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Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

From: rfillgen@cs.com (rfillgen@cs.com)

To: berkeleygreens@yahoo.com

Date: Sunday, August 23, 2020, 10:15 PM PDT

Green Party of Alameda County

Candidate Questionnaire for Berkeley City Council

 

Name: Richard Illgen                                                 

Address:  2723 Marin Avenue                       

Email and Phone: richardforcitycouncil@gamil.com.510-853-7224                                    

Campaign Web Site:    richardforcitycouncil.org                   

Candidate for what District Office:    6         

 

 

1. Motivation

Why did you choose to run for this office?

 

I am running as District 6 to be a more effective, active presence and leader for District 6.  This is
the most consequential election of our generation.  Challenging times call on us to demand more
from the people we elect.  We need to make real progress on the unmet needs in this District and
City. Living in this District I have been frustrated by what is not been done in critical areas of
governance, many of which endanger our residents.

I offer dynamic vision and proven track record to lead Berkeley through the tough period ahead.  I
have a history of activism and community involvement and proven leadership in Berkeley,
including chairing the Planning Commission and serving as the inaugural chair of the Berkeley
Rent Board. My background includes creating affordable housing and jobs as the Executive
Director of a nonprofit corporation and serving decades as a Deputy City Attorney. I know how to
get things done. 

While on the Planning Commission, I worked with environmental organizations and advocates to
create a successful ballot measure preserving open space on the Berkeley waterfront and I
helped save threatened small businesses and stabilized vulnerable residential tenants by helping
to develop rental protections for commercial (later preempted by the state) and residential
tenants. As an attorney, I worked on the lawsuit brought by Alaska against Exxon for the Valdez
oil spill and helped hold polluters accountable.  For nearly 20 years, I worked in a City Attorney’s
office holding people accountable to the public trust, including mandating fire safety, addressing
human trafficking, illegal dumping,  and housing isssues ranging from foreclosed housing to
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affordable housing, rent control, substandard housing enforcement, historic preservation, and
holding those who preyed on the vulnerable attempting to seek refuge in the United States to
account . During the financial crisis, I wrote one of the strongest laws in the nation reigning in big
banks decimating Oakland communities with foreclosures and mandating that banks keep tenants
in place in and maintain foreclosed properties. Recently I worked with Just Cities/Dellums Institute
to bring the Fair Chance ordinance (precluding landlords from using criminal records to screen
tenants) to the Berkeley City Council and drafted COVID emergency residential and commercial
tenant protections with local community stakeholders.

I would like to bring this same creativity, experience, leadership, and proven results to the
Berkeley City Council.

 

2. Priorities

What do you believe are the major issues facing your district?

 

Emergency Response: COVID has rightfully taken over the conversation on emergency
response, and we need to do more to ensure we are prepared for any health or safety
emergency, including COVID response. But District 6 is uniquely vulnerable to fire. I'll focus on
reducing the risk of a major fire, including emergency and evacuation planning, infrastructure
improvements, including pathways used for recreation and emergency evacuation, streets, and
problem poles, and saving Alta Bates hospital.

 

Infrastructure: I’ll fight for our fair share of resources to repair aging infrastructure and quickly
address safety hazards like dilapidated phone poles and treacherous walking paths, fund
improvements to improve efficiency in public buildings, address energy efficiency stormwater
runoff, and repair our local streets and walkways in District 6.

 

Homelessness and Housing: I’ll champion regional collaboration with neighboring cities and work
to extend partnerships with nonprofit providers and the County to expand mental health,
substance abuse treatment, housing, and job training to help individuals, veterans, and families
transition away from or off the streets. Providing more low and moderate income housing and
ensuring implementation and enforcement of the Fair Chance ordinance will also provide
essential housing opportunities for homeless residents.  I will utilize my decades of planning,
housing, and municipal legal experience to expand affordable family and workforce housing.

 

Small Businesses and Artists: I’ll work to ensure that our small businesses receive protections
against eviction and rent hikes, and continued financial support, similar to what cities have done
for vulnerable residents.       
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What are some specific tasks (e.g. specific legislation, policies, et.) you intend to accomplish
while in office?

 

My priorities in the above issue areas include:

Implementing a plan put in native trees and vegetation in place non-native fire prone trees and
vegetation.

Improve pathways with better emergency signage, fixing rotting, stairs, and installing railings.

