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1.       Please briefly summarize your background, qualifications, and reasons for seeking to 
serve on the Albany City Council. 

 I have been involved with the City of Albany since moving here in 2003 and becoming involved 
with the local business community through the Chamber of Commerce. I've served on the 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Commission (PROSC) for seven years, serving as Chair for 
two of those years. I've been involved in a variety of community organizations from ones 
supporting schools, to coaching softball, to serving on the board of the Albany Community 
Foundation. In all of these roles I've brought people together. At the Chamber of Commerce I 
helped close a decades-old rift between merchant organizations, at other organizations I've 
resolved conflicts and managed controversies. My years studying Philosophy (BA, Berkeley, MA, 
Northwestern U.) led me to deep consideration of concepts of ethics, morality, and justice -- 
not to mention truth and knowledge. All of this will come into play as we navigate the next 
decades for our City. My knowledge of the business community will be key as we come through 
the pandemic. My ability to work with people and create unity will be important as we address 
climate change and issues of social justice. I'm running because I believe I'm uniquely qualified 
for what the city needs right now. 

2.    What is your vision for future development in Albany? Do you have any specific ideas 
towards creating affordable housing and/or emergency housing? 

Increased density in housing is an environmental issue. Increased affordability in housing is an 
issue of equity. We have to build more housing in Albany. We need to build up where we can, 
and encourage better utilization of space where we can't. I don't think it is possible to rely on 
the market alone to moderate housing prices in a desirable region that is geographically 
constrained, so we will need to make sure that the new development includes a significant 
percentage of affordable housing. The city is already working on the San Pablo Avenue Specific 
Plan which should stimulate development along San Pablo, but we'll need to pursue funding 
opportunities and government programs to help us attract equitable development. Meanwhile, 



as part of a group that walks the avenues three times a week picking up trash, we have noticed 
an increase of people sleeping in doorways and behind bushes. Albany is small, but it's big 
enough to provide a level of resources for people experiencing homelessness and in crisis 
beyond what we currently provide. We do need to keep in mind that as we increase housing 
and population in the city, that will have an impact on the schools, so we need to keep in mind 
that our already struggling school district is going to need support if it is going to expand to 
meet increased demand. 

3.       Are you familiar with Albany’s Climate Action 
Plan?  https://www.albanyca.org/departments/sustainability/climate-action-plan   

The City’s General Plan includes ambitious emissions reductions goals of 60% by 2035, and net 
zero emissions by 2050, and on December 2, 2019 the City Council changed greenhouse gas 
reductions targets to 70% by 2035 and net zero emissions by 2045. What ideas and goals do 
you have for achieving this during your tenure on the City Council? 

I support of the proposals that are already being put forth, such as the Utility Users Tax on the 
ballot, and the other elements of the Climate Action Plan. I agree with the authors of the UUT 
that the rate should be higher to serve as more effective motive for moving away from fossil 
fuels while providing more resources to help our residents transition to all-electric households. 
One key aspect of all of this, however, is that there needs to be buy in from the community for 
programs to be successful. Too often programs are introduced that are ineffective -- or lead to 
lawsuits -- because the public wasn't brought into the process, or feel that they weren't heard. 
On the PROSC I helped design an outreach effort that resulted in a plan for a dog park that 
satisfied both park users and neighbors. I'm open minded and willing to listen. The good news 
is, the people and businesses of Albany believe in climate change and want to do their part. We 
just have to reach out to them and ask them to do what is necessary. 

4.       The following are the 10 Key Values of the Green Party (more details available at: 
http://www.cagreens.org/ten-key-values).  In view of these values, why do you feel your 
candidacy merits Green Party endorsement? 

Green Party 10 Key Values: 

1)      Ecological wisdom 

I have a long history of concern and support for ecological and environmental issues. From my 
teenaged support for Greenpeace to my work with the USEPA, I have always valued the natural, 
symbiotic world and understand how even small actions need to be evaluated for long term 
effects. 

2)      Social Justice 



I have been conscious of systemic racism from my days working in diverse environment, 
hearing the stories of my co-workers, and seeing how different their experiences with all levels 
of the power structure could be. I am a devoted supporter of the current efforts to expose and 
address the injustices of modern society -- even (maybe especially) in small towns like Albany. 

3)      Non violence 

It's hard to hold to the line that if you've resorted to violence you have failed when you notice 
that national coverage of the recent BLM protests dropped off when they became more 
peaceful. I don't ever support violence, but I also can't condemn people who turn to it when 
they have been given no other option. What is needed is for people to be heard before violence 
errupts. 

4)      Grassroots democracy 

In order to be successful, programs need buy in and support from residents. Any leader needs 
to be open to listening and engaging all parties and all perspectives -- and be open to having 
their mind changed. I have frequently reminded my PROSC colleagues that our role is to come 
to the best decision possible for the City, even if that means bending meeting rules to hear 
more from the public or to engage in a discussion with the residents attending the meeting. 

5)      Decentralization 

There are specific things that larger bodies can do that smaller ones can't -- protecting the 
minority from the tyranny of the majority is one -- but other than that, the closer to where 
power is actually exercised a decision is made, the more relevant, and likely equitable that 
decision will be. 

6)      Community based economics 

I have been delighted to see a secondary economy of bartering, trading, and sharing emerge in 
the face of the pandemic shutdown. 

