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Oakland City Council District 5 Questionnaire

Name: Zoe Lopez-Meraz

Address: 605 Lancaster St, Oakland CA 94601

Phone: 510-575-9320

Email: zlm4oak@gmail.com (campaign manager) ,  zlm@zlm4oak.org (personal)

Website: http://zlm4oak.org

Current occupation: unemployed; previously a medical scribe

1.

Motivation -- Why did you choose to run for City office? If you are running against an 

incumbent, what are your main dissatisfactions and differences with him or her?

I truly believe my life and the lives of those around me depend on it. This is not hyperbolic; we, 

as a city, are facing an unprecedented crisis. We entered the COVID-19 epidemic with over 4,000 

homeless persons in Oakland, with displacement already on the rise. Now, with so much 

economic uncertainty and expiring evictions moratoriums, our options for survival are dwindling. 

The single event that pushed me to run for this seat was when Noel Gallo was recorded on film 

telling the protesters that marched to his house that he would meet their demands to defund OPD 

50% so we could provide necessary funding to housing, healthcare, education, and the 

environment. He proved that was a lie when he voted against the budget decrease. My 

dissatisfactions with Gallo are that he thinks he can put a bandaid on life-threatening situations. 

We cannot “neighborhood clean” our way out of this. Donating shoes to children is not progress. 

He is reactionary at best, and even then wholly out of touch. We need truly progressive, radical 

policy if we have any hope of this situation improving. We need someone that will stand up to the 

mayor and city administrator, and tell the truth to the people. I am that person. 

 

2.

Program and Priorities -- Elected office provides the opportunity to lead by placing new ideas on 

the agenda for consideration and development. What are some specific ideas you intend to pursue 

if elected? What do you believe are the main priorities for the City?
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We have existing, approved budget by way of vouchers for emergency housing in hotels that is 

not being used. That is my immediate priority: getting people off the streets. These hotels must 

include wrap-around services, working with local organizations to fill these gaps. This is in 

tandem with pushing overdue tax reform. We are being looted by corporate investors. We 

subsidize the wealthy and tax the poor and we are suffering for it. By taxing the rich, and 

decreasing our militarized police budget by 50%, we will be able to fund all the public services 

the people have been protesting for: housing, healthcare, education, environmental and restorative 

justice. When you ask “what are the main priorities for the City”, the honest answer is revenue. 

However, the strategy has been a failure. The City must stop thinking budget cuts and 

gentrification, and support the agenda I just described. 

 

3.

Qualifications -- Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office 

of City. If you are a current City Government elected official, what issues can you point to in your 

time as an elected official that have had a positive impact?

My educational background is in biochemistry and molecular biology. My volunteer experience is 

in housing advocacy, food justice, and early childhood development. I have worked in 

biochemical research, human design, organ and tissue transplant, and urology. However, the 

experience that best prepares me is my lived experience. I grew up depending on the inadequate 

social services this country provides due to capitalism. I was fortunate to have made the decision 

to take on the burden of student loan debt and pursue my education. This led to working at 

Google, which turned my life around financially. The last few years have been secure, but I 

cannot escape my scarcity mentality and urge to hussle. I have deep empathy for those on the 

streets, living in poverty, hiding from ICE, and working their butts off as unrecognized workers, 

suffering from wage theft and perpetual services cuts. I know the struggle, and I know the root 

cause, and I have the energy to fight it. 

 

4.

Local groups -- Are you affiliated with any of the active Oakland groups such as TOLA, Make 

Oakland Better Now, Black Organizing Project, Block by Block, Wellstone Democratic Renewal 

Club, GO Public Schools, Faith in Action (was OCO), Oakland is not for Sale, Action 2020, 

REACH, or any other? Describe your involvement and why you feel this group is worthy of your 

support.

I have issues with the politics that surrounds group affiliation. Yes, the aforementioned groups are 
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active and a resource, however there are many more groups that do not receive due recognition. I 

am affiliated with the Berkeley Free Clinic; Omni Commons; Punks with Lunch; the Village; 

Western Service Workers Association; Self-Help Hunger Program; and drop in or donate 

whenever I can to East Oakland Collective. 

 

5.

Local activities -- Other than local politics, are you involved in any other Oakland based 

community activities that you would like to share with us? This can range from volunteering in 

your school to being in your church baseball league.

In addition to the affiliations listed above, I also work with 4 friends, collectively called Artists 

Building Communities, to build tiny houses for our unhoused residents. 

 

6.

Budget -- If you were on the Council for the next budget, how would you act differently from the 

council members dealing with the budget in 2020? How much additional revenue should the City 

aim to take in, and how would you generate it?

1) progressive tax reform. The current council tabled what should have been a November measure 

until 2022. 2) Defund OPD 50% 

 

7.

Youth -- What would your priorities for youth be for Oakland government and how would they be 

implemented and paid for?

Defunding the police is not just a chant. What this means is a decrease in police presence in areas 

that are overpoliced and create the school-to-prison pipeline. We know this disproportionately 

affects black and brown youth. We can instead use this taxpayer money to fund our public 

services (libraries, rec centers, parks) and give them technological and program improvements 

that empower these youth toward productive, healthy, educational avenues. We must also fund 

our public schools so that our youth get the staff and material they deserve to get ahead. Youth 

engagement and empowerment is incredibly important to me and is the focus for my voter 

registration and political education event planning. 
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8.

Police -- Describe the current relationship between Oakland residents and the OPD? Do you 

suggest any changes? Do you support diverting people from prosecution if they participate in a 

restorative justice program?

Black, brown, and poor residents (i.e. the majority of Oakland) do not have faith in OPD. We 

have to acknowledge that OPD has been under federal oversight for over a decade due to their 

corruption and misconduct. So we know this lack of faith comes from somewhere real. Again, 

defund 50%; we cannot reform this system. I absolutely support the abolition of prison and the 

prison-industrial complex. 

 

9.

Do you support a strong, civilian, police commission?

Yes, and they need timely support from the City to do so. 

 

10.

Do you support shifting budgets away from the police force to deal with certain problems in a 

civilian manner?  (problems involving truancy, mental health, family court, etc.)

This is one form of defunding the police.  Are you in favor or opposed, or do you have another 

option that you support? 

IN FAVOR. 

 

11.

Coal In Oakland – The Green Party asks this question on behalf of No Coal in Oakland (<http://

www.nocoalinoakland.info>www.nocoalinoakland.info):

        Regarding the proposed shipping terminal next to the Bay Bridge Toll Plaza, how do you 

think the conflict over whether or not to ship coal through the terminal should be resolved?   

Oakland is polluted enough as it is. We cannot allow for the possibility of further pollution. We 

need to divest from coal and invest in renewable energy. 
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12.

What are your plans to fix the Oakland municipal ID card?  How can we support this ID system 

so that it will be accepted by the local police, local schools, and be usable to cash a check? 

To be honest, I know nothing about this. Please tell me more, I’m open to learning. 

 

13.

Development Projects - Financial and real estate interests currently play a controlling role in 

shaping Oakland development projects. What are your thoughts and views about holding the 

developers accountable to the city's zoning, code, and permit regulations?

First we need to acknowledge that something is fishy in Oakland in regards to holding developers 

accountable. The city administrator and auditor have a lot of explaining to do about why past 

contract requirements have not been met or enforced, and where all the impact fees have gone. 

We can pretend to wag a finger at developers, but we have corrupt officials and we need to vote 

them out… then let’s see where we are at. 

 

14.

Housing & Gentrification -- Increasing rents, dislocation, and gentrification have been in the 

news. What policies do you advocate to assure that Oakland tenants are protected and that 

Oakland remains an economically and racially diverse city?

Create strong, clear policy for tenants rights to organize. Draft policy that does not allow for 

discrimination of section 8 vouchers. Pushing for rent control. And again: tax reform. We must 

ensure that the requirements of Prop 15 are enforced in Oakland. 

 

15.

Do you support allowing newer built buildings to be excluded from rent control, eviction control 

and other local tenants rights regulations?

Absolutely not. In addition, we have a surplus of housing inventory. We should not be building 

more. 
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16.

Environment -- What do you think the Oakland City government should be doing about the 

environment?

Divesting from oil and gas; investing in renewable energy. Creating more green, public spaces for 

public use (Climate Resilience Hubs)

 

17.

Public Banking – What is your current view of the proposed public bank for the City of Oakland?

In favor. 

 

18.

Local Payday Lenders – Do you support the elimination of payday lenders?  If so, how? 

Absolutely. The interest is truly criminal. 

 

19.

Satisfaction of Residents -- How do you think the average resident feels about city government? 