Creating clear plans for evacuation in case of an emergency.

Restructuring public safety and policing.

Putting in place a plan that requires Sutter to either commit to keeping Alta Bates open or selling it
to the City or other hospital district created by Berkeley and surrounding cities.

Start moving Berkeley’s vehicle fleet to all-electric vehicles.

Finalize plans to put affordable housing on the BART sites.

Create more Tiny House locations for the unhoused.

Require energy improvements to properties on transfer.

Develop plan for saving small businesses and artists and allowing them to thrive.

Putting in place a COPA along with funding, and technical support for tenant cooperatives.

 

3. Qualifications

Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for being a City Council
member.

 

See response to Question 1 and Bio attached.

 

4. Budget

The economic downturn triggered by Covid-19 has decreased revenues to Berkeley creating a
$40M shortfall. Current plans by Mayor Arreguin call for a15% across the board cut in all
departments except police which will receive a 13% reduction. Do you agree with the proposed
budget priorities, and if not, which priorities would get increased and decreased support?

 

First, the reduction in the police budget is not sufficient - it is a smaller reduction than all other
departments.

Secondly, I would look at whether reductions can be made in management, and look at the ratio
of management to line employees in all the departments so that we have a better chance of
retaining city workers and maintaining other priorities.
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The budget projections by the City Manager assume a steep downturn in revenue for FY2021,
followed by relatively flat revenues for the following 3 years.  Should the economic downturn
continue, with an additional 10% loss of revenue, how would you prioritize the cuts?

 

Same as above, but I would keep funding for tenants and small businesses as these will help
maintain 911 emergency response and fire safety, protect the local economy, retain workers, and
help the budget in the long run.

 

5. Police

Define what the movement to “defund the police” means to you.

 

I believe that “defund the police” is shortened for “Defund the police budget to only the things
police should be doing.  Police officers are not social workers. Police officers are not teachers,
counselors, doctors or nurses.  We should redirect the resources- and responsibilities- of
nonviolent crime first response to those equipped to handle social issues and other activities that
don’t require a badge and gun.

I think it also stands for a movement arising out of the tragic events caused by police violence and
by police conduct towards black people and other minority populations for years, many times
without recourse.  Increasingly we have over-policed (in our schools, on our streets and even how
we have delivered basic social services).”  We aren’t defunding the police; we are rethinking and
rightsizing the number of sworn officers and redirecting their work to allow others to deliver
services that require different expertise for that don’t require sworn police officer.

 

 

Do you favor defunding the police and if so how do you envision it would be implemented?

 

I strongly favor reforming and reconfiguring policing. Berkeley started it in this direction to go but
somehow lost its way.  The City can reform/reconfigure policing and significantly reduce the police
budget without sacrificing public safety:

We must restore proper and fair community oversight of complaints against officers alleged not to
be following adopted procedures.
Have calls for service rela�ng to mental health and addic�on responded to by mental health or
addic�on professionals. We get be�er and more effec�ve service when we use those who are
specially trained to handle people in crisis and defuse a conflict rather than police officers.
Civilianize police posi�ons that do not require sworn officers.
Restructure and retrain 911 to send the correct response personnel.

These above steps would have a significant impact on the police budget.  Not only is the training
and equipping of a police officer costly, but early retirement and the insurance expense of police
officers add significantly to the costs of public safety.
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Do you think current Berkeley policies regarding surveillance are adequate, and if not, what
additional policies and technology bans will you attempt to implement

 

The current city policy regarding surveillance and technology used for this purpose is the Coiuncil
to review and approve the policy or technology before it is put into use.  I think we should review
this policy to determine its adequacy and if it is adhered to by staff. 

 

What policies would you favor to demilitarize the BPD? –

 

I think the City Council should specifically review and approve all equipment used by the police
and all training to ensure it is not military in nature.

 

If Urban Shield is resurrected (with a new name), would you vote in favor of BPD participation?

 

No.  I do believe it is appropriate for jurisdictions to rely upon each other in emergencies, but
Urban Shield was not appropriate. If that program comes back under a different name, I would not
support it. It is my understanding that my opponent is on record with the opposite view.

 

On which of the following do you favor a ban on police use: tear gas, pepper spray, rubber bullets,
beanbag guns, smoke grenades, police dogs, tasers, chokeholds?

 

I would ban all of these.

