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Union City Mayor Questionnaire

Name: Sarabjit Kaur Cheema

Phone: 510-364-9135

E-mail: sarabjitkaurcheema@yahoo.com

Website: cheema4mayor.org

General:

1. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications to serve as mayor of Union 

City. If you are a current elected official, what issues can you point to in your time as an elected 

official that have had a positive impact?

I have been an active volunteer in the Union City community since emigrating to the US in 1991. I am 

serving in my third term as a Trustee of the New Haven Unified School District (NHUSD). Our teachers 

association had a strike in May 2019, which made negotiations between the school district and the 

teachers union quite difficult. I was the only NHUSD board member supporting the teachers, when they 

arrived at the reasonable demand level, which could be afforded budgetarily by the District. This action 

was very crucial to maintain a working relationship between all stakeholders.

As a part of my responsibilities on the NHUSD, I also serve on the Mission Valley Regional Occupational 

Program (MVROP). I served on the Human Relations Commission of Union City from 2007-2012. I was 

also on Union City's General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC) during that period. I am a former 

Transportation (Civil) Engineer for the California Department of Transportation.

2. Why did you choose to run for mayor? What strengths/skills would you bring to the office?

Union City is facing many local issues concerning quality of life for the years to come. There is a general 

sense in the community that the incumbent Mayor is not integrating the community's vision in the current 

proposed transportation projects. I have 10 years of experience working in local government. I have vast 

life experiences, which are global in nature. I am very transparent and vocal.

3. If you currently hold elected office, what recent accomplishments are you most proud of?

We were able to handle the COVID-19 emergency in a very safe, strategic and efficient way in our school 

district. Our district took the lead to negotiate a contract with our stakeholders and employee unions to 

prepare/start for this challenging new school year.
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4. Have you been affiliated or active with any local civic, citizen advocacy groups? If so, please spec.

I have been active in several local democratic clubs. I served as a state party delegate in the last two 

election cycles. I also served as a national delegate for President Obama's reelection. I ran for the State 

Assembly in 2012. I am a member of the League of Women Voters, the local Lions Club, the California 

Writers Club, the Union City Historical museum, and the Sikh Temple Fremont.

5. How much money do you plan to spend on your campaign? How much money do you plan to 

raise? Have you accepted campaign contributions from developers and/or PACs? Will your donors 

be publicly listed on your website?

I plan to spend around $ 25,000+/-. I am not sure how much I will be able to raise during this pandemic. I 

have always been and will continue to be a clean money candidate, not taking any money from political 

action committees or corporate donors. Yes, we will list all our donors on our website.

6. What are some of the most important issues that need to be addressed in Union City, and what 

creative ideas can you offer to address them?

Number one on my mind is the safety of our community due to COVID-19. Assuring that all the city 

services are provided seamlessly and efficiently to citizens. Secondly, stabilizing the economy by working 

with state, federal and local partners. To improve the local quality of life, I will start working with 

Caltrans and East Bay Regional Park District as soon as possible, to acquire public lands currently leased 

by Ramirez farm to address the deficit of approximately 76 acres of parkland /open space in the city 

according to state guidelines.

Environment:

7. What do you consider your greatest environmental achievement?

Helping defeat measure KK in 2014 in Union City saving our hills for our future generations to enjoy. 

Help passing measure T in Fremont in 2002 promoting sustainable growth. Voting to start the solar 

installation on all of our school/ district owned buildings, and parking lots.

8. Where do you feel you could or should have done better on environmental issues?

N/A. I am a reliable vote for environmental and environmental justice efforts.
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9. Do you consider environmental stewardship and sustainable development as core parts of your 

vision for Union City's future? If so, how would these concerns be implemented?

Most definitely — I am running on the environmental stewardship and sustainable development platform. 

There are many areas that we could improve in the city, such as pushing for more solar panel installation 

on top of city owned buildings, working for incentives to get solar panels installed on top of the vast 

warehouse acreage in our city, making sure all our landscaping is drought-tolerant and using native 

species for the area, working to implement graywater recycling systems, installing more electric car 

chargers all around the city, motivating usage of more fire resistant and sustainable materials in residential 

and corporate building and more.

10. Do you plan to have the city expand solar panel coverage on the roofs of city-owned buildings as 

well as above city-owned parking lots?

Yes, I supported and voted to allocate money to start solar panel installation on all of our schools and 

district owned buildings, and plan to do the same when I am mayor.

Transit:

11. Many local citizens are concerned that the Quarry Lakes Parkway (QLP) project should not be 

pursued in the current form, because it will create a drain on the Union City budget and will not 

benefit the citizens as much as those from neighboring communities who simply want to pass 

through the city on their way to work, and that it will also bring further gridlock due to induced 

demand. So many believe the solution to the issue is improving transit (such as Bus Rapid Transit, 

queue jump lanes, or Dumbarton Rail all the way to UC BART). What would you say to these 

concerns?

I do not believe that the QLP project should be pursued in its current form. It will attract more thru-traffic 

and make traffic worse on all surrounding roads. As a traffic engineer I have seen too many roads built in 

the name of congestion relief, but instead we just get more cars and more pollution, and ultimately the 

same gridlock. There are other ways to economically develop the Station District. When building near 

transit, the focus has to be on rapid public transportation that actually goes where people really need it to 

go, combined with high quality last-mile solutions in the Station District, like safe bikeways and 

dedicated pedestrian walkways.

