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1 -- Why did you choose to run for the Hayward Area Recreation and Park District (HARD) 
Board? 

              I have been active in my community from youth swimming through HARD to bringing 
the Salt Marsh Harvest Mouse and Nitro Cellulose topics up as an advocate for more wetlands 
and less housing from Citation Homes on the San Leandro bay front as a teenager in the mid 
80's.  I have always used the urban HARD parks but also respected the need to be proactive for 
their evolution.   I see the Park Districts need to be at the table with trash in our community, 
housing inequities, homelessness issues and solutions, environmental discussions in the areas 
of recycling, bay friendly landscaping, climate change and education.  Appointed to HARD in 
2015, I chose HARD to be that component of change in these areas so that we can have an 
open space and recreation advocate at the table with other agencies. 

2 -- Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to proactively lead by 
placing new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific 
ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the HARD 
Board?  

We have the 250 million Capital Improvement bond passed by the community in 2016 with 
79.1% of the vote. Over the last 4 years we have put a CIP program in place as well as our 
updated Master Plan.  With those, I will continue to engage the community about their 
needs.  We have a well respected outreach process that truly engages community. Ideas are 
heard and implemented. I lead in the concept that urban farming is recreation and 
education..  I created and brought to HARD the Eden Area Ag Day. The event is in its 5th year 
and copied by SF and Oakland.  The day showcases AG in Alameda County and the deeper need 
to show those working in AG in our community.  These are not farmers from the valley, its our 
local beekeepers, food growers, grazers, native plant specialist, feed stores, food distributors 
and local ag agencies.  We bus out 1400 3rd graders to Rowell Ranch, yes Rowell Ranch.  We 
have 3 school Districts, teachers parents volunteers that lead the children to 25 plus 
exhibitors.   Its a mutii award winning program.  In 2015, I also brought to HARD the idea that 
growing local food in Community Gardens is recreation also.  It took some discussion but now 
we have the Hayward Community Garden, one of the largest community gardens in CA.  It is 
located in the Jackson Triangle in South Hayward one of the most challenged areas in 



Hayward.   I found as a committee member of the Hayward Youth Commission that teenage 
youth had nothing for 13 to 18 years olds to do, were not listened too by the leaders in the 
community and were depressed.  I want to address these issues but also form a HARD youth 
Board Member.  We need their voice as we transform our park system.  Priorites: 1.  Balance 
our budget - Covid has hit us recreation hard 1/3 of our income was lost as recreation programs 
were lost.  2.  Bring the Trails Master Plan to the Community.   I saw the need 5 years ago to 
connect our parks with trails, greenways, active transportation cooridors.  I have lead staff to 
create the Trails Master Plan which will be completed this Fall.  You should put a word limit on 
us.  There are so many directions I am taking our park district.  We have such opportunity and 
responsibilty to bring the community open space as we densify our urban cores.  We need 
amenity with the incoming density. 

3 -- Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the 
office of HARD Boardmember.  

43 of my 50 years have been in my HARD District.  I have been active in my community starting 
with saving wetlands from development during the Citation Home development in San Leandro 
in the mid 80's, to running a program with Oro Loma Sanitation District that allocates a full size 
dumpster for the Cherryland area in unincorporated Alameda County.   I engage.  Though I can 
sit in a suit and tie in  board meeting, with the mayor and county supervisors I stay true to my 
grassroots efforts to keep me grounded and feel like work is "acutally" getting done.  I run Eden 
Urban Farms that runs the Paradise Community Garden and a 11 year gleaning program at the 
Hayward Farmers Market.  I collect between 300 and 500 lbs of disgarded food each Saturday 
and give to the community, churches, temples, canners, jammers and picklers.  See You Tube - 
type in Eden Area Food Alliance.  I felt all the work we were doing in urban farming needed be 
more policy driven.  Creating the Ashland Cherryland Food Policy Council then EAFA, we work 
to change the rules, laws and ordinances to better the chance for a more equitable food 
system.  As a 26 year Green Party member (changing to Dem in 2016) I was the South Alameda 
County Green Party Coordinator during the 2000 election.  I was kicked off Cal State East Bay 
Campus for tabling for the Greens. Upon further discussion I was able to challenge the schools 
policy to change it to allow other parties to table.  I feel to qualify for the HARD Board you have 
to understand that you represent the people, not HARD - it is easy to fall into the love of HARD 
as the community does.  I need to stay focused on the mission of the District and the evolving 
needs of its community. 

4 -- Recreation and Conservation -- What balance do you favor between recreational 
access/development and protection of wildlife, creeks, and lands? 