 

When the Police Chief Greenwood was asked at a City Council meeting what he would do if the
Council banned tear gas, he responded "Firearms. We can shoot people." Do you think such a
comment warrants the hiring a new Police Chief?   

 

I think the Chief’s statement was inappropriate and disturbing.  A responsible Chief should never
utter such a statement whether in jest or not.  It warrants s no-confidence vote by the Council,
and I would vote in favor of such a resolution if I were on the Council. Particularly at this time a
police chief needs to have the full confidence of city Council and the community.

 

Do you favor the Berkeley City Council signing of MOUs (memorandums of understanding) with
NCRIC (Northern California Regional Intelligence Center), with ICE (Immigration and Customs)
and with UASI (Urban Area Security Initiative)? 
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No. We should not be party to any agreement that puts the civil liberties or rights to real due
process at risk. These do not sound like MOUs that Berkeley should be entering into.

 

 

 

6. Land Use

What do you think are the most important land use issues facing the City today?

I have identified  three land use issue area that I plan to focun on if elected. My expertise in a city
attorney’s office and former chair of the Planning Commission will prove invaluable in guiding
council to follow a progressive land use agenda, including:

 
Appropriate development – focusing on size, environmental standards, community benefits
including emergency response needs, and protec�on of exis�ng residents. 
Crea�on of affordable housing, par�cularly along mass transporta�on lines
Preserving small business and ar�sts in West Berkeley, building addi�onal units as any use
appropriate loca�ons.

 

The City and the University have different missions: what conflicts/challenges do you foresee on
land use policy?

The University is exempt from most city regulation and also from paying taxes and these two
exemptions are at the root of each proposed project that the University presents to the City.

For example: A The University plans to demolish a multifamily property they recently acquired on
Oxford Street, as part of a plan to build a larger housing project. This building should be
preserved as housing for the current occupants rather than force displacement and destruction of
the significant building.

 

What is your position on the building of housing on The People’s Park?

 

Like many Berkeley residents, I feel a personal connection to the park, rooted in the actions that
make it historically significant.  As a UC Berkeley student in the 70’s, I was part of the People’s
Park movement, and was tear gassed multiple times in demonstrations and actions relating to the
park.

 

Beyond its historical significance,  I am also concerned that the park presents one of the few open
spaces used by the community in that area of the City. Today with the impacts of COVID, we are
seeing how important preserving such community open space is. 
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The University presents a very tempting proposal  - 1000+ units of student housing and 125 units
of housing for the unhoused. We need housing for students and the unhoused and this is one of
the largest parcels the University has available. I support building lower income, student housing
and housing for homeless people, but I have strong concerns with the plan in its current form.
Specifically,  I am concerned that the discussion is being driven by one proposal by the University
rather than having started with a community discussion and a consideration of various
alternatives of what is the best use for the Park and the community.  There seem to be no
alternatives presented-- just this plan or no plan.

 

While I agree with the overarching need for additional local housing, the current University
proposal appears to be that the park, which must be retained in part, would be for the students
and not for the community. That is unacceptable.

 

I am also concerned that the number of student housing units might overwhelm the area, and that
the design itself is too stark.

 

My largest concerns is over City/University relations. Over the past fifty years in my direct
experience, the University is not a of partner to the City, particularly when it comes to People’s
Park. ANY proposal needs to be completely vetted and have performance guarantees built-in. 
We cannot approve a plan in concept, and then allow the University to upend that plan once
approvals are obtained.

 

 

7. Safety and Infrastructure

Do you think the Berkeley response to Covid-19 has been adequate?

 

No city has had a perfect response.   Many of the steps taken by the council were necessary-
including the adoption of a rent eviction moratorium (something I worked on) and establishing the
Housing Retention Fund to prevent the displacement of hundreds of Berkeley tenants. But we can
and must do more. We must do everything we can to keep our residents and businesses secure
in their homes or business location,  including retaining the rent and eviction moratorium until the
pandemic has passed. In addition, there should be funds collected from a variety of sources and
reserved for supplemental rent payments for residential and commercial tenants to help them
recover more quickly when rents become due when the moratoriums are lifted.

 

I am also concerned that there are still too few who abide by wearing masks in public. While the
Health Department has been focused on protecting the public, until we more universally mask ,
we will not be able to reopen our businesses, schools and City at large. An enforceable mask
mandate is a start.
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Do you favor opening up the City to greater economic/social activity?

