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Green Party Questionnaire for California Legislature Candidates

1. Why are you running for State Legislature? What are your qualifications?
What have you accomplished in any offices you now hold or have recently
held?

I am running to get us back to basics: a roof over our heads, a good job with benefits,
healthcare, internet access, clean environment, and a 21st century education. In my own
community, I’ve seen how these basics have become unattainable for far too many
working people. As a former foster youth, I know what it means to rely on our social safety
net. My adoptive family’s home was foreclosed on in the aftermath of the Great Recession
and we were priced out of Fremont.

Like so many millennials, I chose between saving for a down payment and paying my
student loans. When elected to the State Senate, I will introduce bills to support the
Californians that are struggling to keep up with the high cost of living and stay in our great
state.

Just as I’ve done on Hayward City Council, I will prioritize housing legislation that creates
opportunities for working people, young people, and historically marginalized communities
to purchase homes and build intergenerational wealth. Safety nets and economic
development for all people are important to me.

I was elected to the Hayward City Council in 2018, becoming the first Afghan-American
woman elected to public office in the U.S. and the youngest woman elected to City
Council in Hayward’s history. On the City Council, and as Mayor Pro Tempore, I’ve
championed policies to reduce economic inequality, expand homeownership
opportunities, and support small businesses. I’ve also strengthened safety nets for
seniors, women and children, small businesses and everyday working people. I previously
served as the Chair of the Alameda County Human Relations Commission and a Board
Member for the nonprofits Afghan Coalition, Abode Services, and Tri-City Volunteers. I



also served as an Alameda County Public Health Commissioner. I grew up in the Bay
Area, attending San Jose State University and CSU East Bay for my MBA. I’ve worked as
an environmental consultant, director of sales, program manager, IT Business Consultant.
I was even a democratic campaign executive director. I have a wide-range of experience.

2.  Where are you getting your funding for the campaign?

My campaign is funded by a broad spectrum of local, grassroots activists and donors and
progressive interests. My largest contributors are Labor small donor committees, including
SEIU, building trades and educators.

Are there any sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you
refuse to accept? Do you refuse to accept money from developers or
corporations or their PACs?

I am committed to rejecting contributions from industries I’m prohibited from due to the CA
Dem party and other pledges (example - oil, guns, etc.).

What is your position on statewide public financing of state office
campaigns?

I support public financing of campaigns.

3. What is required of a constituent to meet with you?

I do not have any specific requirements to meet with constituents, I generally have an
open door policy and will continue that with my staff in the Assembly.

4. Please provide your positions/ policy proposals on the following issues.
Indicate your sponsorship and/or votes on previous relevant legislation and
desire for future legislation. We encourage you to discuss funding sources
for program proposals.

- income, wealth, and tax inequality

Income Inequality continues to cripple my community and the entire Bay Area.
Exacerbated by the housing crisis and stagnant wages, the divide between the
haves and the have nots is growing, and this will have severe consequences for
our businesses, schools, and livelihoods. I will support policies that bridge this
divide by raising wages and creating jobs that provide a living wage and stable



benefits so that families are not priced out of the region. And I’ll work to expand
support like affordable child care and paid leave.

- universal ("Medicare for All") healthcare legislation (state and national)

I support a universal health care system, such as a “Medicare for All” or similar model, but
would support incremental changes to the current system until we can get that
implemented. It is important that we act quickly to reduce health care costs and expand
access to quality, affordable care.

- controlling the influences of profit-driven prescription drug and vaccine
manufacturers

I support taking action to limit the costs of prescription drugs. Cost should not be a barrier
to essential care. Too many Californians, even those with coverage, cannot afford basic
care and medication.

- legalization of psychedelic plants and/or additional policy on marijuana
I’m concerned with the effects and study of usage of these types of drugs. Some reports
have warned against it for folks under 25/26 as the brain is not fully developed. This is
important to me on mental health as some reports have stated psychedelics trigger
certain illnesses for those with biological predisposition.Some research has shown that
some psychedelics have been effective for those suffering from depression, PTSD,
trauma and abuse. We need to have more long-term studies conducted on them to really
assess their effectiveness. I’m open to this, but want to know more about the science. I’ve
been supported by local cannabis organizations and more.