I am director with the Friends of the San Lorenzo Creek, member of the Alameda Creek Alliance 
and in opposition of development on the Ruby Meadow site in Castro Valley.   Though many 
times,as I look to preserve nature and wildlife there is conflict with public use.  We have 
Sulphur Creek and Shoreline Interpretive Center, the community looks  to us as the savior of 
open space.  The choices are few in the built out urban areas but areas like the Castro Valley 
Creek Project are areas of hope. We transformed a cement ditch through Castro Valley to a 



natural waterway.  I want to seek out these opportunities for a combined benefit.  Recreation 
can take on a larger meaning under my management.  From urban farming to urban trails I feel 
there is great opportunity. 

5 -- Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? 

Over the years I have marveled at the political process, how leaders call me, ask for my 
endorsement, engage in some deep community talk and go on to serve their community.  I 
have great respect for the Director position.  I have been calling the leaders in our community, 
asking them what I can do better to serve HARD and the community.  Many times they say, I 
endorse you - Assembly Member Quirk,  EBRPD Director Dennis Waespi, City Council Members 
Marquez, Salinas and Lamnin  but I have not actively sought endorsements.  I am ramping up 
my campaign and will keep making those calls. 

6 -- Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much 
money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial 
contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

I am not looking to exceed the 2000 level.  I am not fund raising or taking contributions.  

7 -- Rowell Ranch Rodeo — HARD has been the source of much controversy in recent years for 
continuing to allow this Rodeo which includes several events that area residents regard as 
inhumane to the animals (Wild Cow Milking, Calf-Roping, and Mutton Busting being prominent 
among these).  Would you support regulations disallowing these events on HARD property?  

Mutton Busting was disallowed by a majority vote of the County Supervisors in 2019.  Your 
question says that HARD is continuing to "allow this Rodeo"  but you mention only one 
sanctioned event and one community event.  I would like you to clarify your question hopefully 
during the interview.  Are you asking that we "allow this Rodeo" or allow the two events listed 
above.  In 2015 when I was appointed to HARD I met with Eric Mills from Action from 
Animals.  He said HARD had the most comprehensive Animal Welfare Policy in the nation, a 
policy that he helped to draft.  After 2 years and many community meetings I voted to continue 
the rodeo as I did not find evidence to overturn or against our Animal Welfare Policy.    With 
that said we need to take a deeper look at the ranch park.  I want to master plan the site 
bringing more attention to the opportunity for recreation and events.  I helped to bring the East 
Bay Latin Jazz Festival to the site last year.  The Eden Area Ag Day brings such positive light to 
the grounds and its educational opportunity.   I will support all state and county regulations 
imposed on the Rodeo operations. 

        As the Board of Supervisors has now disallowed Mutton Busting specifically in 
unincorporated portions of the county (which include the Rowell Ranch Rodeo site), would you 
work cooperatively with the Board to implement this ban? 

Yes, we have banned Mutton Busting. 



        What further uses could you see the Rowell Ranch Rodeo site transitioning to? 

See question 7.  The ranch park master plan is the key.  

8 -- Climate Change — Generally, how might HARD go about reducing its carbon footprint?  For 
example, are there some vehicles in the HARD fleet that could be electrified, are there staff 
who have been productive telecommuting from home during the covid19 shutdown and could 
continue this, could more of the recreational trains in the system be made electric like is 
happening with the one in Kennedy Park? 

I am committed to further our leadership in composting, reusing and recycling. Our parks need 
to be leading this charge.  Waste monitors.  Staff first shrugged off, but I am suggesting waste 
monitors to be at the point of disposal in our parks, community groups, student groups, 
church groups. I was at an event in Kaui where a person stood at the garbage and encouraged 
me, educated me and said, thanks.  People want to do better, we need to encourage them to 
be the change.  We are installing fully automated watering systems that will lower our water 
and electric use.   I am working with staff on the sustainability committee to look at not just 
using more electric vehicles but decentralizing our fleet so that they drive less miles.  We are all 
telecommuting now, zooming for meetings.  We are changing how we do business.  I will 
encourage telecommuting within our district. 

9 -- Reducing Waste —  Would you support minimizing plastic usage by for example stopping all 
plastic water bottle usage at HARD events? 

I agree and will put this infront of our Sustainability Committee. 

10 -- Solar power -- Would you support installing solar panels on more facilities so HARD can 
use the electricity or sell it back to the public utility? 

Yes. 

11 -- Closing Question -- Is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about 
you? 

I have worked towards Green Party values most of my life (26 years as Green Party 
member).  No one I have ever voted for, for president, has won.  I don't have to win to be 
effective. To evoke change is to better others.  We are lucky that special districts were created 
such as HARD and EBRPD.    They have given us peace during this crisis.  You hear in the news, 
go to your parks, stay local, enjoy family.   I hope that your endorsement will energize others to 
get involved and work with me on the many issues at hand.   

 

 