 

Only when safe and with clear and enforceable rules that are abided by and enforced by the
business and patrons.

 

Do you favor maintaining social distancing, masking and bar/restaurant closures (except for
takeout)? tYes

 

What is your position on 5G infrastructure? 

 

I want the City to have as much control over cell tower aesthetics and placement as we can get. 
We should underground as much of the facility as possible. I would also like to investigate the
possibility of requiring cell phone companies to combine services on a single tower and antenna
similar to the way power runs through one companies lines or Internet from different companies
run through one cable. I  would propose to have the City join with other cities to lobby the FCC to
give cities more control over the cell towers or seek congressional action to do so. 

 

8. Affordable housing

What is your position on building market-rate housing versus affordable housing?

 

We should not kid ourselves, trickle-down housing does not work in economics, and it does not
work in housing.  The City should proactively build or otherwise acquire permanently affordable
housing each year.  Publicly owned sites should be used only for affordable housing. The City
should review its inventory of possible sites and seek to acquire more sites to build affordable
housing. Market rate housing will be built, but we should also require strong community benefits
and that at least 20% of the units build in any development be affordable under inclusionary
provisions that do not double count the units.

 

Does building mostly market-rate help or hinder affordability in Berkeley?

 

Over the past 10-15 years, Berkeley has experienced an almost unprecedented housing building
boom, yet rents for rent controlled units that rise to market rate after current tenants vacate have
vacated. 

 

We need to build more housing, but Forbes and Moody’s have published articles on how much
housing must be built to significantly impact affordability - it will take about twenty years of annual
5% increases in new construction (more than twice what we have experienced during the recent
housing construction boon) for it to have a significant impact on overall affordability. 
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We can’t wait twenty years to begin experiencing significant relief and we can’t build our way out
of the housing crisis by continuing to build market rate housing alone. We must be committed to a
mixture of market rate and inclusionary units and separately build affordable units. As market
forces will always prioritize building market rate housing – publicly owned sites should be used
for  affordable housing alone. In addition, market rate housing construction must offer significant
community benefits, including at least 20% inclusionary or equivalent in lieu payments.

What affirmative steps would you take to increase the availability of new or refurbished affordable
housing in Berkeley?

As noted above, I would only permit affordable housing to be built on the BART parking lots, and 
I believe Berkeley should dedicate resources to build new affordable housing and require 20%
inclusionary units for the construction of new units.

We need to explore preserving existing housing as affordable housing, including acquiring  long-
term vacant units or buildings (some of which have been vacant for ten or more years), and
encouraging/adjusting zoning laws to incentivize the  building of ADU units in appropriate
locations to add infill housing.

I would also look to adopt a poposed ordinance that would give land trusts and community-based
nonprofits first opportunity to acquire rental properties when they come up for sale so that they
could become permanent affordable housing and converted to tenant ownership as cooperatives
when appropriate.

 

Are there any particular demographics or neighborhoods that you would target for this housing?

 

I support mixed income new developments and spreading this housing over the City. Our public
policies should not promote clustering low-income people into one or two geographic areas.  

 

The biggest cost in the construction of new units or preservation of existing units is the cost to
acquire the land. One way of addressing this is to have the City or a housing trust or community
non-profit corporate entity purchase appropriate housing in areas where it cannot otherwise be
feasibly built. That would permit us to better distribute affordable housing throughout the City.

 

Do you think Berkeley can/should tackle gentrification?  If so, how? 

 

We absolutely should tackle gentrification in Berkeley-

The City is lost a significant portion of its lower income, and Black, brown and other minority
residents, and we need to stop and reverse that trend. Over the past 30+ years has attempted to
do so (with mixed success). Berkeley, while not perfect, is looked upon as the leader in the state
for the combination of our rent stabilization, eviction, condo-conversion, demolition, relocation,
tenant buyout, and other ordinances.  I am proud to have authored or worked on many of them
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during my time on the Rent Board and Planning Commission. These ordinances have helped to
save thousands of tenants and homeowners from displacement.

 

But we must do more. The primary impediment to even more effective application of this safety
net has been two state laws – Costa-Hawkins and the Ellis Act- the former of which strips the
ability of municipalities to decide for themselves the best housing policies for their communities. 
This year, State Prop 21- which would partially repeal the restriction and return local control to
cities, is on the ballot. If it passes,  it will at least partially address this impediment.

