
Green Party Questionnaire for County Treasurer/ Tax Collector 
 

GREEN PARTY OF ALAMEDA COUNTY 
2022 ENDORSEMENT DECISION 

 
Please email your responses to:  acgreens1992@gmail.com   In the subject line, please include 
"County Treasurer/Tax Collector". 
 
We prefer that you convert your answered questionnaire into a ..pdf document, so we can post 
it directly to our website. Or simply include your responses in the body of an email, and we will 
do the conversion. 
 
If it is not possible for you to email, please snailmail your responses so we receive them by 
3/25, to: 
 
County Treasurer/ Tax Collector 
c/o Green Party of Alameda County, 
2022A Blake Street * Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
 
 

1. Please give a brief summary of your background and qualifications for the office of 
County Treasurer-Tax Collector (County Treasurer). 

 
I have served in the position for the past 5 years.  The job entails both financial 
expertise (for the pension plan, treasury and deferred compensation plan roles) 
and operational expertise (for the tax collection role).  I have learned a great 
deal in the last five years, but I came to the job after running a CPA firm for 
over 25 years.   

 
2. Why are you running? What do you believe are the main priorities for the County 

Treasurer office? 
I have said in my campaign literature (on my website and to donors) that I 
need another four years to complete the many initiatives that I have started:  
sustainable investing, public banking, turning tax-defaulted properties into 
affordable housing, adopting new technology to the tax collection process, 
financial wellness programs for county employees, improved reporting to the 
schools, and there are many more. 

3.  
 
3. Where will you get (have you already received) the money to run your campaign? 
Describe sources of financial contributions for your campaign that you would refuse to 
accept (if any). 



I have gotten donations from about 85 individuals, ranging from $25 to $2,500.   
Almost everyone is a friend or family.    I would refuse donations from individuals and 
companies who would be embarrassing to me or contrary to my values.  Individuals 
who work for financial management firms are prohibited to donate to me.    But, I 
would take donations from bankers and developers (even though, to the best of my 
knowledge, I haven’t received any from them), because these are people I work with.   
 
4. Do you support required background checks for appointed or elected officials to the 
office of Treasurer-Tax Collector before assuming office to reveal potential conflict of 
interests?   
 
Sure.   Of course.  If this was done, I would recommend considering other positions of 
possible financial abuse, such as pension plan trustees.   
 
5. Please tell us three recommendations you would make to the Board of Supervisors 
which would make your job more helpful to the people of Alameda County. 

These could relate to economic efficiencies or other topics of your choice. 
 

1) Reform the process of evaluating what happens to properties that are tax-delinquent or 
tax-defaulted.   Create a process for understanding the different reasons that tax payers 
fail to pay their property taxes, and create mechanisms for the best outcome, whether it 
involves assistance to low-income/disabled individuals or turning properties into a public 
benefit (affordable housing, open space, supportive services, etc.).. 

2) Allow our office to coordinate a financial wellness program for all County employees, 
which will address their readiness to retire, to deal with debt, and assist in other ways 
around financial literacy. 

3) Create a public bank which can coordinate programs in the region regarding loan 
issuance, check cashing, and perhaps deposits. 

 
6. If you are an incumbent, how would you assess your own job performance?  Please give a 
strong strengths, weaknesses, threats, and opportunities analysis. 
 

Strengths:  I think my main strengths are in three main areas:  (1) new ideas in all 
areas of work, not accepting the status quo or the methods that have been used forever; (2) 
putting progressive values on all aspects of my job functions, mostly in the area of sustainable 
and impact investing; (3) using technology and data in all areas of work. 

Weaknesses:  Too many ideas that challenge the staff, make them feel I am pushing 
too hard.   For instance, even though I have a very strong labor union background, the 
union doesn’t like some of the things I do. 
Threats:  Sometimes I get pushback from my more conservative peers around the 
state, due to my taking unpopular decisions. 
Opportunities:  Because I have access, in one way or another, to close to $20 billion, 
people in the financial world will talk to me about my ideas. 
 



7. Concretely and specifically, how will you make yourself available to those who elect 
you? Do you support and promote Citizen Budget Oversight engagement and how will 
you enact their findings across the county? 
 
I am open to anyone contacting me, by phone, e mail or text.  I love conversations with 
citizens, taxpayers, other elected official officials.  Of course I support Citizen Budget 
Oversight Committees (that is the way I started on my political career, I was on a CBO 
Committee for the Oakland School District, and then the City of Oakland).    And I chair 
one now for our Treasury function.    If I was involved in the process, I can’t conceive of 
how I wouldn’t enact their findings.   But, if I wasn’t involved, I can’t answer that.  But, 
no, I wouldn’t blindly enact their findings without thinking it was proper.  I am elected 
for my expertise, and while I want to exercise that in a democratic, transparent way, I 
can’t give that up. 
 
8. Are you willing to disclose major financial donors to your campaign? Do you support 
public campaign finance reform? What sources of financial contributions for your 
campaign that you would refuse to accept (if any).   
 
As you know, financial donors directly to a campaign are all public record, and of 
course I would disclose them.  I believe in that.    There is no independent expenditure 
committee on my behalf, which is what I think you are asking.    I was a professional 
treasurer for political campaigns as a CPA for over 20 years, so I understand all of 
these rules.    Regarding refusal, I think that was asked above.  
 
9. What endorsements have you received thus far? 
 
 They are on my website.  Almost every political official to whom I asked have 
given me their endorsement.   The most important ones to my are the supervisors of 
Alameda County.   I believe I have the support of everyone of them.  

 
10. What is your political party affiliation and how will your political views affect your ability to 
serve? 
 
I am a registered Democrat.  I believe in almost all of the principles of the Green Party. 
 
11.  Have you signed, or will you soon sign, Move to Amend's candidates' and elected officials’ 
pledge?  It supports HJR 48, the We the People amendment to the US Constitution, which 
would abolish corporate personhood, rescind constitutional rights for corporations, and end 
financial expenditures being legally treated as expressions of free 
speech:  https://www.movetoamend.org/pledge. 
 
 Yes, I support this, and would be glad to sign.  While I have heard the argument that corporate 
personhood might be used for good purposes, I do not believe this is possible. 
 



12. Anything you would like to add? 
 
I appreciate your questions.  I have tried to be honest.  If there are issues that come up after 
the meeting next week, please do not hesitate to reach out to me.   
 
 
__._,_.__ 
 


