
 

Name: Cheryl Cook-Kallio 
 
Phone: 925-918-2665 
 
Email:cherylcookkallio@gmail.com 
  
Website: 
 

Current line of work: retired teacher 

  
1. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the County 
School Board. 
I am a 40-year veteran public school teacher, former Pleasanton Councilmember, and a 
civic education activist. I hold an M.A. in History emphasizing the Constitution. I have 
lived and worked my entire life in this part of Alameda County teaching in the 
community where I grew up. I have four children who attended schools in Sunol, 
Livermore and Pleasanton. 
 

I was a member of the State K-12 Civic Education Task Force and iCivics Teacher 
Advisory Boards and serve on the Center for Civic Education National Board.  In these 
capacities and others, I have worked for children and teachers supporting quality 
programs and legislative outcomes across the nation and here in our local community. I 
was honored to be recognized nationally with the American Civic Education Teacher 
Award.  
 

2. Why are you running? 

I have experience in both education and governance. I believe I have a unique set of 
skills that are suited to the County Board. Most specifically, I am familiar with schools in 
Alameda County, I understand a budget, I have elected experience as a councilmember 
in Pleasanton and I currently do a lot of work on legislative advocacy at the state and 
national levels. 
 

What do you believe are the main priorities for the County School Board at this time? 
My focus as a board member will be to promote and encourage legislative agendas that 
support teachers and students in our county. My skills combined with local and state-
level experience make me uniquely qualified to increase support from the county office 
to those we serve to ensure equity for all. Public service is my calling. 
 

If you are an incumbent, how would you assess your performance? N/A 

What are the achievements and setbacks? N/A 

 

3. How will you make yourself available to your constituents? 

 I have always made myself available, through email. cell phone and personal meetings. 
 

How would this be part of a general plan of accountability? 
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Constituents have a right to engage with elected officials as part of the body in which 
they serve, as part of regularly scheduled public meetings, in addition to individual 
access for the purpose of avocation or understanding. 
 

4. The county has had a number of "financially challenged" districts in recent years. 
What do you see as systemic problems leading to this situation and what role could 
the County Board and the Superintendent play in addressing this and strengthening the 
fiscal situation for such districts.                                                                                     
The way we are funding schools is not tenable for the 21st century. We can't possibly 
fund capital improvement projects with development fees nor should we try. It worked in 
the 60s when we had a huge amount of growth. We have aging buildings that are 
unsafe and not wired for the technology our students need to be prepared.  The state 
needs to view education as an asset rather than a consumer of tax dollars.  

Using the current law regarding the tax base for per pupil spending also puts 
underserved communities at a profound disadvantage.  There is no equality in funding 
and there is certainly no equity in funding, 
 

It's up to the County Board and the Superintendent to inform how educational legislation 
can best serve students. This is one of my strengths.  
 
The County Office of Education should be a resource for teachers. Additional targeted 
professional development will help inform how our students are served in struggling 
communities. 
 

What are your thoughts on state intervention in school districts, especially Oakland, 
including receivership and the role of FCMAT?                                                                    

State intervention is never good and the role of a third-party agency like FCMAT seeks 
to treat the issues solely based on numbers without regard for the needs of 
neighborhood communities.  

 

Discuss your understanding of State Education Code language relating to fiscal issues, 
including Code Section 41372 (requiring a minimum of 55% of state funding going to 
school site/ classroom expenditures) and fiscal responsibilities of County Boards altered 
under the LCFF. 
There have been many attempts to provide a minimum level of funding for the 
classrooms and we often see these voter mandates negotiated away during the 
legislative process. One of the easiest places to cut is educations. Not everyone has 
students in schools. This goes back to how we perceive our public education system. A 
better educated community has a higher socioeconomic impact.  Our founders believed 
that the purpose of public education is to create a participatory citizenry. 
 
I know LCFF was supposed to bridge the gap in funding in some districts and allow for 
more local control. I am not convinced that this has increased efficacy in gap areas. 



The County Office of Ed has a plan in place with efficacy and accountability observed 
through a committee of stake holders. Each year parent committees evaluate the 
progress of SPaS schools improvement in areas identified and make suggestions for 
changes. The committee does include students from schools administered by county 
office. This structure is replicated within local school districts. 
 

What ideas do you have for increasing funding for school districts and programs 
administered by the County Board?                                                                        
Increased funding typically flows through the state. I think we need to rethink how we 
fund schools across the board.   
 
As a county board of ed member it is important to elevate the profile of county run 
schools and to try to increase the quality of education. The school to prison pipeline is 
real. We pay now or we pay later.  

5. What are your policy views on charter schools? 

There are many paths for students and one size does not fit all. Public charters must be 
publicly accountable for public funds, teachers must be certified and compensated at 
the same rate as teachers in the same system and must offer something that is not 
already offered in comparable neighborhood public schools. A charter must not 
economically impact neighboring schools. Transparency is essential to build public 
confidence, 
 
How do you understand the responsibilities of the County Board regarding charters? 

The county board must make sure the charter comports with existing law. 
Great care must be exercise in evaluating the nature of a charter application and the 
impact it will have on public schools in the county. 
 

How do you view the impact of the California Charter School Association? 

They are an extremely well-funded special interest group designed to promote charter 
schools in the state.  
 

What is your assessment of the recent charter school legislation passed in 
Sacramento?                                                                                                                                      

I support any legislation that holds charter schools accountable for how they spend 
public money.  The state has an obligation to ensure that charters actually deliver the 
education promised and I especially support the mandate that there are regular 
evaluations of students in independent study charters. Public charters must be under 
the same scrutiny as any other public school. 