Additionally, when affordable housing is built and we can legally do so, we should put a priority on
allowing displaced persons to return to Berkeley. This is particularly important for any housing
built at the Ashby BART station- as the City has the greatest control over what is built on land that
it owns. We should use the power of government to help those who need it most.

 

9. Rent Control

How important is it to keep Berkeley's form of strong rent control and eviction protections?

 

Critically essential. I have worked to pass, support, oversee, and implement rent control in the
bay area since the early 1970’s. 

 

How important is keeping an elected rent board?

Very Important

 

Do you support any candidates for the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board? If so, which one(s) and
why?

 

I support the progressive slate of candidates selected by the tenant convention process.

 

 

Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins?

 

Yes.  Sacramento politicians should not decide what municipalities do to address housing
affordability in their communities. What works in one location may not be appropriate for another. 
I not only support the full repeal of Costa-Hawkins , but have worked to do so since the late
1990’s

 

10. Homelessness
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What do you think can and should be done about "Homelessness" here in Berkeley? 

There is not a “one size fits all” approach to address homelessness.  Underscoring all efforts is
treating homeless people with dignity and respect. I would support bolstering the diverse
programs currently assisting the homeless and locating sites for temporary or long-term use to
relocate homeless from the streets to safer locations. For those who cannot get off the streets, I
would work to provide services for hygiene and physical and mental health. Berkeley should work
with neighboring cities to provide resources for the homeless.

Seventy-five percent of homeless persons have criminal records. The Fair Chance ordinance
(which I helped craft) must be fully implemented.  This policy prevents property owners, including
affordable housing owners, from using criminal records to disqualify prospective tenants and
allows formerly incarcerated persons to return to their families with the family not being at risk of
eviction from bringing a formerly incarcerated person to live with them.

The most effective way to address displacement is to avoid it in the first place.  While Berkeley
has rent and eviction controls covering much of its housing stock, state laws prevent this from
being fully effective.  Assist at-risk tenants with rental assistance, particularly during the COVID
crisis, and help some tenants stay in their homes.  While we need to build new affordable units, it
remains more cost-effective to provide this assistance than to build an affordable unit for a
tenant.

In addition to preserving and strengthening the imperfect safety-net that already exists, I would
utilize available publicly-owned land for affordable housing.  Both the Ashby and North Berkeley
BART stations are prime locations for such housing.  Persons displaced or who are in jeopardy
of being displaced should get the first option for the housing.  Persons who work in Berkeley
should have a priority. 

What is your position on the Police raids on homeless encampments?

 

As I indicated in my answer to 5 above, I believe that in most cases social issues that do not
involve criminal activity are best handled by social or mental health workers. Some encampments
are not safe or appropriate, but all do not require a police response.

 

What is your position on the evictions of houseless RV dwellers?

 

I believe that the City could have and should have handled it differently. If there were problems
with specific locations, those should have been communicated better and other options
provided/suggested.

 

Do you think the Pathways Project is a good use of city funds?

 

The concept of doing outreach, monitoring (as opposed to policing), and communicating with
encampments and other unhoused communities is valuable and important.  The Pathways
Project has been criticized because it retains a relationship to the Police Department and does



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

12/21

not give homeless persons a straight route to housing.  While well-intentioned, I think it needs
review and restructuring.

 

Have you made an effort to talk to the homeless and listen to their priorities?

 

I have communicated with advocates such as boona cheema concerning the needs of the
homelesss and how to address them. As a Councilmember, I would directly communicate with the
homeless.

 

What essential services should be a high priority for the homeless? 

 

Providing safe locations, sanitary facilities, food and water services, and masks.

 

What long term city priorities can be made to meet their needs that are independent of regional,
state or federal funding?

 

The City can and must ontinue funding support organizations that can provide safe places for
homeless residents.

 

Do you funding various service organizations, locate vacant hotels and other facilities as a
temporary shelter.

 

11. Race

Do you support The Movement for Black Lives Platform?  Yes.

 
Is there anything that you have personally done to help your understanding of problems with racism and
white supremacy in our society?
 
