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Oakland City Council District 5 Questionnaire

Name: Richard Santos Raya

Address: 2508 E27th St.Oakland,CA 94601

Phone: 5109107015

Email: info@santosraya.com

Website: https://www.santosraya.com/  

Current occupation: Legal Educator at Centro Legal de Rasa

Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 

incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her?

There is an urgent need for truly progressive leadership on the Council, especially within District 

5. I’m not running so much to put myself on the council, but to elevate and amplify the demands 

of the people as a facilitator and co-governor.  

 

After realizing that Councilmember Gallo was running unopposed, I asked several local leaders 

and activists in the streets during a protest outside his house if they knew of anyone running. The 

answer I received, again and again, was that I should consider running. 

 

I’m resilient and full of energy and passion. I feel that I’m the right person to run to represent this 

community because I have, and will continue to, put in the necessary effort it takes to build 

relationships and run a strong campaign. Again, this run is not about some personal agenda, but 

instead feeling called, feeling like the right person in the right place at the right time to do some 

good. 

 

More generally, Councilmember Gallo’s leadership style does not adequately serve our district. 
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He is fond of saying that “we have enough laws, we just need to enforce them,” and he has 

historically not been a proactive policy proposer. This approach allows District 5 to languish 

under-resourced, and without a representative to communicate a bold policy vision that would 

bring sustainable cultural and economic growth to the flatlands of Oakland.  

 

District 5 sorely needs a Councilmember who is systems oriented, and generates comprehensive 

policy plans to address our systemic problems. Furthermore, we need an energetic representative 

who is able to work with other Councilmembers, who keeps their word regarding votes and other 

promises, and who is willing to actively reimagine public safety and defund the police. I’m 

running to bring consistent progressive values, creativity, and enthusiasm to the role, and to bring 

safety, prosperity, and increased culture and pride to the district and the City as a whole.

Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new ideas on 

the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas you intend to pursue 

if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the City?

 

My main priority has to be sustainable revenue and intelligent budget. In short, get money and 

manage it better. 

I want to implement the progressive business tax and a participatory budgeting process. I discuss 

this in further detail in Budget.

I want to work with the police union and commission to reallocate police funds for public 

services and reduce the scope of their work. I discuss this in further detail in Police.

I want to convert TPO (temp-part time)positions into full time positions.This will allow us to have 

fully staffed and managed programs; part time managers who don’t have guaranteed hours don't 

ensure continuity. 

I want to hold the city accountable to contract work and ensure they are done as a cost saving 

measure. For example in my district (D5), the BRT took 8 years to complete. The City let a 

contractor do not just the construction but the planning, and the contractor (Anew America) was 

tasked with distributing funds to businesses affected by the construction. Local businesses feel 

left out and unsupported by this project. I strongly believe funds were mismanaged and 

misallocated-- many businesses are still awaiting disbursal of their allocated grants.
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Also in my district dumping and public sanitation is a big issue. The incumbent Councilmember 

Gallo is famous in our district for walking around and collecting trash. While solitary efforts are 

admirable, I believe this issue requires a systemic city-wide approach. I plan to work with 

community based orgs like the beautification committee. Together I plan to drive collaboration 

between local orgs and county services to come up with a sustainable solution to this issue. It 

can't be solved by just paying trucks to drive around. But certainly I am not an expert on the issue, 

which is why I plan to create and manage such a collaboration.

While related to the more immediate issue of policing, the recent BLM uprisings have brought 

renewed momentum to conversations about racial justice broadly, and addressing the racial-

economic divide in Oakland (a la “reparations”) specifically. . As I’ve mentioned before (and 

detailed in my bio on my website), I’m a Chicano man that was raised by a Black woman. My 

mother’s family came to Oakland from Mississippi in the 1940s, and has seen the rise and then 

fall of Black wealth in Oakland; they have nearly all moved away, either to Vallejo or back to the 

South. We can and must do better to repair the wealth robbed of the communities that made 

Oakland beautiful and strong.. To address this:

