

I would be honored to have your vote, to continue to serve you, and all the people of Oakland, 
to help build a healthier future for our communities.  Together, we have successfully passed 
important legislation, including: safer options for the unsheltered; supporting local small 
businesses; increasing work to remove trash and blight; protecting residents from displacement; 
making it safer for people to get around by foot, bicycle and wheelchair; providing for trained 
civilian response for mental health needs instead of police; and fighting for racial equity.   I am 
honored to have the support and endorsement of vital people and organizations, including our 
nurses, firefighters, and environmental justice leaders.  I respectfully ask for your vote. 

  



Together, we can work to uphold our shared values, including social justice, environmental 
sustainability, grassroots democracy, and peace.  

27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if 
you want to add one: 

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? Yes 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? No 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? Yes 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? Yes 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation? Yes 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?  Yes 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? Yes 

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy? Yes 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? 
Yes 