I support the Movement for Black Lives pla�orm and have also stated goals of the Breathe Act.  Please
read my answer to Ques�on 3 above and you will see that I have spent the past half century suppor�ng
and educa�ng myself on the issues around racial injus�ce and white supremacy.  Most recently, I worked
with Just Ci�es/Dellums Ins�tute to cra� the Fair Chance Ordinance to prevent housing discrimina�on
against formerly incarcerated individuals, a group that is dispropor�onately populated by people of color. 
For many years I worked in West Oakland as the head of a nonprofit housing corpora�on rehabilita�ng
and building affordable housing, and running a job-training program.  I worked with Legal Services to stop
redlining in Oakland.
 

12. Health



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

13/21

Do you support single-payer healthcare in California?  Yes.

 

Do you oppose Sutter Health’s plans to close Alta Bates?   Yes

If so, do you have any ideas on how to motivate them to keep it open? 
Terminate Su�er’s lease at Herrick in any other city facili�es.
Set up a regional hospital district to purchase, seismically upgrade, and run Alta Bates with another
healthcare system.
 

What policies would you support to re-localize our food system?

I wholeheartedly support the concept. I would support grocery stores and restaurants labeling
food that is from a local source and have the City to promote locally sourced food.  Promote local
agriculture in appropriate areas of the city.

 

Do you support labeling of GMO foods, similar to Vermont's law?

Yes – Information is power.

 

 

13. Climate Change

What specifically will do you think Berkeley needs to do locally to fight climate change?

To make Berkeley a zero carbon city?

 
Require Net Zero or at least Leed Pla�num standards for new construc�on;
Amend BESO to require energy upgrades at �me of property transfer;
Make the City’s vehicle fleet all electric;
Rua a BRT along San Pablo and Telegraph.
Place electric vehicle chargers on streets in lieu of parking meters at some parking loca�on.
Require vehicle chargers in all new buildings and substan�al upgrades.

 

 

14. National Policy Statements

Should the Berkeley City Council take positions on national and international issues?  Yes.

 

15. Berkeley Ballot Measures

What are your positions on the Berkeley Ballot Measures?   Yes to all.

Measure 1 - Police Accountability Charter Amendment (majority vote)



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

14/21

Measure 2 - GANN Limit Spending Authority (majority vote)

Measure 3 - Fire, Emergency Services and Wildfire Prevention Tax (2/3 vote)

Measure 4 - Tax on Transportation Network Company Trips (majority vote)

Measure 5 - Charter Amendment: Mayor and Council Compensation (majority vote)

Measure 6 - Charter Amendment: Administrative Provisions and City Attorney (majority
vote)

Measure 7 - Utility Users Tax (majority vote)

Measure 8 - Rent Stabilization Ordinance (majority vote)

 

16. State Propositions

What are your positions on State Propositions?

Prop 14 Bonds - $5.5 billion in bonds for state stem cell research   Yes

Prop 15 Taxes - commercial/industrial properties taxed at market value  Yes

Prop 16 Affirmative Action - repeals Prop 209 (1996)  Yes

Prop 17 Suffrage - restores vote to convicted felons on parole  Yes

Prop 18 Suffrage - Allows 17-year-olds to vote in primaries and special elections  Yes

Prop 19 Taxes - Changes tax assessment transfers and inheritance rules No.

Prop 20 Law Enforcement - changes policies related to sentencing, prison release, DNA . 
No.

Prop 21 Housing - Expands local governments' power to use rent control  Yes

Prop 22 Business - defines labor policies of app-based drivers and app-based companies 
No.

Prop 23 Healthcare - Requires physician on-site at dialysis clinics and state consent to
close  Yes

Prop 24 Business - Expands the provisions of the California Consumer Privacy Act
(CCPA)  Yes

Prop 25 Trials - Replaces cash bail with risk assessments for suspects awaiting trial  Yes

 

17. Endorsements

a. Whom do you support for State Assembly District 15?

           

b. Are you endorsing anyone else in your own race, considering that we have instant runoff
voting?



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

15/21

No.

Who has endorsed you?

See attached list.

18. Campaign Financing

Will you obtain public financing for your campaign?

 

Yes.

 

19. Anything Else? Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?

See attached Bio.

20. Have you signed the following pledge?

A. For democracy: https://movetoamend.org/candidate-questionnaire

Yes.