- fracking and other environmental issues, including coal in Oakland

I am opposed to fracking. Protecting the environment and combating climate change are
perhaps the greatest global crises as we approach the tipping point to stop climate
change. We are seeing the results constantly through our severe drought, extended and
more extreme fire seasons and more. We must reduce greenhouse gasses and transition
to a green economy, including phasing out the use of fossil fuels. We must also address
the consequences of the drought with water conservation, and work for cleaner air and
water around our state. All these programs must be implemented with an environmental
justice lens as historically marginalized communities are disproportionately impacted by
these crises.



- the Green New Deal (state and national, including making public
transportation free for all and ending the sale of fossil-fuel vehicles by 2035?)

I support the Green New Deal.

- the Oakland A's proposed development at Howard Terminal

I voted in favor of a resolution on the City Council to urge the Board of Supervisors to
support the proposed enhanced infrastructure finance district.

- minority/ democratic rights

I would support reforms that make it easier for people to register to vote and cast a ballot,
as well as measures that help increase voter participation. I would also support more
transparency so voters know who is paying for ballot measures, independent
expenditures and other election communications.

- police and prison reform (including county Supervisors having more
oversight of Sheriff departments, such as AB 1185)

I will prioritize legislation to hold law enforcement accountable for the harm they cause to
our community, particularly Black and non-Black Latinx residents. As a Councilmember,
I’ve called on the State Attorney General to conduct independent investigations into police
shootings in Hayward. I will continue to demand that level of accountability for all
Californians. Everyone in our communities must feel safe walking down the street.

- rent control

If elected, I would be the only renter in the State Senate. On the City Council, I have
worked to expand rent control from 1,000 unit to 10,000 while giving renters tenant
protections and more.

- homelessness (including the possibility of using "Tiny Homes")

In my City of Hayward, the median home value is nearing $800,000. After the recession,
my family moved to Hayward because we were priced out of nearby Fremont. Too many
of my neighbors are facing the very same situation. If elected, I will pass laws to ensure
that we make building housing at all income levels a priority and I will make
homeownership more affordable for millennials like myself by implementing
down-payment assistance programs.

- public education/ charter schools



We must work to increase funding for our public schools and get as many of those dollars
into the classrooms. But as we fund our schools, we must ensure we are supporting
programs that promote equity for marginalized students, including early childhood
education, local control funding formula spending, college aid programs, expanded
childcare, and more. Our public schools can, and should, create opportunity for all
students. Education is a path to success, whether that means high-quality trade and
technical programs, well-funded community colleges, affordable universities, or other
opportunities.

- tuition-free higher public education

I am proud to be a graduate of public higher education. I attended Ohlone Community
College, and I received a BA from San Jose State University and my MBA from CSU East
Bay. Without publicly funded higher education, I would not be where I am today. Our
public higher education system is one of my top priorities.

I am committed to restoring our public education as outlined in the 1960 California Master
Plan for Higher Education. All students deserve the opportunity for free, accessible,
quality higher education. I would be willing to speak in favor of the plan and work for
legislation to provide free higher education to California’s students.

- proportional representation (local and state), like what is used in most European
countries, and elsewhere

I would like to learn more about the impact of these proposals.

- Bay Area transportation needs

Equitable and accessible transportation is going to play a huge role in how we achieve our
environmental goals. Clean energy cars are great, but we really need to invest in more robust
and attractive public transit systems that also run on clean and renewable energy. We also need
to ensure people can access necessities at fair and decent prices within walking distance of
their home or a short transit ride. The more we make our communities truly walkable and
accessible, the greater positive impact we will make on our environmental goals.

- reform, if any, of the recall process for statewide elective offices.

I support the current proposals in the legislature, including the Constitutional Amendment
proposed by Senator Josh Newman to reform the statewide recall process.

- how would you allocate the state's some $60B surplus?
Overall, I’d focus on housing and infrastructure (environmental) and education. We are behind
on many different efforts. Homelessness is growing and housing is difficult. We need more
support to protect tenants and homeowners. We can solve many problems here and there



needs to be a true investment. COVID has shown a clear divide - not just digital. We need to
help our students and teachers.

5. One consequence of the passage of Prop 14 in 2010 is that candidates from
small political parties must now gather vastly more signatures (in-lieu of the
filing fee). For example 4750 for state office, instead of the previous 150.
Would you help us lower these numbers?

I support efforts to help small parties get on the ballot, but believe there needs to be a
substantial threshold to ballot access. Californians are not well served by candidates who
cannot show some level of viability being on the access - long ballots like we’ve seen in
the gubernatorial recalls are not productive.

6. Will you help build on the recent legislation on public banking and
advocate for a public Bank of California (similar to North Dakota's), where
state funds could be deposited and where there would be progressive loan
policy, such as for infrastructure?

Yes, I would be interested in exploring the creation of a state public bank. Sitting on the
Budget & Finance - I’ve worked with the Public Bank East Bay - but they aren’t ready just
yet.

7. Are there other important issues facing California which you would like to
highlight?  How would you propose addressing them? Are there other goals
for your candidacy you wish to note?

As a State Legislator, I will approach all legislation that I introduce with equity at the
forefront of my mind to ensure that our state’s vast resources actually benefit communities
that have been historically marginalized. We must address root causes of inequities,
including income inequality, opportunity inequality and environmental justice.

8. Please list endorsements you have received for your campaign.

California Democratic Party
California Women’s List
Equality California
California Young Democrats
Alameda Labor Council
South Bay Labor Council



California State Council of Laborers
Wellstone Democratic Renewal Club
Sunnyvale Democratic Club
Service Employees International Union CA (SEIU)
AFSCME California
California Teamsters
California Nurses Association (CNA)
CA Working Families Party
Courage Campaign
California Environmental Voters (formerly League of Conservation Voters)
FundHer
Planned Parenthood Advocates Mar Monte (PPAMM)
NARAL Pro-Choice
A Pipeline Project for API Women
Project ID Action Fund

State Treasurer Fiona Ma
Attorney General Rob Bonta
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond
Board of Equalization Member  Malia Cohen
State Senator - Bob Wieckowski
Former State Senator Jim Beall
Alameda County Supervisor Richard Valle
Alameda County Supervisor Nate Miley
Santa Clara County Supervisor Susan Ellenberg
Santa Clara County Supervisor Cindy Chavez
Former San Francisco Supervisor Jane Kim

For a full list of endorsements, visit aishawahab.com/endorsements

9. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and
elected officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment
to the US Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind
constitutional rights for corporations, and end financial expenditures being
legally treated as expressions of free speech:
https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

I believe the Citizens United decision was wrong and I would be willing to sign the Move to Amend
pledge.

10. Are there any other thoughts/ goals you would like to add?

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.movetoamend.org%2Fpledge&data=04%7C01%7Cgleifer%40thepivot.com%7Cc73462c0a4104a87b66008da0c362721%7C57fff32056bd48ba84328f5919f249f8%7C0%7C0%7C637835724934891646%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BZ%2Bqd72Oa0a9E4piZa6A4jv9GfUFNjPq1NA0Y937pOw%3D&reserved=0


As the daughter of refugees, a former foster kid, a millennial, and a woman of color, I know
firsthand what it means to feel squeezed by housing costs, healthcare premiums, and student
loan debt. I was raised in the district, went to public school in the district, live in the district, and
continue to serve this district. My background and record of accomplishment make me the most
authentic candidate, with the best ability to connect with a wide variety of voters in the district.

My record on the city council is focused on big issues, and I work hard to get unanimous
support for each of my proposals. I don’t just talk about issues - I deliver for the people I
represent. From fighting to accelerate the increase in the minimum wage, to securing funding for
affordable housing projects, to leading on Afghan refugee resettlement in the Bay Area, to
supporting our small business owners during the pandemic, I am always focused on delivering
results for the people I serve.

I am assembling a broad coalition of voters that no other candidate in the race will be able to
match, including base Democrats, independents, progressives, and moderates. I’m proud to
have earned the endorsements of both moderate and progressive elected officials, as well as
the support of many labor unions. I am the only candidate who has endorsements from current
state legislators.


