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GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 

2022 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 

 

Name:  David Kakishiba 

 

Phone:  510-435-8582 

 

Email:   kakishiba@gmail.com 

  

Website:  https://www.davidkakishiba4alameda.com/ 

 

Line of work:  Executive Director, East Bay Asian Youth Center (EBAYC) 

 

 

1. Why are you running for a seat on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors?   

 
Our County Supervisor must be relentless in holding county government accountable for 
producing results for working families. We need to help people move off the streets and 
into real homes; invest in violence prevention and mental health services; and expand 
public health infrastructure where it's needed most. I am a son of immigrants. My mother 
was a homemaker and my father was a gardener. I have a deep resolve to get things 
done for everyday working families. For 42 years, I have been Executive Director of a 
successful nonprofit, providing education, employment, counseling, and family support 
services to 2,500 young people every year. I wrote Oakland's Kids First Initiative, which 
provides $20 million annually for children's services without raising taxes. I co-founded 
the Oak-to-Ninth Community Benefits Coalition, which secured the construction of 465 
new affordable housing units for families, seniors, and the unhoused at Brooklyn Basin. I 
helped organize residents and merchants to successfully close and re-purpose 
International Boulevard's notorious National Lodge Motel – a 24-hour scene for sexual 
exploitation and violence. As Oakland School Board President, I led our school district 
out of State Receivership, fought off developer takeover of district property, and increased 
funding to high schools, resulting in double-digit increases in high school graduation. 
Alameda County must demonstrate real leadership and work together with cities, school 
districts, and community to get the job done. Our families are too important to leave to 
career politicians.  
 

2.  What do you believe are the main priorities to be addressed by the County Board of 

Supervisors? 

 

Protecting the public's health.  

https://www.davidkakishiba4alameda.com/


Eradicating poverty. 

 

3.  What are the most critical problems facing Alameda County? 

 

Homelessness. 

Community Safety. 

Public Health Infrastructure. 

 

4.  Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 

Alameda County Supervisor. 

 
For 42 years, David has been the Executive Director of East Bay Asian Youth Center 
(EBAYC), a nonprofit youth development organization providing education, employment, 
counseling, and family support services to a racially and ethnically diverse membership 
of 2,500 children and youth residing in Oakland's Chinatown, Eastlake, San Antonio, and 
Fruitvale neighborhoods.  
 
I am the author and co-founder of Oakland’s Kids First! Initiative, a local ballot measure 
which voters passed overwhelmingly in 1996. Kids First! represented a unique public 
health approach to the prevention and reduction of youth violence. Today, Kids First! – 
known today as the Oakland Fund for Children & Youth – provides $20 million annually 
for children services throughout Oakland without raising taxes. 
 
I served twelve years (2002 – 2014) on the Oakland Board of Education, including five 
years as Board President. As Board President, I led the school district out of State 
Receivership; fought off developer takeover of school district property; secured $75 
million to build the La Escuelita Education Center (housing United Nation Pre-School, La 
Escuelita Elementary School, MetWest High School, KDOL Public Access Station, and 
Youth Heart Health Center); and wrote the 2014 College & Career Readiness for All Act, 
which provides $12 million annually to all high schools and has led to higher graduation 
rates across the board.  
 
I served six years (2015 – 2021) as Chairperson of the Oakland Unified School District's 
Measure N Commission, the citizens' oversight committee for the College & Career 
Readiness for All Act of 2014 parcel tax. I currently serve as Chairperson of the Oakland 
Unified School District's Measure G1 Commission, the citizens' oversight committee for 
the Teacher Retention & Middle School Improvement Act parcel tax. 
 
My parents were Japanese immigrants who left their war-devasted homeland and came 
to Sacramento in 1954 to support their families in Japan and to build a new life for 
themselves. David's father and grandfather were incarcerated at the Granada Wartime 
Relocation Center in Colorado for the duration of World War II. During this same time, my 
mom, while she was in middle school, worked in a war armaments factory under 
compulsory service by the Imperial Government of Japan. Neither attended college. My 
mom worked as a homemaker and my dad worked 65 years as a farmworker and as a 



gardener. My older brother and I worked summers and weekends to help our dad, who 
worked seven days a week. Both of us attended our neighborhood public schools in 
Sacramento.  
I reside in Oakland with my wife, Isabel Toscano, a history teacher at the Oakland High 
School Public Health Academy. Our two children attended La Escuelita Elementary 
School, Roosevelt Middle School, and graduated from Oakland High School and MetWest 
High School.  

 

5.  What strategies and/or legislation should the County of Alameda pursue to significantly 

reduce Greenhouse Gas emissions in Alameda county? 

 

 

 

6a.  What is your position on the funding levels for general assistance, and what can be 

done to increase benefits to our most vulnerable residents? 