WE ENDORSE RICHARD FOR BERKELEY CITY COUNCIL

 

SEIU, Local 1021

 

 

Berkeley and Regional Leaders

Henry Levy, Alameda County Treasurer/Tax Collector

Berkeley City Councilmember Kate Harrison

Berkeley City Councilmember Ben Bartle�

Former Assemblymember Sandre Swanson

Nicky Gonzalez-Yuen, Trustee, Peralta Community College Board

Hon. Helen Burke, former EBMUD Director

Hon. Gus Newport, former Berkeley Mayor

Hon. Shirley Dean, former Berkeley Mayor

Hon. Max Anderson, former Berkeley Councilmember

Hon. Veronika Fukson, former Berkeley Councilmember

Berkeley Homeless Panel mbr./frmr. County Superintendent. Sheila Jordan
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Berkeley Zoning Adjustments/Rent Stabilization Boardmember, Igor Tregub

Berkeley Library Trustee and Rent/Zoning Adjustments Boardmember John Selawsky

Berkeley Planning/Personnel Commissioner Mary Kay Lacey

Berkeley Planning Commissioner Rob Wrenn

Berkeley Mental Health Commissioner boona cheema

Berkeley Housing Advisory Commissioner Maryann Sargent

Berkeley Housing Authority Boardmember Dan Rossi

Berkeley Children, Youth & Recreation Commission member Rebecca Gebhart

Berkeley Rent Stabilization Chair Paola Laverde,

Berkeley Commission on Status of Women member Jennifer Shanoski

Berkeley Police Commissioner Ki�y Calavita

Berkeley Parks & Recreation Commissioner Erin Diehm

Berkeley Labor Commissioner Wendy Bloom

Berkeley Energy Commissioner Janet Stromberg

Berkeley Landmarks and Design Review Commissioner Steven Finacom

Berkeley Rent Stabilization Boardmember, Alejandro Soto-Vigil,

Berkeley Rent Stabilization Boardmember Leah Simon Weisberg

Berkeley Rent Stabilization Boardmember Soli Alpert

Hon. Anna De Leon, former Berkeley School Boardmember

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf

Oakland City A�orney Barbara Parker

Hon. Jean Quan

Hon. Norman LaForce

 

District 6 Neighbors

 

Mal Burnstein  -- Creston Road

Kiran Jain -- Santa Barbara

Lawanda Ultan – Shasta Road

Fred Dodsworth – Spruce Street
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Linda Franklin – Spruce Street

Charlene Woodcock – Virginia Street

Ned Pearlstein – Scenic Avenue

Janet Stromberg  -- Cragmont Avenue

Lois Brubeck – Cragmont Avenue

Ted Bloom – Bonnie Lane

Grady Camps – Creston Road

Randy Shaw --Scenic

Cynthia Bloomfield – Cragmont Avenue

Ellie McCormack – Wildcat Canyon Road

Alan Miller – Creston Road

Ma�hew Hirsch – Arch Street

Lynn Adler – Arch Street

Shilen Patel  -- Santa Barbara

Ednah Friedman – Spruce Street

Marissa Moss  - Creston Road

Walter Miliken – Hilgard Avenue

Steve Levine – Spruce Street

Larry Gallegos – Alamo Avenue

Sasha Freedman – Creston Road

Christine Robinson – Creston Road

LaVerda Allen -- Euclid

Daniella Thompson -- Le Conte

M. Rivka Polatnick – Le Roy Avenue – Berkeley Community Safety Coalition

 

City of Berkeley Supporters

 

Moni Law, Housing and social justice advocate

Margot Dashiell, Alameda County Women’s Hall of Fame honoree

Prof. Dan Lindheim
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Michael Berkowi�, Social Justice activist

David Blake, Housing advocate

John Brauer, Labor leader

Franchesca Callejo, Housing advocate

Daniel Caraco,

Jeff Carter, Esq.

Asa Dodsworth, Housing advocate

Kelly Hammargren

Joan Finton (Baumrind)

Rick Judd, former Board of Adjustments member

Jay Kelekian, Housing advocate

Jack Kurzweil, Social Justice activist

Sharon Maldonado, Social Justice advocate

Becky O’Malley, Historic Preservation leader

Margot Rosenberg, Labor rights a�orney

Marty Schiffenbauer, Housing advocate

Lisa Stephens, Housing advocate

Anna Marie Taylor, (McGee-Spaulding-Hardy Historic Interest Group)