7)      Feminism 

8)      Respect for diversity 

(for 7 and 8) Diversity is strength. That means getting as many different voices from as many 
different backgrounds and experiences as possible into the forum when making decisions. Since 
we are looking back at thousands of years of repression, we need to actively reach out and 
engage those other voices who may not see a role for them in our government and 
organizations. It is not enough to open the door and wait for people to walk through. 

9)      Personal and global responsibility 



We all share responsibility for our choices and how they impact the world around us. 

10)    Sustainability 

Time is up, we are experiencing the consequences of our centuries of unsustainable 
exploitation of our world. 

5.  How would you assess the City of Albany’s response to Covid-19?  What would you have 
done differently and/or what ideas to you have for addressing the pandemic?  

I think Albany has done fairly well in their pandemic response. Much of the staff of the 
Recreation and Community Services Department have been involved in supporting seniors and 
those who need extra help in this time (delivering meals and services). The Community 
Development Department and Council have been flexible in supporting business operations, as 
limited as they have been. I would like to see a free testing site in the City somewhere, even if 
only for one day a week in a parking lot. They have provided an up to date list of resources on 
the COVID-19 page on their site, but I've heard from many residents and businesses that it's 
difficult to navigate the many different and sometimes contradictory sources of information, so 
a stronger role in getting accurate, up to date information out to the residents and businesses 
would be invaluable. They have been leading in establishing and extending anti-eviction 
ordinances, but can do more to help residents and businesses negotiate with landlords. I have 
been meeting with city staff and electeds since March to discuss programs and strategies to 
help our businesses face these challenges. I can say I have never seen the City more engaged in 
supporting businesses than they are right now. 

6.  What are your views on Black Lives Matter and related efforts towards righting systemic 
racism, and what in your opinion can cities such as Albany be doing to further these goals?   

Albany is fighting a decades-old reputation of being unfriendly toward people of color, so we 
need to work that much harder to attract a more diverse population and government. We need 
more diversity in city leadership and hiring. Truth be told, had there been more diversity in the 
list of candidates for this election, I would not be running. It is clear that we are not immune to 
the plague of systemic racism that has been exposed through tragedy. We need greater 
transparency in budgeting, and I fully support the creation of a police review commission to 
monitor and direct programs and policies to address injustice both systemic and specific.There 
is so much to be done at all levels -- not just the police but virtually every city department 
should be audited by a committee (perhaps the Social and Economic Justice Committee), and 
it's policies reviewed with an eye to meaningful change rather than feel-good signals that don't 
actually change anything. 

7.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to bring Rank Choice 
Voting to Albany?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?   



I actually don't support RCV for Albany based on my long history with Albany elections. Our 
problem is that we do not have enough engagement from the community, not that people feel 
they have to vote for mainstream candidates for strategic reasons. It's that we often have 
elections with the same number of candidates as seats, and that all candidates tend to come 
from a pool of a few hundred people who are active and engaged in our small town. I like RCV 
in general, and I would support it for Albany elections were it not for the expense. It is 
estimated to cost $26,000 per election to offer RCV for Council and School Board elections. I 
think we would be more successful using that money for programs or campaigns to promote 
engagement and interest in these seats, perhaps internships and mentoring programs to reach 
out to people who might not otherwise think to become involved in the city, but whose voices 
we badly need to hear. Without that sort of effort, RCV will make no difference, and with that 
sort of effort, RCV may well be irrelevant. Finally, Albany will be forced to switch to district 
representation, and RCV will not change that. Districts will, again, likely make more difference 
in increasing representation than RCV will. 

8.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to increase Albany’s 
Real Property Transfer Tax?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?   

 I fully support the increase of the Real Property Transfer Tax. The City is resource starved and 
will be hurting even more as the full consquences of the pandemic are felt in the coming years. 
This is a small way to increase money for the City while asking for a relatively small amount of 
money on these large transactions. 

9.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), increasing the Utility 
Users Tax in Albany?  Are you an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?  Do you believe it 
will be prudent for the City to increase funding of Climate Change initiatives if this measure 
passes?    

I completely support this measure. I have not been asked to endorse the measure, but will do 
so when that becomes possible. I wish the rate for natural gas was higher, but am happy to 
support what is being proposed. I completely support increasing funding for Climate Change 
initiatives when this passes. I have spoken to people who would like to switch to gas heating 
and water heating, but are unable to make the change due to prohibitive cost of necessary 
electrical work as well as the new equipment. Even with rebates that can be a large bill to pay. 
A program that supports this transition would be an ideal use of these funds. 

10.  What are your thoughts on Ballot Measure __ (no letter assigned yet), to nearly triple the 
Paramedic Advanced Life Support Fire Engines and Ambulance Special Tax in Albany?  Are you 
an endorser of this measure?  Why or why not?   

I support this item as well. Once again, Albany is a small community and can not take advantage 
of the economies of scale that other cities can. I understand concerns about this being a 
regressive tax, but I'm also a pragmatist. While I do wish for a more progressive tax system, I 
can support this because the amount of money on an annual basis is quite small. I think we are 



better off getting this done and moving forward rather than dragging out a process waiting for 
the perfect to replace the good when the money is needed now. 
 
Thank you! 