 

 

 

It would cost some $4,800,000,000 to house every homeless person in Alameda County 

with their own affordable housing unit at the oft-cited cost of $600,000 per affordable 

unit. Alternatively, it would cost some $250,000,000 to provide every homeless person 

in Alameda County a Tiny home and some services (e.g, San Francisco’s first tiny home 

village for homeless people opens. At $15,000 a pop, city says it’s cost-effective) Which 

alternative would you advocate for, or do you have another solution that provides 

housing for all of Alameda County's homeless residents? 

 

 

 

What priority should be given to housing the homeless? 

 

Number One Priority. 

 

Would you support Alameda County providing free public transportation passes to all 

its homeless and indigent residents?  

 

 

 

Would you support making AC Transit free to ride for all Alameda County stops all the 

time, as Berkeley is proposing doing for Berkeley on Sundays? 

 
 

 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/San-Francisco-s-first-tiny-cabin-village-for-16984540.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/article/San-Francisco-s-first-tiny-cabin-village-for-16984540.php


6b.  Would you support the County taking over Berkeley's Alta Bates hospital and running 

it rather than seeing it close?  Alternatively, assuming Alta Bates is fated to close, would 

you support building a new hospital facility with easy access to I-80? 

 

7.   A Restorative Justice Plan has now been implemented in Alameda County. What is 

your assessment of how it is working, and what can be done to improve it?   

 

 

 

8.  Now that a firm foundation for establishing public banks has been established by the 

legislature through AB 857, would you introduce or co-sponsor legislation to make 

Alameda County a founding member, participant in, and part owner of the Public Bank 

of the East Bay? 

 

 

 

9a.  What part of County services do you feel is doing a good job and should be an example 

of how we should be working?   

 

 

 

9b.  What part of County services do you feel is not doing an acceptable job and what would 

you do about it? 

 

 

 

10.  What do you think of the recent legal settlement regarding Santa Rita jail, Babu v. 
County of Alameda?  In particular, will you lead an effort to have the County 

Supervisors redirect funding and holdees from the jail to community-based mental 

health facilities, as the judge in the case critiqued upon:  

 

The order goes on to say, “numerous objectors implored that the Jail should not be the 
County’s primary mental health care facility. The Court whole-heartedly agrees with 
this sentiment. Approval of this Consent Decree is not intended to prevent Defendants 
or Alameda County from funding community-based mental health services. However, 
the Court cannot direct the County on how to allocate its finances. Ultimately, the 
decision  

 
Yes, absolutely. 
 



11.  What is your position on Ranked Choice Voting / Instant Runoff Voting for County 

use? 

 

I support the use of RCV for county offices. I also support term limits for County Supervisors 

and campaign finance reform for all county offices. 

 

12.  What role, if any, should the County have in coordinating various local jurisdictions 

(especially between cities) regarding such issues as emergency planning (including for 

earthquakes), poverty, or crime, which crosses city borders. For example, is the county 

the responsible body for getting the radio systems of local police to be inter-

exchangeable, and if not, who is the responsible body? 

 

I support moving the Public Health Department out of the Health Care Services Agency and 

to be a direct report to the Board of Supervisors. I support charging the Public Health 

Department with being the Lead Agency in convening county departments, city governments, 

school districts, and community-based entities in developing and implementing a 

comprehensive public health approach to homelessness and violence reduction/prevention.  

 

13.  Would you support a region-wide gasoline tax sufficient to make public transportation 

free for all? 

 

 
 

Do you support the creation of a second transbay tube, and the necessary  

bonds and taxation to create it?   

 

 
 

Alternatively, another bridge across the Bay with the ability to handle BART, bicycles 

and pedestrians, as well as standard vehicle traffic?  Would you support legislation to 

set a goal to make Alameda County fossil-fuel free, and if so, by what target year? 

 

 

 

14a.  California law now explicitly allows a County to create a Sheriff Oversight Board and/or 

an Inspector General to aid the Board of Supervisors vis a vis the County Sheriff. Would 

you support the creation of an Oversight Board and/or Inspector General position for 

the Alameda County Sheriff? 

 

I support the establishment of both the Sherriff Oversight Board and an Office of Inspector 

General. 



 

14b.  What concrete steps would you put forward, if any, to reduce the Alameda County 

Sheriff's budget? 

 

See #12 

 

14c.  What concrete steps would you put forward, if any, to increase mental health services 

for those in desperate need of them, including homeless people, arrestees, and the 

indigent and uninsured, in Alameda County? 

 

See #12 

 

15.  Besides the Board of Supervisors, for each of the other agencies and commissions that 

you serve on, please provide a summary of your accomplishments and future plans with 

that body. 

 

 

 

16.  Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign? 

 

Individuals and  small businesses. 

 

Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to 

accept (if any). 

 

Tobacco, fossil fuel, and industries/interests opposing single-payer health care. 