12. Would you support a new EIR being done for the QLP as the last one was completed in 2008, 

and in light of new state-level regulations on mitigating climate change by looking at how new 

projects impact vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT) amounts?
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Absolutely. I am a part of a group of citizens who have been demanding a new EIR for this project. VMT 

is absolutely something that needs to be looked at in a new updated EIR. With climate chaos running 

rampant around us, and our entire state virtually on fire, we can no longer afford to think of this as a far 

off problem any longer.

13. How do you plan to have Union City reduce GHG/VMT to meet the goals of the California Air 

Resources Board, which are roughly a 20% reduction from 2005 levels?

Union City's 2010 Climate Action Plan states a goal of reducing GHG emitted and VMT 20% by 2020. It 

remains to see how much of that goal has actually been accomplished. The Climate Action Plan needs to 

be re-evaluated to find out which actions were taken and which ones are still needed to tackle the climate 

crisis — the core issue of our times.

14. If you support the QLP, how will your support help Union City reduce GHG/VMT?

One of the goals of my candidacy is about saving the agricultural public land currently leased by Ramirez 

farm, which means not building the QLP.

15. Several Bay Area cities have aggressive mode shift goals to reduce the percentage of commutes 

by solo driving. For example, Fremont aims to reduce solo driving by 50% by 2040 (and Walnut 

Creek aims to reduce it by 60% over the next five years). Union City does not have a mode shift 

goal. Will you introduce such a similar goal and what would it be?

Yes, that is part of my plan. I want to completely restructure the Union City bus system so that the buses 

go where people want them to go conveniently and regularly. We want the buses to have priority over solo 

vehicles via dedicated queue jump lanes and bus rapid transit traffic light changing systems. I want to 

work with neighboring communities to improve regional connections via bus and rail that are most 

convenient for those traveling near and far.

16. Commuters all the way from Sacramento and San Joaquin Counties, and others outside of the 

9-County Bay Area, are coming into the Bay Area via I-580, I-680 and I-880 to reach the 

Dumbarton Bridge, State Route 84. What is the commuter connection plan through Fremont, 

Newark and Union City that will alleviate congestion through our communities?

It appears that working with the city of Fremont to route cars through the Auto Mall Parkway is the 

optimal route to doing this. This is the choice that Google maps will usually direct people to when they're 

coming from the Tri-Valley area for example.
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17. Cities around the world have improved mobility by diversifying into different transportation 

options, such as better public transit and bike infrastructure. The Bay Area suffers from gridlock 

because historically it was very auto-centric and pursued development and road designs that forced 

citizens into their vehicles, making the streets much more dangerous for non-auto drivers. Many 

Bay Area cities are now reversing this trend by adopting which has a goal of zero fatalities for 

citizens who travel by bike or foot, and redesigning their roads to make them safer for people who 

walk and bike. However, Union City has not adopted Vision Zero. Will you change that?

Yes, I worked as a Transportation Engineer in the planning department of California department of 

Transportation for over ten years.We as a team defined and refined the need and purpose statements of the 

projects, environmental impacts and alternative modes to address the needs. Yes, I will love to adopt 

Vision Zero policy and procedures to make our roads safer for pedestrians and bike commuters.

18. What will you do to promote Safe Routes to Schools in Union City?

I believe in and live by the active transportation ideal, which contributes to optimal mental and physical 

health. I have personally participated in promoting Safe Routes to schools events in Union City schools 

and bike to work activities. I have worked/ partnered with the city to reduce barriers and gaps for our kids/ 

community use.

19. With the Alameda County Transportation Commission coordinating and supporting 

programming of transportation projects, how will you ensure the proposed Capitol Corridor South 

Bay Connect Project using the Coastal subdivision line will not reroute freight to the infrequently 

used Oakland subdivision line needed from the Union City BART station eastern access project the 

BART Board has approved last spring?

I am working with local residents and groups who are opposing this project. We have expressed our vision 

to ACTC by writing letters to them. I am educating the community about the negative impacts of this 

project throughout my campaigning activities.

Policing:

20. In the light of recent pushes for police reform, do you have ideas for further implementing and/

or committing to anti-racist efforts in the city? If so, how would this be done?

Our city needs to invest more in communities harmed by over policing. We definitely need to reevaluate 

our budget priorities. I will do my part by working to end qualified immunity, and improving implicit bias 

training for officers.
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21. During these times of Black Lives Matter, structural racism and police brutality, what do you 

see as the intersections between environmental justice and racial justice?

Far too often underprivileged communities bear the brunt of toxic pollution and environmental damage. 

This must be remedied, and we have to work to end systemic racism in both our police force as well as 

our building codes.

Economic issues:

22. How do you plan to address the job-housing imbalance in the city?

By bringing in more economic development, and for example building housing on top of already existing 

retail structures where possible and practicable.

23. What actions have you taken in your past relating to economic development of Union City, and 

what would you plan to do if elected Mayor?

I held a license for Health and Life insurance for two years and have participated in many sessions hosted 

by our city for so-called economic development.If elected, I will start educating the community on the 

conditions necessary for business and communities to thrive, I will connect the chamber to our high 

school career center, and establish weekly legislative round up calls.

Wrap-up:

24. Finally, is there anything else you would like the electorate to know about you, your campaign, 

or your qualifications?

I have a global perspective.I have been an active member of the community after migrating from India. I 

am a former high school high school math and science teacher. My three sons attended local schools and 

public universities. I have served as a president and director of the Bay Area chapter of 'Professional 

Engineers in California Government' association and volunteered with many local worthy clubs and 

leagues. I served as a state and national delegate for Democratic party. I also served as the vice president 

of Sikh Temple Fremont's management committee.I am a clean money candidate.