I want to pass a Black New Deal, as detailed on APTP’s website: we can and should leverage city 

funds to provide vital health and housing support to residents in the flatlands, as well as create a 

job corps that offers union-pay jobs to residents and addresses infrastructure and environmental 

needs 

I want to empower schools and teachers with school-site based support staff and wraparound 

health services, as well as expanding housing subsidies for teachers 

I want to create a Cultural Corridor that celebrates Oakland’s rich culture and activist/political 

history: partnering with residents to design and plan a contiguous corridor of plaques, statues and 

murals celebrating Black Panthers, Bruce Lee, Fred Korematsu, Moms for Housing and more

Homelessness, which many would argue should be higher up. I would take this time to say that 

this list are all equal priorities, that I am not just tacking homelessness on the end. We need long 

term solutions. The traditional shelter model doesn’t work.The waiting lists are long and most 

individuals spend just a few nights or weeks before being forced out onto the street again. The 

City of Oakland has a lot of abandoned property.I plan to work with other councilmembers, The 

Mayor and other city services to acquire these properties and convert them into long-term 

homeless rehabilitation centers, called Permanent Supportive Housing. They will be staffed with 

professionals that will assist with mental health and drug addiction counseling as well as working 

to transition these individuals back to working and renting within the city of oakland. It will cost 

more in the long run if we continue investing in piecemeal solutions. Currently the City parks 

dumpsters near encampments. I don’t plan to take away funds from shelters or non-profits who 

are already hard at work on this issue.Instead I plan to work with them to add or improve their 
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existing services. For every dollar invested in long term homelessness solutions the city can 

expect to see about $1.20 in return through cleaner/safer streets, less emergency spending (ER 

visits, emergency cleaning, etc.) and an increase in non-resident traffic in commercial areas.

Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office 

of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can you point to in your 

time as an elected official that have had a positive impact?

 

I am a member of the cultural affairs commission. Through this entity, I have developed an 

understanding of subcommittees and the process of constituent feedback as well as a general 

understanding of how the City of Oakland functions politically and bureaucratically. I have a law 

degree and my professional work at Centro Legal de la Rasa involves teaching the law to 

highschoolers. In many ways, my current work foreshadows some of the actual tasks of a City 

Councilmember.. As an educator of the law I break down complex law and policy into layman's 

terms as part of my work, and I interact with District 5 families daily. I connect them to services 

(immigration, labor rights, and more), and act as an advocate generally.

I'm excited about replicating this,the most satisfying part of my job, on a district wide-level, and 

to bring to bear all the skills I’ve honed through a public office. We must seek out, invite, and 

engage the community in our legislative-making processes if we are to grow a sustainable and 

robust democracy, and I believe my skills, experience and desire qualify me to do so for this 

District.

Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, Make 

Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone Democratic Renewal 

Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, 

REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your 

support.

 

Several of my students at Centro Legal were involved in the Black Organizing Project. As their 

mentor and as a community leader, I've supported several of their protests and events. Groups like 

BOP help build political consciousness in young people, a cornerstone of a healthy democracy. 

They help advance social justice ideals in an organized way -- ideals that thrive in a place like 

Oakland.
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We also recently received an endorsement from BBBON.

Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 

community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from volunteering in 

your school to being in your church baseball league.

 

Prior to Covid-19. I ran a monthly story-telling circle. People from all backgrounds would gather 

to hear stories about the community. Storytelling allows us to bring our whole selves together. It 

builds trust and connects us to each other which is the foundation of community.

Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently from the 

council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional revenue should the City 

aim to take in, and how would you generate it?

 

For District 5 I would implement a Participatory Budgeting Process. As mentioned, I strongly 

believe in integrating the community and constituent feedback more into my own decision-

making process. I plan to hold Friday meetings in advance of budgetary votes so that D5 

members could ask me questions on what I was voting for. I plan to conduct such meetings in a 

public place in D5 and not in City Chambers and D5 residents would have an open invitation to 

join.

I support the progressive business tax proposed by Sheng Thao and Nikki Bas. 

Furthermore, I’d take inventory of tax-exempt business and re-evaluate if all of those types of 

businesses, especially those that make more than a certain amount, should continue to be exempt.  

 

We can also explore creating “luxury” taxes through our sales tax code, levying higher 

sales tax rates on items regularly purchased only by the wealth.
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Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for the Oakland government and how would 

they be implemented and paid for?

 

Yes! Youth are a big deal to me as I work with them every day professionally. First and foremost: 

the November ballot has a proposal to lower the voting age for school board to 16. This has my 

full support and if it doesn’t pass, as city councilmember, I will propose it again. I think it’s 

important to help youth generate political power as they represent the future of the district. 

Furthermore, I want to increase support to schools for political engagement and political 

education. If possible, I will work to allocate city funds to extracurricular programs that work to 

further the political engagement of our City’s youth. In addition I will work with my scheduler to 

ensure that an integral part of my weekly schedule incorporates attending highschool political 

events. 

My overall youth platform: I want to make sure that children and young adults in Oakland have a 

positive education experience. Part of this involves funding positions ancillary to primary 

education, such as, behavior interventionists, career counseling, etc. This will come from the law 

enforcement budget and staff as well as from the business tax which targets top earning 

corporations. I believe such positions are crucial in diverting from the school to prison 

pipeline.Creating more role models and exposure to professionals on campus is key to the fight 

against criminal organization. If we make education a positive experience this will increase 

second grade literacy and lower 7th grade truancy level, which data shows are two key indicators 

that foreshadow the likelihood of future incarceration. By building happier youth and stronger 

schools, we plant the seeds for a healthier and more resilient community, less susceptible to social 

ills and disruptive of the school-to-prison pipeline.

Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do you 

suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a 

restorative justice program?

Currently most Oakland residents either dislike the police or generally have little to no faith in 

them. The common perception is that the police will show up hours after a call,especially if the 
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incident is violent. For example, recently my home was hit by several stray bullets coming from a 

nearby altercation. Police came, searched for 5 minutes, didn't find the bullets themselves and 

left. 

As City Councilperson I want to help radically reimagine the role of police in our society. We 

need to somehow reduce the scope of their work while increasing residents’ safety. How? We 

create a higher caliber of police officer. First we target easy places to remove police in order to 

avoid an unnecessarily contentious interaction. For example we can remove the police from 

mental health calls, event permitting. traffic citations, animal control, etc. In fact, the traffic 

department should not be under police purview at all, it should undergo a radical reimagining on 

its own, one that ultimately runs cheaper and more efficiently. The removal of police from such 

city services ultimately serves to benefit peace officers as it will help us limit police overtime so 

they aren’t overworked. 

In addition and concurrently we want to restructure police oversight and hiring. Currently, 

Oakland Police Department  is budgeted for more positions than they fill. The excess in the 

budget is drawn upon to pay for overtime, which is 1.5 their hourly salary and is one of the only 

reasons why the position is attractive. This doesn’t make any sense. Why should you be enticed to 

earn a competitive salary by overworking yourself? It’s proven that officers tend to overpolice 

towards the end of their shift, this overtime abuse trend thereby creates a vicious cycle. Therefore, 

as we continue to defund, we must concurrently strive to create a better police officer who has 

less hats to wear and has better training. We then create other positions outside of the police 

department. Mental health counselors, traffic enforcement agents and event management are all 

lower pay - volunteer positions we can create to offset their workload.

Another issue with police is that the City pays a substantial amount  of money for settlements in 

police disputes. I would propose a measure to have the police pension fund pay such settlements. 

And on the topic of expensive costs incurred by the police department, we’ve had 17 years of 

federal police oversight. The issue is, we need to end the oversight by complying with their terms. 

Currently we face too many lawsuits and violations to end this oversight, while the Feds charge 

us a fee. We need to sit down and have a candid discussion with leaders in the police dept about 

what we can do about this, while radically altering the scope of their work to reduce the 

likelihood of police oppression.

Something we can start on but not necessarily complete in a term is a city managed police 

training academy. Other cities can send police here.It would reduce the need for federal 

intervention and we could create a new radical training program that other Bay Area cities could 
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send their officers to. The City of Berkeley could benefit from this as they are currently a member 

of Urban Shield and their officers receive the equivalent of military training which is problematic.

Lastly, I’ve been involved with restorative justice work since high school with the Berkeley High 

Student Court. There, suspension-worthy offenses were diverted to a Student Court where a jury 

of literal peers determined an “Alternative Consequence Plan” in lieu of suspension (which 

pushes marginalized students even further out of the classroom and school 

community).Restorative justice boasts better recidivism statistics than punitive measures. Often, 

our impersonal criminal justice system comes down harshly on the poorest and most vulnerable, 

something I witnessed firsthand as a clerk at the Alameda County Public Defender’s office. There, 

I drafted motions (including a successful motion to dismiss) and even got to argue in court. In 

every case I touched, I can’t remember a single instance in which I felt that incarceration would 

better serve my client that services and intentional reintegration into the community. Better police 

starts with a better understanding of criminal justice. I want to create a system of proud, well paid 

and well trained peace officers who work alongside a motivated body of support staff. That’s my 

vision for the Oakland Police Department.

I should also mention I speak as someone whose family has been the victim of violent crime. My 

birth mother was murdered when I was five years old. I nursed rage and resentment for much of 

my childhood, before finally learning to let go, forgive, and live. Those are the seeds of my 

restorative justice ethos. Many people love to claim that those who support restorative justice and 

prosecutorial diversion have never been affected by violent crime. That is simply untrue

Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission?

 

Yes. The Mayor and city council currently appoint people to the police commission. I believe they 

should be a third party altogether. A civilian police commission should have a lot more 

responsibility and oversight, including training and budget.

Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain problems in a 

civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, etc.)

This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have another 

option that you support? 
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I am 100% in favor. Please refer to my response for Police.  I want to be intimately involved in 

building out robust and strong systems that are woven into the city fabric to provide this support 

that would traditionally fall under the overburdened purview of a peace officer. Our motto will be: 

when we call, they come.

Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland (<http://

www.nocoalinoakland.info>www.nocoalinoakland.info):

         Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you 

think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved? 

I believe the City should hold fast to its aspiration to not allow coal to be shipped through our 

terminal. Be doing so, we can begin publicly “divesting,” or refusing to be complicit in the use of, 

harmful energy sources.

Drawing upon my legal training, though, I recognize that the City’s approach to banning coal-- 

which, in effect, specifically targeted Phil Tagami-- will likely not hold up in court. I recommend 

that the City recognize it is not likely to win on appeal, to go back to the drawing board, and to 

come up with a new city-wide policy about the handling of coal; in doing so, the City should not 

only affirm the health risks of handling coal within the City, but also of its larger global 

implications as a fuel source. There is no paucity of data and evidence to point to that supports a 

finding that not only does handling coal harm Oakland, but burning coal harms the Earth (of 

which Oakland is a particularly vulnerable member). By renewing their efforts with broader and 

deeper goals and evidence, Oakland can hopefully defeat the legally legitimate arguments raised 

by this specific developer. 

What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this ID system 

so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash a check? 

 

As a candidate and as an individual I’d like to use this question to state the fact that my team and 

I are all strong supporters of keeping Oakland a Sanctuary City. Although I was born here, as a 

member of the Latinx community, this issue is close to my heart. Individuals should not be 
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punished for trying to escape to a better life. The Oakland City ID, if improved, would serve as a 

great tool for all individuals in Oakland to have a legitimate form of ID, outside the control of 

Federal Agents. In concept, they could use the ID to present as identification if needed and make 

purchases.

I am certainly no expert on the ID and its pros and cons. My policy research team has and will 

continue to research the ID and Public Bank. Once in office, we plan to partner with orgs and 

individuals that have expertise on these two subjects. That being said, the two main issues we’ve 

been able to identify thus far are: adoptability and acceptability. 

We need to work together as a city to get behind such a card. It should not be seen as a hindrance 

but instead as a way forward. Widespread adoption of the card would give us autonomy from the 

bureaucratic processes of the state or even federal agencies. I would work with the Oakland 

Police and OUSD and listen to their concerns. As for national entities such as banks, we would 

need to have an improved and efficient card to lead by example before we make such an ask. 

Checks should be able to be cashed at the Oakland Public Bank.