 

17.  Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect 

you? That is, how can we participate in holding you accountable after you are elected? 

 

I am willing and able to have on-going discussions with multiple constituencies regarding 

issues and actions. I have done so consistently as an elected School Board Director. 

 

18.  What endorsements have you received thus far? 

 
ELECTED OFFICIALS 
Nikki Fortunato-Bas, Oakland City Council President 
Patricia Kernighan, Oakland City Councilmember (former) 
Mai Vang, Sacramento City Councilmember 
Eric Mar, San Francisco Board of Supervisor (former) 
Gus Newport, Mayor of Berkeley (retired) 



Nicky Gonzalez-Yuen, Peralta Community College District Board Trustee 
Jenny Lam, San Francisco Board of Education President 
Monica Garcia, Los Angeles Board of Education Member 
Gary Yee, Oakland Board of Education President 
Sam Davis, Oakland Board of Education Vice-President 
Aimee Eng, Oakland Board of Education Director 
Mike Hutchinson, Oakland Board of Education Director 
Shanthi Gonzales, Oakland Board of Education Director 
Robert Spencer, Oakland Board of Education Director (former) 
Roseann Torres, Oakland Board of Education Director (former) 
James Harris, Oakland Board of Education Director (former) 
Megan Sweet, Alameda Board of Education Trustee 
William Lau, Alameda Board of Education Student Board Member 
Juan Campos, San Lorenzo School Board Member 
 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
Rebecca Aced-Molina 
Martha Acevedo 
Larissa Adam 
Yvonne Allara 
Nidia Ambriz 
D. Lacy Asbill 
Rany Ath 
Ana Avila 
Herman Barahona 
Monique Berlanga 
Fred Blackwell 
Alex Briscoe 
Dwayne Byndloss 
Nhi Chau 
Dr. Arthur Chen 
Christine Cherdboonmuang 
Paul Cohen 
Michon Coleman 
Geordee Mae Corpuz 
Marisela De Anda 
Tony Douangviseth 
Amy Fitzgerald 
Lora Jo Foo 
Lisa Forti 
Erik Fuller 
Leroy Gaines 
Shirley Gee 
Jennie Gerard 
Bernice Grisby 
Steve Hamai 



Philip Harper Cotton 
Dawn Hawk  
Stacie Hiramoto 
Clifford Hong 
Karen Ijichi Perkins 
Russell Jeung 
Alfred Kakishiba 
Kimi Kean 
Jim Keddy 
Peter Kim 
Jidan Koon 
Kelly Kreutter 
Nicole Kyauk 
Quyen Le 
May Lee 
Steve Lee 
Yvette Leung 
Warrick Liang 
Margaretta Lin 
Dan Lindheim 
Jamie Lopez 
Anne Marks 
Beckie Masaki 
Bob Matsueda 
Chanda May 
Frederick Mesa 
Melanie Moore 
Keith Muraki 
Andy Nelsen 
Marcel Nelson 
Don Neuwirth 
Khai Nguyen 
Huong Nguyen-Yap 
Jane Nicholson 
Katy Nunez-Adler 
Curtis Okamoto 
Mark Okimoto 
Betty Olson-Jones 
Eileen Namba Otsuji 
Andrew Park 
Emma Paulino 
Arnold Perkins 
Angela Phung 
Bruce Quan 
Mirella Rangel 
Angelica Reyes 



Edgar Rodriguez-Ramirez 
Julian Saephanh 
Moung Saetern 
Mae Saeteurn 
Jana Saeteurn 
Peggy Saika 
Lucero Sanchez 
Ron Snyder 
Hugo Sosa 
Liz Sullivan 
Steven Suzuki 
Marc Tafolla 
Nima Tahai 
Susanne Takehara 
Hattie Tate 
Ernestine Tayabas-Kim 
Shiree Teng 
Hae-Sin Thomas 
Dara Tom 
Page Tomblin 
Sandy Tong 
Dania Torres Wong 
Chel Toscano 
Isabel Toscano 
Natalia Toscano 
Gianna Tran 
Isadora Tran 
John Tran 
Vinh Trinh 
Eddie Uyekawa 
Gabriel Valenzuela 
Mike Vista 
Miriam Walden 
Louise Waters 
Brooklyn Williams 
Nikita Williams 
Eddie Wong 
Emily Wu 
Ranko Yamada 
Thomas Yamamoto 
Liane Yasumoto 
Lily Yee 
Stan Yogi 

 

19.   What is your political party affiliation and how committed are you to that affiliation? 

 



I am a registered Democrat.  

 

20.  Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected 

officials’ pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US 

Constitution, which would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional rights 

for corporations, and end financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of 

free speech: https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge      

 

I will sign.  

 

21.  Anything else you would like to add? 
 

https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge

