
Name:  Seneca Scott 

Address: 1553 8th St.  Oakland, CA 94607 

Phone:  626.688.5328 

Email:   senecascott4oaklandd3@gmail.com 

Website: https://www.senecaforoaklandd3.com/ 

Current occupation:  Small Business owner,  Labor Relations Consultant. 

  

Note: You may respond to any question with a link to your website or other posted positions. 

Answers need not be exhaustive; the goal is to let you make yourself clear on the issues facing 
the city. 

For the yes/no questions, please answer "yes" or "no" and if you wish to add to your answer, 
feel free to do so. 

  

1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 
incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? 

Life in District 3 was already tough for most of us pre-pandemic. Blight, homelessness, and 
desperation have become normalized.  Covid-19, coupled with our responses both locally and 
nationally, has led to a potentially bleak future and we all feel it.  We need real leadership for us 
to reverse this emerging culture and create a new one where everyone is safe. I arrived in 
Oakland as the East Bay Director of SEIU Local 1021, and immediately fell in love with the 
Town. As the creator and co-founder of Oakhella and Bottoms Up Community Gardens in the 
Lower Bottoms, I have spent the past 8 years intensely engaging with my community to work 
together to be safer, more resilient and loving to each other.  

To be honest, it was after killing over 300 rats that were eating all of our starts and food in my 
community farms that  chose to run. We need that food to live.  The incumbent has been 
checked out, does not sleep nightly in our District, no longer seems to have the bandwidth, nor 
the energy to property represent our district. She has not solved any of these problems for 8 
years and no longer even shows up to meetings, save until election season.  

Housing is a human right, and community safety and security is paramount.  We can work 
together to solve both of these issues, but that will require progressive pragmatism and 
leadership. 

https://www.senecaforoaklandd3.com/


  

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing 
new ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific 
ideas you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for 
the City?  

Our priorities are not only solving our issues of today, and we all know them well; blight, 
homelessness, a growing desperation among working people, but to also prepare for the 
challenges of tomorrow. We soon face food shortages, potential hyperinflations and more.  We 
need leadership that understands the power of the community and how to bring everyone 
together.  

I want to use the Convention Center Downtown as an emergency homeless resource center, we 
create safe spaces for people with no other options to live, while also keeping our 
neighborhoods and parks safe and clean for everyone. 

District 3 needs green, community focused development.  We need more affordable housing 
and local economic opportunities for our residents. 

  

3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for 
the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can 
you point to in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact?  

I have worked in the Labor Movement for over 20 years as an union organizer, 
negotiator and leader.  I received my B.S. from Cornell University School of Industrial 
and Labor Relations, immediately moving to California where I have lived since, I have 
served as a Director for various Unions, as well as a consultant, negotiating contracts for 
Bay Area public sector employees. I am a chef and farmer, founding an extremely 
popular “farm-to-belly” pop-up out of my community garden in the Lower Bottoms, 
Bottoms Up Cafe in 2015 

 

 

  

4. Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, 
Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone 
Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is 
not for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why 
you feel this group is worthy of your support.  No 



 

  

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland 
based community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from 
volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league. 

Bottoms Up Community Gardens in the Lower Bottoms 

  

6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently 
from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional 
revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? 

We need an equitable distribution of City funds to solve our most urgent issue.  The city should 
seek to gain more revenue creating more community centered development opportunities. We 
should always seek to maximize our revenue, as long as the opportunities are holistic and 
egalitarian in their approach and impact. Corporations and the ultra wealthy also need to be 
taxed equitably.  

  

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how 
would they be implemented and paid for? 

The Youth are the future and demand priority in resources.  Education, opportunity and 
mentorship are paramount.  I believe in teaching our youth resiliency and preparedness through 
growing food, learning new skills and engaging with their community.   We have seen great 
success in our mentorship in our community gardens in West Oakland.  

  

8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? 
Do you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if 
they participate in a restorative justice program? 