Paired with the improvement of the ID and the implementation of the Oakland Public Bank needs 

to be a free public financial literacy course to the public. The space selected for the Oakland 

Public Bank should include space for one or more classrooms as well as a satellite office for the 

ID card. The lessons should be bilingual, with a minimum availability in English, Spanish and 

Cantonese. The public should learn about the use of basic financial instruments. We could utilize 

college economic or finance majors as a volunteer pool to cut costs. Or we could consider hiring 

instructors depending on the budget. This is the only way to achieve adoptability. Oakland 

residents feel wary of such services because of widespread mistrust of the City government. We 

need to create a safe space for all, which goes beyond just renewing the Sanctuary City 

commitment. 

Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling role in 

shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about holding the 

developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations?

 

Here’s what’s going on now: Oakland is rolling out tenant protection. People are complaining that 

it's communism. Landlords are complaining about being unable to evict. Small-time renters are 
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the most adversely affected. Specifically homeowners who have 4 or less units to rent out on their 

property. With the process for permitting it is often too expensive to rent out for small time 

renters. More often than not people will be in favor of selling. This exacerbates our property 

issues further. We need to recognize that small time renters (roughly four or less units) are not the 

enemy. Added together, they actually increase our city’s rent stock by a significant amount. We 

need to make it easier for them to do that. We need to slash the red tape they face in having units 

for rent. We should go as far as to incentivize small landlords to keep affordable housing in stock 

through  subsidies or tax structure incentive schemes. I would even go so far as to make those 

keeping units at BMR prices exempt from property tax from the City, but this would require more 

research work. 

For large developers we would impose an aggressive scaled vacancy tax. The tax would be on all 

units currently vacant and would increase exponentially based on the listed rental price for those 

units as compared to market rate. The tax would decrease proportionally with listings BMR until 

it would reach zero for an agreed upon “affordable housing value.” The revenue from this tax 

could go towards the subsidy or tax incentive scheme proposed for small landlords or be used to 

make up for the loss in property tax from them. As mentioned, developers who commit to having 

affordable units could seek exemption from such a penalty.

Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in the 

news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected and that 

Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city?

 

Debt forgiveness and rent abatement (paired with mortgage relief) and the commandeering of 

abandoned developments to create a healthy supply of affordable housing and ensure that 

vulnerable renters won’t be pushed out onto the streets. Additionally, an eviction moratorium.  

The city should explore subsidized housing loans—similar to the original New Deal—specifically 

targeted in communities historically affected by redlining, and assist Black and Brown people into 

home ownership so they can set down deep roots in Oakland. Finally, rent and eviction 

moratoriums will ease the pressure on renters of color, and an attenuated loan-support scheme can 

help build a strong and diverse homeowner class. 

Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction control 

and other local tenants rights regulations?
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Hell no!

Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about the 

environment?

I am a supporter of the California Green New Deal and of New Deals, Black or Green, generally. 

Just and equitable transitions are important, though, not just to get buy-in from across the aisle 

but to actually make our move toward sustainability from an environmental standpoint also 

sustainable from a social and political standpoint. I thus think that Oakland needs to actively 

explore transitions away from fossil fuels and the growth of alternative energy infrastructure, 

while also providing support to small businesses and working-class folk to make the change (and 

not just hoping that an obscure system of credits and taxes will incentivize the shift to solar for 

the average Oaklander). 

Oakland has already created a Department of Race and Equity (which should be vastly 

strengthened and better integrated into the City’s every process). Oakland, as a progressive leader 

nationally, should also create a fully staffed and funded department of Climate Justice that holds 

Housing, Transportation, and Economic Development to strict and aspirational environmental 

standards. 

I’d like to explore modernizing the City of Oakland’s transportation system to have competitive 

environmental standards. In this process, the first step would be using tools that already exist to 

gauge how we stand. This can be done with the Mobility Equity Framework: a tool to assess and 

compare various clean mobility options by equity indicators/metrics. This tool can be used at the 

district level to help communities decide which clean transportation options they want 

implemented based on their needs. We could then use that data to create a community based 

transportation plan. My district could then advocate for their community based transportation plan 

to utilize the framework on the city level. This is a proven method to being to address how city 

transportation can be improved to meet the standards or world threatened by climate change.

 

Given the last 3 years of wildfire drastically impacting health, safety and air quality, we can 

anticipate this being an annual occurrence along with regular PG&E shutoffs. We need to allocate 
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funding to prepare local stocks of pandemic-preparedness supplies, similar to what needs to occur 

on a national level. We can create a standing budget allocation for disaster/pandemic 

preparedness, funded comfortably by the aforementioned expanded revenue streams.  

 

Lastly, we need stricter regulations on major emitters like the Port (West Oakland) and Foundry 

(East Oakland) to mitigate the impact on the health of our residents, especially that of Black and 

Brown communities. We need to explore avenues of alternative employment (Such as green new 

deal jobs) and industry avenues as we transition to more equitable models, we can also fund the 

creation of jobs that install green space in affected neighborhoods; why do only wealthy 

neighborhoods deserve tree-lined streets? We can provide important oxygen-producers to all parts 

of the city. I am excited about the research currently being done on the racial equity impacts of 

low-emission zones. Policies such as waivers for low income drivers, revenue invested in low 

income areas specifically to reduce emissions could work on the city or even district level. From 

our perspective, low income residents of color should be very deeply involved in shaping and 

deciding on the potential policy strategies. 

Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of Oakland?

 

I am in full support. I am excited to have the opportunity to give Oakland residents a public 

banking option. But it’s important we do it well. I want no expense spared. I want the city to 

consider a large space that not only serves as a bank, but as a city-sponsored financial literacy 

center. We would have classes happening every day, seminars, Q&As, guidance counselors, etc. 

We would want the atmosphere to be unbureaucratic and inviting. My district has residents that 

suffer from chronic poverty and I can see an achievement gap in financial literacy playing a major 

part in this narrative. 

People in such a condition have developed a fear and mistrust of financial institutions and 

government. Predatory lending, such as payday lenders, have been a major impetus in this. Let’s 

not create a bank mired in complexity and bureaucracy (like the Oakland Public Finance for 

elections has been). Let’s use this opportunity to change the narrative and create a place people 

want to go to. We should have the first branch in District 5, where it’s easy to find a large space at 

low cost. We would start the bank with a major outreach campaign to bring those with the most 

need for public financial instruments to our doors as the first customers. Their success stories will 

show the rest of the city just how feasible public banking can be. 
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Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, how? 

 

Yes. We would work with the Public Bank on creating non-predatory lending options and as we 

increase utilization of the Public Bank, we increase working capital to lend. Part of that research 

will also involve learning more about why such loans are in such high demand and what kind of 

financial instruments can be used in lieu of them. I would also like to explore the implementation 

of financial literacy workshops in schools as well as for adults.

Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city government? 

How would you rate the satisfaction level?

 

2/10. General perception of the residents of my district that I’ve spoken to is that the City Council 

is ineffective. People do understand the city lacks resources. People think that the resources that 

they do have aren’t reallocated well. Most would argue that police and developers run the city. 

My district has potholes on almost every street. We aren’t well represented.

Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the citizens 

of Oakland

 

I want to be held publicly accountable by my constituents and grassroots/ground-level 

organizations that have provided their support to me during this campaign. I plan to have a 

weekly and a monthly constituent meeting to remain on the calendar come hell or high water. My 

plan as a candidate is to make co-governance the norm. I plan to make drafted legislation that I’m 

working on available to view publicly. And the community orgs I mentioned who have helped me 

on the campaign or have an interest in helping me once elected, I plan to work with them on every 

piece of legislation I create while applicable. Currently, the key organizations I work with are 

Oakland Rising, The Ella Baker Center and Sunrise. I am happy to include The Oakland Green 

Party in my work regardless of who they move forward with endorsing

Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? Who do you 

see as a working majority on council and who can you work with?
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Nikki Bas  - to me is the gold standard of a modern council member. She is always so accessible 

and doesn’t mind being outspoken about her progressive ideologies.

Sheng Thao is also proven to be an effective representative of his people. Like Nikki, she has 

similar ideals to myself. Sheng has the uncanny ability to leverage the city in support of her 

community. 

Carole Fife Is someone I al already working with and may consider endorsement. She and I are 

part of the same progressive wave. We seek to make drastic steps towards housing for all and a 

defunded and just police.

Rebecca Kaplan has a long and impressive record of uplifting social justice values. She also has a 

better haircut than me.

Dan Kalb and I align on a lot of our ideals. He did come out publicly and  endorse Noel Gallo, but 

I don’t hold that against him.

Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? Who are you 

endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? Include your #2 and 3 

choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year the City races are Council seats, 

School Board seats and City Attorney.

 

Rosie Torres the current (termed out) D5 School Board member has endorsed me publicly and 

provides valuable insight and consultation to my campaign.

Block by Block Organizing has also endorsed us.

As this endorsement is due on Sunday, I do not have definitive answers for the following, but I do 

expect the endorsement of

Mike Hutchinson for D5 School Board (Rosie Torres is termed out)
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Pastor Michael McBride 

Oakland Rising

Sunrise - As I am a key organizer in this org.

My #2 choice for this race is Zoe Brown

My #3 is a shoe

City Attorney- no preference yet.

And of course I endorse Carol Fife for D3 councilmember

Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money 

do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial 

contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any).

 

Currently we have raised over $11K and we expect for it to be well above $20K after we receive 

public financing. Rosie Torres has told us that it is possible to win with $20K. I think the 

maximum amount we would need is $50K but I have set a goal of around $30K for us to be 

comfortable. Our money comes from a combination of private, individual donations from those 

responding to our social media posts or through word of mouth as well as public financing from 

the City of Oakland. We refuse to accept any donations from any entity associated with the 

Oakland Police or any large real estate developers.

Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between the Council 

and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City Attorney? Are there 

any changes you would propose to the city charter?

 

The current relationship with the Oakland City Council and Mayor Libby Schaff is not 

productive. Some Council Members are not even on speaking terms with Libby anymore. The 

reason being Libby likes developers and cops. I don’t believe in this approach. I am happy to 

work with the Mayor and all Council Members and could not foresee myself shutting anyone in 
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government out like that. I am somebody that most people find agreeable and easy to talk to. 

Avoiding conversation and shutting people out leads to nothing getting done. My commitment is 

to the people of District 5 and the residents of the City of Oakland and I will stand by this 

commitment no matter what. There will always be an open channel to dialogue and the only way 

we can help out those in the City who need it is if we always find a way to work together, move 

forward and look past our differences. 

I’d like to Partner with Sogorea Te land trust and formalize a commitment to them that is so 

binding, it must involve ratifying or amending the City Charter. I’d like to add that this is a long-

term goal of mine but in terms of what I would focus on first, I would defer to the list towards the 

beginning of the questionnaire.

Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? Do you 

support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and getting money out 

of politics? 

Yes I believe we need to reform and strengthen public financing. A lot more candidates were left 

out of the loop because the public finance system was not well publicized or structured. Public 

Finance is important because it serves as a mechanism to dilute corporate interest in politics. In 

office, I plan to take my experience with taking public financing and use it to help guide its 

refinement.

Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend (<https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend>https://

movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?

 

Yes we have taken the Pledge to Amend

Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?

We need to stick our neck out to advance social justice or progressive policies. That’s what 

excites me about running for office. I idolize figures like Alexandria Ocasio Cortez because she 

uses her position to bring to light issues or stances that many of her moderate co-legislators won’t 

stick their neck out for. I feel myself the young, energetic new wave of politics and I am so 
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grateful to have the opportunity to share with you my vision for the future.

    27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want 

to add one:

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage?

Yes

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights?

No. It needs a revisit. 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate a foreclosure crisis?

Yes

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting?

Yes

e. Would you support Proportional Representation?

Yes

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation? 

Yes

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems?

Yes

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy?

Yes, and I have a few choice words for Jeff Sessions should he have the courage to return to our 

great state. 
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i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department?

Yes

Let me know if you need anything else!

Thank you for your consideration

Forrest Liu

Finance/Endorsements/Volunteers

Richard Santos Raya for District 5

<http://www.santosraya.com/>www.santosraya.com


