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1. Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 
incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her? 

We have been calling for a public safety system that works for all of our residents. We have 
seen too many of our residents displaced by rising housing costs. We have passed by too many 
homeless neighbors struggling on our streets.  

We have been waiting for leadership while Oakland changes before our eyes. The working 
class is being displaced. Our diversity is being lost. 

Unlike the incumbent and the other candidate, I am focused on addressing the root cause of our 
ineffective government: a government that does not represent every resident. 

I want to create a government that profoundly engages citizens by reducing barriers to political 
involvement. I limit my contributions to $35/person, ensuring equal representation for all 
residents. I am committed to creating an online voting system that enables all residents to vote 
on what the council is voting on. 

By expanding engagement we will build the grassroots support needed to hold government 
accountable and take effective actions on these persistent issues we see in Oakland.  

2. Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new 
ideas on the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas 
you intend to pursue if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the City?  

Provide permanent housing to all houseless residents 

Convert vacant properties to deeply affordable housing by heavily fining vacant property 
owners. Fines can increase with time. 

Lower barriers to receiving substance abuse and mental health treatment 



Universal Basic Income 

Ensure all residents have access to housing they can afford 

1. Shift development to affordable housing 
2. Expedite approval of development while protecting existing residents 

1. Facilitate denser development by upzoning most of Oakland 
2. By-right approval process where the community sets rules that protect existing 

residents from displacement 

Protect renters from eviction especially during pandemic 

Thoughtfully reimagine public safety to align with the needs of the community  

1. Don’t agree with Dan’s abstain vote, job of councilmember to vote and justify vote to 
the people. Abstaining doesn’t push the issue forward.  

1. I would vote yes to thoughtfully reallocate to address root causes of crime. 
2. Most police officers have good intentions but very few residents are satisfied 

1. The police need to justify their large budget, about ½ of the general funds 
2. We can’t keep throwing money at things that don’t work 
3. By voting yes to reduce that budget, it puts the ball in the court of the police to justify 

their budget to the community 
4. And the council can choose to adjust OPD budget in the future if necessary 

Mandate 

1. A shift from law enforcement officer to peace officer meant to create space for peace. 

1. De-escalation and conflict resolution 
2. Aligned with restorative justices focuses on repairing harm done by crime not just 

punishment, holistic approach. 
3. Look at the 8 can’t wait reforms and implement them 

Use police only when necessary, send social workers and work to address root causes of crime 
such as poverty. 

Accountability 

1. $35 dollars so corporate and organization donors (including police unions) carry same 
influence as everyday person, they are not forgotten, just as important 

2. Police are not perfect but most want to help 



1. Need a process to eliminate bad cops 

1. Police officers not above the law 
2. Abolish qualified immunity 

1. Prevents civil suits fo police officers (sued, held accountable) who commit abuse  

Police commission should be completely independent of Oakland City Call. Members should not 
be appointed to the commission by those with offices in City Hall  

Build wide political support by increasing access to government for all. 

1. Implement an online system that enables all Oakland residents to propose and vote on 
council measures.  

2. Propose an ordinance to ensure that residents can participate in council meetings can 
be over zoom or some other interactive teleconference platform even after the 
pandemic. 

3. Support legislation that prioritize transparency and sufficient public notice for council 
activity to enable the public to weigh in.  

3. Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for 
the office of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can 
you point to in your time as an elected official that have had a positive impact? 

Born in a refugee camp on the border of Thailand and Cambodia 

Family escaped with Tri and his brother w/ Cerebral Palsy 

Grew up in working class family in Philadelphia, Atlanta 

Attended public schools 

Graduated with Electrical Engineering degree from MIT and PhD in BioEng from John Hopkins 

Worked for Tesla for 4 years as an engineer 

Joined Barack Obama’s campaign in 2008  

Field organizer intent on addressing corruption in politics 

Focus is on building grassroots political support which will hold city council members and City 
Hall accountable to the people 

  



Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, 
Make Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone 
Democratic Renewal Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not 
for Sale, Action 2020, REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel 
this group is worthy of your support. 

North Oakland Restorative Justice Council 

 Empowering our community to create solutions towards a stronger community is a 
deeply rooted interest of mine 

East Bay Boxing Association 

 Empowering our underserved youth with the sense of self-worth empowers the whole 
community  

5. Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 
community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from 
volunteering in your school to being in your church baseball league. 

 Taught english to refugees at Catholic Charities 
 Defended Driver’s plaza porta potty removal successfully 
 Legal assistant for East Bay Community Law Center 
 Volunteered at homelessness nonprofits 
 Led homelessness volunteer project for East Bay Circle of Men  

6. Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently 
from the council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional 
revenue should the City aim to take in, and how would you generate it? 

 Every Oakland individual resident’s voice will carry as much weight as corporate and 
commercial voices 

 I would actively seek out the input of Oakland residents from all socioeconomic levels, 
ensuring participation is as easy for the person with the time, money and means as it is 
for the person without. 

 I will communicate my city council budget decisions in a transparent manner and 
information will be easily accessed 

 I will generate additional revenue by taxing luxury property in order to shift economics 
towards developing affordable housing.  

7. Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how 
would they be implemented and paid for? 



The youth are our future.  As a community, we need to provide a safe and nurturing 
environment for all of our youth, not just our own.  When all youths in Oakland can grow up 

 With good childcare options, affordable and free, if needed 
 With equitable quality public education throughout the city 
 With a variety of after school programs  
 which never turn away students for lack of ability to pay 
 which allow youth to further foster an interest outside of school 
 which also instill the importance of doing well in school 

Never food insecure 

In a safe home environment 

With access to affordable healthcare 

8. Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do 
you suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they 
participate in a restorative justice program? 

Oaklanders are marching to stop police brutality against our black and brown residents. We’ve 
elected many leaders and they’ve made many promises, yet the problem persists. Yet another 
new Mayor, or police chief, or city councilmember cannot solve the problem on their own. Our 
government’s policies only reflect the will of those who have the time and money to 
participate. To fix this we must fix our democracy. 

Through a focus on wide community political support, Tri will: 

1. Shift funding towards addressing the root of crime 
2. Minimize the use of armed police as much as possible, make police more effective with 

a smaller mandate 
3. Limit police hours and allowed overtime, by eliminating unnecessary activities. 

Overworked police officers are unsafe 
4. Overhaul the police commission: commissioners should be directly elected by the 

voters, and it should be a full time job. The elected police commission should have 
broad powers over the police department to increase accountability and engagement. 

Restorative justice is the minimum I would expect.  Transformative justice is my ultimate goal.  

9. Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission? 

Yes. 



Overhaul the police commission: commissioners should be directly elected by the voters, and it 
should be a full time job. The elected police commission should have broad powers over the 
police department to increase accountability and engagement.  

10. Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain 
problems in a civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, 
etc.) 
This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have 
another option that you support?  

I am in favor of this proposal.  I support Oakland shifting funding towards addressing the root 
causes of crime such as poverty.  

11. Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland 
(www.nocoalinoakland.info): 
        Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do 
you think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be 
resolved?    

While I would like to see the legal conflict be ruled in favor of the City of Oakland’s attempt to 
block the shipment of coal through Oakland, this has been a costly legal battle.  Should we lose 
the conflict in the courts, I will seek out a resolution through different means.  The health of our 
citizens is paramount and we must impose fees that offset the negative externalities of shipping 
coal out of Oakland. In the long term, Oakland must be a leader in addressing the climate crisis. 
In the long term we cannot support the use of coal as a fuel anywhere in the world.  

12. What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this ID 
system so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash 
a check?  

We need to return to the basic intent for the ID card:   every citizen should have access to a 
form of ID which the local police, schools, and cash checking businesses will recognize as a valid 
form of ID.  While a nice idea, the ID card does not have to be a debit card as well.  However, I 
recognize the value of financial services to vulnerable populations, so seeking out a solution to 
this particular issue as a separate issue which will yield better and affordable solutions.  

13. Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling 
role in shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about 
holding the developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations? 

 It is unfortunate that we have reached a point in Oakland where such a question needs to be 
asked but I appreciate the Green Party for adding this to your questionnaire.   Developers 
absolutely should be held accountable to current codes and regulations and, to that point, my 
campaign will not accept contributions larger than $35 per person.  Large developers and real 



estate interests will have a voice equal to that of every individual I represent--not more.  I 
recognize that there may be opportunities when exceptions to city codes and regulations may 
have to be sought out in order to address urgent issues such as affordable housing, 
homelessness, and creating more environmentally friendly buildings and communities in 
Oakland. However, in general, developers should be  following the standard zoning, code and 
permit regulations. 

14. Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in 
the news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected 
and that Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city?  

 Obtain rights to all vacant land, empty buildings and warehouses to build affordable 
housing. 

 Streamline approval process to build affordable housing. 
 Enable existing residents to remain while increasing the supply of affordable housing 

through redevelopment. 
 Ensure maximal utilization of supply by long term residents 

Discourage empty land/units for investment  

 Encourage residents to find other forms of wealth generation aside from purchasing 
property 

 Provide incentives to landlords to increase involvement in housing voucher program. 
 Negotiate NIMBY issues by expanding participation in approval meetings.   

15. Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction 
control and other local tenants rights regulations? 

No  

16. Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about 
the environment? 

Every citizen in Oakland deserves the right to live in an environment which does not make them 
sick.  Protecting our most vulnerable communities protects our most affluent communities. 

Costs to improve our most environmentally unhealthy neighborhoods in ways which are 
sustainable will cost less than doing nothing: 

Reduces healthcare costs for the underinsured or those not insured 

Reduces days taken off from work due to illness (cost to employers and Oakland economy) 



Support approaches which give the neighborhoods control over prioritizing neighborhood 
environmental  issues and utilize hires and volunteers from the same neighborhoods to do the 
work: 

Promotes stewardship of their neighborhoods 

Promotes getting to know each other in their neighborhood  

17. Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of 
Oakland? 