Pam Webster, Housing advocate

James Brighton

David Mundstock

Jay Koslofsky

Ethan Guy

Alan Sparer

Margot Smith

Zipporah Collins

Judy Bertleson

Linda Agerter

Richard Garcia

Jennifer Mary Pearson
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Charlo�e Fishman

Karen Ma�a

Miriam Dym

Isabel Callejo-Brighton

Christina Tiedemann

David Hall

Zachary McCoy

Abigail Thorne-Lyman

Summer Brenner

Robin Miller

Miles Kelekian

Jane Welford

Victor Caelljo-Brighton

Martin Nicolaus

Luz Buitrago

Sharon Djamal

David Hall

Sally Hindman

Joan Finton Baumrind

Jeffrey Selbin

Stephen Bedrick

Kathryn Seligman

James Hendry

Ka�ye Giles

Karl Knobler

Ha Le

Jennifer Vera

Rosa Kelekian

Tina Chan

Jane Welford
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Sarah Nelson

Katherin Bondy

Juliana Dickey

Margaretta Lin

Richard Illgen – Brief Bio

 

·                     Born and raised in Oakland, CA, attending public schools (1949).

·                     Moved to Berkeley to attend UC (1968-72).

·                     UC student representative to Berkeley’s Rental Housing Committee (1969-71).

·                     Campaign to pass Berkeley’s first in the state rent control law (1972). 

·                     Conscientious objector, working in Oakland to create low-income housing (1971-
73).

·                     Executive Director for nonprofit housing development corporation creating
affordable housing and running job training program (1973-83).

·                     Partnered with Legal Aid against banks and savings and loans in Oakland redlining
in East and West Oakland, produced new lending programs. (1978-80).

·                     Participated in campaign for Berkeley’s first permanent rent control. (1980).

·                     Served on the first Berkeley Rent Board—as chair for the first two years (1980-84).

·                     Attended law school (1983-86).

·                     California Bar Admission (1986)

·                     Planning Commission, chair for two years, (1985-89)

While on the Planning Commission, partnered with the Sierra Club create and pass a
ballot measure to protect the Berkeley waterfront.

Involved in efforts for Berkeley to enact commercial rent control to preserve
endangered small businesses.

Alaska Bar Admission (1988).

Alaska (1989-97).  

Worked for the law firm that represented the state of Alaska suing Exxon over the
Exxon Valdez oil spill.

Sued the largest landlord in Alaska for employment and housing discrimination, and
wage claims, winning a large judgment.

Won an appeal before the Alaska Supreme Court giving tenants more rights and
eviction actions.



8/24/2020 Yahoo Mail - Richard Illgen Berkeley Council District 6

21/21

Returned to Bay Area, working for Berkeley firm that represented American Indian tribes
and their health clinics (1997-99).

Oakland City Attorney’s Office (1999-2018).

Wrote strongest foreclosure legislation in California protecting homeowners, tenants,
and neighborhoods from foreclosures and property blight and enforced the legislation.

Supervised rent control and nuisance enforcement unit.

Put a major substandard residential hotel into receivership and forced its sale to a
nonprofit housing developer to retain the existing tenants, rehabilitate the property,
and make it permanent low-income housing.

Wrote initiated legislation strengthening Oakland’s rent control ordinance, just cause
for eviction protections, and tenant’s rights.

Handled and negotiated major redevelopment projects, including the historic
renovation of the Fox Theater.

Worked on fire issues with Fire department, including as on-site attorney during Ghost
Ship fire.

Closed down hotels and massage parlors involved in human trafficking.

Successfully sued fraudulent immigration consulted firm taking advantage of
vulnerable persons trying to remain in this country.

Placed a receiver on a substandard SRO hotel being used for drug dealing, clearing
up the drug problem.

Reformed a large substandard apartment complex that had the most police calls for
service in Oakland.  Cured code violations, forced a plan to reduce crime on the
property, protecting residents and neighbors.

Drafted and enforced ordinances against illegal dumping and graffiti.

Reviewed fees and budgets for various city departments.

Union member at City Attorney’s Office IFPTE, Local 21 (1999-2018).

Retired from City Attorney’s Office (2018).

Volunteer to assist in legislative efforts in Berkeley and Oakland (2019-20)

Worked with the Dellums Institute/Just Cities to create and enact the Fair Chance
Ordinance.

Assisted the Berkeley in drafting the COVID residential and commercial rent and
eviction moratoriums.

 

 

 

 

 


