
1

Alameda County Supervisor Questionnaire  (updated August 15, 2020)

Name: Vinnie Bacon

Phone: 510-796-8870

E-mail: vinnie@bacon4supervisor.com

Website: https://bacon4supervisor.com

Transit:

1 -- Many local citizens are extremely concerned that the Quarry Lakes Parkway (QLP) project 

for Southern Alameda County, which the County BOS has oversight over, should not be pursued 

in the current form as it will bring further gridlock due to induced demand. They believe that the 

solution to the issue is improved transit (such as Bus Rapid Transit, queue jump lanes, or 

Dumbarton Rail all the way to UC BART). What would you say to these concerns?

Ironically, I was involved in this project over 20 years ago as a transportation engineer analyzing 

various design alternatives. At the time, I didn’t see what problem it was intended to solve. 

Around 2010 I worked with local residents to oppose the project being approved by the Fremont 

City Council. I worked on the comments to the EIR and noted that there was really not significant 

travel time improvements to warrant a project of this size. Unfortunately, we lost and the Fremont 

City Council approved the project. Fortunately, there was not enough funding to complete the 

project. Despite being funded by Measure BB, the project cost kept skyrocketing and now they’re 

looking for other ways to fund it. The latest plan is for Union City to benefit from the sale of 

some land from Caltrans to build market rate housing near the site. I was opposed to this idea and 

posted about it on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bacon4supervisor/photos/a.

432583747896/10156431171632897/

2 -- Would you support a new EIR being done for the QLP as the last one was completed in 2008, 

and in light of new state-level regulations on mitigating climate change by looking at how new 

projects impact vehicle-miles-travelled (VMT) amounts?

Yes, many things have changed since the original EIR was completed. In particular, the traffic 

patterns are quite different. I would add that this project is largely an attempt to improve 

automobile traffic from the Tri-Valley are to the Peninsula. There was an attempt to widen Route 

84 as it goes through the Niles Canyon. This Caltrans project would have caused numerous 

environmental damage in the Canyon. I worked with the Sierra Club and others to successfully 

opposed this project.

3 -- How do you plan to have the County reduce GHG/VMT to meet the goals of the California 

Tina Kimmel
updated
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Air Resources Board, which are roughly a 20% reduction from 2005 levels?

In short, better regional planning. We have a massive jobs/housing imbalance in the SF Bay area. 

We need to implement better planning to mitigate this. Instead of blanket measures that are 

basically gifts to developers, we need to strategically ask what new development (i.e. jobs / 

market rate housing / affordable housing) should go where. Better planning is a far cheaper, and 

far more environmentally friendly, alternative to very expensive road construction projects. We 

also need to get more people into transit. Of course, part of this is spending to provide more 

transit options. Just as important is planning dense, mixed-use communities around transit hubs. 

We should not keep approving more sparse, auto-oriented, single family detached neighborhoods. 

Finally, I believe the coronavirus has shown us that many more jobs can be performed from 

home, at least part of the time. Many meetings can be done remotely. We should work to 

incentivize companies that are willing to explore more remote working opportunities.

4 -- Commuters all the way from Sacramento and San Joaquin counties, and others outside of the 

9-County Bay Area, are coming into the Bay Area through the Eastbay via I-580, I-680 and I-880 

to reach the Dumbarton Bridge, State Route 84. What is the commuter connection plan through 

Fremont, Newark and Union City that will alleviate congestion through our communities?

First, we have to acknowledge that the lack of affordable housing is a significant contributor to 

this problem. People that can’t afford a home in the core of the Bay Area are forced to live in San 

Joaquin County and other parts. We must work to provide more affordable housing that is closer 

to the jobs centers in the Bay Area. We can do this by advocating for better State legislation that 

isn’t focused on just “more housing” but on housing that helps those who are struggling to afford 

a home. Also, we must use public lands to build more affordable housing since we control what 

can be done there. I would also say we need to look at land use regarding the jobs/housing 

imbalance and what could be done to reduce the demand for travel in that corridor. As for the 

actual transportation changes, that corridor is very lacking in transit alternatives. ACE is the really 

the only viable transit option right now. (BART goes into SF and Oakland but the main commute 

pattern is into Silicon Valley and the Peninsula.) We need to work on improving ACE service, 

connecting it to BART and explore new transit providers such as Valley Link.