 

6. How can the County Board facilitate cooperation between different districts in the 
county, especially around resources and programs of the most vulnerable students?  

The County Board should recognize and report best practice among districts in the 
county. This requires communication from all stake holders. There are exemplary 
programs that work because they have by in from the school community and consider 



the culture of the community. One size does not fit all which is why it is important to 
have administrators at county and district offices and at the school sites who have 
vision. 

 

7. What is the role of the County Board regarding appeals from parents/ guardians 
especially around special education?                                                                                     

The county is responsible for making sure due process was followed and the result is in 
the best interest of the student. 

Transfer requests from local districts are sometimes overruled by the County Board. 
What are your views on this issue?                                                                               
This is on an issue-by-issue basis and consider the district’s policy and capacity and the 
best interest of the student. 

8. How much money have you currently raised for your campaign? 
$11000 

 
How much do you anticipate raising? 
$60,000 

 
What do you see as your funding sources? 

I am the benefactor of great support throughout the county and the state because I am 
known for my expertise in education and governance. I am endorsed by CTA  as well by 
the current and two former Superintendents of Public Instruction. My list of endorsers is 
growing and I expect help from there. There is also a grass roots movement centered in 
Livermore that has activated the TriValley. This is likely going to be a very expensive 
race and I am going to need all the help I can get. 
 
Are there sources from which you would refuse contributions? 

Tobacco and oil 
 
9. What endorsements have you received to date? 
Congressmember Eric Swalwell  
Congressmember Ro Khanna   
Attorney General Rob Bonta  
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond 
Former State Superintendent  of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson  
Former State Superintendent  of Public Instruction Delaine Eastin  
Assemblymember Bill Quirk  
Former Assemblymember Joan Buchanan  
 
Alameda County Assessor Phong La  
Alameda County Office of Ed Board President Aisha Knowles 
Alameda County Office of Ed Board Vice President Eileen McDonald 
Alameda County Office of Ed Board Member Angela Normand 
Alameda County Office of Ed Board Member Joaquin Rivera 
Solano County Board of Ed Trustee/CCBA Regional Director Dana Dean  



Chabot-Las Positas Community College District Board of Trustees Pres. Tim Sbranti 
Chabot-Las Positas Community College District Trustee Harris Mojadedi  
Zone 7 Board President Angela Ramirez Holmes  
Zone 7 Board member Olivia Sanwong 
 
Pleasanton Mayor Jennifer Hosterman (Ret.) 
Pleasanton City Councilmember Kathy Narum 
Pleasanton City Councilmember Jack Balch 
Pleasanton City Councilmember Jerry Pentin  (Ret) 
Pleasanton City Councilmember Becky Dennis (Ret.) 
Dublin Councilmember Shawn Kumagai  
Hayward Citycouncilmember Aisha Wahab 
San Leandro Councilmember Corina Lopez 
Fremont Vice Mayor  Raj Salwan 
Pleasanton Superintendent of School David Hagland 
President Livermore School Board Trustee Craig Bueno  
Livermore School Board Trustee Kristie Wang 
Dublin School Board Trustee Vice President Kristin Pelham 
Dublin School Board Trustee Megan Rouse 
Former LIvermore School Board Trustee Kate Runyon (ret.) 
Pleasanton School Board President Mark Miller 
Pleasanton School Board Vice President Steve Mahr  
Pleasanton School Board Member Joan Laursen 
Former Fremont School Board Member Peggy Herndon 
Former Fremont school Board Member Lara Calvert 
President San Leandro School Board James Aguilar 
Former  San Leandro Trustee Louis Heystek 
 
CADEMS Children's Caucus Chair Ann Crosbie Quote and Picture 
Alameda Commission on the Status of Women Vice Chair Martha Kreager  
Alameda County Planning Commissioner Andy Kelly 
Teacher/NEA Director Roberta Kreitz SPED  
Vice Principal LVJUSD David Martinez  
Teacher Catherine Dinh Martinez 
Teacher Allyson McAuley 
Muslim Democratic Club Moina Shaiq  
School District Administrator Sarah Smoot Barrious  
Kelly Essary 
Jocelyn Combs 
School Principal (ret.) Bill Radulovich  
We the People Teacher Jeremy Detamore 
We the People Teacher Graham McBride 
We the People Teacher Stacey Sklar 
Teacher (ret.) Becky Radulovich 
Teacher (ret.  Peggy Carpenter  
Teacher Christine Bourg (ret.) 
Teacher Brian Bourg (ret.) 
Cate Sarreille 
Retired Educator Helen Machuga  
Susanna Chau 
Sharon Piekarski 



John J. Dutra 
 
Organizations 
CTA 
IBEW 
 

10. Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected 
officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US 
Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional rights for 
corporations, and end financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of free 
speech: 
https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge  
 

I have an MA in History with an emphasis on the U.S. Constitution. I am categorically 
opposed to the Citizens United decision that ruled that corporations are people and as 
such protected speech. In a private meeting with Justice Alito, I had a student challenge 
him on that ruling and assert that the ruling allowed for foreign interference in U.S. 
elections through influence in companies with foreign stockholders. I think my student's 
assessment of the decision was on point. I don't like the wording of the pledge, 
However, I am in support of a constitutional amendment or any other legislative action 
by Congress which addresses the corporation as people interpretation created by the 
Citizens United case. 
 

11. Are there other concerns/ goals for your being on the School Board which you wish 
to share? 

My goal is to do the best I can do for the school communities in the TriValley and by 
extension all of Alameda County. All students deserve the best education we can give 
them. 
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