I fully support a public bank for Oakland and will endorse AB310.  As City Council member, 
however, it would be my fiduciary duty to follow up with the Oakland Finance Department and 
ensure their questions and concerns have been answered and addressed and made available to 
the public. 

18. Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, how?  

Through city programs, social services and community organizations, services should be 
available to individuals so they will not seek out payday loans.  The city should take care of its 
poorest citizens so they cannot become prey for predatory lenders.  Additionally, as part of the 
current special permitting process for Payday Lenders, the special permits should expire in two 
years and require full application and review for renewal.  Approval of applications will include 
preference for Payday Lenders who contribute to the communities within which they operate 
and charge the lowest fees, and close scrutiny of the approval process should guarantee a fair 
and ethical approval process.   

19. Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city 
government? How would you rate the satisfaction level? 

The average Oakland resident is dissatisfied with the current city government. On a scale of 1 to 
10, with 1 indicating the resident is 100% dissatisfied with Oakland city government, I would 
rate the satisfaction level around 3.  

20. Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the 
citizens of Oakland  

I will create an Oakland Citizen Engagement web portal that 

 Ensures rapid response for issues in the community. 
 Enables ongoing Participatory budgeting allowing neighborhoods to vote on how city 

funds are spent. 
 Enable sourcing of funds for projects directly from community avoiding city 

bureaucracy, increasing efficiency and transparency. 



 Implements an online liquid democracy system 
 District 1 citizens will be allowed to vote on every vote I make in the council 
 By default, citizen votes are delegated to me. 
 Citizen can choose to undelegate and vote directly. 
 Citizen can delegate their vote to anyone else, for example neighborhood association 

leader, advocacy group representative. 
 This system ensures a small vocal minority does not dominate decision making. 

Enables us to build city wide political support for council proposals. 

Allows citizens to submit, discuss, and vote on district and city wide proposals. 

Centralizes all requests for citizen feedback on city and transportation plans. 

Leadership of web portal will be comprised of citizens across the city. Eventually should not be 
controlled by the government to maintain independence. 

Will be implemented using open source code to ensure future access and enables other 
municipalities to adopt the system. 

Strengthen neighborhood associations in engaging with their members, getting their concerns 
and their positions on possible solutions. 

Create a training program to build community leadership and future politicians. 

Host frequent educational town halls to educate citizens on issues and possible solutions. 

Create accountability by using multiple independent non-governmental organizations to 
regularly collect data on citizen satisfaction, engagement and publish regularly on the District 1 
portal. 

 My performance should not be evaluated only once every 4 years, it should be frequent 
and ongoing. 

Canvassing of Oakland neighborhoods will continue even after elected  

21. Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? Who 
do you see as a working majority on council and who can you work with? 

I look forward to collaborating with the other office holders and see myself working well with 
all of them, whether or not we share the same opinions.  Problem solving and building strong, 
productive relationships with others with different priorities are my strengths.  As long as we 
are all focused on the needs of all residents of Oakland and endeavor to make ethical and 



selfless choices--together we will successfully  move Oakland forward through what could be 
the most economically devastating time in its history. 

22. Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? 
Who are you endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? 
Include your #2 and 3 choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year 
the City races are Council seats, School Board seats and City Attorney. 

 Former Mayor and Police Chief of Portland Tom Potter 

23. Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much 
money do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of 
financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any). 

Raised $3900 in 130 contributions. 

The money will come predominantly from Oaklanders with a maximum of $35 per person. 

We will raise the $7650 required from Oaklanders to qualify for public campaign funding of 
about $10,000. 

I refuse to accept PAC money.  

24. Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between 
the Council and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City 
Attorney? Are there any changes you would propose to the city charter? 

I see the current Council - Mayor relationship as contentious. While disagreements are a 
necessary aspect of checks and balances, we must work towards policies that benefit all of 
Oakland, focusing on listening and collaboration.  

25. Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? 
Do you support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and 
getting money out of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend 
(https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?  

I am the only City Council candidate with a maximum contribution limit of $35/person.  Yes, I 
believe Oakland needs campaign reform. We need to lower the max contribution to something 
closer to $35, the limit of $900 is not representative of what the average Oaklander can 
contribute, thus allowing a wealthy subset of residents to influence campaigns. 

Right now a small amount of public funds is divided among all candidates that qualify for public 
financing, resulting in about $10,000 in public funds per candidate. However, the expenditure 



ceiling is $153,000 thus a small dollar campaign will have a hard time competing against 
campaigns which are raising $900 per donor. 

I support public financing systems that enable all candidates to run on small dollar donations, 
encouraging engagement from residents in local politics. 

Yes I support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and getting 
money out of politics.  

26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?  

27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you want 
to add one: 

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? 

Yes 

b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? 

I support some aspects. 

I fully support changes to this document.   

 Peace officers should not have privacy protections which other public employees do not 
have.   

 Information on disciplinary actions should be available for prospective employers and 
the public upon request.  

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? 

Yes 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? 

Yes 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation? 

Yes 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation?  

Yes 



g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? 

Yes 

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy? 

Yes 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? 

Yes 

 