OPD is a pretty much hands off organization.  They are highly inefficient and seemingly 
incapable of enforcing even the most basic of laws. We need to end qualified immunity in law 
enforcement, reform our police Unions and spend our tax dollars where they matter more. 
Defunding the police means more than cutting budgets, it means a complete overhaul of how 
we want our communities to interact with law enforcement.  

 



 

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? Yes 

  

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 
problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family 
court, etc.) 
This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have 
another option that you support?  I am in favor. 

  

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in 
Oakland (www.nocoalinoakland.info): 
         Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, 
how do you think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal 
should be resolved?   No Coal in Oakland!!!!!!!!! 

  

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this 
ID system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable 
to cash a check? I don’t have enough information to answer at this time. We need for 
all people to be able to access the financial system and not have to pay a “poor tax” to 
get their money.  Whatever I can do to support this.  

  

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling 
role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views 
about holding the developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit 
regulations?  They need to pay their fair share, and ensure their projects will have a 
holistic and positive impact on our communities, while creating job and training 
opportunities for our residents.  

  

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been 
in the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are 
protected and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city? 

We are currently doing a great job at this in our COVID 19 response. We need to toncinute to 
support renters while also working with owners to ensure they do not lose their homes due to 



the economic downturn, partially due to the Pandemic. Rents have recently dropped due to the 
pandemic, that's an encouraging sign for a return to affordable housing.  

  

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, 
eviction control and other local tenants rights regulations? Hell no! 

  

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about 
the environment? 

We should lead the world in our green policies as a city.  

We need to grow food.  As much food as we can, in every available space.  If you feel like we 
do, then you know the value of localized agricultural systems and regenerative permaculture to 
a healthy, thriving community.  Community preparedness is essential to our survival in these 
emerging times, thankfully, our climate allows us to grow food year round and we have ample 
space to do so.  

Oakland should be all in on community gardens as a way to community revitalization, resilience 
and preparedness.  

 

  

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of 
Oakland?  

I do not have an opinion at this time.  

  

18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, 
how?  

Yes, they are predatory and legal loan sharks. The mob didn’t even get away with this crap. 

  

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 
government? How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

Very dissatisfied.  We have managers, not leaders in our City. 



  

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to 
the citizens of Oakland 

I have a One Year Promise to not leave the geography of District 3 if elected, for any reason 
save to serve the needs of this District 3. I will be here, on the ground working with our 
communities to make our actions match our ambitions for 356 consecutive days.  That’s what 
we need to get back on track.  

  

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? 
Who do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

I can work with anyone who has integrity and care about the citizens of Oakland.  I hope to see 
some new faces however, this time around.  

  

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? 
Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? 
Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year 
the City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City Attorney. 

I do not have any endorsements at this time.  

 

I am still considering my Statewide and Local endorsements: 

For my D3 race, 2 would be Carol Fife and 3 would be Meron Semedar 

  

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How 
much money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe 
sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if 
any). 

I have $7,000 and expect to raise approx $50,000.  My money will come from my local 
Community, family and friends, City of Oakland Public Finance Commission and Alumni.  

  



24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between 
the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City 
Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city charter? 

This seems to be a Mayor’s town.  The Council and the Mayor are ineffective and fail to work 
together to properly lead our city.  I do not currently have opinions on the rest or the current 
administration. 

  

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? 
Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and 
getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend 
(https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)? 

Oakland does not currently need campaign finance reform.  

Yes, I agree with Campaign finance reform and I support a Constitutional Amendment to end 
Corporate Constitutional Rights and I have taken the pledge to amend. 

  

26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you? 
 
Please see website.  

  

27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if 
you want to add one: 

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? YES 

 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? NO 

 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? YES, Love what 
Richmond did here years ago! 

 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? YES 

 

https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend


e. Would you support Proportional Representation? Theoretically, yes.  

 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation? YES 

 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? YES 

 

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy?NO, we need a better 
plan. 

 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? NO 

 
 