5 -- Cities around the world have improved mobility by diversifying into different transportation 

options, such as better public transit and bike infrastructure. The Bay Area suffers from gridlock 

because historically it was very auto-centric and pursued development and road designs that 

forced citizens into their vehicles, making the streets much more dangerous for non auto-drivers. 

Many Bay Area cities are now reversing this trend by adopting Vision Zero which has a goal of 

zero fatalities for citizens who travel by bike or foot, and redesigning their roads to make them 

safer for people who walk and bike. Should the County as a whole adopt Vision Zero?
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As an avid cyclist myself, I have always advocated for better bicycle facilities. Fremont is 

definitely one of those cities whose growth spurt happened when the auto was king. Not 

surprisingly, it is a very auto-oriented cities with wide streets and few walkable neighborhoods. 

We did implement Vision Zero in Fremont. We have won awards for the work we’re doing with 

creating bike infrastructure. I am very annoyed with the many members of the public who view it 

as an assault on their right to drive as fast as they can. I have consistently stood up for these 

facilities despite the negativity it produces. See: https://www.facebook.com/bacon4supervisor/

posts/10157412476862897 I also have a position paper on biking: https://bacon4supervisor.com/

bicycling-position-paper/

6 -- With the Alameda County Transportation Commission coordinating and supporting 

programming of transportation projects, how will you ensure the proposed Capitol Corridor South 

Bay Connect Project using the Coastal subdivision line will not reroute freight to the infrequently 

used Oakland subdivision line needed from the Union City BART station eastern access project 

the BART Board has approved last spring?

I have been working with local residents on the proposed South Bay Connect project. I am very 

concerned about the additional freight traffic that will be moved into the Niles area of Fremont 

and other nearby locations. I have not yet taken a formal position on this but I am leaning towards 

opposing the project that would mitigate your concern. If they project goes forward, I am not sure 

how we could avoid the rerouting of freight traffic.

Rodeo:

7 -- The Rowell Ranch Rodeo takes place in an unincorporated portion of the County on Hayward 

Area Recreation District land. This rodeo has been the source of much controversy in recent years 

for continuing to allow several events that area residents regard as inhumane to the animals (Wild 

Cow Milking, Calf-Roping, and Mutton Busting being prominent among these). The Board of 

Supervisors last year disallowed Mutton Busting specifically in unincorporated portions of the 

county — would you vote to make the Rodeo more humane in the future by disallowing Wild 

Cow Milking and Calf-Roping, and making similar improvements?

I am a vegetarian and am disgusted by the way animals are treated in general. I would be in favor 

of banning Wild Cow Milking and Calf-Roping.

8 -- If you have any ideas for this, what further uses could you see the Rowell Ranch Rodeo site 

transitioning to?

It’s a pretty remote for retail or affordable housing. Community gardens?



Green Party Questionnaire for Alameda County Board of Supervisors Candidates 

 

                GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 

                2020 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 

Please email your responses to acgreens1992@gmail.com. In the subject line, please 

include "County Board of Supervisors, District [ ]". 

 

 

Name: Vinnie Bacon 

 

Phone: 510-796-8870 

 

Email: vinnie@bacon4supervisor.com 

 

Website: https://www.bacon4supervisor.com 

 

Line of work: Software developer, City Councilmember 

 

 

1. Why are you running for a seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors?  

While I have enjoyed my seven years as a Fremont City Councilmember, I would like to 

address the issues such as regional planning at the County level.  I believe that some of 

the key issues that we face in Fremont (i.e. affordable housing, long commute times) 

must be dealt with at a regional level. As an Alameda County Supervisor I would be 

more able to participate in these regional issues. 

  

I’m very impressed with the social services that the County provides.  I would love to be 

involved in making sure that the current level of services is not only maintained but 

improved upon.  The recent COVID-19 crisis has shown the importance of publiclly 

funded healthcare systems   

Tina Kimmel
(Submitted Dec 20, 2020)



 

2. What do you believe are the main priorities to be addressed by the County Board of 

Supervisors? 

A. Regional Planning – This might not seem like an environmental issue but it most 

definitely is.  The huge jobs/housing imbalance in the SF Bay Area has resulted 

in horribly long commutes for many residents.  We need more jobs in the housing 

rich areas of southern Alameda County. Of course, auto transportation accounts 

for the largest generation of greenhouse gases. 

B. Affordable Housing – Again, this IS an environmental issue.  Lower income 

employees in the County can often only afford housing well outside of the County 

resulting in long auto trips.  We must work to provide affordable housing closer to 

our job centers. 

C. Locally Generated Renewable Energy – I am proud to be an early supporter of 

East Bay Community Energy before it became an official entity.  I have served as 

Fremont’s representative since its first meeting.  I am a strong believer in locally 

generated renewable energy.  We need to focus on building more local solar, 

wind and other renewable energy sources, as well as acquiring clean energy 

from non-local sources. 

At an EBCE meeting earlier this year I spoke out against the proposal to acquire nuclear 

energy as part of our portfolio.  I will gladly vote against this proposal when it comes to a 

vote of the EBCE (currently scheduled for 4/22). 

D. Recycling / Waste Control – The environmental impact of waste is enormous, not 

just from the standpoint of having to dispose/recycle the waste, but there is 

significant GHG generation in making excessive plastic, etc. Given the change in 

China’s policy towards taking our recyclables, we need to work hard to reduce, 

reuse and recycle. 

E. Improved Public Transit / Transit Oriented Development – The percentage of 

people using public transit is woefully low in southern Alameda County.  The 

main traffic pattern here is people from San Joaquin County, the Tri-Valley and 

the Fremont area to The Peninsula and Silicon Valley.  While BART serves traffic 

to SF and Oakland, the bulk of this traffic has no viable transit option.  (ACE is 

effective in what it does but it can only serve a small amount of this traffic.) 



We not only need large transit expenditures, we need transit-oriented development. 

 

3. What are the most critical problems facing Alameda County? 

• Affordable housing 

• Homelessness 

• Better regional planning 

• COVID, inadequate health services for too many 

 

4. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 

Alameda County Supervisor. 

I was elected to the Fremont City Council in 2012 and re-elected in 2016. My term ends 

in December 2020.  As a Fremont City Councilmember I have served on the following 

regional agencies:, East Bay Clean Energy, StopWaste, Liaison Committee to the East 

Bay Regional Park District, Housing Authority of Alameda County, Alameda County 

Transportation Committee, AC Transit Technical Advisory Committee. 

  

I was elected to the Alameda County Democratic Party Central Committee and was re-

elected in 2016.  My term expires in January 2021. 

  

In 2014, I was appointed by ABAG as a board member of the San Francisco Bay 

Restoration Authority.  I am currently still a board member. 

 

5. Are there any strategies to reduce Green House Gases (GHG) that you are working 

to advance? 

(copying from question 3 above) 

  



In short, better regional planning.  We have a massive jobs/housing imbalance in the SF 

Bay area.  We need to implement better planning to mitigate this.  Instead of blanket 

measures that are basically gifts to developers, we need to strategically ask what new 

development (i.e. jobs / market rate housing / affordable housing) should go 

where.  Better planning is a far cheaper, and far more environmentally friendly, 

alternative to very expensive road construction projects. 

  

We also need to get more people into transit.  Of course, part of this is spending to 

provide more transit options.  Just as important is planning dense, mixed-use 

communities around transit hubs.  We should not keep approving more sparse, auto-

oriented, single family detached neighborhoods. 

  

Finally, I believe the coronavirus has shown us that many more jobs can be performed 

from home, at least part of the time.  Many meetings can be done remotely.  We should 

work to incentivize companies that are willing to explore more remote working 

opportunities. 

In particular, how can the air quality be improved in East Oakland, especially at the 

AB&I foundry and the many diesel trucks in its vicinity? 

It appears that the air quality standards are simply not strict enough. These should be 

revisited by BAAQMD given how close this facility is to a residential neighborhood. 

6. What is your position on the funding levels for general assistance, and what can be 

done to increase benefits to our most vulnerable residents? 

My budget priorities will be to protect those who are the most vulnerable. Unfortunately, 

the COVID crisis is likely to bring about a long and deep economic crisis. It appears that 

this economic crisis will deepen our nation’s income inequality. Thus, there will be more 

and more vulnerable residents and their vulnerability will be increasing. I have always 

been an advocate of the underdog. 

We simply need to do everything we can to keep those vital services going. They will be 

needed more than ever. 



It would cost some $4,000,000,000 to house every homeless person in Alameda County 

with their own affordable housing unit at the oft-cited cost of $500,000 per affordable 

unit. Alternatively, it would cost $400,000,000 or less to provide every homeless person 

in Alameda County a Tiny Home (e.g., Weizhengheng expandable flat pack prefab 

module container house with solar energy ).  Which alternative would you advocate for, 

or do you have another solution that provides housing for all of Alameda County's 

homeless residents? 