How would you rate the satisfaction level?

I think they have little to no faith and I join them in that sentiment. We are failed over and over 

again. The needs of the people are pushed aside for corporate lobbyists, commercial investors, 

and polluters. 

 

20.

Accountability -- How do you propose making yourself accountable and accessible to the citizens 

of Oakland

An issue I have with the council is not knowing all the factors of their decision making. I will 

maintain my website to elaborate on all decision making processes, reasons for any delays, and 

seek input. I will hold in-person, bi-monthly meetings at local park for those that prefer or need 



7

that level of accessibility. 

 

21.

Governance -- What kind of relationship could you have with other office holders? Who do you 

see as a working majority on council and who can you work with?

I will hold them accountable and encourage them to do the same for me. We must be critical of 

each other; our decisions affect thousands. I would be thrilled to work with Carroll Fife, Nikki 

Bas, and Rebecca Kaplan. 

 

22.

Endorsements -- Who has endorsed you so far? Who do you expect to endorse you? Who are you 

endorsing, from statewide races all the way down ballot to local races? Include your #2 and 3 

choices (if applicable) for your own race and note that this year the City races are Council seats, 

School Board seats and City Attorney.

I have not received official endorsements. As I work with mostly nonprofits, endorsements are not 

acceptable for political candidates. Also, I do not have the name recognition Gallo does; he is a 

comfortable choice for some of these endorsers. I have to acknowledge there is a political game 

all of these affiliations are playing, and I cannot say I am terribly eager to play along. Have a 

discussion with me, learn about me, get to know me. Anything can be said in a questionnaire but 

you can see someone’s intentions when you talk to them. And finally, I cannot be too upset about 

not getting endorsed from primarily white, older member organizations...

 

23.

Campaign Funding -- How much money do you currently have for this race? How much money 

do you plan to raise? Where will the money come from? Describe sources of financial 

contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any).

This is public data. I currently have $2,720. I do not intend to raise more than the minimum 

requirement to qualify for the public financing program ($7,650). The money will come from any 

individual that believes in my campaign. I will not accept donations from anyone associated with 

oil, gas, coal, police, or corporations. 
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24.

Checks, Balances and Oversight -- How do you view the current relationship between the Council 

and Mayor? Any comments on the same question for the Auditor and City Attorney? Are there 

any changes you would propose to the city charter?

No one is willing to speak up to the mayor, even as she continues to allow encampment sweeps, 

unlawful evictions, utility shut offs, over-policing/police brutality/corruption, budget cuts to 

social and public services, and other crimes against humanity. The same goes for the Auditor and 

Attorney. 

 

25.

Money in elections. -- Does Oakland need campaign finance reform? If so, what kind? Do you 

support amending the Constitution to end corporate Constitutional rights and getting money out 

of politics? Have you Taken the Pledge to Amend (<https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-

amend>https://movetoamend.org/take-pledge-amend)?

To be honest, campaign finance policy is confusing and I would love more education on it. I do 

support ending corporate constitutional rights. Yes I have taken the pledge. 

 

26. Anything Else? -- Is there anything else you would like us to know about you?

I am running this campaign virtually alone. It is important to me to keep organizing and doing 

street outreach, and as such I am not checking all the boxes for what I “should” be doing (raising 

more funds, having promotional videos/photos, prioritizing endorsements…). I am with the 

people everyday, and I will keep fighting to have their needs met. We are not asking for much, 

just a chance at survival and a decent quality of life. You either support this or you don’t. 

 

27. Please answer "Yes" or "No" to these questions, and follow with an explanation if you 

want to add one:

a. Do you support raising the minimum wage to a living wage? YES
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b. Do you support the California Peace Officers Bill of Rights? NO

 

c. Would you vote for using eminent domain to abate foreclosure crisis? YES

 

d. Do you support Ranked Choice Voting? YES

 

e. Would you support Proportional Representation? Yes, we need more council members and 

especially more deep east oakland representation 

 

f. Do you support Community Choice Aggregation? If we can ensure public choice and control, 

yes. I would need to talk more with a consultant and impacted citizens. 

 

g. Would you vote to legalize, code and permit grey water systems? yes

 

h. Do you support the continuation of Oakland’s sanctuary city policy? yes

 

i. Do you support a change in the use of force policy of the Oakland Police Department? Yes but 

we all know it doesn’t matter…