I am in favor of tiny homes but I think they would not be appropriate for housing all of 

the homeless. Obviously, they are a better bang for the buck but I think affordable 

housing works best when integrated into an existing community. 

 

What priority should be given to housing the homeless? 

Top priority 

 

Would you support Alameda County providing free public transportation passes to all its 

homeless and indigent residents? 

Yes! 

Would you support the County taking over Berkeley's Alta Bates hospital and running it 

rather than seeing it close?  Alternatively, assuming Alta Bates is fated to close, would 

you support building a new hospital facility with easy access to I-80? 

Yes, I would be ok with the County taking it over. We have an enormous gap in 

healthcare for the rich and for the poor. Closing hospitals only increases this gap. 

 

7.  A Restorative Justice Plan has now been implemented in Alameda County. What is 

your assessment of how it is working, and what can be done to improve it?  

 

            I am not very familiar with the plan and would need to research it to give a 

proper answer. 



 

8. Now that a firm foundation for establishing public banks has been established by the 

legislature through AB 857, would you introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make 

Alameda County a founding member, participant in, and part owner of the Public Bank 

of the East Bay? 

I am in favor of public banks and have posted about it here. 

https://www.facebook.com/bacon4supervisor/posts/10157453805472897 

 

9. What part of County services do you feel is doing a good job and should be an 

example of how we should be working?  

Many of the mental health services provided by the County are critical and need to be 

expanded. 

10. What part of County services do you feel is not doing an acceptable job and what 

would you do about it? 

 I am concerned about the number of deaths and treatment of prisoners at Santa Rita. 

 

11. The Board of Supervisors appoints the County's Registrar of Voters. How would you 

assess the current RoV's job performance? 

As a candidate, I have had to work with the ROV and I am satisfied with them. 

 

What is your position on Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff Voting for County use? 

I have no problem with Ranked Choice Voting. 

 

What are your thoughts on hand-counted ballots, or other solutions that ensure properly 

tallied elections? 



We need hand counted ballots to ensure that a recount can be properly conducted if 

needed. I am definitely against automated vote counting machines. 

 

12. What role, if any, should the County have in coordinating various local jurisdictions 

(especially between cities) regarding such issues as emergency planning (including for 

earthquakes), poverty, or crime, which crosses city borders. For example, is the county 

the responsible body for getting the radio systems of local police to be inter-

exchangeable, and if not, who is the responsible body? 

Ideally the County would be able to administer coordination between local jurisdictions 

on issues related to emergency response technology. 

 

13. Would you support a region-wide gasoline tax sufficient to make public 

transportation free for all? 

Yes. I use to be a MUNI driver in San Francisco and I know that collecting of fares is a 

major hindrance to actually operating the bus. Also, we provide numerous subsidies for 

the automobile (i.e. road/signal maintenance), so we should also provide subsidies to 

those who use transit. 

 

Do you support the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary bonds and 

taxation to create it? 

I’m leaning heavily towards No on this. The cost would be enormous. I believe that 

better land use planning can reduce the overall need for transbay traffic in a much 

cheaper manner than a new transbay tube. 

 

Alternatively, another bridge across the Bay with the ability to handle BART, bicycles 

and pedestrians, as well as standard vehicle traffic?  Would you support legislation to 

set a goal to make Alameda County fossil-fuel free, and if so, by what target year? 

Another bridge might be a cheaper alternative than a transbay tube. If we were going to 

do something like this, I would prefer we emphasize non-automotive traffic. 



I would support legislation to make Alameda County fossil-fuel free. I’m not sure what 

year would be appropriate. 

 

14. Do you support legislation that would establish more oversight of Sheriff's 

departments by their county's Board of Supervisors? 

Yes. See my position paper on criminal justice reform for more information: 

https://bacon4supervisor.com/criminal-justice/ 

(In particular, given the tremendous problems at Santa Rita jail, including but not limited 

to: (a) massive lawsuit payments for improper medical care; (b) inmate deaths at far 

higher than national rates, and (c) the fact that while Santa Rita jail now houses far 

fewer inmates than it did a decade ago, yet the Sheriff's budget is much higher.) 

 

What tack would you take towards oversight of the Alameda County Sheriff's 

department? 

I have called for a financial and operational audit of the Sheriff’s department. Obviously, 

that would be the first step in establishing better oversight. 

 

15. Besides the Board of Supervisors, for each of the other agencies and commissions 

that you serve on, please provide a summary of your accomplishments and future plans 

with that body. 

• Measure AA – As a member of the SF Bay Restoration Authority I was a proponent of the parcel 

tax measure with funds specifically slated to restore the Bay.  I’m proud of the many projects that 

we’ve approved so far. 

• As a City Councilmember, I’ve successfully argued for higher percentage of electric vehicle 

chargers, and for solar installation on new developments. 

• The Patterson Ranch development was ultimately a loss given that Measure K failed in 

2006.  However, we did delay the project significantly and got them to bring down the number of 

homes.  Most importantly, we motivated many people in Fremont to get involved in environmental 

politics which ultimately led to getting a Sierra Club leader, ME, elected to the Fremont City 

Council. 



• Working with the Sierra Club and local activists in Niles, I was part of a group that opposed 

Caltrans efforts to widen Route 84 in Niles Canyon. 

• Kimber Park – I worked with local residents to get a 12 acre parcel permanently declared as 

private open space.  A developer was trying to get two dozen homes built on the site. 

• Oakland A’s – The A’s tried to develop a ballpark and 3,150 (!) homes near the wetlands on the 

west side of Fremont.  I worked with many residents to oppose this development. 

• Tesla – When the NUMMI plant closed the existing city council was considering numerous plans 

including more housing.  I argued that we lost manufacturing jobs and that we need to replace 

those with more jobs.  I argued that this was an ideal location for the budding green jobs industry, 

and that we should be patient and not just develop homes because it could be done 

quickly.  Ultimately, Fremont now has several thousand more green jobs. 

  

I was elected to the Fremont City Council in 2012 and re-elected in 2016. My term ends in December 

2020.  As a Fremont City Councilmember I have served on the following regional agencies:, East Bay 

Clean Energy, StopWaste, Liaison Committee to the East Bay Regional Park District, Housing Authority 

of Alameda County, Alameda County Transportation Committee, AC Transit Technical Advisory 

Committee. 

  

I was elected to the Alameda County Democratic Party Central Committee and was re-elected in 

2016.  My term expires in January 2021. 

  

In 2014, I was appointed by ABAG as a board member of the San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority.  I 

am currently still a board member. 

 

 

16. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign? 

 

                Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would 

refuse to accept (if any). 



            I rely only on individual contributors. 

I don’t accept money from developers, corporations, lobbyists or any PACs. I have 

signed the No More Copy Money pledge and the No Fossil Fuel Money pledge. 

 

17. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect 

you? 

 

That is, how can we participate in holding you accountable after you are elected? 

I have always been willing to meet with people who want to meet with me. 

18. What endorsements have you received thus far? 

            Alameda County Democratic Party           

Alameda Labor Council 

            Sierra Club 

            SEIU 1021 

            Full list of endorsements can be found here: 

https://bacon4supervisor.com/endorsements/ 

 

19.  What is your political party affiliation and how committed are you to that affiliation? 

            I am a Democrat. While I have many issues with the party establishment, I am 

committed to working within the party. 

 

20. Anything else you would like to add? County Supervisor Questionnaire 

        I have an undergraduate degree in Zoology from UW-Milwaukee and masters 

degrees in Transportation Engineering and City Planning from UC-Berkeley. 



  

I have been a environmentalist from a very age. In the early 80’s I was greatly moved by 

Carl Sagan’s Cosmos series which talked about the dangers of climate change.  Since 

then I’ve known that we have to do more to protect our planet. 

  

My first job out of college was as an environmental engineer working for the Milwaukee 

Metropolitan Sewerage District. 

  

About 19 years ago I got involved with the Sierra Club and was a very active volunteer 

up until 2012 when I was elected to the City Council.  It was serving on the Club’s 

political committee that I first learned the importance of getting environmentally 

responsible candidates elected.  I also enjoy providing guidance to other environmental 

friendly candidates. 

  

Personally, I do what I can to be more environmentally responsible.  I’m a vegeterian 

who understands the strain meat generation puts on our environment.  I converted my 

backyard from a typical yard to one with seven raised bed boxes and nine fruit trees.  I 

have solar on my house, drive an electric car, and try to ride my bike to work twice a 

week (about 40 miles each day).  I’m also an avid bird photographer when I can find the 

time. 

  

  

Vinnie Bacon 

e: vbacon@vbacon.com 

p: 510-796-8870 

 




